PUBLIC NOTICE

US Army Corps

of Engineers. Applicant: Alabama Department of  Published: August 12, 2025
Conservation and Natural Resources Expires: September 11, 2025

Mobile District
Permit Application No. SAM-2025-00252-EAH

JOINT PUBLIC NOTICE
U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS (USACE)

STATE OF ALABAMA
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT (ADEM)

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: The Mobile District of the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers (Corps) has received an application for a Department of the Army permit
pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. §1344) and Section 10 of the
Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 (33 U.S.C. 8403). The purpose of this public notice is to
solicit comments from the public regarding the work described below:

APPLICANT: Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural Resources
Cl/o: Ms. Amy Hunter
31115 Five Rivers Boulevard
Spanish Fort, Alabama, 36527

AGENT: Carl Ferraro
Stantec Consulting Services
777 S Harbour Island Blvd.
Ste. 600
Tampa, Florida 33602

WATERWAY AND LOCATION: The project would affect wetlands and navigable
waters of the United States associated with Perdido Bay. The project is located at
27594 Marina Rd; Orange Beach, Baldwin County, Alabama; at Latitude 30.284022°
North and Longitude -87.555281° West.

EXISTING CONDITIONS: The project area includes the existing Orange Beach Boat
Ramp. Most of the site is undeveloped (about 7.5 acres) and includes areas of
shrub/scrub, pine, high, low and emergent marsh wetlands, as well as sandy bay
beaches. Approximately 3.85 acres of palustrine emergent marsh (PEM) wetlands were
delineated at the project site. Based on information provided by the agent, it's estimated
that the project shorelines have retreated between 40 and 75-feet, from 2005 to 2021.



PROJECT PURPOSE:

Basic: Restore habitat and reduce ongoing erosion of project shorelines at Boggy
Point.

Overall: Restore shoreline extent along the northwestern and southwestern shorelines
utilizing dredged material and reduce ongoing erosion by constructing.

PROPOSED WORK: The applicant requests authorization to perform the following
work:

a. Access Channels: Dredging to a depth of about -8.0' NAVD 88, by hydraulic or
mechanical means, to create two temporary navigation channels to allow barge
access to the construction sites. Along the northern shoreline, a 525-linear-foot
access channel will be constructed by removing 5,300 cubic yards of sandy
sediment across 1.3 acres. Along the southern shoreline, an 800-linear-foot
access channel will be created by removing 16,950 cubic yards of sandy
sediment across 3.1 acres. Access channel widths will range from 150 to 230-
feet Sediments from the access channels will be temporarily stockpiled within
waters adjacent to the channels. The stockpile area along the northern channel
will encompass approximately 1.37-acres of waterbottoms and the stockpile area
along the southern channel would encompass 2.24-acre of waterbottoms.
Material will be beneficially used for habitat restoration fill and/or for replacement
back into the access channels. Prior to demobilization, remaining material will be
backfilled into the channels.

b. Northern Project Area: Construction of segmented riprap breakwater structures,
parallel to the northern shoreline, approximately 10 to 40-feet seaward of the
mean high-water line, utilizing 2,930 cubic yards of rock. The breakwaters will be
composed of three (3) segments, with a total length of approximately 520-feet, at
an elevation of elevation +2.5 feet NAVD, with about 20-foot gaps to be left
between the breakwater sections. Breakwater widths would be 30-feet at base
and 5-feet at crest. The breakwaters would encompass a total of 0.4-acre of
sandy estuarine waterbottoms and will be marked by at least two standard
lighted white reflective hazards to navigation signs and/or buoys placed seaward
of the segments. Habitat restoration would include excavating 100-cubic-yards
from the sand berm along the project shoreline to allow hydrologic connection
from Perdido Bay to existing wetlands. The berm cut would be 50-feet-wide,
encompassing about 0.3-acre. To the east of the cut, approximately 225 cubic
yards of the excavated material and beneficial use sediment would be utilized to
renourish about 440-linear-feet of shoreline, which will then be planted with
native marsh vegetation to restore 0.2 acre of wetlands.

c. Southern Project Area: Construction of segmented riprap breakwater
structures, parallel to the southern shoreline, approximately 100-feet seaward of
the mean high-water line, utilizing 2,135 cubic yards of rock. The breakwaters will



be composed of two (2) segments, with a total length of approximately 480-feet,
at an elevation of elevation +2.5 feet NAVD, with a 15-foot gap to be left between
the two breakwater sections. Breakwater widths would be 30-feet at base and 5-
feet at crest. The rock breakwaters would encompass a total of 0.3-acre of
estuarine waterbottoms and will be marked by at least two standard lighted white
reflective hazards to navigation signs and/or buoys placed seaward of the
segments. Habitat restoration would include excavation and regrading within 0.9
acres of shoreline and upland berm, to restore hydrologic connectivity from the
wetland to Perdido Bay, and support salt marsh habitat. About 450-linear-feet of
shoreline will be planted with native salt marsh vegetation to restore 0.3 acre of
wetlands.

d. Road Improvements: A 75-linear-foot culvert will be placed under the existing
access road, to improve hydrologic connection between the wetlands within the
northern project area and wetlands within the south project area. Work may also
include removal of vegetation and muck at culvert inlet and outlet.

AVOIDANCE AND MINIMIZATION: The proposed project will not adversely impact
wetlands, submerged aquatic vegetation, oyster reefs, or State-established fishing
reefs. All construction materials will be staged in the existing parking areas

and/or upland sod areas well away from the shoreline and/or wetlands. Approximately
8.01-acre of sand estuarine waterbottoms would be temporarily impacted by the barge
access channels, which the applicant proposes to restore with remaining material
following project completion. The project is intended to restore project shorelines and
salt marsh habitat and protect the area from future erosion. Project-appropriate
construction methods, equipment, and best management practices will be implemented
to avoid adverse impacts during the construction of the project. Navigation signs, lights,
and/or buoys will be deployed to warn navigational interests of the ongoing construction
hazards and other potential dangers, in accordance with Coast Guard Navigational
Rules. After construction, permanent warning signs will be installed and maintained as
required. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), Mobile District, has not verified
the adequacy of the applicant’'s avoidance and minimization efforts or alternatives
analysis at this time.

COMPENSATORY MITIGATION: Compensatory mitigation for the currently proposed
impacts to waterbottoms are not proposed, as the purpose of the project would be to
provide protection of the remaining tidal marsh and improved habitat for aquatic
species.

CULTURAL RESOURCES:



determination would continue to be implemented. The District Engineer’s final eligibility
and effects determination will be based upon coordination with the SHPO and/or THPO,
as appropriate and required, and with full consideration given to the proposed
undertaking’s potential direct and indirect effects on historic properties within the Corps-
identified permit area.

ENDANGERED SPECIES: The Corps has performed an initial review of the application,
the U.S. Department of the Interior List of Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and
Plants, the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) Southeast Region Section 7
Mapper, and the NMFS Ciritical Habitat Mapper to determine if any threatened,
endangered, proposed, or candidate species, as well as the proposed and final
designated critical habitat may occur in the vicinity of the proposed project. Preliminary
review indicates that the following species have the potential to occur in the vicinity of
the proposed project: alligator snapping turtle (Macrochelys temminckii), eastern indigo
snake (Drymarchon couperi), Kemp's ridley sea turtle (Lepidochelys kempii), monarch
butterfly (Danaus plexippus), piping plover (Charadrius melodus), rufa red knot (Calidris
canutus rufa), Gulf sturgeon (Acipenser oxyrinchus desotoi), Giant Manta Ray (Mobula
birostris), and West Indian Manatee (Trichechus manatus). There is no designated
critical habitat within the project action area.

Pursuant to Section 7 ESA, any required consultation with the Service(s) will be
conducted in accordance with 50 CFR part 402. The USACE is the lead Federal agency
for ESA consultation for the proposed action. Any required consultation will be
completed by the USACE.

This notice serves as request to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and National Marine
Fisheries Service for any additional information on whether any listed or proposed to be
listed endangered or threatened species or critical habitat may be present in the area
which would be affected by the proposed activity.

ESSENTIAL FISH HABITAT: This notice initiates the Essential Fish Habitat (EFH)
consultation requirements of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act. The proposed project would directly impact approximately 8.01-acre
of non-vegetated estuarine substrate from dredging and temporary stockpiling of
dredged material, and 0.5-acre of intertidal shoreline for marsh restoration. Due to the
proposed use of turbidity barriers and the temporary nature of the dredging activities,
effects from dredging activities are expected to be minor and temporary, and benthic
communities within the dredge footprint of the project are expected to repopulate
rapidly. In regard to the shoreline protection and restoration areas, the project would
enhance habitat by creating tidally influenced marsh and tidal channels, providing an
increase in fishery habitat function compared to the current condition. Our initial
determination is that the proposed action may affect EFH and/or fisheries managed by
Fishery Management Councils and the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS). The
effects of the project are determined to be minimal and temporary. Our final
determination relative to project impacts and the need for mitigation measures is subject
to review by and coordination with the National Marine Fisheries Service.



NAVIGATION: The proposed structure or activity is located within proximity to the
Perdido Pass Channel. Distances from the toe of the channel to project features are:
130 feet to the southern temporary dredged material stockpile area; 175 feet to the
southern dredge footprint; 340 feet to southern rock breakwaters; 270 feet to the
northern temporary dredged material stockpile area; 355 feet to the dredge footprint;
and 360 feet to northern rock breakwaters.

SECTION 408: The applicant may require permission under Section 14 of the Rivers
and Harbors Act of 1899 (33 USC 408) because the activity, in whole or in part, may
alter, occupy, or use a Corps Civil Works project.

WATER QUALITY CERTIFICATION / COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT: The
applicant has applied for certification from the State of Alabama in accordance with
Section 401(a)(1) of the Clean Water Act and for Coastal Zone Management (CZM)
consistency concurrence in accordance with the Alabama Coastal Area Management
Program. Upon completion of the required advertising and public comment review, a
determination relative to Water Quality Certification and CZM consistency will be made
by the Alabama Department of Environmental Management (ADEM). This notice serves
as a notification to the Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
requesting a determination of potential water quality impacts to neighboring
jurisdictions, pursuant to section 401(a)(2) of the Clean Water Act.

NOTE: This public notice is being issued based on information furnished by the
applicant. This information has not been verified or evaluated to ensure compliance with
laws and regulation governing the regulatory program. The geographic extent of aquatic
resources within the proposed project area that either are, or are presumed to be, within
the Corps jurisdiction has not been verified by Corps personnel.

EVALUATION: The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation
of the probable impact including cumulative impacts of the proposed activity on the
public interest. That decision will reflect the national concern for both protection and
utilization of important resources. The benefits, which reasonably may be expected to
accrue from the proposal, must be balanced against its reasonably foreseeable
detriments. All factors which may be relevant to the proposal will be considered
including cumulative impacts thereof; among these are conservation, economics,
esthetics, general environmental concerns, wetlands, historical properties, fish and
wildlife values, flood hazards, floodplain values, land use, navigation, shoreline erosion
and accretion, recreation, water supply and conservation, water quality, energy needs,
safety, food, and fiber production, mineral needs, considerations of property ownership,
and in general, the needs and welfare of the people. Evaluation of the impact of the
activity on the public interest will also include application of the guidelines promulgated
by the Administrator, EPA, under authority of Section 404(b) of the Clean Water Act or
the criteria established under authority of Section 102(a) of the Marine Protection
Research and Sanctuaries Act of 1972. A permit will be granted unless its issuance is
found to be contrary to the public interest.



COMMENTS: The Corps is soliciting comments from the public; Federal, State, and
local agencies and officials; Indian Tribes; and other Interested parties in order to
consider and evaluate the impacts of this proposed activity. Any comments received will
be considered by the Corps to determine whether to issue, modify, condition, or deny a
permit for this proposal. To make this determination, comments are used to assess
impacts to endangered species, historic properties, water quality, general environmental
effects, and the other public interest factors listed above. Comments are used in the
preparation of an Environmental Assessment (EA) and/or an Environmental Impact
Statement pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). Comments are
also used to determine the need for a public hearing and to determine the overall public
interest of the proposed activity.

The Mobile District will receive written comments on the proposed work, as outlined
above, until September 11, 2025. Comments should be submitted electronically via the
Regulatory Request System (RRS) at https://rrs.usace.army.mil/rrs or to Ms. Elizabeth
Hamilton at Elizabeth.A.Hamilton@usace.army.mil. Alternatively, you may submit
comments in writing to the Commander, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Mobile District,
Attention: Elizabeth Hamilton, Post Office Box 2288, Mobile, Alabama 36628. Please
refer to the permit application number in your comments. Copies of all comments
should be furnished to the Alabama Department of Environmental Management
(ADEM), Mobile Branch / Coastal Section, Attention: Mr. Scott Brown, at
coastal@adem.alabama.gov or to ADEM, Attention: Coastal Program, 1615 South
Broad Street Mobile, Alabama 36605. Please refer to the permit application number in
your comments.

Any person may request, in writing, within the comment period specified in this notice,
that a public hearing be held to consider the application. Requests for public hearings
shall state, with particularity, the reasons for holding a public hearing. Requests for a
public hearing will be granted, unless the District Engineer determines that the issues
raised are insubstantial or there is otherwise no valid interest to be served by a hearing.

MOBILE DISTRICT
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers















































