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One-on-one with Reginald Eskridge

Reginald Eskndge
knows how

important process IS.
As a lawyer, he

depends on it to serve
his chents. As the

newest member of

the Memphis Depot

Restoratmn Adwsory

Board, his goal Is to

help his fellow

community members
better understand the
environmental

cleanup process at the

Depot so that they
can become more involved in It.

"1 think xt IS important for the
commumty to understand that once

the cleanup and restoration phase

comes to an end, there will no longer
be an opportumty to voice the

concerns they may have - health or

otherwise," said Mr. Eskridga, who
was elected to the RAB on October

21, 1999 "Now is the ume to make
their concerns known, while the

vRrIOUS governmental agencles are
available to offer assistance."

A partner in the law firm of

Eskndge and Eskrldge with his wife,
Janelle, Mr. Eskndge first became

interested m the cleanup program at

the Depot when he attended several

community meetings about the Depot
closure and restoration process at

Corry Middle School As the Vice-
President of the Harlem-Kerr

Neighborhood Association, Mr

Eskndge says he knew that others in
his community were also Interested In

learning more about Depot issues.

"1 learned from fellow neighbor-
hood association members and ffxends

that they have always had concerns

about the Depot's presence in the area,
especially with regard to the possibility

of health hazards. With respect to the

cleanup, they are concerned with how
such efforts will affect the future of our

community," said Eskridge, the father
of two sons and a member of

St Augustine Church

After his elecuon to the RAB, Mr.

Eskndge volunteered to serve on two
RAB subcommittees so that he could

learn first-hand about the cleanup
process and be better able to present

this mformatmn to his community

His immediate goals are to learn more
about the steps taken so far, as well as

the proposed efforts for the future, and

to encourage the community to get
more revolved in the restoration phase

currently underway at the Depot

"I know that a great deal ofome

and effort has been expended on

making mformanon about the Depot
avinlable to the public in various

mformanon reposltones and on the

Internet. It is my desire to encourage

and support the conunued
dissemination of such information "

Mr. Eskndga plans to work on

Improving the present Depot webstte

Upcoming
RABMeetings

Restoratmn Advisory

Board (RAB) meetings are

open to all community
members. You are invited to

attend and learn about the

environmental cleanup

program and to raise issues of

interest or concern with

members of the Board.

Meetings will be held at

6 p.m. in the "J" Street Cafd

at the Depot, 2163 Airways

Blvd., Memphis, TN. Enter

through Gate 2, proceed

through the guard entrance

and follow the signs. El

to include all documents related to

the resmrauon and cleanup

"I would also like to explore the

posslbdlty of RAB members vlsmng
all of the block clubs and other

community and CIVIC organlzaoons In

the Immediate area surrounding the

Depot for the purpose of making

brief presentations on the cleanup

and restoration efforts ta_ng place
on the site" FI
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REFLECTIONS ON 1999
Last year, the Memphis Depot conapleted a

number of important steps m the ongoing
environmental cleanup process These
achievements have allowed the Memphis
Depot and the community to move closer to
the goal of safely restoring the Depot
property and returning it ro productive reuse

• A Fmdlng of Suitability to Lease (FOSL
8) was completed for all remaining areas
of the Main Installation that were not

mduded in previous FOSLs This was a
significant milestone in the closure and
property reuse program as it allowed
property on the Mare Installation to
be subleased by the Depot
Redevelopment Corporanon of
Memphis and Shelby County (DRC)
to businesses

• Dieldrin and PCB-lmpacted sod was
removed from the "J" Street Caf_ area

Lead-based paint and dieldrin impacted
sod was removed from the housing area
on the Main Installation.

• A Finding of Smtabihty to Transfer
(FOST) for the housing area was completed
and provided to the public for review and
comment This document ISan important
part of the reuse of the property and is
required for the property to be transferred
from the Department of Defense.

•"-_The Remedial Investigation (RI)'fieldwork
for the Main Installation and Dunn Field,

which included groundwater sampling and
a comprehensive sod-samphng program,
was completed. The RI report has been
drafted and will be available for public
review m the spring This lnformanon will

• be used to prepare the Feasibility Study of
cleanup alternat*ves.

• Four more recovery wells were installed at
Dunn Field as part of the pump and
discharge system Four more groundwater
monitoring wells were installed west of
Dunn Field to evaluate the effecnveness of

the pump and discharge system.

• Copies of environmental documents and

the Administrative Record were put on
CD ROM. The community can now access
copies of documents related to the Depot
cleanup program from the computers at the
Information Repositortos.

• A webs_te w_th information about the

Memphis Depot Caretaker Division's
environmental restoration

Stanley Tyler checks out the new Depot web_lte m the Informanon

Repository located at Budding 144 of the Mmn Installauon We

thank Mr Tyler for his _sslstance in the development of the _bstte

program was launched at www.ddc.dla md/
memphis as another tool to keep the
commumty informed about the ongoing
cleanup. The site is stdl under construcuon,
but will eventually contain documents
related to the cleanup, current and past
copies of EnviroNews, and links to other
information on the restoration program.

• _The U S., Arm y__Cqrpsof_Engineers ........
Mobile District, awarded the $15-milhon
Preplaced Remedial Action Contract
(PRAC) to Sverdrup Civil Engineering of

Removalof fluorspar
priesfromDunnField

St. Louis, Missouri, for environmental

cleanup acuvmes at the Memphis Depot.
Sverdrup plans to subcontract work to a
number of local companies

• The Engineering Evaluation/Cost Analysis
fEE/CA) recommending cleanup
alternatives for the old paint shop and
maintenance area, (parcels 35 and 28)
was completed. A Pubhc Comment
Meeting was held May 20, 1999, at the
Memphis Depot. Contractors and other
agenctes were available to answer questions
regarding the EE/CA, and time was allotted
for comments from the pubhc. The formal
pubhc comment period began on May 17,
and was extended through July 15.

• 'The EE/CA recommending cleanup
alternatives for the chemical warfare

materiel at Dunn Field was completed
A Public Comment Meeting and an
Availability Session were held June 17,
1999, at the Memphis Depot Contractors
and other related agencies parttclpated m
the event and time set aside allotted for

comments from the public The formal
pubhc comment pertod began June 1, and
was extended through August 9.

• S&WAsphalt and Paving completed
construction of a paved road, applied grass
seed and installed a temporary sprinkler
system on more than 20 acres at Dunn
Field This action is controlling the dust at
the site ....

• All the fluorspar and bauxite mounds have
been removed from Dunn Field. 71

OurLegal Environment
In 1980, the Comprehenswe Environmental Response, Compensation

and Llabdlty Act (CERCLA) was passed by Congress to lnvesugate and

clean up saes, including federal facilities such as the Memphis Depot.

The CERCLA sets out a series of steps for identifying and solving cleanup i
issues Each step must be followed, completed and approved by federal and
state enwronmental regulators before the next step can begin J

....... StepTwo:
Step One: _986 Site Investigation (SI): lnformatmn

1981 Pwllml.aty Assessment(PA): ftom the PAwasusedto conductsamphngand
Researchedhistoryof siteandidentified analysismorder to betterdefinepossible

.o_ _ .potentialareasof environmentalimpact locationsof environmental_mpact

StepThree:
1990 Remediallnwdgation(RI):An
initialRI, to determinethenatureandextent
0f environmentalImpact,wasconducted

1990 EnvironmentalProt_tlon Agency
(EPA)lksottrceConservationand Recovery
Act (RCRA)FacilityAssessment:.EPA
conducteda FacthtyAssessmentand identified
additionalareasof concern,

1995 Follow-up RI: Workphnsfor a
follow-upRIwerecompletedand approved
the EPAandTennesseeDepartmentof
Environmentand Conservanon(TDEC) !

1998 Chemicalwarfarematerld
characterization:The fieldworkwas

completedto determinethe extentand nant
of the chemicalwarfarematered(C\VM]at
Dunn Fldd
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Theyenz2000wDlmarkmorestepsforwardintheongoingcleanupprogramat the
MemphisDepot.Thefollowingdeanupaotfoi_eswilltakeplaceduringthe firsthalfof2000:

• The Department of the Army and the
Department of Health and Human Services
will review and approve the chemical warfare
materiel removal project Site Safety
Submission early this year. The document

outlines the federal, state and local agencies
involved m the removal, the areas to be

removed, air monitormg procedures, specific
work and safety procedures, and the
Memphis Local Emergency Management
Agency's community emergency notification
procedures.

• Work will begin to safely remove chemical
warfare materiel from Dunn Field

• The Remedial Invesngation (RI) reports for
Dunn Field and the Main Installation (Mt),
which document the results of the environ

mental studies at these sites, wdl be available

to the public m the spring

• Feasibility Studies, which summanze the

findings of the RI reports and recommend
cleanup alternatives for Dunn Field and the
MI, will be avadable to the public in the

---summer. -The cleanup alternatives approved

by the Environmental Protection Agency

(EPA) and the Tennessee Department of
Environment and Conservauon (TDEC)
will then be put forward for

public review and comment in documents
called the Proposed Plans.

• The deanup at the old paint shop and main
tenance areas at the southwest cornet of the

MI will begin based on the selected cleanup
alternative from the Engineering
Evaluation/Cost Analysis (EE/CA). El

Shawn Phdhps (left), BRAE Environmeatal Coordinator and

fadlity Co-Chile of the RAB, talks to RAB Community

Co-Chair Mondell Williams. The community is invited to
attend RAB meetings to learn about the environmental

cleanup program at the Depot.

RABMembersVisitCWMSitein Maryland
Restoration Advisory Board (RAB) members

Eugene Brayon and Mondell Wilhams were

chosen by their fellow RAB members to visit a

chemical warfare materiel (CWM) removal site

at Spring Valley, Maryland.

Accompan|ed by Shawn Phillips, the BRAC

Environmental Coordinator at the Depot, and

John DeBack, Base Transmon Coordinator, Mr.

Brayon and Mr. Williams toured the site on

December 9, 1999. They will report on their

findings to the RAB members durmg the

regularly scheduled RAB meeting on

January 20, 2000

The purpose of their visit was to see first-hand

how a CWM removal she operates. A CWM

removal program ts currently underway at the

Memphis Depot, with the actual removal work

scheduled to begin this year. D

DepotPlanning
NeighborhoodTour

The Memphis Depot

would like to schedule visits

with neighboring schools,

churches, business and

neighborhood associations,

and other interested groups.

We would hke to come to

your meeting place to share

reformation with you about

the Memphis Depot's

ongomg environmental

activities. These visits will

also be to inform the

community about the

chemical warfare material

removal project that is

planned for the summer.

Call our Community

Relations Office at

(901) 544-0613 to schedule

a visit. Our Community

Relations Specialist will

schedule a time to visit your

group when it is convenient

for your members.

We welcome your call, and

we look forward to talking

one-on-one with more

community groups

throughout the year. El

"_ I('--)_ _=:z _ o

StepFou_
................ ' 2000 FeasibilitySmdy(FS)tBasedonthe

1999 FoUow-upRIfiddwork: RIfindings, theFSwdlrecommenddeanup
Groundwater,soilandsedimentsamplingwas
completedontheMareInstallation(MDand
DunnFieldtodeterminethenartzreand
extentoftheenwronmentaiimpact.

2000 RIRepomThefinalRIreportsfor
DunnFlddandtheMI,detadmgthenature
andextentof environmentalImpact,wdlbe
releasedmthespring

alternanves for Dunn Field and the MI

From the FS, a Proposed Plan documenting
the preferred cleanup a[temauve will be

provided to the pobhc m the summer for
review and comment

, StepFive:
2001RemedialDesign(liD):
Imp[ementanonplanswdlbe
completedforthepreferredcleanup
alternatmsforbothDunnFieldand
theMI

StepSix:
2001RemedialAction:The
remainingcleanupworkforthe
MIwillbegin.

2002 RemedialAction:The
remainingcleanupworkforDunn
Field_ begin.
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DATEDMATERIALS- PLEASEDELIVERTHISIMMEDIATELY

FORYOURINFORMATION.....
The Information Repositories axe at the following locations:

TheCommunl_OutreaOhRoomis locatedin BuiLding
144 pleasecalfaheadfor an appototmontto ensure

thatwe aresvallahteto helpyou

Memph s/Shelby County Health

Department, pollution Control Dtv_sion

814 Jefferson Ave, Memphis, TN
(901) 576-7775

The PollutionControlO_vtstonts openMonday
to Fnciayfrom 7 30a m to 4 30 p m

Memphis�Shelby Coun Pub"
Cherokee Bma-- ry uc Libra,

ca, 3300 Shame A
Mo_phis,_ <9oi)743__;_e'

3ranchis OpenMondayto WedneSday
to 6 30 p m, Thursdayfrom noonto

Saturdayfromnoon to 6 p m

Memphis/Shelby County puhhc Library,
Main Branch, 1850 Peabody,

Memphis, TN (901) 725-8877

Mo_nBranchs openMom_ayto Thorsciayfror(
The to 9 pm, FrlciayaociSatur[iayfrom 9 a m9am

I to 6 pm, andSundayfrom1 p m to 5 p m

HOWTO REACHUS....
If you have any questions or comments about the Depot's environmental restoration program,

please feel free to contact any one of the following representatives from the Memphis Depot, the

United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the Tennessee Department of Environment

and Conservation (TDEC) and the Restoration Advisory Board (RAB):

Shawn Phillips
The Memphis Depot

2163 Airways Bird,

Bldg. 144, State 137

Memphis, TN 38114
(901) 544-06ll

Turpin Ballard
United States

Environmental

• Protection Agency

61 Forsyth St., SW
Adanta, GA 30303

(404) 562-8553

Jordan English
Tennessee Department
of Environment and

Conservataon

2510 Mt. Moriah,
Suite E-645

Memphis, TN 38115
(901) 368-7953

Mondell Williams
RAB Community
Co-Chair

667 Mallory Rd.
Memphis, TN 38106
(901) 946-9751

®

Jacl_e Noble
Defense Distribution Center

(717) 770 6223

EnviroNews is pubhshed by the Memphm Depot to

update the pubhc on the environmental restoratmn

program. If you have comments, questions, or

suggestions for future amcles, please call
Ms AlmaBJackMooreat(901)544-0613.
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