
*DR 1130-2-16

DEPARTMENTOF THE ARMY
SouthAtlanticDivision, CorpsofEngineers

Room9M15, 60 ForsythStreet,S. W.
Atlanta, Georgia30303-8801

CESAD-CM-OC

Regulation 30 March2001
No. 1130-2-16

ProjectOperation
LAKE REGULATION AND COORDINATIONFOR FISH

MANAGEMENT PURPOSES

Supplementationofthis regulationis permitted.
Furnishone copyof eachsupplementto CESAD-CM-OC.

1. Purpose.This regulationprovidespolicy for administrationof awatermanagement
programto balancethemultiple resourcemanagementresponsibilitiesofwaterresource
projectsduringthefish-spawningseason.This policy will establishpriority for water
level managementto aid fish spawningfor thepurposeofmaintainingbalancedfish
populationson Corpswaterresourcesprojectswithin theSouthAtlantic Division. Stable
lakelevelsshouldbemaintainedfor approximately4 to 6 weekseachspring. Under
adverseconditionssuchasflood or drought,stablelakelevelsmaynot bepossible. All
othermanagementresponsibilitiesshouldbescheduledoutsideof thefish-spawning
window.

2. Applicability. Thisregulationis applicableto thefollowing lakesin theSouth
AtlanticDivision:

a. Allatoona
b. B. EverettJordan
c. Falls
d. Hartwell
e. J. StromThurmond
f. JohnH.Kerr
g. Okatibbee
h. Philpott

* ThisregulationsupersedesDR 1130-2-16,1 April 1993.
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i. RichardB. Russell
j. Seminole
k. SidneyLanier
1. WalterF. George
m. WestPoint
n. W. Kerr Scott

3. References

.

a. Required. ER 1130-2-540,Chapter2, NaturalResourcesStewardship

b. Related.ER 1130-2-550,Chapter3, ProjectMasterPlansandOperational
ManagementPlans. EO 12962,RecreationalFisheries,7 June1995

4. Responsibilities

.

a. District Engineer. TheDistrict Engineeris responsiblefor therequired
coordinationamongWaterManagementPersonnelandOperationsPersonnelin
preventingwaterlevel drawdownsduring thefish spawningseason.

b. District Water ManagementandOperationsPersonnel.WaterManagement
Personnelwill give advancenoticeto OperationsPersonnelandtheDistrict Public
Affairs Officerof anyproposedwatermanagementactionthatmaybeperceivedby the
public and/orotherstakeholdersasdetrimentalto fish spawningsuccess.Operations
Personnelwill immediatelyadviseSouthAtlantic Division OperationsPersonneland,
within 24 hoursofnotification,advisestate,federal,andlocal fish andwildlife and
environmentalgroups,asapplicable,of theseproposedactions.

c. District PublicAffairs Officer. TheDistrict PublicAffairs Officerwill, within 24
hoursofnotification, throughpressreleasesorothernecessarymeansadvisethenews
mediaofspecificwatermanagementactionsthat arepotentiallydetrimentalto thefish
spawn. Reasonsfor thespecificwatermanagementactionshouldbeclearlyexplained.

5. Procedures

.

a. General. ER 1130-2-540providesguidancefor programsandactivitiesrelatedto
environmentalstewardshipandthemanagementofnaturalresources.Theprogram
objectivesincludemanagementof naturalresourceson CorpsofEngineersadministered
landandwaterin accordancewith ecosystemmanagementprinciples,to ensuretheir
continuedavailability. Stewardshipthroughnaturalresourcesmanagementensuresthe
conservation,preservationor protectionofnaturalresourcesfor presentand future
generations.Maintainingstablewaterlevelsduring thespring fish-spawningseasonis
primarily targetedat largemouthbass.Largemouthbassaretheprimarypredatorin
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southeasternreservoirsand achievingsuccessfulspawnsis necessaryto maintain
desirablefish populations. Following thesecondor third yearofpoororunsuccessful
spawning,foragefish maybecomeoverpopulatedcreatingspeciesimbalanceand
resultantpoorsport fishing dueto thedecreasein thenumberoflargemouthbassgrowing
into the larger,harvestablesizeclasses.

b. WaterTemperatures.Largemouthbassspawnduringspringwhenwater
temperaturesincreaseto approximately65 degrees(18degreesCelsius).Water
temperaturemonitoring shouldbeginduring earlyspringasthelakewaterreaches60
degreesFahrenheit(16degreesCelsius). Thespawningperiod is bestdefinedusing
watertemperaturedatacoupledwith observationdataprovidedby fisheryprofessionals.
However,if watertemperaturedatais theonly informationavailable,the spawning
periodshouldbedefinedasbeginningwhenwatertemperaturesreach65 degrees
Fahrenheit(18degreesCelsius)until three(3) weeksafterwatertemperaturesreach70
degreesFahrenheit(21 degreesCelsius). Watertemperaturesshouldbe takeneachday
throughoutthisperiod.Thetemperaturereadingsshouldbe takenin asunnycove
between1000 and 1630hoursby submersingthethermometersix (6) inchesdeepwhere
thewateris approximatelythree(3) to five (5) feetdeep.

c. FishSpawningObservation.Watertemperaturedatausedfor determiningthe
spawningseasonwill be supplementedwith observationdataprovidedby fishery
professionals.Largemouthbasscanoftenbeobservedon theirnestsduring thespawning
season.If lakeconditions(waterclarity, etc.)allow, qualifiedProjectNaturalResources
Managementpersonnelorstatefisherybiologistsmayconductvisualsurveysor fish
samplingto determinewhenspawningbeginsor ends.

d. LakeLevelManagement.ProjectNaturalResourcesManagementpersonnel,in
cooperationwith fisherypersonneloftheapplicablestatefisheryagency,will advise
District WaterManagementpersonnelofthebeginningandendingofthespawning
season.TheDistrict will havefinal authorityin selectinganoperationalwindowto
supportthe largemouthbassspawn. This operationalwindowshouldbe timedto
coincidewith thepeakspawningperiod andshouldprovidestablelakelevels to prevent
thestrandingofeggsandabandonmentofnests.Raisingthewater level a few feetduring
thespawningseasondoesnot impactbassspawningunlessthewaterlevel is then
loweredmorethansix (6) inches. Throughoutthespawningseason,waterlevelsshould
neverbe loweredmorethan six (6) inchesbelowthehighestlakeelevationrecorded
duringtheoperationalspawningwindow. If thehigh waterlevel exceedsthenormal
summerpool elevationat theendof thespawningwindow,effortsmustbemadeto adjust
lakelevelsdownto normalsummeror conservationpool to preventlossofshoreline
vegetation.Lossofshorelinevegetationcausesincreasederosion,which reducesfuture
spawninghabitat.
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e. SpecialManagementConsiderations. Specialmanagementconsiderationsmaybe
requiredto fulfill specificstewardshipobjectives.EachDistrict mayimplement
modificationsto watermanagementduring thespawningseasonwhenfish speciesother
thanlargemouthbassareidentifiedby stateresourcesagenciesasbeingahigherpriority.
Whenadoptingspecialmanagementconsiderations,individual watermanagementplans
shouldbedevelopedin consultationwith statefishery agencieson an annualbasis.

f. Exceptions

.

(1) An exceptionto lakelevel managementin paragraphS.d. abovemaybemade
for theJohnH. KerrReservoirduring yearswhendownstreamflows aresupplemented
for stripedbassmanagementprovidingstoragefor this purposeremainsin thereservoir.
Preferencemaybegivento releasesfor maintainingthestripedbassfisherydownstream
from thedamoverthatof largemouthbassspawningin theJohnH. KerrReservoir.

(2) An exceptionto the lakelevel managementin paragraphS.d. abovemaybe
madefor RichardB. RussellLakein orderto maintainaminimumnetheadof 145 feetto
providedesignedhydropowercapacityoutput.

6. Documentation.Theactionsrequiredto implementthis policy should be includedin
theWaterControlManualandtheProject’sOperationalManagementPlan(OMP).

FORTHE COMMANDER:
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