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ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT FOR PROPOSED OFFICE COMPLEX 
IMPROVEMENTS, APALACHEE WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA, JACKSON 

COUNTY, FLORIDA 

1 INTRODUCTION 

This Environmental Assessment (EA) was developed in accordance with the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) dated 1970, the Council of Environmental Quality (CEQ) 
regulations for implementing NEPA 40 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Parts 1500 through 
Part 1508 dated 1978, and Engineering Regulation (ER) 200-2-2 dated 1988.  The purpose of this 
Environmental Assessment (EA) is to inform decision makers and the public of likely 
environmental consequences of the Proposed Action and alternatives.  This EA identifies, 
documents, and evaluates the environmental and socioeconomic effects of the reconstruction 
of the existing office building (Proposed Action). 
 
This EA was prepared utilizing a systematic, interdisciplinary approach integrating the natural 
and social sciences with planning and decision-making.  The Proposed Action and its alternative 
were evaluated in multiple contexts for short-term and long-term effects and for adverse and 
beneficial effects.  This EA evaluates effects on the human environment that are well-known and 
does not involve unique or unknown risks.  It is not anticipated that this is a precedent-setting 
action nor does it represent a decision in principle about future considerations. 

1.1 Location 

The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) manages the Apalachee Wildlife 
Management Area (AWMA) for the conservation of wildlife and for public outdoor recreational 
activities such as boating, hunting, and fishing under a license from the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers (USACE) at Lake Seminole, also referred to as Jim Woodruff Reservoir.  The vast 
majority of the license area is managed for wildlife; however, a 1.5-acre office/workshop 
compound (Study Area) is utilized by FWC staff for office space and the storage and maintenance 
of vehicles and land management equipment.  The Study Area is located at 7611 Butler Road, 
Sneads, Florida 32460 in Section 29, Township 5 North, Range 7 West in Jackson County.  The 
center of the Study Area is located at approximately 30° 47’ 53.94’’ N Latitude and 84° 57’ 27.20’’ 
W Longitude.  This EA addresses the environmental conditions of the Proposed Action within the 
office/workshop compound and also considers the resources in the surrounding AWMA.  Please 
see Figures 1 and 2 for location and site maps of the Study Area. 

1.2 Proposed Action 

As part of the on-going operations and maintenance of the AWMA, the FWC proposes to 
reconstruct the existing office building within the office/workshop compound encompassing 1.5 



Apalachee WMA Office Complex Improvements 

Environmental Assessment 2 October 2017 

acres (Proposed Action).  Staging areas for construction equipment would be setup within the 
1.5 acres of the compound.  Access routes for construction would use existing roads.  This EA 
addresses the reconstruction of the office building only.  The Proposed Action on USACE land 
would not significantly reduce or add developed acreage to the AWMA.  No development is 
proposed on USACE lands that are currently managed for wildlife or visitor recreation.  Please 
see Appendix A for the proposed site plan. 

1.3 Purpose and Need for the Proposed Action 

The purpose of the Proposed Action is to reconstruct the existing office building to improve 
facility management on the AWMA.  This reconstruction would improve office/meeting space, 
aesthetics, and safety by replacing deteriorating structures.  The purpose of the AWMA 
Management Plan is to develop capital facilities and infrastructure in order to enhance the FWC’s 
ability to manage the land.  In order to accomplish this goal, the reconstruction of the office 
building has been identified as a priority for facilities management on the AWMA.  

1.4 Authority 

This EA is developed under the authority of ER 200-2-2.  The FWC is the designated lead 
managing agency for the AWMA under the authority granted by License Number DACW01-3-
05-0028 from the USACE.  Further management authority derives from Article IV, Section 9 of 
the Florida Constitution as well as the guidance and directives of Chapters 253, 259, 327, 370, 
372, 375, 378, 379, 403, 487, 597, and 870 of the Florida Statues.  These constitutional provisions 
and laws provide the FWC the authority to protect, conserve, and manage the State’s fish and 
wildlife resources. 

Improvement of capital facilities and infrastructure requires the preparation of NEPA 
documentation to evaluate the potential impacts of the Proposed Action to health and the 
human environment. 

2 ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING WITHOUT THE PROJECT 

2.1 General Environmental Setting 

The Study Area is maintained as an office/workshop compound.  High-traffic areas are devoid of 
vegetation.  The maintained grounds of the compound consist of regularly mowed early-
successional grass and forb species (e.g., bahia grass (Paspalum notatum), dog fennel 
(Eupatorium capillifolium), and daisy fleabane (Erigeron sp.)).  The few remaining trees are 
primarily longleaf pine (Pinus palustris), turkey oak (Quercus laevis), and southern live oak (Q. 
virginiana), which are restricted to the perimeter of the compound.  A 6-foot chain-link fence 
with three-strand barbed wire tiebacks surrounds the Study Area.  On May 25, 2016, a DRMP 
qualified biologist that is a Certified Environmental Professional (CEP) and Professional Wetland 
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Scientist (PWS) conducted a field assessment to identify natural resources within the Study Area.  
Existing condition photos are included in Appendix B. 

2.2 Significant Resource Description 

2.2.1 Water Quality 

Surface and ground water quality within the AWMA are monitored by the Northwest Florida 
Water Management District (NWFWMD) and the Florida Department of Environmental 
Protection (FDEP).  No “waters of the United States,” as defined within the Clean Water Act 
(CWA), are located within the Study Area.  Lake Seminole, located approximately 0.10 mile from 
the Study Area, is the nearest water body listed on Florida’s 303(d) list of impaired waters. 

2.2.2 Fishery Resources 

No fishery resources occur within the Study Area.  Lake Seminole (located approximately 0.10 
mile from the Study Area) forms the eastern border of the AWMA and is a significant fishery 
resource.  Lake Seminole is a 37,500-acre reservoir that is stocked with striped bass (Morone 
saxatilis) and hybrid sunshine bass (M. chrysops x M. saxatilis).  Fifty fish species are documented 
or expected to occur in the AWMA including crappie (Pomoxis spp.), redear sunfish (Lepomis 
microlophus), channel catfish (Ictalurus punctatus), bluegill (Lepomis macrochirus), black bass (M. 
salmoides), and pickerel (Esox americanus).     

2.2.3 Wildlife Resources 

Because of the developed nature of the Study Area and the existing perimeter fence, wildlife 
resources within the Study Area are minimal.  The surrounding AWMA has a diverse assemblage 
wildlife species.  Upland pine forests, bottomland forests, and hardwood forests provide habitat 
for a variety of wildlife.  The AWMA Management Plan lists 385 native plant species (e.g. longleaf 
pine, turkey oak, and southern live oak), 36 mammal species (e.g. Armadillo:  Dasypus 
novemcinctus, Bats:  Chiroptera spp., Deer:  Odocoileus virginianus, and Raccoon:  Procyon lotor), 
163 bird species (e.g. Swallow-tailed Kite:  Elanoides forficatus, Osprey:  Pandion haliaetus, Eastern 
Bluebird:  Sialia sialis, Wood Thrush:  Hylocichla mustelina), 28 amphibian species (e.g. 
Apalachicola dusky salamander:  Desmognathus apalachicolae, and Gopher Frog:  Rana capito), 
and 48 reptile species (Alligator:  Alligator mississippiensis, and Cottonmouth:  Agkistrodon 
piscivorus) as documented from, or expected to occur, on the AWMA.   

2.2.3.1 Migratory Birds 

The WMA’s location along Lake Seminole provides important habitat for migratory birds, which 
is situated on the westernmost edge of the Atlantic Flyway Zone.  Lake Seminole is not 
recognized as a stopover site; however migratory birds, such as the American oystercatcher 
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(Haematopus palliates), black-throated blue warbler (Setophaga caerulescens), grouse 
(Centrocercus spp), least tern (Sternula antillarum), mottled duck (Anas fulvigula), swallow-tailed 
kite (Elanoides forficatus), and the tricolored blackbird (Agelaius tricolor), occasionally utilize the 
area as a resource. 

2.2.4 Wetlands/Vegetated Shallows 

No wetlands or other “waters of the United States” occur within the Study Area.  According to 
the USFWS Wetlands Mapper, a freshwater pond is located 0.04 miles south of the Study Area, 
however no work is proposed within or near the pond. 

2.2.5 Endangered Species 

USFWS and Florida Natural Areas Inventory (FNAI) database searches identified 21 federally 
protected species with the potential to occur within Jackson County, five of which are 
documented from the AWMA (Table 1).  During the May 25, 2016 field assessment, which was 
conducted by a DRMP qualified biologist, no species identified in the records reviews or their 
habitats were observed.  Although no longer listed as threatened or endangered, the bald eagle 
(Haliaeetus leucocephalus) is protected by the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act.  The two 
active bald eagle nests (JA001 and JA004) nearest to the Study Area are located over one (1) mile 
away along Lake Seminole.  
 
Table 1. Federally protected species with the potential to occur in Jackson County, Florida 
Common Name Scientific Name Status 
Amphibians 
Reticulated Flatwoods Salamander Ambystoma bishopi FE 
Birds 
Wood Stork* Mycteria americana FT 
Clams 
Chipola Slabshell Elliptio chipolaensis FT 
Choctaw bean Vilosa choctawensis FE 
Fat Threeridge (mussel) Amblema neislerii FE 
Fuzzy pigtoe Pleurobema strodeanum FT 
Gulf Moccasinshell Medionidus penicillatus FE 
Oval Pigtoe Pleurobema pyriforme FE 
Purple Bankclimber (mussel) Elliptoideus sloatianus FT 
Shinyrayed Pocketbook Lampsilis subangulata FE 
Southern Sandshell  Hamiota australis FT 
Tapered Pigtoe  Fusconaia burkei FT 
Fishes 
Atlantic Sturgeon (Gulf subspecies) Acipenser oxyrinchus desotoi FT 
Plants 
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Florida Torreya Torreya taxifolia FE 
Fringed Campion Silene polypetala FE 
Gentian Pinkroot* Spigelia gentianoides FE 
Mammals 
Gray Bat Myotis grisescens FE 
Northern Long-eared Myotis Myotis septentrionalis FT 
Reptiles 
American Alligator*   Alligator mississippiensis FT(S/A) 
Eastern Indigo Snake* Drymarchon couperi FT 
Gopher Tortoise* Gopherus polyphemus Candidate 
Abbreviations: Federally Endangered (FE), Federally Threatened (FT), Federally Threatened because of similarity of appearance 
[FT(S/A)]. 
*Documented as occurring on the AWMA. 

2.2.6 Historic and Archeological Resources 

Cultural resources is general term for many heritage-related resources, including prehistoric and 
historic sites, buildings, structures, districts, objects, or any other physical evidence of human 
activity considered important to a culture, a subculture, or a community for scientific, traditional, 
religious, or any other reason.  Several Federal laws and regulations govern protection of 
cultural resources, including the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) (1966), the American 
Indian Religious Freedom Act (1978), the Archaeological Resources Protection Act (1979), and 
the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (1990). 
 
The AWMA has a long history of human settlement.  In 1825 portions of the AWMA were a part 
of the Econchatimicos Indian Reservation.  In the mid to late 1830s, the reservation was dissolved 
as the remaining Indians left for reservations in Oklahoma.  Lake Seminole now inundates most 
of what was reservation land.  From the mid 19th century to 1955, most of the WMA uplands 
were converted to family homesteads used for farming and cattle grazing.  The AWMA was 
established and leased to FWC in 1955, following the 1952 completion of the Jim Woodruff Lock 
and Dam.  It is estimated that the current office building in the Study Area was built around 1960.     
 
Eleven cultural sites were documented near the Study Area during AWMA field surveys (Table 2 
and Figure 3); however, none were identified within the Study Area or access routes for 
construction.  None of these sites are listed on the National Historic Register of Historic Places 
or are known to have historical significance to warrant listing.  Because the Study Area has been 
used as an office/workshop compound for over 50 years, it is anticipated the potential for intact, 
significant archaeological resources within the area is low.  No historic buildings or structures are 
known from the Study Area or its viewshed.  
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Table 2. Cultural Sites in the vicinity of the Study Area. 
Site ID Site Name Site Type Culture Condition Distance 

to Study 
Area (ft) 

JA00017 ARNOLD 1 
Prehistoric lithics only, but 

not quarry 
Prehistoric 

lacking pottery 
Poor 700 

JA00018 ARNOLD 2 
Inundated land site, 

Prehistoric lithics only, but 
not quarry 

Prehistoric 
lacking pottery 

Flooded 2200 

JA00234 GOLDEN FLAKE 
Prehistoric lithics only, but 

not quarry 
Prehistoric Fair 1200 

JA00235 SAND LAKE 1 Artifact scatter-low density Prehistoric Poor 1900 

JA00236 THUNDERCLOUD 
Prehistoric lithics only, but 

not quarry 
Prehistoric 

lacking pottery 
Poor 1800 

JA00238 SAND LAKE 2 
Prehistoric lithics only, but 

not quarry 
Prehistoric 

lacking pottery 
Fair 2300 

JA00239 CICIDA 
Prehistoric lithics only, but 

not quarry 
Prehistoric 

lacking pottery 
Fair 3300 

JA00240 TALL PINES 
Prehistoric lithics only, but 

not quarry 
Prehistoric 

lacking pottery 
Poor 1800 

JA00241 
CLOSE TO THE 

EDGE 
Historic refuse, Prehistoric 
lithics only, but not quarry 

American, 1821-
present and 
Prehistoric 

Fair 2200 

JA00302 LONE OAK 
Destroyed, some ceramic 

scatter 
Prehistoric with 

pottery 
Poor 1800 

JA00305 WALNUT TREE House, Historic refuse 
American, 1821-

present 
Fair 3000 

2.2.7 Air Quality 

The Proposed Action is not located within or near a nonattainment area.  The nearest 
nonattainment zone in the State of Florida is located in Hillsborough County.  The nearest 
nonattainment zone in the State of Georgia is located in Muscogee County.  The nearest 
nonattainment zone in the State of Alabama is Pike County. 

2.2.8 Noise 

The ambient noise of the AWMA is generally low due to its rural nature.  Noise from hunting 
activities generate infrequent noise disturbances.  The AWMA is located 0.10 miles from Lake 
Seminole which experiences more recreational activity, however ambient noise surrounding the 
project is generally low. 
 
 



Apalachee WMA Office Complex Improvements 

Environmental Assessment 7 October 2017 

2.2.9 Farmland 

No prime farmlands or unique agricultural lands are located within the Study Area.  The 
surrounding AWMA has approximately 525 acres of agricultural fields to maintain traditional 
agricultural land use in accordance with the USACE license agreement.  The FWC administers 
farming agreements and contracts with local farmers and manages a portion of the fields for 
supplemental wildlife food sources and dove fields.  

2.2.10 Navigation 

No navigable waters are located within the Study Area.  Lake Seminole is a navigable water and 
is located approximately 0.10 mile from the Study Area. 

2.2.11 Recreation 

Although the AWMA offers a variety of outdoor recreational activities, the Study Area is not 
located within any recreational areas and is off limits to the general public.  Lake Seminole and 
Three Rivers State Park, located adjacent to the AWMA, also provide abundant recreational 
opportunities.   

2.2.12 Socioeconomic Resources 

There is no commercial activity or residential development within the Study Area.  The nearest 
incorporated municipality is Sneads, Florida (population: 1,790, based on the 2013 U.S. Census), 
which is located over six miles away.  With the exception of Sneads and Chattahoochee, the area 
around the AWMA is largely rural in character and consists of farms, timber lands and 
conservation lands, with rural residences interspersed among them.  The highest concentration 
of residential development is along the southern border near Lake Seminole.     

2.2.13 Hazardous and Toxic Materials 

All petroleum products (e.g., motor oil, lubricants, and gasoline) used to support the operation 
and maintenance of the vehicles and land management equipment are stored in the workshop 
complex within U.S. Department of Transportation approved containers in small quantities (one 
to five gallon containers).  Regular maintenance of the equipment and facilities ensures no 
hazardous or toxic safety concerns.  There is no bulk storage of petroleum products within the 
Study Area.  Lubricants, herbicides/pesticides, cleaners and lawn chemicals are contained and 
stored in their original containers. 

3 DESCRIPTION OF THE RECOMMENDED PLAN 

The proposed 720 square-foot office building would be reconstructed within the same general 
footprint as the existing 340 square-foot building.  The construction of the new building would 
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require new utility connections as well as minor site modifications.  Construction materials would 
be similar to those used for the existing building (e.g., wood frame construction with metal siding 
and roofing).  Materials are readily available within the region.  Equipment would be standard 
for basic building construction and could include dump trucks, front-end loader, backhoe, and 
construction dumpster.  Staging areas would be setup in the 1.5 acre Study Area.  All materials 
and equipment would be delivered or driven to the site via the existing road network.  The 
contractor would follow all Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) specifications 
to ensure the work environment is free from recognized hazards that could cause death, injury, 
or illness.  Please find the office building design sketch presented in Appendix A. 

3.1 Alternatives to Recommended Plan  

3.1.1  No Action Alternative 

The FWC also considered a no action alternative, which means the existing office building would 
not be improved as proposed and the property would not change.  The no action alternative 
would not provide the long-term benefits that the proposed improvements would afford to the 
FWC staff and the lands they manage.  Additionally, selection of the no action alternative would 
not meet the infrastructure improvement objectives of the AWMA Management Plan.  

4 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS OF THE RECOMMENDED PLAN 

4.1 Water Quality 

No impacts to water quality are anticipated as a result of the Proposed Action.  The proposed 
improvements would be conducted using Best Management Practices to minimize the 
temporary impacts associated with construction.  The improvements would result in a minimal 
increase in impervious surface (i.e., minimal increase in rooftops); however, all renovations would 
be constructed on a level lot with existing erosion protection measures.  Stormwater runoff is 
currently managed in natural drainage areas before entering the nearby bodies of water, and 
therefore no National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) stormwater permit is 
required.  An NPDES permit for construction activity is not required since the area of disturbance 
is less than 1 acre (see Appendix C for Exemption Approval Letter).  Immediately following 
construction, all disturbed areas would be seeded, as necessary, to provide short and medium 
term erosion control until natural revegetation occurs.  Site hydrology would be expected to 
remain at current (pre-construction) levels.  As with any construction project, it is possible that 
construction equipment could leak or spills could occur during construction activities.  It 
would be the responsibility of the construction contractor to address any spills or leaks that may 
occur.  All fuels and other potentially hazardous materials would be contained and stored 
appropriately. 
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4.2 Fishery Resources 

No fishery resources occur within the Study Area; therefore, no impacts are anticipated. 

4.3 Wildlife Resources 

The Proposed Action would not result in the loss of natural habitats, and no impacts to wildlife 
resources are anticipated.  All staging, access, and construction areas would utilize previously 
disturbed areas. 

4.3.1 Migratory Birds 

The Proposed Action would have no effect to migratory birds due to unavailable suitable 
habitat within the Study Area.  Additionally, migratory birds within the Lake Seminole area 
would not experience any adverse impacts as a result of the Proposed Action.  The Study Area 
is located within a Wildlife Management Area which is heavily forested, therefore any noise 
generated from machinery would be dispersed and diminished from the surrounding 
landscape. 

4.4 Wetlands/Vegetated Shallows 

During the May 25, 2016 field assessment a DRMP qualified biologist, no wetlands were observed 
within the Study Area.  No dredged or fill material would be discharged in any “waters of the 
United States,” including wetlands.  Therefore, no wetland impacts are anticipated as a result of 
the Proposed Action.  In addition, no indirect adverse impacts to wetlands are expected.  No 
additional clearing would be required and the increase in impervious surfaces would be minimal.  
No change in groundwater recharge, soil erosion, or stormwater runoff is anticipated.  

4.5 Endangered Species 

No impacts to protected species are expected as a result of the Proposed Action.  A gopher 
tortoise survey of the Study Area would be conducted no more than 90 days prior to construction 
to ensure no tortoises are impacted by the Proposed Action.  The nearest documented bald 
eagle nests are more than one (1) mile from the Study Area; therefore, the Proposed Action 
would not result in adverse effects to bald eagles or their preferred habitats.  

4.6 Historic and Archeological Resources 

No cultural sites were found within the Study Area during a previous cultural resources survey 
(Figure 3).  Because the Proposed Action would occur within a previously developed, high-traffic 
area, the potential for intact, significant archaeological resources to be present in this area is low.  
No impacts to cultural resources are anticipated as a result of the Proposed Action (see Appendix 
C for Coordination Letters).  



Apalachee WMA Office Complex Improvements 

Environmental Assessment 10 October 2017 

If any prehistoric or historic artifacts, such as pottery or ceramics, stone tools or metal 
implements, dugout canoes, or any other physical remains that could be associated with Native 
American culture, or early colonial or American settlement are encountered at any time within 
the Study Area, work in the immediate vicinity of such discoveries would cease.  The contractor 
would immediately contact the USACE District Archaeologist, who would coordinate with the 
FWC and Florida’s State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO).  Work would not resume without 
verbal or written authorization from the SHPO.  If unmarked human remains are encountered, 
all work would stop immediately and notification shall be provided in accordance with Section 
872.05, Florida Statute. 

4.7 Air Quality 

The Proposed Action would not significantly contribute to air pollution.  Temporary impacts 
could result from machinery and increased traffic emissions during construction.  These impacts 
would be minor and would revert to normal conditions following completion of the Proposed 
Action. 

4.8 Noise 

The Proposed Action would not significantly contribute to noise pollution.  Temporary impacts 
could result from machinery and increased traffic during construction; however, these impacts 
would be minor and would revert to normal conditions following completion of the Proposed 
Action. 

4.9 Farmland 

There are no prime farmlands or unique agricultural lands located within the Study Area; 
therefore, no impacts to farmlands are anticipated. 

4.10 Navigation 

No work would be conducted in navigable “waters of the United States” therefore there would 
be no impacts to navigation as a result of the Proposed Action. 

4.11 Recreation 

The Proposed Action does not occur within any recreational areas and would not affect 
recreational or tourism opportunities.  No closures or detours of nearby recreational areas are 
anticipated during construction of the Proposed Action.   

4.12 Socioeconomic Resources 

No impacts on social conditions, including property values, school enrollment, county or 
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municipal expenditures, or crime rates are anticipated as a result of the Proposed Action. 

4.13 Toxic and Hazardous Materials 

Adverse impacts would occur in the event of hazardous materials exposure to a worker, resident, or 
visitor, or if the Proposed Action generated quantities of these materials beyond the capability of 
current management procedures.  However, the Proposed Action would not result in a source of 
hazardous and/or toxic materials.  Petroleum products (e.g., motor oil, lubricants, and gasoline) 
and chemicals (e.g., pesticides/herbicides, etc.) are currently stored in the workshop compound 
in appropriate containers.  No additional or bulk storage of hazardous or toxic material is 
expected as a result of the Proposed Action. 
 
The Proposed Action is not expected to impact hazardous materials management.  It is not 
anticipated that the proposed action would result in noncompliance with applicable Federal 
and FDEP regulations or increase the amounts generated or procured beyond current waste 
management procedures and capacities. 

5 ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE 

Executive Order 12898, “Federal Actions to Address Environmental Justice in Minority and Low-
income Populations,” requires all Federal actions to avoid disproportionate placement of any 
adverse environmental or economic impacts on minority and low-income populations.  It is 
anticipated that the Proposed Action would not adversely affect these socioeconomic groups.  
The Study Area is located in a rural environment with limited residential development surrounding 
the AWMA.  The Proposed Action would not result in the displacement of any homes or 
businesses and would not physically affect any socioeconomic group. 

6 PROTECTION OF CHILDREN 

Executive Order 13045 of April 21, 1997 requires, to the extent permitted by law and mission, 
identification and assessment of environmental health and safety risks to children posed by the 
Proposed Action.  Construction equipment may temporarily increase air pollutants through 
emissions and dust.  These emissions are expected to be short-term in duration and insignificant 
and would revert to normal conditions following construction completion.  The area of the 
proposed project is rural with very low population densities.  Construction contractors would 
implement all safety and security measures required under local, State, and Federal laws and 
regulations. 

7 CUMULATIVE IMPACTS 

A cumulative impacts analysis within an EA should consider the potential environmental 
consequences resulting from "the incremental impacts of the action when added to other past, 
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present, and reasonably foreseeable future actions regardless of what agency or person 
undertakes such other actions" (40 CFR 1508.7).  USACE guidance in considering cumulative 
impacts affirms this requirement, stating that the first steps in assessing cumulative impacts 
involve defining the scope of the other actions and their interrelationship with a proposed 
action.  The scope must consider other projects that coincide with the location and timetable 
of a proposed action and other actions.  Cumulative impacts analyses must also evaluate the 
nature of interactions among these actions. 
 
The scope of the cumulative impacts analysis involves both timeframe and geographic extent 
in which impacts could be expected to occur and a description of what resources could be 
cumulatively affected.  For the purposes of this analysis, the geographic area for consideration 
of cumulative impacts is the AWMA, Lake Seminole, Three Rivers State Park (located 
immediately southeast of the AWMA along Lake Seminole), and the WMAs that border 
the lake in Georgia (Lake Seminole WMA and Silver Lake WMA).  
 
No negative cumulative impacts are anticipated as a result of the Proposed Action.  The AWMA 
is licensed by the USACE to the FWC to provide wildlife conservation and to promote outdoor 
recreation.  All proposed improvements are planned in areas of existing infrastructure; therefore 
no changes in land use would occur.  For the greater Lake Seminole area, including Three Rivers 
State Park and the Lake Seminole and Silver Lake WMAs in Georgia, no known current or 
proposed activities would, in combination with the Proposed Action, result in negative 
impacts to the environment.  In contrast, the Proposed Action is designed to increase the 
FWC’s ability to effectively manage the AWMA, which would provide lasting positive cumulative 
impacts to the natural resources of the AWMA and Lake Seminole into the future. 

8 ANY IRREVERSIBLE OR IRRETRIEVABLE COMMITMENTS WHICH WOULD 
BE INVOLVED SHOULD THE RECOMMENDED PLAN BE IMPLEMENTED 

Any irreversible or irretrievable commitments of resources involved in the Proposed Action have 
been considered and unanticipated at this time. 
 
The proposed structure is semi-permanent; however, the structure could be removed and 
restored to preexisting conditions with minimal environmental impact, if needed. 

9 ADVERSE ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS WHICH CANNOT BE AVOIDED 

No adverse environmental effects are anticipated should the recommended project be 
implemented.  The Proposed Action would occur within an existing fenced developed area.  No 
additional clearing would be required and the increase in impervious surfaces would be minimal.  
Negative impacts to water quality would be avoided by following Best Management Practices 
during construction and reseeding disturbed areas to provide erosion control until natural 
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revegetation occurs.  No negative impacts to fishery, wildlife, wetland, historic, farmland, 
navigational, recreational, or socioeconomic resources are anticipated because these resources 
were not documented during the May 25, 2016 field assessment of the Study Area and the 
Proposed Action would not negatively impact the adjacent resources.  

10 THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN LOCAL SHORT-TERM USES OF MAN’S 
ENVIRONMENT AND MAINTENANCE AND ENHANCEMENT OF LONG-
TERM PRODUCTIVITY 

The proposed project constitutes a short-term use of man's environment and is not anticipated 
to affect long-term productivity.  No long-term negative or cumulative impacts are anticipated 
as a result of the Proposed Action, which supports the management of natural resources at the 
AWMA.  

11 COORDINATION 

This EA has been coordinated with the Florida SHPO via letter dated 15 June 2017 and federally 
recognized tribes via letter dated 19 June 2017.  A copy of the final EA will be posted at 
http://www.sam.usace.army.mil/Missions/Planning-Environmental/Environmental-Assessments/ 
for a period of 30 days. 
 
 

http://www.sam.usace.army.mil/Missions/Planning-Environmental/Environmental-Assessments/






The use of this map is restricted to those with a need-to-know in accordance with the National Historic 
Preservation Act, as Amended, and the Archaeological Resources Protection Act of 1979.  The location of 

archaeological sites is considered sensitive information and is not for public dissemination.
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Appendix B. Photographs of existing 
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Mr. Ronald Hobgood          July 20, 2017 
USACE Mobile District 
P.O. Box 2288 
Mobile, AL 36628-0001 
 
RE: DHR Project File No.: 2015-5043-B, Received by DHR: June 22, 2017 

Project: No Effect Determination for Office Building Rehabilitation at the Apalachee Wildlife 
Management Area (SEM-016-001) 

 County: Jackson 
 
Mr. Hobgood: 
 
The Florida State Historic Preservation Officer reviewed the referenced project for possible effects on historic 
properties listed, or eligible for listing, on the National Register of Historic Places. The review was conducted in 
accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, and its implementing 
regulations in 36 CFR Part 800: Protection of Historic Properties.  
 
It is the opinion of this office that the proposed project is unlikely to affect historic properties. However, the 
permit, if issued, should include the following special condition regarding unexpected discoveries: 
 

 If prehistoric or historic artifacts, such as pottery or ceramics, projectile points, dugout canoes, metal 
implements, historic building materials, or any other physical remains that could be associated with 
Native American, early European, or American settlement are encountered at any time within the project 
site area, the permitted project shall cease all activities involving subsurface disturbance in the vicinity of 
the discovery. The applicant shall contact the Florida Department of State, Division of Historical 
Resources, Compliance Review Section at (850)-245-6333. Project activities shall not resume without 
verbal and/or written authorization. In the event that unmarked human remains are encountered during 
permitted activities, all work shall stop immediately and the proper authorities notified in accordance with 
Section 872.05, Florida Statutes.  

 
If you have any questions, please contact Deena Woodward, Community Assistance Consultant, by email at 
Deena.Woodward@dos.myflorida.com, or by telephone at 850.245.6333 or 800.847.7278. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Timothy A. Parsons, Ph.D., RPA 
Director, Division of Historical Resources & State Historic Preservation Officer 



 

 

 
 
December 13, 2016  
 
Bryant A King 
DRMP, Inc 
2882 Remington Green Circle 
Tallahassee, FL 32308   
 
Re: Apalachee WMA  
      Application # PDEX-063-17732-1  
      (Please reference the above number on all correspondence)  
 
 
Dear Bryant A King: 
  
The Northwest Florida Water Management District (District) received your application on December 
09, 2016 requesting an exemption verification for the referenced project. 
  
Based on the information provided, the District has determined that the project does not meet any 
of the conditions requiring a permit in rule 62-330.020. 
 
  
This exemption verification only applies to the requirements of the District and does not relieve you 
of meeting the permit requirements of other agencies. Please contact Ron Potts at (850) 921-2986 
or ron.potts@nwfwater.com if you have any questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
  

 
  
Michael Bateman 
P.E., Chief, Bureau of Environmental Resource Permitting 
 
 
 

mailto:ron.potts@nwfwater.com

