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. MEETING MINUTES /78

Restoralion Advisory Board
September 15, 1994, 6:00 p.m,
Defense Distrihution Depnt Memphis, Commander’s Conterence Room

The September Restoration Advisory Board (RAB) meeting was held on September 135, 1994, at the Defense
Depot Memphis Tennessee (DDMT) in the Commander's Conference Room. The tollowing people were in

artenance;
Restocation Advisory Board Membhers
Ms. Christine Kartman Defense Depar Memphis {(Installation Co-Chair)
Ms. Karen Blanks Industry Representative
Mr. Jim Marrisan for Jozdan English Tennessee Department of Envirenment and
Canservation(TDEC)

Mr. James Goines Citizen Representative
Mr. Carter Gray Memphis/Shelby County Health Department (MSCHD)
Ms. Johnnie Mae Peters Citizen Representative
Mr. Larry Sinith Miul-South Peace and Justice Center
Ms. Veroniea Smith Citizen Representative
Ms. Eustace McKissack

tor Willie Mae Willent Citizen Representative
Mr. James Webb Memphis Light. Gas and Water Campany

. Ms. Barbara Johnson Citizen Representitive

Ms. Pamela Walker for B. Sonnenburg

and Janet Hooks mMemphis City Council

Others in Allendance
Ms. Bonnie Bashar Tennessee Health Department
Mr. Frank Novitzki Defense Depot Memphis
Mr. George Dunn Defense Depot Memphis
Ms. Denise Cooper Defense Depat Memphis
Mr. Jahn Romeo U.5. Army Corps of Engineers
Mr. Mark Corey CH2M Hiit
Mr. Bub Blanz CHZM Hill
Mr, Barry Moore MSCHD-Water Quality
Ms. Sue Estes Earth Tech
RAB tMMembers not in Altendance
Mr. Ulysses Truiit Citizen Representative
Dr. Cleo Kirk Sheiby County Board of Commissioners
Ms. Helyn Keith Shelby Couaty Mavar's Dffice
. Mr. Reginald French Memphis City Mayor's Otfice

ds. Duris Prather Citizen Represeniative

Rev. W A, Sugps Citizen Representative
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. Ms. Kariman opened the meeting by welcoming the RAB members and ziving an overview of the agenda for
the meeting.

Old Busginess
RAB Charer--

The RAB was asked 1o sign the charter since nu comments were received. The members who were
present at the meeting followed Ms. Kartman in placing thaeir signatures un the charter.

Attendance Letters--

As discussed at a previous meeting ottendance letters will be sent vul 1 members who migs two
conseculive meetings with no representation. Doris Prather anld W_A . Suggs have not attended any
meetings s we will be sending letters out ter them. Rewinald French called and stated he would be
auending the meeting that was held in August, A letter will be sent o the Muyor's utfice 1 request a
new representative.  Pamela Waiker affered ta call Reginald French and rind oot it there is someene in
the Mayor’s Office that would be availuble w attend the RAB meetings, [f Ms. Prather and M. Suggs
are not interested in participating in the RAB we will choose new representatives trom the vriginal
applications that were received,

Fact Sheets/Executive Summaries--

Larry Smith was introduced as the Community Co-Chair. Mr. Smith requested that members need 1o

. get everyone who is involved in the process to go theough the summaries and faet sheets tha havea been
provided at previous RAB meetings. The RAB newls to vall around and ge citizen groups (o meet
amongst themselves 1o get teedback and comments to ineorporate and to generate questions that may
need o be clarified Decisions that will be made &n the furure wil be based on the advice that comes
from the comments provided by this group, Mr. Novitzki also stated that the more comments we
recetve up franl 0y incorporate inte future work lans the mare erficient we can be later. Mr. Smith
also mentigned the availability of the complete documents that are housed in the information
repusitories. These dacuments are also helpful in understanding 1he past studies. such as the 1990 Law
Environmental Study, and the wverall process tur restoration. The Main Public Libary on Peabody
has the documeuts ar the reference desk on the main level, Ms. Kartman stated that all the fact sheets
and summariss are open for comment at this time, We need feedback from the RAB on the formar,
contents, and level of knowledge contained in this infarmation hefore we sead it aut w the auneral
pubiic.

Mr. Smith alsy asked the RAB if they had any comments ahaat the minutes tmm the August meeting
minutes. There were nu comments.
New Business

Health Study—

) Ms. Kartman introduced Ms. Bonnie Bashor trom the State Health Department o give a presentation
:‘ on cancer studies, what is cancer, and how 10 get a health study dane, Ms. Bashor gave a presentation
that addressed the following:
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® ‘What is cancer?
& What do we know abiout it?
* Specitics aon breaso cancer
* How ;v ger o Study done

What is cancer--

Cancer is notjust one disease it is a whole lut af different Jiseases. Euch type is characterized by
same abrormal cells that grew.  Each type of cancer is a distinet different disease. they are not all one
type and are not cause by vne thing. Canver development is generally divided into three different
srages: initiation. promotion, pragression. Development can take from 5-30 years {rom the time of
exposure Lo a cancer-causing agent. Since development may take up (o 40 years it is difficult to trace
the passible pathways of expasure.

What do we knnv.: about ir?

Cancer is vaused by multiple factars which may be both internat and external that wurk together.

Sume tactors which may be related o cincers include diar, tobacce. occupation, polluticn, as well as
sume yet unkaown cuuses, In order o relite a chemical w specitic cancer the chemical must be
capable of causing a specitic cancer. must be measurable in the environment. there must be EXPOSUre in
sufficient quantity and {engih of time. and same internal tactars causing the initiated cell PIOEress w
cancer. Human carcinogens include uecupational exposures w chemicals, therapeutic aments, and
others such as tobacer smoke, sunlight and radiagion,

. Specifics on breast cancer--
Information was included in the handowts regarding incidence rates and risk factors of breast cancer.
- Haw 1o get 2 srudy done--

[n order o relate a community’s cancer rate o chemical expasure there must be a chemical capable of
causing the specific cancer, the chemical must he measurable in the environment, zn exposure to the
chemical of concern, penple within the area that huve hadt varying exposure rates, the chemical is
persistent in the hody of those exposed. the chemical is rare in the body of those unexposed, the
population around the site must be stable. and there must be sutficient statistical power.

The community needs o gather the following infurmation for a study:

®Detine the boundaries nf the area of concern

SHow many people five in the defined areqy

*What is the putative environmental insult? {What is it that peaple are exposed w?)

85 there a raute of exposure o that insuit? (Could people drink. eat. ger it on their skin?)
8 Are there ennugh people i have the swtistical power necessary o show an excess of the
particuiar type ot cancer of cancer?

The state can provide the average rate af incidence for the entire stare. 1t can be adjusted by a critecia
such as age if needed. The cummunity itself would need to he responsible for the first stage in dara
wallection. There are twa ways 0 achieve this intormation, Dr. Thibadesux af Lovisiana Stare

. University who has federal money w help communities with problems they are having around sites.
His telephane number is 504-388-6770. The other uption is o provide the community with a
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questionnaire to avceumulate information about each member of gixch househadd wi%h;_ study area.
Once this information has been collected the number of incidence of cuncer sm? a particular time in-
the study area havebeen-diggnased can be coleulated. This number shauld then'be compared to the
stite averages tar the same age, race and sex distribution,

...-"

Do to the lack of personnel within the state health department to do the study, the community s being
asked 1o callect the ininal daa. There are two graduate stwdy groups at Vanderbilt University, STEP
and the Swdent Health Coalition, these groups may be ahle o help with studies. Ms, Bashar will
provide the RAB with some contact names and phune numhers, A sttistician should be able to help
locate and keep track of the incoming infarmation, Mr. Gray agresd w (ry 10 bring a statistician o the
aext meeting, The study may be ahle o he accomptished in smaller samples o make it sully more
manageable. In arder to limit the study area the possible pathways should be considered first. The
community must first show that there is a significant cancer cluster in the area and a potemial causal
relauanship betore the state and ATSDR will became involved. ATSDR will be doing a health
assessment and Gary Camphell from ATSDR is expected to attend the next RAB meeting. Mr. Smith
suggested breaking dowa the sty hy possible pathways of cuntamination, A representative sample
may be used rather than the entire pepulation of the surrounding area.  Aerial photographs may be
helpful in tdentifying changes in the ares at @ given time s well as possible pathways.  Ms. Bashor can
be reached at 615-741-5683.

Groundwater Removal Action Status—

The Dratt Prapoased Plan tor the [nterim Groundwarer Action that was distributed to the RAB is the
same as what was submitted to TDEC and the EPA. TDEC has reviewed and sent their comments.,

. EPA is still reviewing the proposed plan. Until the EPA comments dre received nothing can be
incorporated inte the plan. If RAB members have any comments on this proposed plan piease contace
Frank Novizki. The public camments received can then be added and ;‘ll‘.|L|I‘L5!>t.‘d at the same time ag
the regulatory comments,

Mr. Novitzki was asked to give some clarification on the hydrwlic barrier alternative.  Although the
process will begin with ane well, eventuatly a series of wells will placed in o line w0 collect
contaminated groundwater which will then be pumped oul and treated.  This will eliminate the
migration vf contaminated groundwaier which may be occurring. This it not an ultimate cere, but an
action that can be taken soon to stop the contamination trom moving any 1'urther Studies will continue
during this action toward elimination of the source(s) of the "ruundwaler tyniam ion. The type of
contaminates, and many other factors, will determine how quickly th Groundwater migrates. The
teasibility studies witl help ta determine what other possible n:m.hnuln oy ix available versus the pump
and treat method. The EPA has o program cilled SITE which solicits from companies that are coming
up with new technologies. There has been comtact with them o see if the Deput can become involved

in these new methods s they become availahle. { The Depat as been put on the 1St Tar treatment
through this group The first well will probahly BE placed un the Depat property.

Final lssues

The RAB agreed to try and make a statistician available as the next meeting 1o tind out what kind of
intermation they would be ahie to contribure w a futare study.

. The RAB needs o provide input on the plans, tact sheets and summaries before we send them oul to
the public.
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. The next RAB meeting will be held on Thursday, Octoher 20, 1994, at 6:00 p.m. in the Commander’s
Conference Room at the Depot.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.n.
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