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The Memphis Depot

"J" Street Cafe, Building 274
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The Restoration Advisory Board (RAB) meeting was held at 6:00 p.m. on June 17, 1999 at

the Memphis Depot in the "J" Street Cafe, Building 274, 2163 Airways Boulevard,

Memphis, Tennessee. The attendance list is attached
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_,_LIAMS:

Good afternoon

Would the RAB members please take your seats?

Good afternoon, everyone. My name is Monddl Williams. I'm the co-

chair for the RAB. Excuse me Can I get your undivided attention9 We're

ready to start the RAB meeting. As I said once again, I'm the community

co-chair for the RAB. I'd just like to welcome everyone to the meeting

tonight. Tonight well have a one hour comment period right after the

RAB meet'rag. So if any of the community or anyone who would like to

ask any questions concerning the environmental problems that we have for

the cleanup for Durra Field, we'll be glad to assist you with that.

_.ENGLISH

_._LIAMS.

Restoration Advisory Board

And rd like to make sure that everyone is signed in over there at the front

desk And make sure that you give a complete address so that if you need

any mailing information to come back to you, we'll be glad to send it to

you Make sure that you put your zip code on it And has everyone really

took a close look at the agenda tonight9 I was just wondering if any of the

RAB members would like to add, change or alter the agenda? If not ---

I move to accept the agenda.

All in favor?. Any opposed9 Abstained? Okay. All right. The agenda

passes. If anyone would like to get up and give a comment or anything, I

dune 17, 1999 1
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MR PHILLIPS'

would like for you to make sure that you state your first name dearly so

that the transcriber will be able to understand what you're saying. And I

want to let Shawn go over the April minutes

Before we get into the meeting minutes from the previous month's meeting

- I was negligent to do this last month so I need to do it now. Our

community relations contractor, Frontline Corporate Communications, --

to assist our community relations specialist, Ms. Alma Moore, they have

hired an assistant for her. I should have introduced her last month She's

talked to -- called many of the RAB members to help coordinate the gAB

meeting. Her name is Ms. Andrea Johnson and she told me to call her

Cookie. I don't know if she'll extend that honor. Would you please stand

up? I'm sure you'll see Ms Johnson as we do door-to-door flyer handouts

and field work. Ms Johnson will most likely be one of the folks you see

doing that activity So I would like to welcome you to the team. Thank

you

Okay. During last month's minute or meeting rather, we did not approve

the April RAB minutes because Ms. Bradshaw noted that she thought

some of comments were missing from John Crellin's statement during the

Public Comment Period from April. We checked our original transcribed

minutes and we did not find any of the comments that were missing. We

use a professional reporting service, Alpha Reporting, for our minutes.

And those minutes serve as our legal record for our Administrative Record

of transcripts of this proceeding. Alpha Reporting uses a tape as a backup

to the court reporter's -- whatever you refer to as shorthand that they take.

We called and that back-up tape had already been destroyed by the time we

called I made that point for them to please submit those tapes for us to

keep from now on, because we did not realize that occurred. If there were

points of clarification that need to be made, and referred back to that April

Restoration Advisory Board June 17, 1999 2
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2

3 MS. BRADSHAW:

4

5

MR. PHILLIPS:

MS PETERS:

MR. PHILLIPS'

MR. WILLIAMS'

MS. PETERS:

MR. WILLIAMS:

MR. C. GRAY.

MR. WILLIAMS.

MR. C GRAY:

MR WILLIAMS:

MR. PHILLIPS:

meeting, Ms. Bradshaw tonight you can make those points of clarification

so they will be recorded Do you have anything you want to state_

I just want to make a point that the tapes were destroyed before you were

able to look back over them So you did do that so that I know But it is

a clarification that needs to be done on that.

I would like the motion to ---

Mr. Chairman, I move that we accept the report of whatever meeting9

The April meeting. Do we have a second9 Those in favor9 Those

opposed9 Abstaining9 Okay The April meeting minutes have been duly

reported Mondell for the May minutes.

All right The May minutes were mailed out and hopefully everyone had a

chanee to look over them to see if everything looks in line. And if so,

could I get a motion to approve the May minutes?

Mr. Chairman, I move that we accept the May minutes.

Could I get a second9 All in favor? Any opposed? Abstained? Minutes

carried. I've got one quick thing I would like to ask Mr. Jim Covington to

do during the RAB comment period, if you don't mind. This is sort of out

of line - I wish that he could possibly give us a quick overview of the re-

use of this Depot, bring us up to date on this.

Point of order We have an agenda

I understand, but after doing the RAB commentary, it's just a comment he's

going to make, during the RAB comment period.

Okay.

So we'll move right along with the agenda and I'll turn it back over to

Shawn,

Let me address that question, the point of order that was brought up.

After last month's meeting, I believe it was Mr. Tyler that brought up the

request for -- to know about the re-use plan. We've talked to Mr.

Restoration Advisory Board June 17, 1999 3
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MR, COVINGTON:

MR. PHILLIPS'

Covington from the Depot Redevelopment Corporation (DRC). You

volunteered for the August time frame for a brief update9

I can do it tonight or I can do it ---

August. We're interested in a real good look at the re-use plan, thank you.

Let me mention another item which was mailed to me at my residence this

past month. I'm holding up a copy of the MLGW Annual Groundwater

Report, the water quality report from 1998 I don't know if other people

who drink MLGW water got this or not, but we brought several copies of

this in. Mr Webb was nice enough to provide us with, I think, 50 copies

And I was real impressed with the quality of the report I'd like to make

you aware that exists

Okay Now, during the month we always welcome requests from RAB

members for topics to be put onto the agenda. Normally, we propose to

do topics which are pertinent field work or sample results studies that are

coming in, but we always welcome the opportunity to have RAB input on

the development on the agenda. That doesn't just mean tonight here when

we approve and accept it, the agenda for that night. So I'd like to offer

that up to the RAB members to give Ms. Moore a call whenever you have

issues you would like to bring and put on the agenda

Last month Kevin Clay asked me a question about when would the sample

results and when would the decision for the golf course be open for public

comment. I told him that will be available during the proposed plan for the

Main Installation. I told him I'd give him a schedule for that So we

looked at our schedule, and in December of 1999 the Final Remedial

Investigation Report for the Main Installation - which does not include

Dunn Field - but the Main Installation, December of 1999 that report is due

out if we can maintain our schedule. In March of 2000, the Feasibility

Technical Presentatlon June 17, 1999 4
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Study, which evaluates alternatives to remediate sites or whatever that

comes out of that Remedial Investigation, that document comes out in

March of 2000. A month later in April, the Defense Logistics Agency

(DLA) would have produced its proposed plan and how they're going to

implement -- that proposed plan is what goes out for public comment

We're anticipating that public comment will begin in April of next year.

Also, another order from last month - I've already spoken with Mr Bond

about this - but he had asked a question regarding what had changed with

the golf course since he had attended a meeting back in October of 1998, a

BCT meeting. What we've done to address that - there are two items. For

tonight's meeting we went back from October, December, January of 1999,

and May of 1999 and photocopied the excerpts from the BCT meeting

minutes where the golf'course was discussed. We have that for you

tonight. In addition to this, Mr. Bond's question made me realize that since

last year we hadn't done an update or we hadn't informed the RAB of the

status of all assessments we've been performing on the golf course I

believe the best solution to that and a solution that I've started is to have a

fact sheet It's a draft right now. Just finished it last week as a matter of

fact, which speaks to the Risk Assessment, the sampling work, the

sampling of the ponds where we tried to collect fish samples rye

forwarded that document to some of our other team members who are

involved to make sure I haven_ said anything that's incorrect. And I hope

that I would have that fact sheet mailed out with the meeting minutes of

this meeting prior to July's RAB meeting

We had a verbal public comment session last month that was after the RAB

meeting for a proposed action at the old paint shop and maintenance areas.

During that Public Comment Period it was asked by Ms. Bradshaw for an

Technical Presentation June 17, 1999 5
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extension of 30 days, So we have extended that to July 15 and we'll put

that announcement in the Tri-State Defender, Silver Star News and the

Commercial Appeal. So the Public Comment Period for the paint shop has

been extended to July 15. And we also have -- let me make sure I have a

copy of this with me

Something else we'U mail out with the meeting minutes from tonight's

meeting is an Executive Summary of that. A request was made for that.

We'll also mail out an Executive Summary for the Chemical Warfare

Materiel removal which we're going to be seeing presentations on tonight

Ms Bradshaw stated at last month's RAB meeting that RAB members

should get of copy of those documents to review Here are the two

documents. This is the Chemical Warfare Material document that we're

going to be talking about tonight, and this is -- I'm sorry. Engineering

Evaluation and Cost Analysis, that's what EE/CA stands for. Here is the

Engineering Evaluation and Cost Analysis for the meeting we had last

month. We have copies of these documents in our repository. We also

have additional, I believe an additional copy, in our reading room here at

the Depot. We think it's most efficient to submit and mail out to the RAB

members - the Executive Summary. But if you would still like to review

the document in detail, come talk to us at our reading room With our

additional copies we can check out a copy to you for a week or whatever,

but these copies are limited.

Another item of business - I believe our only item of New Business

tonight, the BCT (Base Realignment and Closure Cleanup Team) update.

In lieu of time with our presentations, we need RAB and the Public

Comment Period before we adjourn the meeting, we're going to delay our

Restoration Adwsory Board June 17, 1999 6
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MR WILLIAMS'

MS. BRADSHAW:

MR PHILLIPS:

MR BALLARD:

BCT update until July. I'd like to point out that Terri Gray attended today,

and would ask her if she could keep some issues fresh in her mind so she

can bring them back to the table next month. Thank you We need a

volunteer for our July 15 BCT Cleanup Team meeting Mr Tyler9 Thank

you, Mr. Tyler

Okay. It's time for the RAB comment period Anyone who would like to

bring any issues up, other than the one for - Ms. Bradshaw?

I'm just puzzled that is the only document for EE/CA what you was talking

about we were supposed to comment on last week Shawn, I fail to see

why the people that is on this board that wanted to see them shouldn't have

the opportunity to go through those files. I'm asking that you copy those

and send them out to those who want them, because it shouldn't - I've

copied many files at the Depot and I don't understand why you are so

hesitant about getting these documents out to people The summary

should already be given to us before comment time. I see something

wrong with that. Is it something that you're hiding? It makes me feel like

that you're hiding something.

We're not hiding anything, Ms. Bradshaw. What we have is we have

exceeded the legal requirements. You're only required to have two

Information Repositories and we have four Usually, when I get these

documents produced by my contractor, we submit them to regulators We

put them in our repositories We get two copies for our office. I'm even

making one of those additional copies available in our reading room Is

there something you would like add to this?

This is Turpin Ballard, EPA I was just going to say that the requirement is

for the Administrative Record for the actions to be made available to the

public in Information Repositories and that's what the Depot has done.

There is no requirement for you people to get individual copies of the

Restoration Advisory Board June 17, 1999 7
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MR PHILLIPS

MR BRAYON:

MR. PHILLIPS'

MS. MOORE'

MR. PHILLIPS'

MR BRAYON:

MR PHILLIPS.

MS. PETERS'

Restoratton Advtsory Board

material, however, they are welcome to make any copies that they care to

from materials that are in the repositories.

Mr, Brayon, you had a comment9

This is a point of inquiry about the mailings. I_'e had one neighbor or two

who say they did not get a mailing This may come from Ms Black. What

is the extent of our mailing list like people on Rozelle where I live? I was

under the impression that everybody on Rozelle was receiving a mailout of

the newsletter that comes out intermittently

I would like ask Ms. Moore to address that.

I've contracted a mailing service. They should get our newsletter. If you

will give them the number that's listed on the back of your newsletter that

states to call me should they want to be on the mailing list. I'll be glad do

add them and to check the master list to see why they haven't received a

newsletter The only way for me to follow up on that is to get response

from people in the community to say they haven_ gotten a newsletter.

Maybe they were just intermittently left off I need to inquire about that,

but they can call and I can add them to the mailing list.

Can you ask Mr. Brayon who those individuals are tonight? Do you have

the street addresses9

As a matter of fact, Iqt give you list of all of the people on Rozelle Street

and let you cheek on that, okay? Because I was under the impression with

information that I had before now that we were on that list.

I was too, sir. Ms. Peters?

I'd like to make a comment that there was a good paper write-up in the

paper today, in the morning paper, about the four o'clock meeting, and the

meeting and everything that was going to happen here tonight. So if any of

those people read the paper, they would know we're having a meeting

tonight. They can receive the information because there was a good write-

up.

June 17, 1999 8
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MR. PHILLIPS:

MR. CLAY:

MS. MOORE:

MR. PHILLIPS:

MR CLAY:

MP.. PHILLIPS

MR. CLAY:

Restoration Advisory Board

Thank you, ma'am Mr. Kevin Clay?

I'd like to follow up on what Mr Brayon said I wanted to address this last

month but it might sound kind of self-serving I too received a lot of

questions about these mailings that we send out periodically And I know

mine didn't come to my house. So rve got some concerns about the list of

people who are actually getting the mall-out. I_e turned in several lists of

people Quite frankly, most of them don_t even know that the letters are

being mailed. So I can assure you that it seems like something is very

wrong with our delivery system. And, you know, it would be a good idea

to kind of correct that, you know, because that is coming late to the

community for those on it. That's being extremely short-sighted if you're

trying to kind of limit, you know, how mailings are limited, you know,

where it's going.

I use a contractor for the mailing list, and there's no way for me to know

whether a person doesn't receive it unless a RAB member or another

community member let's me know There are over 5,000 newsletters

mailed If someone wants an alternative for monitoring the mailing system,

in order for me to check the contractor that I use, I need to know these

things. But you can call 544-0613 any time and turn names in. If it hasn't

been done, let me know again and I would check on it again

Let me point out that this is the way the system is supposed to work. If

you have neighbors that aren't getting something, Mr Brayon and Mr.

Clay, you said you didn't receive it at your personal residence?

 ght

You received in the past there?

Well, actually, the one I got was for my old address. That's the address we

were talking about I think it's asking way too much of the RAB members

to go back in the neighborhood and find out who's not getting their mail I

think that's something that people are getting paid for should follow up on.

June 17, 1999 9
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MR. pHILLIPS.

MR. TYLER:

MR. BALLARD:

MR. TYLER:

MR. BALLARD:

MR TYLER:

MR. BALLARD:

MR. PHILLIPS:

MS. BRADSHAW'

And if we turn - we've got 5,000 people on the mailing list, you ought to

have 5,000 people getting the mail. That's my comment

Thank you. We will check into this, Mr Clay Mr. Tyler? This will be the

last RAB comment We need to open it up for public comments,

My concern is --Ms. Bradshaw. It wouldn't be out of line to ask the Depot

to make her a copy of that EE/CA and mail it to her at Depot's expense

since she spends a lot of her time and energy to come in here and donates a

lot of her time to make her a copy of the EE/CA and mail it to her? Is this

illegal, wrong or immoral?

It would be considered preferential treatment, and once you open the door

and say okay, we're going to do one for Ms. Bradshaw, well, you'd almost

have to make it available for everybody and there's just no budget for that

This is a request by someone other than Ms, Bradshaw for her

I understand. I understand It's the same thing though

My second question When are we going to get this information on the

Internet so it can be downloaded on someone else's primer at no cost to the

government since we're concerned about cost_

That I don't know.

I don_t have an answer on that either, Mr. Tyler Ms. Bradshaw, and then

we're going to go to public comment

I would like to say that I did report this matter to the officials at the

environmemal justice conference, We felt like that the information still is

not being given to the people in the community. When you ask someone to

give a commem on even a summary, we should have received that. And I

see nothing wrong - this board is getting money. It gets money to do

things with, and I don't even see anything that we have actually done, you

know, just for this board.

Restoration Advisory Board June 17, 1999 10
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Now, if you're worried about copying and most of the time when I come

up here and get copies, I will bring my own paper and copy it myself. But

that's time consuming and I fed like that people could read these

documents a lot better from their home and go through it before the

meeting. And you all promised us that we would get materials before the

meeting, before we come here. And so you need to do better

MR PHILLIPS

MR. WILLIAMS.

MR. BRADSHAW'

And talking about me getting special treatment, I'm not asking for that, but

we are -- I represent the environmental justice group in this community.

So it ought to be fair You gave it to Peace and Justice and they had their

own repository at one time. So I feel like is this discriminatory to what

you're doing, that you did something for one group and you didn't do it for

another?

Thank you for your comment.

We would like to open up the floor for public comments if anyone would

like to have any further comments. Be sure to state your name so the

transcriber will be able to record it Mr Bradshaw?

My name is Kenneth Bradshaw I've got a couple of concerns here One

of them is about the drinking water This Water Quality Report of 1998

states on the back page of this Annual Comprehensive Water Analyses. It

gives a list of chemicals, PCBs and VOCs And it's says, "The components

listed below have been analyzed for source water and/or treated water" A

lot of these chemicals on this list are the same chemicals that the Depot had

or deposited in the fluvial aquifer. One of my questions is does Memphis

Light, Gas & Water (MLGW), are they saying that some of the Depot

chemicals are now in the Memphis Sands aquifer9

Another question of mine related to the water. In 1990, Law

Environmental Studies said some of these same contaminants were in the

Restoration Advisory Board June 17, 1999 11
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MR PHILLIPS

fluvial aquifer. And the remediation of the water, the groundwater in 1999,

I want to refer to Report R that indicate what level of these chemicals or

contaminants were in the Memphis Sands aquifer during the period

between the Law Environmental.

Another problem of mine -- concern of mine is I heard a lot about the

cleanup of the Depot property complies fully with the requirements of

Comprehensive Environmental Response Compensation Liability Act,

otherwise known as CERCLA. I talked to the Department of Justice

concerning this. It seems to me there's nothing in the Comprehensive

Environmental Response Compensation and Liability Act that places DoD

sites under CERCLA. If that's the case, this whole cleanup you're doing is

illegal, and you're going to have any kind of legal thing from Congress up

to the president of the United States to justify what you're doing. That

seems like a Title VI violation of our civil rights, especially if that

groundwater is contaminated and for nine years nobody at MLGW,

Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation - if this

groundwater in the Memphis Sands aquifer has been contaminated for nine

years, why haven't we been told this? Does anyone want to answer those

questions?

Thank you. I may defer to you if you would like to answer something, hut

I'm looking at the list on Page 10 of this handout And it's quite a long list

of chemicals. It looks like this for RAB members. And I see several of

things we have detected in our shallow aquifer which we felt that we

should remediate and remove from the ground But the caption above it

says, "The components listed below have been analyzed for source water

and/or treated water. They are below detection limits in the drinking water

and have therefore not been listed in the earlier tables with their maximum

Restoratton Advisory Board June 17, 1999 12
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MS. PETERS.

MR PHILLIPS:

MR. BRADSHAW:

MR. PHILLIPS'

MR. BRADSHAW:

MR. PHILLIPS:

MR GENTRY'

MR WILLIAMS

comainment levels." That's the only thing I can comment on. MLGW

would have to comment on anything else it says.

Then I'd address the question to MLGW The comment you made, I don't

understand how it relates to what I was saying because they are below

detection limits in the drinking water. Because they are below detection

limits, that doesn't mean they don't exist in the drinking water. I think you

should point out, and MLGW is the one that was in charge of the testing to

see there's no oversight.

Johnnie Mae Peters. The reason I'm asking this question, Light, Gas and

Water came to one of our RAB meetings, and they know they have two

wells on this site that's comaminated. But they said they have to have 89

wells ran a day And when they mix these two wells with them 89 wells, it

didn't make no difference because you are just going to get 1,000th of

something or whatever this was. They said right here at this place and they

said -- (inaudible interruption.)

We're getting a call to order fi'om the chair. You had a second part to your

original question9

I didn't get an answer to my first one.

Okay. Below detection -- they didn't detect It's below detection limits.

They did not detect it Did you want to respond to the second part of his

question7

They (inaudible) a difference between the drinking water -- excuse me.

They said drinking water is below detection limits, and the other

components listed below have been analyzed for source water and/or

treated water. That's two different sentences and two different means.

Would you like to try to handle that, Mr. Gentry?

Randy Gentry.

He is with the Groundwater Institute from the University of Memphis.

Restoration Advtsory Board June 17, 1999 13
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MR. GENTRY'

MR. BRADSHAW.

MR WILLIAMS'

MR. BRADSHAW"

MR. PHILLIPS.

MR. BRADSHAW

MR. WILLIAMS:

MR BRADSHAW:

MS. MOORE:

MR. BRADSHAW:

Restoration Advisory Board

The only thing that I can really address, there is routinely what I know of

MLGW's policies and practices are, that they routinely sample the

production wells in the Allen Well Field and sample the treated water I'm

sure they would be happy to give you a copy of tbeir historical data, any

records that they have regarding any samples that they have collected in the

past All you have to do is call that hotline number and they can get it for

you. Now, Pm not exactly sure what your question is as far as source

water and drinking water, what you're asking there, and the difference

between constituents When they record a below-detection limit, what

they're normally saying is just by the nature of testing procedure that they

use, they were not able to detect the material in their sampling.

If you say you're not sure, rll leave it at that, you're not sure You

didn't get to the part oftbe question -- since 1990, Law Environmental

Studies indicated these contaminants in the fluvial aquifer. What has

occurred, what studies or whatever -- why hasn't MLGW told us that these

contaminants was in the Memphis Sands aquifer within that nine-year

period?

Hold on a second, Mr. Bradshaw As to the RAB bylaws, we have five

minutes per person for comment period

I haven't been commenting I asked the question in one and a half minutes.

It took five minutes to understand - I haven't used five minutes

Hopefully, the transcriber ---

Can we get a clarification on that? I haven't used five minutes

The timekeeper says you used five minutes.

How many minutes have I used when I asked my two questions?

After the question - five minutes. You can write them down and we'll get

MLGW --

I get five minutes to ask the question, or do I get five minutes to ask

the question and eommem? They never got to the CERCLA part.

June 17, 1999 14
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MR. BALLARD:

MR. PHILLIPS"

MR. BALLARD.

MS BRADSHAW

MR. BALLARD

MR, BRADSHAW'

MR BALLARD'

MR BRADSHAW:

MR. BALLARD

MR. PHILLIPS:

MR. WILLIAMS"

MS. HOOKS

Restoratton Advisory Board

I can give that to you in 30 seconds

Okay We'll respond to the CERCLA part and then we need to see iftbere

are any other citizens'who would like to comment during this period

You said you couldn't find in the CERCLA which would make DoD

subject to CERCLA, correct?

No. I said there's no law been passed to put DoD on the jurisdictional part.

Section 120 of CERCLA provides for federal facilities to be subject to

CERCLA, the same as anybody else. And the fact that this site is on the

national ---

U.S. Code what?

Section 9620, USC 9620.

What else? I'm not naive. I know a little about the U S. Code. I'm

very familiar with 42 U.S. Code 96 ---

Well, this is 42 USC 9620

I believe we_ve made a reasonable effort to respond to this. Are there any

other citizens who have questions during this period? Okay

Is there anyone else who would like to comment before we adjourn the

meeting? Ms. Hooks?

Thank you. Inasmuch that several of the issues, not only from the

community but from the comments from the citizens here as well as

members of the RAB stem from the drinking water, I'd like to request that

we ask Light, Gas & Water to provide a representative here for the

purpose of answering the very questions that Mr. Bradshaw asked and any

other questions I know tbey_,e appeared before us before, but it might be

a good idea to see whether or not they have someone at the table. When

these issues arise, they are the ones that are the protectors of the water that

we drink and pay for, that they can come to the table for the purposes of

being available to not onlythe board but to the citizens we have here if they

have questions that arise relative to the drinking water

June 17, 1999 15
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1 MR PHILLIPS"
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5

MR._LIAMS:

MS PETERS"

MR. WILLIAMS:

MR. PHILLIPS.

I can say in general James Webb is here each and every month I don't

know what detained him tonight, but he's one of our most regular

attendees, I actually -- this is a perfect place for the RAB to have an input

in their agenda. We may be able to request of MLGW for some kind of

future presentation, and I'll take that up the next time and get that back to

Mr Webb

Any more comments or -- could I get a motion to adjourn the meeting?

Can I get a second?

Second

All in favor? Any opposed? Abstained? Motion is carried The meeting is

adjourned

Let me mention that we're going to take a short break here, If you need to

use the restroom or go get a soda, we'll start back up in about five to 10

minutes with the presentation for tonight. Thank you

(Whereupon, at 6:40 p.m., the meeting was adjourned.)

NEXT MEETING: Thursday, July 15, 1999

The Memphis Depot

"J" Street Cafe

2163 Airways Boulevard

Memphis, Tennessee

Restoration Advisory Board June 17, 1999 16
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