
  
  

 
  

 
                       

                         

                                                                                      
  

  
 

   
  

  
 

     
    

    
 

     
    

    
 

 
     

  
                        
                        
 

    
   
                   
                
 

    
      

 
       

     
    

 
       

    
     

     
   

   
     

 
   

   
   

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
CORPS OF ENGINEERS, MOBILE DISTRICT 

P.O. BOX 2288 
REPLY TO MOBILE, AL  36628-0001 
ATTENTION OF 

CESAM RD-A December 5, 2019 
PUBLIC NOTICE NO. SAM-2018-01099-GAC 

JOINT PUBLIC NOTICE 
U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS AND 

STATE OF ALABAMA 
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT 

REQUEST TO DISCHARGE FILL MATERIAL INTO 2.3 ACRES OF OPEN WATERS IN 
CONJUNCTION WITH THE REHABILITATION OF AN EXISTING COMMERCIAL PIER AT 
THE ALABAMA STATE DOCKS FACILITIES IN MOBILE, MOBILE COUNTY, ALABAMA 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: This District has received an application for a Department of 
the Army (DA) permit pursuant to Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 (33 U.S.C. 
403), and Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1344). Please communicate this 
information to interested parties. 

APPLICANT: Alabama State Port Authority 
Attention: Mr. Robert Harris, P.E. 
Post Office Box 1588 
Mobile, Alabama 36633 

AGENT: Mr. Mott MacDonald 
Attention: Mr. Lowry J. Denty, P.E. 
220 West Garden Street, Suite 700 
Pensacola, Florida 32502 

LOCATION:  Mobile River, State Docks Road, Latitude 30.708752° North, Longitude 
-88.042064° West; Township 4 South, Range 1 West; Mobile, Mobile County, Alabama. 

PROJECT PURPOSE: The basic project purpose is to rehabilitate an existing 
commercial pier. The overall project purpose is to repair and upgrade the existing Pier 
B structure to meet current and long-term Alabama State Port Authority facility needs. 

PROPOSED WORK: The applicant proposes to discharge approximately 100,000 cubic 
yards of commercially-obtained fine sandy fill material into a total of 2.3 acres of open 
waters within the footprint of an existing commercial pier for the construction of a new 
2,000-linear-foot-long anchored bulkhead pier in order to meet target live load 
capacities, reduce long term maintenance costs, and allow for future upgrades. The 
project would involve demolition of the existing concrete pier and the construction of a 
new pier within the footprint of the existing pier. The proposed new pier would consist 
of an anchored combined steel sheet pile bulkhead and new reinforced concrete slab on 
grade to match the existing elevation of the current pier structure. Vibro-compaction of 
the backfill material will be conducted to improve the geotechnical properties of the 
clean sand backfill. 



                                                                                                     
                                                                            

 
      

     
   

  
  

    
     

 
   

 
   

     
 

   
    
  

 
    

  
 

 
   

  
 

   
     

  
  

    
     

        
   

   
  

 
   

   
  

  
    

  
 

 
 
 
 
 

CESAM-RD-A      December 5, 2019 
Public Notice No. SAM-2018-01099-GAC Page 2 of 4 

AVOIDANCE AND MINIMIZATION: The applicant has proposed to utilize anchored 
turbidity curtains to enclose the pier demolition and construction area. Turbidity 
curtains would conform to the standards provided in the Alabama Handbook for 
Erosion Control and Stormwater Management on Construction Sites and Urban Areas. 
The applicant has stated that due to the use of turbidity curtains and the type of
proposed backfill material, turbidity levels in Mobile River would not be expected to
significantly increase as a result of the project. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
(USACE), Mobile District has not verified the adequacy of the applicant’s avoidance and 
minimization efforts at this time. 

MITIGATION:  The provision of compensatory mitigation has not been proposed, as the 
project would not result in the discharge of fill material into any special aquatic sites. 

WATER QUALITY/COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT: The applicant has applied for 
certification from the State of Alabama in accordance with Section 401(a)(1) of the Clean 
Water Act, as well as Coastal Zone Management (CZM) consistency certification in 
accordance with the Alabama Coastal Zone Management Program.  Upon completion of 
the required advertising and public comment review, a determination relative to water 
quality certification and CZM consistency will be made by the Alabama Department of 
Environmental Management (ADEM). 

HISTORIC PROPERTIES: In accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act and Appendix C of 33 CFR Part 325, the undertaking defined in this 
notice is being considered for the potential to affect cultural and historic properties 
within the permit area. In accordance with Appendix C of 33 CFR Part 325, the Mobile 
District has determined the permit area consists of the entire undertaking in waters of
the United States, which includes the footprint of the proposed fill areas and portions of 
the adjacent property that would be utilized for construction access and equipment and 
materials staging. The National Register of Historic Places will be consulted for 
properties listed, or eligible for listing, in the National Register, which are known to 
exist and would be affected by the proposed work. The Mobile District is seeking 
comment from the State Historic Preservation Officer regarding the existence, or the 
potential for existence, of significant cultural and historic properties within the permit 
area. 

ESSENTIAL FISH HABITAT: This notice initiates the Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) 
consultation requirements of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and 
Management Act.  The project includes natural estuarine substrate and water column 
utilized by various life stages of various marine species.  Our initial determination is 
that the proposed action would not adversely affect EFH or federally managed fisheries 
due to the commercial/industrial setting and existing modified conditions within the 
project area. Our final determination relative to project impacts and the need for 
mitigative measures is subject to review by and coordination with the National Marine 
Fisheries Service. 
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ENDANGERED SPECIES: Preliminary review of this application and the U.S.
Department of the Interior’s List of Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants 
indicate that the proposed activity may affect, but is not likely to adversely affect the
West Indian manatee (T) and Gulf sturgeon (T), and will have no effect on the following 
listed endangered or threatened species with the potential to exist within the action 
area: wood stork (T), Alabama red-bellied turtle (E), and eastern indigo snake (T). There 
is no designated critical habitat within the project action area. To minimize potential 
effects to the West Indian manatee, the applicant would be required to follow standard 
manatee conditions for in-water construction activities. To minimize potential effects to 
Gulf sturgeon, turbidity curtains would be utilized to limit access to construction areas 
and to prevent suspended particulates in the adjacent waterway. This determination is 
being coordinated with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) via this Public 
Notice. Further coordination with the USFWS will be performed as determined to be 
appropriate. 

COMMENTS: This public notice is being distributed to all known interested persons in 
order to assist in developing facts on which a decision by the USACE can be based. 
The Mobile District is soliciting comments from the public, federal, state and local 
agencies and officials, Indian tribes, and other interested parties in order to consider 
and evaluate the impacts of this proposed activity. Any comments received will be 
considered by the USACE to determine whether to issue, modify, condition or deny a 
permit for this proposal. To make this decision, comments are used to assess impacts 
on endangered species, historic properties, water quality, general environmental 
effects, and the other public interest factors listed below. Comments are used in the 
preparation of an Environmental Assessment and/or an Environmental Impact
Statement pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act. Comments are also used 
to determine the need for a public hearing and to determine the overall public interest of 
the proposed activity. Any person may request, in writing, within the comment period 
specified in this notice, that a public hearing be held to consider this application. 
Requests for public hearings shall state with particularity, the reasons for holding a 
public hearing. For accuracy and completeness of the record, all data in support of or 
in opposition to the proposed work should be submitted in writing, setting forth 
sufficient detail to furnish a clear understanding of the reasons for support or 
opposition. 

The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation of the probable impact, 
including cumulative impacts, of the proposed activity on the public interest. That decision will 
reflect the national concern for both protection and utilization of important resources. The 
benefit, which reasonably may be expected to accrue from the proposal, must be balanced 
against its reasonably foreseeable detriments. All factors which may be relevant to the 
proposal will be considered, including the cumulative effects thereof; among those are 
conservation, economics, aesthetics, general environmental concerns, wetlands, historic 
properties, fish and wildlife values, flood hazards, flood plain values, land use, navigation, 
shoreline erosion and accretion, recreation, water supply and conservation, water quality, 
energy needs, safety, food and fiber production, and in general, the needs and welfare of the 
people. Evaluation of the probable impacts involving deposits of dredged or fill material into 
waters of the United States will also include the application of guidelines established by the 
Administrator of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 
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Correspondence concerning this notice should refer to Public Notice Number SAM-2018-
01099-GAC, and should be directed to the District Engineer, Mobile District, Regulatory 
Division, Attention: Mr. Dylan C. Hendrix, Post Office Box 2288, Mobile, Alabama 
36628-0001, or by e-mail at dylan.c.hendrix@usace.army.mil, or (251) 694-3772.  Copies 
of all comments should be furnished to the ADEM at coastal@adem.alabama.gov, or sent 
to: Alabama Department of Environmental Management, Mobile Branch, Coastal Section, 
3664 Dauphin Street, Suite B, Mobile, Alabama 36608.  

All comments should be received no later than 30 days from the date of this Public 
Notice. Please refer to the above Public Notice Number SAM-2018-01099-GAC, in any 
communication concerning this project. 

For additional information about our Regulatory Program, please visit our web site at 
www.sam.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory.aspx. 

MOBILE DISTRICT 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

Attachments 
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GENERAL NOTES 

1. PIER B SOUTH IS LOCATE.DAT TKE AWN ooacs FA.Cl.ITV IN M06ILE. 
ALABAMA AND IS PART OF THE FACILITESOF THE A1.A8,,tJM.STATE PORT 
AUTHORITY (ASPAl. THE PCER WAS BUILT IN THE LATE 1920'"6 AND HAS NOT 
UNDERGONE MAJOR RENOVAT10NS OR UPGRADES DllfWfG ITS LIFE. IN 
DECEt.13ER2017 THE ASPA COMMISSIONED A LEVEL 1COl«ltTION 
Slft'VEY OF Tt£ PIER TO APTCM ENVIROH.MEHTAL AND INFRASTRUCTURE. 
INC.. THE COHDl110N SURVEY REPORT RECOMMENDED THAT A LONG
TERM REKA.BIUTAJON PLAN BE IMPLEMENTED TO ADDRESS TKE DAMAGE 
AN> OETENORATION OBSERVED DURING TKE SLIWEY. OVERALL 
CONDITION OF PCER 8 SOUTHWAS OESCRIBED AS POOR BY THE REPORT 
AN> IT ALSO NOTES THAT SOME AREAS NEED lMMEDIATE REPAIR OR 
REPLACEMENT. FOLLOWING THE RECOMMENO,.TIONS OF Tt£ REPORT. 
lHEASPA COMt.aSSIONED TO MOTT MACOONo\LD TKE PIER B SOUTH 
.REl:1AEIUTATION PROJECT Wl-aCH ENTAILS OESIGHING A 
COMPR.Et£NSN'E REPAIR AHO REHABL ITATION PROGRAM FOR Tt£ PIER 
AN> POTENTIALLY WCREASWG ITS STRUCTURM. CAPACITY. 

2. lHE PURPOSE OF TKE PIER B SOUTH REHABILITATION AlTERHATIVES 
ORA.WINGS IS TOSUMMARSZE OlfFERENT OESIGHOPT10NS FOR THE 
.REl:1AEIIJTATIONOF THE PCER B SOUTK. AS PART OFTKE REPORT FOUR 
.REl:1AEIIJTATIONALTERNATIVES WLL BE EVALUATED REPA.fl IN iaND. 
.REPAIRANO STRENGTHEN NEW ELEVATED OPEN PCERAND NEW 
ANCHOR.ED BULKHEAD PIER. 

3. lHE MMN FACTORS TO 8E COHSIOERED Dt.l.RWGTHE EVALUATION OF 
EACH AlTERHATIVE ARE STRUCTURAL CAPACITY TO RESIST 
OPERATIONAL LOADS SUCH AS 8ER1'KNG M00R.ING CARGO K'.l«IUNG 
AN> STACKING CONSTRUCTABIUTY DUftA8UTY COHSTRUCTION COST 
AN> SCHEDULE. A FlNAL DECISION ASTO THE DfiECTIONOF THE 
DETAI.ED .REHo\EIIUTATIOH DESIGN TO BE Ul'EERTAKEN BY Tt£ASPA 
FOR PCER 8 SOUTHWILL 8E BASED ON Tt£ EVAl.UA.TION 
.RECOMMENDATIONS PROVIDED IN THE ALTERHA.TIVES REPORT, AN> 
lHESE OftAWINGS. 

4. DISPOSE Of AU. OEBRIS IN AN APPROVED DISPOSAL FAOUTY. 

PRO.lffil Pt:II N ANP§tn,YfY INEPflN'-r'WN 
1. TKE FOUOWING TEE LEVELS ARE. .RffERENCED TO NAVO 88 FROM HOM 

STATION · MOBILE STATE DOCKS.AL•STATION 108737048.. 

Tacre 1 - Tlela Range 

Water Level Condition MLLW NAVD88 
Elevation Elevation 

Mean LOwefLOW Water EleV O..0' (Oa!Um) ~l.49' 

HAVD68 0.49' o.a(Danin) 

MeanHis,ie<His,iwa:er ..... U 6' 

MeanSoeaLevet 0.82' 0.33' 

MeanlOWWa!er 0.09' ...... 
~A.51:rO'HXl'IICal Tic» 2.31 ' 1.87' 

LO'We6t A.51:rO'HXl-=al Tic» - 1.21· ·1.70' 

2. STRUCTURE ELEVATIONS WERE OBTAINED FROM A TOPOGRAPHIC SURVEY 
COl«IUCTEDBYLAWLERANO COMPANY. DATED 11 SEPT2018. 

3. AU.ELEVATIONS ARE REFERE.NCEDTONAV088. 

ABMEVJAWNS 
ENVIRONMENTAL PERWTS 

AP AltGl'AIEHT POINT 
1. ALL CONSTRUCTIONSHALL IMPLEMENT AND A.BICE BY AU. REGULATORYAHO APPROX APPROXIMA.TEl Y 

ENVAONMEHTAL REQUIREMENTS AS SPECIFIED IN THE ENVtRONMENTAL BL BORING LOCATION 
PERMTS SECURED BY THE PORT FOR Tt£ PROJECT. ... 8ENCKMARJ< 

8 .0 . BOTTOM OF 

Gf Plf91NIGN fWFfillf,MIPN 8 .W. BOTH WAYS 
8W BUlJ<HEA.O WALL WORKING POl'IIT 

1. GEOTEatNICAL INVESTIGATIONS WERE UNDERTAKEN BY GEO TECHNICAL e CENTSWNE 
ENGINEERING · TESTIHG WC.. fGETI. TKESE INVESTIGATIONS CONSISTED OF CIP CA.ST-4N PLACE 
ORIUlNGA SERIES Of ONSHORE 80R.EHOLES ON ANO TO DEVELOP THE cu, CLEAR 
GEOTEOiNICAL DESIGN PARAMETERS ASSOCIATED WITH TKE SITE COHC CONCRETE 
PREPARATION ANO STRUCTURM. FOUNDATION OESIGNOF PIER B SOUTH. CJ CONSTRUCTION JOWT 
AVAILABlE GEOTECHr«:AL INFORMATION IS PROVEED BY GET lNTtEIR DRAFT DIA DIAMETER 
"REPORT OF GEOTECHNICAL ENGINEERING SERVICES" DATED 10 24·2018 . EA EACH 

E.S. EACHSIOE 
E.W. EACH WAY 
EL ELEVATION 
EXIST EXISTING 
FT FEET 

PIER LIVE LOA.DANO EQUIPMENT LOADING GALV GALVANIZED 
HOPW HIGH DENSITY POLYETHYLENE 

UVE LOA.OSURCHARGE MLW MEAN LOW WATER 
MAX MAXIMUM 

AlTERNA TIVE 1 4oono0 PSF LIVE LOA.O MIN MINIMUM 
Al.TERNATIVES2. 3. &4 1000PSF UVE LOAO o.c. ONCENTER 

O&M OPE.RATIONSANO MAINTENANCE 
EPYIPHEW 19r'DING ss STAINLESS STEEL 

STA STATION 
AlTERNATIVE 1 S1D STAN""'° 

T/ TOPOf' 
ForlltlSRe Ta)10r TX-360L (J6.000116) I T.O.C. TOP OF CAP 

T.O.S. TOP OF STEEL 
FrontAXie load stallewttnraleGklracl 71.000 06 I TYP TYPICAL 

UHMW ULTRA HIGH MCllECULAR WBGHT 
TireSlze Fron! 12.00X20 • 18 PR I POL YETHYlENE 

WP WORKING POWT 
W/ WITH 

Al.TERNATIVES2. 3. &4 XS EXTRA STRONG (WALL) 
AT ~ 

FcntnSIZe TayrorTI-DC•97S ( 90.0001b6) I MINUTES OR FEET 
SECONDSOR INCHES 

FrontAXlet.oad stallcWllnratecllOaO 233,0001:>6 I 
TireSlze 18.00x2S-40PRu,gneao I 

SVl.flOf I FGENP 

AlTERNATIVE 1 HO RAIL LOADING CONSIDERED PROPERTY LINE 
Al.TEANATIVES2. 3. &4 8000 LB/FT 

PROJECTBOUNDARY LINE 

DREDGING Lita'TS 

BORING LOCATION 

§tffl&MAO!§ Dci. DETAIL CESJGNATION 

~ SHEETLOCATW OH 

SHEET CALLEO FROM 
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Turbidity Curtain Notes: 

1. The positions of anchored turbidity curtafo along the slip and channel side 
illustrate the anchored turb;dity curtain requirements around the demolition 
iJnd construction activities as these operations progress arovnd the Pier 8 
work area. 

2. The turbidity barrier shall conform to "The Alabama Handbook. For Erosion 
Control, Sediment Control, and Stormwater Uanagement On Construction Sites 
And Urban Are;,s". 

3, The location of the turbidity curtains shown on these plans are for 
encapsulation of the demolition and construction zones. Tur bidity curtains 
shall be located and repositioned by the contractor using best maf'lagement 
practices to assure water quality standards are maif'ltained throughout 
demolition and construction. 

4. Barriers should be a bright color (yellow or "internatlonaf' or;,f'lge are 
recommet'lded) that will attract the attention of nearby boaters. 

5. The curtain fabric shall meet manufacturers recommendations for the 
applicaUon. 

6. floatation devices shall be flexible. buoyant units contained in an Individual 
floatation sleeve or collar attached to the curtain. Buoyancy provided by t he 
floatalion units shall be sufficient to supporl the weight of lhe curtain and 
maintain a freeboard of at least 3 inches above the water surface level. 

7. Bottom anchors must be sufficient to hold t he curtain in the same position 
relati've to the bottom of the wat ercourse without interfedng wilh the action 
of the curtain. The anchor may dig into the bottom (grappling hook, plow or 
fluke-type) or may be weighted (mushroom type) and should be attached to a 
floating anchor buoy via an anchor li'ne. The anchor lme should lhen run from 
the buoy ro the to load line of the curtain. When used with Type Ill 
installotions, these lines must contain enough slock to allow the buoy and 
curtain to float freely with tidal changes without pulling the buoy or curtain 
down and must be checked regularly to make sure they do not become 
entangled with debris. As previously noted, anchor spocing will vary with 
current velotity and potential wind and wave acti on: manufacturer's 
recommendations should be followed. 

8. In channels or in other moving waters (Type II and Type Ill installations) it is 
Important to set all curtain anchor points. care must be taken to ensure that 
anchor points are of sufficient holding power to retain the curtain under the 
existing current conditions, prior to putting the furled curtain into the water. 
Anchor buoys should be employed on all anchors to prevent the current from 
submerging the flotation at the anchor points. If the curtain is being installed 
into tidal areas which would be subject to currents in both directions, anchors 
should be pr<>vided on both sides of the curtain. This will minimize curtain 
movement and prevent the curtain from overrunning the anchors during tide 
reversals. After the anchors have been secured. the furled curtain should be 
secured to the upstream anchor point and then sequentially attached to each 

ANCHORED TURBIDITY BARRIER SHALL BE 
SHIFTED ALONG THE PIER LENGTH. SLIP 

ne.tt downstream at'lchor point until the entire curtain Is In position. Before 
unfurling, the "lay" of the curtain should be assessed and any necessary 

FACE. & RIVER FACE DURING DEMOLITION 
& CONSTRUCTION OPERATIONS 

adjustments made to the anchors. Once the location has been deemed 
adequate, the furling lines may be cut to allow the skirt to drop. 

9. The Contractor is responsible for maintenance of the curtain shall do so for 
the duration of the project in order to ensure the continuous prote<:tion of 

EXISTING PIER A the watercourse. 
DECK AND CAP LIMITS JO. Should repairs to the geotextile fabric become necessary. repair kits are 

generally av;;Ji/able lrom the mamJfi/Jcturer. The manuta,turer's instructions 

PIER A must be followed to ensure the adequacy of the repair. 
11 . When the curtain is no longer required as determined by the inspector, the 

cur tain and related components shall be removed in such a manner as to 
minimize turbidity. Remaining sediment shall be sufficiently settled before 
removing the curtain. Sediment may be removed and the original depth (or plan 
elevaUon) restored. Ally spoils must be taken to an approved vpland disposal 

LEGEND: 
area and stabillzed in accordance with the approved plan. 

12. Turbidity curtains shall be located and secured to prevent conflict and I or 

APPROX. ANCHORED 
TURBIDITY CURTAIN 

PLAN AT NEW PIER 8 0 
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100 200 
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creation of a navigation hazard to passing vessel traffic and adjacent marine 
fac/111/es. 

EXTERIOR BOUNDARY LIMITS Feet 
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FROM 69.SO'@ BE/VT 84 TO 67.2S @ BENT 101 (68.43'@ BENT 92) '1 .50' 
APPROXIMATE CHANNEL EDGE (AVG. FOR PIER B ~ 67.32) 

3.47' 

~ TARGET MUOLJNE___ ______________________________ _ 

n. -40.00 

~ IQ"!_ OVEROf!.E_D~ - - -- - - -- - - -- - - -- - - -- - - -- - - --

EL: -42.00 

~ 8/IVEW H- PILE __________________________________ _ 

EL. -S8.00 

ALTERNATIVE 4 - NEW ANCHORED BULKHEAD WALL SYSTEM 
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