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WHAT IS THE

TECHNICAL

ASSISTANCE

GRANT

PROGRAM?

Background gl the Program: In 1£80. the Comprehensive _vimnmental

Response, Compensation, and Liability ACl (CERCLA)_otherwise k_own as

"Superfu nd_--_3tablished a t_Ls| fund [or ll_e cleanup o f hazardous wa_t e sites in

the Uaited Stat_ C-E_.CLA was modi fled and extended when Conh,_ss passed
the Superi'und AmelldmenL,; and _eauthonzatlon A¢¢ of 1986 (SARA), T_e

Envlrot_mental Protection Agency (EPA) is re_pon$1ble for admlnistenng the
Superfund Program.

An impor iani aspect of Ihe Superfund program is ¢iti:_¢n imvo[vemez_l at the

local level in d eci<,ion making tha( re]ares Io _ile-spec_ fie ¢leanup actions For

this reason. Community outreach activises are underway at each o[ he appro× -

mate]y 1,2.00 sites that are presently on the National Priorities List (NPLL The

NPL l$ EPA's published li_t of _he most Serious hazardous waste _ites nahon-

wide that hav_ bc_:n iden{_fied as poterttial threats to the environment"

RecognlTing th_ importance o£ community Lavolvemeni and the need [oz c/tize_s

tiring near NPL slte_ to be wetl-/n formed,Congress included provlslons in SARA t o

establish a T_hnicaI AssislaZ_¢e Gr_n_ {TAG) P_ram, intended to promote public

involvemenf in decL_io _ on site-s_[ fic _lea_up $tralegi_ u ndo_ 5upcrfund

OeL'i$10_ ¢3ortcerltictg ¢leanup a¢fiv[l[e_ at [%1pL site,s Should be base_ on a range of
I_hnieal conslderatlo_ The_e might include:

• Studies o f Sile condltions.

• The rta ture of ih_ wastes involved.

• "R_e lechnologies available for performi_ ihe noce_[,ary cleanup aclio_s.

The TAC Pro_Tam provides funds for qualifled citizens" _oups affeclcd by a

Super[und sil_ Io hlre iltdepondent Ic4;hnlca ] advisors IO help them unde_sland and

_omment on slte-r_l_tL_ in(or m._tio n, and thus pal:tieipaie in cleanup docision$.

51.c_ Ih_ firsl T._tG _s aum rSe,2 in I _8_. mor¢ ?ha_ -_6 million h_ been _l_ rdeJ

dlr_cll_ to _sro_l_ groitp_.

8a_le ProvIsions of the TAG Program:

• _r._nlSOfU]_lOS_0000areas,ailableloCOmnlUlll ,gro_ o t cl_rgu-_."
Of hil_ng a IL_]I [llc_I ads i_or to in I_rpl ._1 Sit c.rclall_t IL_hnical i r_l'llr n3aliOn

AddJlioi%3hlindhll_n_avP'_'_v_ila_iolorunu:_l_lk, l,lr=_l=orconli_l_xsilL, _

]
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USES OF

TECHNICAL

ASSISTANCE

GRANTS

WHO MAY

APPLY FOR A

GRANT?

• _,i e group is rcqulrcd Io ¢onlribulc matchin_ funds, w]mlher in cash or

do*_ted _X_r _ICCS or sup ollc_ equal Io 20 perecnt of lhe lolal projecl ¢osls

- Tr,_ _.rou p m us1Slale wh_ t i[ inlcnds io do _.ilh T._.C fumd s

• O._ly one TAC is availab]e ior each NPL $11e.

CJlIZ_Zl _OUpS I_/ly use _rant /und5 to hire [ethnical adviso_ Io help them

underslandmeastinglnforn_llonaboutlh_Sileotin[orralatlondevel_pcdduringlho
Su/_ffund deanup procc, ss,

You Can _ TAG funds Ira pay a lechnical advi_r to:

• Re,_iew site-rehled dooament% wh_'t heir produced by"_'A or olhors.

• MOel with Ihe TAC group io explain technlcal in forrnation.

• p_o vld e a ssislance in Corn m u ni_ mn_; the _ro%l p, s sj 1__r_]a lc*c[ _,Onc_,j_rLs,

• Interpret technical in formation for Ihc comcnunity.

• partlc[patelnsilevislts, whenpo_ole, to_tinabctt_runde_tandirl_aof
cleanup acllvitl_,_

° Travel Io meetings and heart ng$ related to Ihe sit uatlon at the s[t_

youal_oemnus,_T,%C_%lndstohil_marg_nelo_drnin_sletthegrant(_c-Managlng

You CaNnot u_ TAG funds to develop new in_om'm_lion (for _mple, to ODd%duct

additional _amp] Jng) or to support legal actiom, in any way, including th_ prepara-

tios Of le_6 rgton y or the hinn$ of expl_rt %vihtC'S_L_S.

Ellgible pups are made up of people whose health, econon_Jc Ivell-b_ing, or
_'njoymenl o_ the e_vlronm_.l ar_ Imatentlally ¢hreate*%ed.

An)'g_oup _pplylng for a T,a.C must be nonprotlt and incorporated (_ormed a legal

corp°radon)or%qotki_g lo_vard i*l¢orporalion under app]icabl_stale, lasvs, App]i
C,_l[on$ ale encouraged [ro_:

• Crotap5 Ihal have a gcnulne _nler(,51 in lear nin_ more _boul I]%c Ic(:hnical
aspc<ls of a nearby 5uper_und site,

• Croups ¢ommltled to shari_ si[e informalion _,ilh th_ _ntlre affc_led

¢ommunil},

For _xarnpl_ math _r_p_ could b_:

• CQmmunily _r_up_ (o _med to _ddr_ sile-rclaled issues,

• F-_isl[ng_id2_E_,'._::ocla[ions.

j



HOW TO
APPLY FOR

A GRANT

• Your plans for the TAG funds and the technical ad_dsor's _.rvi¢c_

• Your coraraitment and abillly to share the in[ormalion provided by the
t_hnlcal ad ..nsor with Others in the conlrnu nlty.. •

• The degree to which your gToup represents individuals in t he corrwaun[ty.

The App[IC.a tI¢_n PrOCess: EPA may award on]v one TAC per Super fund site. To

make sure that all eligible groups have an equal oppontunity to europe e for a

single TAG, EPA. has _Ja application process that inc]udes the folLo_*'in_ slept:

• Send EPA a letter stating your desire to apply and naming the site(s)
involved. If work at the site is underway or _heduled Io begin. EPA will

_and you the Sup_und TA C H_ndboot: Al_alging _er a Graat and the Su_r-
/un_d TAG Handboo_ The Application FO,_S with lr*structlons and inform

othe_ in the corranunity that a group is interested in applying [or a TAG.¸

• Othexinterestedl_roups then have 30 days to contact the orlglnal applicant
to folin a coalition and submit one app[icatlon,
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CHOOSING A

TECHNICAL

ADVISOR

MANAGING

YOUR GRANT

t

. . . r
• If_rouiisarcunabb.t:l[ormacoallt_un. hl'/%_ t[]aEcuplu"pa*atcapl_[*catlo;la

(rotlt all _[ou p_ for an addltloaa_ 30-day pcriad.

• 'Ep A then rr_y award a grant to th(: group that t_Sl meet s 03c cvalua tlon
crttcna.

AtMnusuallylar_eor_mplexsil_n_oa'ot_n&50.O_infundi_gsl_ybcnecc_¢_

to eo,ahle _tiz_os to par tlci_te effusively in d_-isions related to site actlvifi_3.. In

such ca 5_. TAG r_i pients r_ay req last addi6onat lundlng.

lj%I_n ch_ig=_ a t_E advlsor a_ter th_ TAG i_award_, you sbauld 'co"slder

the kind of te_hn_l a d_,_ yolJr J_O _/p n_"ds most and whirr a ptosp_.(1 v_
ad vlsor has the varlety Of sldlls n_sar 2" to pro%_df' all of the advice needed. A

¢o;hni_] ad viseJr must have:

• ICRO*^.I L.d_¢ 0 _ h_ rdous or tox_,¢ wa s(e issta _ _ r.d ¢'x[_.erierloe work], _ on

hazardous or to)de waste prob]err_.

• Aca d _mic tra[rdng in t'e]_nt _,_cn_[ic and t_.J1 _i_a ] _i_]d$.

. * The ability to t_ar_late technical inforrnzfian into tenr_ under slandabt e to

lay pe_n_

• F_ier_c_ _n z_/n_t_chni_31 pr_sen ta _o n$ and %_'orkzn_ Wi _gco m m_ _ _

_oups.

• Cood cornm_ n_ca_ion sklils.

YOU may u_.e yot_r TAC {xmds to hire more than one tec_rti_l advisor if your Srou_o

wanL_e combination of skillsata p_r tlcular_t_ For e:ca m pie, a g_o u p I_ay b_ unabl_

to find a slng]e advlsof expeJi_r=c_ in botilhydrology and eI_idemJo]ogy, t_¢o of the

skills m_t nc-eded a_ its site. Another approach ,_,ould be to hire a coi_ult_ng firm

tha t has experience in all the needE.d areas 7heSup_TfUndTAGH=ndboo_cPn_:ur_-

rnerz£--[Js]n,_ TAG Ftt_ts d_tails the pilot.s of hiring a technical adl, i_r and

identJ f_es reiatL_d iss_ that chLT_r,s" g_oups may %vlsh to consider.

You must routinely keep track of how yo_x spend TA_ funds. In general, you must:

• E_tab_ish an aocotmtmg System and keep a pproprlate records.

• SubnaJt reirnbur_m_tt fotalrm to E['A for the money to pay the te_hrtlcal

advi&or (each form must show that the group met the requlrcd _0 percent

Contribution)

• Prepare and st_br_t quarler ly progr_ repor_ to E?A.

TAG funds may be used to hire someone with the appropriate skills to administer

the grant. }-[owever. to ensure t hat TAG funds are used ptJ nxa rily #or the int_(pre-
tat{ore and oc, mmunicadon of slte-relak'd to:hnle_l data, Ihe_e co_t _ n'my not exceed

20 peroent o[ the total TAG prowl costs.
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