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! THE COMMERCIAL APPEAL

Memphis, Tennessee, Monday Morning, June 20, 1994

Officials
unearth.._

answers to
base

By Tom CharHer ' : :

The Commecdal'Appeat _

From a field w_ere_C#.i'_au

nsta1:d g as.bembS_.werecd_, i
,[ Strayed. to _)lt_[wh'dre_by_tde. i

besed_ lating solutions were
=] dump_, environmental idx_esLi-

gators face unsettling questions
as they prepare to clean up_'uShel:
by County's,two major mthtary
tnstallatina.,i ...... . -,- ._._

For months, officials wori_ng
under an alphabet soup of feder-
al and State laws and agencfes
have been poring over old re-
cords and aerial photographs re-
lating to the Memphis Defense
Distribution. Depot-_and -- the
Memphis Naval_dr Station a
Mfllington.' Tli-e_"C/e been gath-"
ertng lnforlhal2ofi: for use in the
separate hazardous-_vastd clean-"
ups :.. _ -

Althofigh the in._ations and
then" impending cleanup ope_ra-
uons bear little In common:both

'have presented invesngators
with the same essential chal-

lenge: zdentzf_nng present haz-
ards 'from long ago and often
poorly, documented disposal
practice& ::_ "

At the'542-acre depoL off clals
want to-know more about the
buried wastes - that have, con-
tamL_fed mflllbas of gallons of
underground water And at the
naval ba_e, a l_flmafy issue far-
mg officials is the fate of the

_hundreds of thousands ofgal-
lons-of eleetroplating wastes
dumped mto _ravel-hned wells
during the 19SOs and '60s "

"We're really kind of scratch-
ing our heads and trying to fig-
ure out where it is," said Jordan
English, Memphis field office
manager for the Tennessee De-
partment of Bnvtron2nent and
Conservation's Dzvxslon of Su-

_erfund, who zs working on the
Navy base project

The issues are taking on re-
newed importance as work en-
ters critical phases at both In-
stallations Investigative field
studiesand work on allenviron-

Please see WASTE, Page AlO

ill

From Page A1

Waste
mental Impact statement are set
to begin this summer at the na-
val facility And officials at the
depot are organzzmg a citizens
review committee to help over-
see the cleanup and completing
a community relations plan out-
hnmg efforts to keep neighbors
informed

The two bases will be cleaned

up under different laws and prc_
grams and for different reasons.

The depot has been named to
, the natlonal priority list of sites

serious enout_Jh to warrant ac-
tlon under the federal Super-
fund program The naval station
was named last fall to the hst of
military facthtis_ facing shflt-
downs or reduced operations un-
der the 1990 Base Closure and
Reahgnment Act, which re-
quires that cleanup work be
completed before the airfield Is
turned over to local or state
agencies and the rest of the In-
stallat_o_ _s "realigned" later
this decade

At both the depot and the Mill-
ington base. offmlals plan to un-
earth answers to questions that
persist after more than a decade
of environmental studies -

In a 1983 report, the Army said
wastes that included potent in-
secticides, acids and even vials
used in chemical warfare-train-
ing were buried in Dunn Field, a
50-acre extension of the depot,
between 1954 and 1970 Last year,
the Pentagon reported that in
1945 as many as 29 German

bombs containing mustard gas
were disposed of at the depot
after they were iound to be leak-
ing

An 18-month, $671,000 study
completed for the depot more
than two years ago found that in-
dustrial solvents and metals had
seeped Into a Shallow aqmler be-
neath the depot -The contami-
nants were flowing toward a
well field operated by the Mem-
phis Light, Gas & Water Divi-
sion, but they have not been
found m the Memphis Sand. the

deeper aquifer the utihty pumps
to obtain pubhc drinking water
-Allison Humphns, the U S En-

vironmental Protection
Agency's remedial project man-
ager for the depot work, said the
groundwater contamination is
the immediate priority at the fa

clhty Officials want to know
how far off base the contaml-
nants have gotten and ascertaln
more about thelr source,
Humphrls stud

"Obviously, It's a potential
threat to the Memphis Sand."
she said However, "we don't
have any evldenee that it has

compromised the Memphis
Sand

EPA must go back and check
for "gaps In the data" because
the earlier study identifying the
contamination problem was _9n-
ducted before the depot was
named to the Superfund hst,

Humphns said The study was "a
good first effort" by the depot to
assess enviromnental problems.
she said.

Officials have been reviewing
historical records and aerz4
photos to find out more about
the vast dumping Humphris
said They're now revlsmg plans
for completing the overallinves.
tigatlon at the facility

posslble cleanups, accordmg toa _

plan completed early this year.
At more tuan two dozen sites,of-
flczalswillmerely conduct sam-

pling to confirm that no major
problem exists,while 20 others
will require no further work

Base officialshave Just fin-
ished a draft "environmental ba-

sehne study" The product of m-
tervlews and a review of re-

cords, ztcontains a color-coded
map identifying areas that are
contaminated, those that are

clean, ones that ave relatively
safe;and ones that need further

' InveshgaUon.
_:,The maJo_@ees of concern at

_tlie 3,490_cre:fiese, officials say,
g_re the six-foot:deep dry wells at '
;two _lhting shops For yearq

_rews poured plaUng solutions
_ ca dmi_, fhrgmium

d other hazardotis wastes into
___'e graqal-hned walls_One well
f_ceived up to 900 ga ions a day,
_c_or dzug to a 1983 reportIn the meantime, however, of- #$0ther. potentialflClalS will pursue measures "to threats in-

control the problems we know }_lu'deahazardouswastedispesal
=_ea situated_near a lPth Cen- '

we have, Humphr_s said That ;,-_rry
probably will revolve a system jet, fuelCeinetar_gandwa_'dum_iteSedon the

where

- to pum and treat contamlnated ........... _." P,_. ", :

groun_Pwater and possdily curb ground and igmted during hre-

sis migration off base, she said, fighting traimng exercises.
adding that construction on the Nearly two dozen of the 65
project could begin within a sztesarevnthinthel,S00acresof
year, - the installation that wtil be

The commumty relations plan turnod_over} to local _or state
for the depot was drawn up amid .-t- ,_ _ 1
rising concerns expressed by -agencies, ,_,=._; .-_ , _,
neighbors During interviews According to the base timeta-
with base officials m May 1993, hle. the 'barfisld win shut down
residents said they feared that by October 1995 as tralnmg oper-
eontamlnauon at the depot ations are moved to 'Pensacola,,
might be linked to cancers, rots- Fla..The interim leasing of base

proper codid-begin by late-
carriages, stillbirths and other 199S,_v_th the transfer of per-'
health problems in their nelgh- _ Uons at the facility slated to'borhoods

At a meetlng set for 9 am, Lstartt_arly1996': "'_-'_, - _'•

Thursdayatthedepot, arecently=,, The, waste site!: that aren't
named tebhmcal review com-
mittee wilt'hear a brmfmg on Wlthln the portion of the base to
the overall cleanup effort be transferred will be cleaned

At the Navy base, a total of 65 - up under a Defense Department=
.... rogram s m lar to Superfund -sohd-waste management units _ , :_
-- places that could be contains- ' That part of the facility wi11 b_

come name to the Bureau of Na_hated -- have been ldentliled •
But offlclalS say they have found val Personnel, which is slated ¢y
no _vid_nr,_ af move from WaShLngton,to MIt_-
............ any serious .. ,,,_ , *_:
threat to public health mgtonqn 1997 _:-,t _4_¢_, _ *

. , ' In all; ofhciais expect to spend
Theres never been a great morethan$Smflllon'o e_ufl_"

deal of industrial operations - ,I_.zA .}u_
,.ant mvestlgat_ve _vorz%at-t_

here at NAS-Memphls, hke you Mlilington facility:_;fneludzn_,
would see at other bases," said

David Porter.the Department of ' $175,000 during the, current, fzs_,
Defense rep.esentatlve on the cal year _, _. _, ¢ - _ .-' ,.

cleanup team at the base

Of the 65 sites, onl_ 15 will re-
quire fall investigations and
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