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ProjectOperation
LAKE REGULATION AND COORDINATIONFOR FISH
MANAGEMENT PURPOSES

Supplementatiomfthis regulationis permitted.
Furnishone copyof eachsupplemento CESAD-CM-OC.

1. Purpose.This regulationprovidespolicy for administrationof awatermanagement
programto balancethe multiple resourcenanagemermesponsibilitiesofwaterresource
projectsduringthe fish-spawningseasonThis policy will establishpriority for water
level managemenb aid fish spawningor thepurposeof maintainingbalancedish
populationson Corpswaterresourcegprojectswithin the South Atlantic Division. Stable
lakelevelsshouldbe maintainedfor approximately to 6 weekseachspring. Under
adverseconditionssuchasflood or drought,stablelakelevelsmay not bepossible. All
othermanagementesponsibilitiesshouldbe scheduledutsideof the fish-spawning

window.

2. Applicability. Thisregulationis applicableto thefollowing lakesin the South
Atlantic Division:

Allatoona

B. EverettJordan
Falls

Hartwell

J. StromThurmond
John H. Kerr
Okatibbee

Philpott
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RichardB. Russell
Seminole
SidneyLanier
WalterF. George
. WestPoint

n. W. Kerr Scott
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3. References
a. Required. ER 1130-2-540Chapter2, NaturalResourcesStewardship

b. Related.ER 1130-2-550ChapteB, ProjectMasterPlansand Operational
ManagemenPlans. EO 12962,RecreationaFisheries,7 Junel995

4. Responsibilities

a. District Engineer. The District Engineeris responsiblegor therequired
coordinationamongWaterManagemenPersonnend OperationPersonnein
preventingwvaterlevel drawdownsduring thefish spawningseason.

b. District Water Managemenand OperationPersonnel.Water Management
Personnelill give advancenoticeto OperationdPersonneandthe District Public
Affairs Officer of anyproposedvatermanagemenactionthatmay be perceivedy the
public and/orotherstakeholdersisdetrimentato fish spawningsuccessOperations
Personnelill immediatelyadvise SouthAtlantic Division OperationdPersonneénd,
within 24 hoursofnotification, advisestate federal,andlocal fish andwildlife and
environmentagroups,asapplicable,of thesgproposedctions.

c. District Public Affairs Officer. The District Public Affairs Officer will, within 24
hoursofnotification, throughpressrelease®r othernecessaryneansadvisethenews
mediaofspecificwatermanagemerdctionsthat are potentiallydetrimentato thefish
spawn. Reasongor the specificwatermanagemenactionshouldbe clearlyexplained.

5. Procedures

a. General. ER 1130-2-54Qprovidesguidancefor programsandactivitiesrelatedto
environmentastewardshipandthemanagemenofnaturalresources.The program
objectivesincludemanagementof naturalresource®n Corpsof Engineersadministered
landandwaterin accordanceith ecosystenmanagemerrinciples,to ensuretheir
continuedavailability. Stewardshighroughnaturalresourcesnanagement¢nsureshe
conservationpreservatioror protectionof naturalresourcegor presentind future
generations.Maintainingstablewaterlevelsduring thespring fish-spawningseasoris
primarily targetedat largemouthbass. Largemouttbassarethe primarypredatoin
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southeasterreservoirsand achievingsuccessfuspawnss necessaryo maintain
desirablefish populations. Following thesecondor third yearof poororunsuccessful
spawning,foragefish may becomeoverpopulatedreatingspeciesmbalanceand
resultantpoorsportfishing dueto the decreasen thenumberoflargemouthbassgrowing
into the larger,harvestableizeclasses.

b. Water TemperaturesLargemouthbassspawnduringspringwhenwater
temperaturesncreasdo approximatelyp degreeg18 degree<elsius).Water
temperaturenonitoring shouldbeginduring early spring asthe lake waterreache$0
degreed-ahrenhei{16 degree<£elsius). The spawningperiod is bestdefinedusing
watertemperaturelatacoupledwith observatiordataprovidedby fisheryprofessionals.
However ,if watertemperaturadatais the only informationavailable the spawning
periodshouldbe definedasbeginningwhenwatertemperatureseacht5 degrees
Fahrenhei(18 degree<elsius)until three(3) weeksafterwatertemperatureseach70
degreed-ahrenheit(21 degree<elsius). Watertemperatureshouldbe takeneachday
throughoutthis period. The temperatureeadingsshouldbe takenin asunnycove
betweenl000 and 1630 hoursby submersinghe thermometesix (6) inchesdeepwhere
thewateris approximatelythree(3) to five (5) feetdeep.

c. Fish SpawningObservation. Watertemperaturelatausedfor determininghe
spawningseasomwill be supplementedith observatiomataprovidedby fishery
professionalsLargemouthbasscanoftenbe observedn theirnestsduring the spawning
season.If lake conditions(waterclarity, etc.)allow, qualified ProjectNaturalResources
Managemenpersonnelor statefisherybiologistsmay conductvisual surveysor fish
samplingto determinevhenspawningbeginsor ends.

d. LakelLevelManagement.ProjectNaturalResourcedManagemenpersonneljn
cooperatiomwith fisherypersonnebfthe applicablestatefishery agencywill advise
District WaterManagemenpersonnebfthe beginningand endingofthe spawning
season.TheDistrict will havefinal authorityin selectingan operationalindowto
supportthe largemouthbassspawn. This operationalvindowshouldbe timedto
coincidewith the peakspawningperiod and shouldprovidestablelakelevelsto prevent
thestrandingofeggsandabandonmenbfnests.Raisingthewater level a few feetduring
thespawningseasordoesot impactbassspawningunlessthe waterlevel is then
loweredmorethansix (6)inches. Throughoutthe spawningseasonwaterlevelsshould
neverbe loweredmorethan six (6) inchesbelowthe highestlake elevationrecorded
duringthe operationabpawningwindow. If thehigh waterlevel exceedshe normal
summetpool elevatiomat the end of the spawningwindow, effortsmustbe madeto adjust
lakelevelsdownto normalsummeior conservatiorpoolto preventiossofshoreline
vegetation. Lossofshorelinevegetatiorcausesncreasecerosion,which reducesfuture
spawnindhabitat.
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e. SpecialManagementonsiderations. Specialmanagementonsiderationsnaybe
requiredto fulfill specific stewardshipbjectives EachDistrict mayimplement
modifications to watermanagemenduring the spawningseasowhenfish specieother
thanlargemouthbassareidentifiedby stateresourcesagenciesasbeingahigherpriority.
Whenadoptingspecialmanagementonsiderationsndividual watermanagemenplans
shouldbe developedn consultatiorwith statefishery agencieon an annualbasis.

f. Exceptions

(1) An exceptiorto lakelevel managemen paragrapls.d. abovemaybemade
forthe JohnH. KerrReservoiduring yearswhen downstreanflows aresupplemented
for stripedbassmanagemenproviding storagefor this purposeremainsn thereservoir.
Preferencenaybegivento release$or maintainingthe stripedbassfishery downstream
from the damoverthatof largemouttbassspawningn the JohnH. KerrReservoir.

(2) An exceptionto the lakelevel managemerit paragrapl5.d. abovemaybe
madefor RichardB. RussellLakein orderto maintain aminimumnetheadof 145 feetto
providedesignedchydropowercapacityoutput.

6. Documentation.The actionsrequiredto implementthis policy should be includedin
theWater Control Manualandthe Project's OperationaManagemen®lan (OMP).
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