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_UmBommub at defense
depot paves the way
for road construction

Stubborn smokestacks %ﬁﬁ%ﬁ&“ﬁmﬁuﬂﬁm today,

The DRC has overseen g the depot's 5.5
million square feet of warehouse space with
businesses since the mlitary supply base closed
in'September 1997 «

The announcement of & new tenant, Premiere

will be toppled as site

By Pamelx Perking
Tha Comemartial Appeal

Thiegs got a bit antichmactc Monday with to leave, we will probably s s, in anothel
what was supposed tobe a i of m.— ,
the booming redevelopment of the ct Do- Ritz, chaurman of the DRC board of directors,
fense Distibution Depot Memphis. The depot employed about 1,370 people at the
e current tenants bring more
other state and local onnwnmn_u. to rec- -are $16 to $17 an hour,” Ritz saxd.
i Jim Oninnnann. DRC president, saud the DRC
facility to a is ahead of its schedule to fill 300,000 square
warehouses, feeta year. »
About 860,000 square feet of the depot now
“Today we're here to witness a new birth in  houses —dn.._r:. tenants. Another 250,000 square
fest are ooﬁmwo% by special tenants, such as the
De| ent's Southeast Pre-
Leaderstup Foundation,

smokestacks to Inangurate & pear) million which only maintenance and security fees
road-bwlding project handlad by the Depot Re-  “Some good things come out of dark
development wﬂv days," said county Mayor Jim Rout of the de-

Apparently, one smokestack was pot's closing. Rout likened its successful rede-
enpugh to be pulled down. The other, uhﬁgon stand- velopment to that of the Memplus Naval Air
ing because of a faulty detnnator, was marked Station at Millngton, and said 1t could poten-

car, what the government did here,” smd Mike E

Ford Jr. and than 400 workers to the gite. “Typical salaries I

i,
|,

" By Lance bkrphay
Clty and county luminarias gathersd at the depot to watch the smokestacks go up In smoks,
making way for a road. Thanks {0 e dud of a detonator, it didn’t happen quits that smoothly.

tally have the same positive impact oo the The DRC is demolishing bulldings to make

IS Aoy Y sorth of Tnterstate 260 ey, o T & new mam cptrince oif
ays, Just no ] d

the depot's border communities include Char- H.hrru..unao« to pac il

¢

mnmnwmmrﬁru Heights, Orchid Homes and The road will end two-thirds of the way into
K the complex, branch out into & “T~ and stretch

Ford said that details being worked

vnanﬂuﬁnmoﬁngnwuuﬂnaegon to entrances oo Dunn and Ball

Eounnru-un.uu_dvoﬂ.—sn.ﬁuuaﬁ %
m_._unmnu. such as the depot, to their
or free,
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Call reporter Pamela Perkins at 5296514, or
E-mail perkias@ hi
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