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Dear Ms.

I am writing in response to the concerns about cancer in your commttnify which you

expressed at the Mayor's Meeting on Mav 24, 1993. I apologize for the delay in re-
T

sponding to your concerns, he Defense Distribution Depot Memphis has contacted

both the Memphis/Shelby County and the State of Tennessee Health Departments

requesting a cancer study be conducted for the area surrounding the Depot.

Per OtLr request, Ms. Bonnie Basher of the State Health Department contacted Dr. James

Catchings to enlist his assistance in gathering information. The State Health

Department's procedure is to ask concerned citizens to gather information such as the

boundaries of the area of concern, the approximate number of people in the area, the

types of cancer in the area, the age of people in the area with cancer, and when the

diagnosis was made. After reviewing the information, the State Health Department

will determine if they shotfld perform an intensive area cancer study. Dr. Catchings

has agreed to gather the information for the State. He has been made aware of your

concerns and wotfld like for you to contact him. You may contact him at (901) 774-0921.

I have also enclosed information regarding the Environmental Protection Agency's

Technical Assistance Grant program. Neighborhood groups may obtain these grants to

hire someone who can assist in deciphering the analytical reports from which clean-up
designs are made. I have forwarded this information to Mr. Larry Smith of the Mid-

South Peace and Justice Center which has programs in place to help citizens better

understand the complex issues surrotmding environmental clean-up sites.

If you have any further questions, please contact Ms. Denise Cooper at (901) 775-4379.

Sincerely,

Encl

Colonel, USA

Commander



45! "

FINAL PAGE

ADMINISTRATIVE RECORD

FINAL PAGE


