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Main Installation Passes Safety Standards for Industrial Use

The Remedial Investigation 1s complered
for the Main Installation (now known as
the Memphis Depot Business Park),

and the results offer positive news for the
Depot and the communury of south
Memphis The full report 1s available ac
the Depot’s Informanon Repositories

The U.S. Army Engineer and Support
Center and their contracror, CH2M
Hull, collected the data and prepared che
report. The Environmental Protection
Agency, the Tennessee Department of
Environment and Conservation and the
Tennessee Department of Health
reviewed and provided comments on
the draft reports and approved the

final reporr

The RI report concludes that Depot
operanions have not sigmificantly affected
the environmenral condivons at the
Mamn Installasion  Investgators found
that, overall, the Mamn Instaflation 1s safe
for current and future industriat and
commercial workers.

Across the Main Installatucn, several
compounds were found ar levels higher
than those found elsewhere 1n Memphis.
Arsenic, dieldnin and polynuclear
aromauc hydrocarbons (PAHSs) were
dentified 1n surface soils at ralroad
tracks and roadways and where pesticides
were applied around the warehouses and
on the golf course The arsemc levels are
such that 1t 1s safe to work at the Depot
and to use the recreational areas

A few small areas were identified with
elevated lead concentranrons 1n the soil
One of these areas was cleaned up this
summer as part of the removal action at
the old paint shop and maintenance area
n the southwest corner of the Main
Installatien  The other areas will be
evaluated for possible future cleanup

The Main Instatfasion was divided into
six geographic areas called funcuional

units, based on past land-use and
anticipated future land-use
Groundwater 1n the shallow fluvial
aquifer under the Main Instalfation
became 2 seventh funcuonal umt

Using EPA-approved methods for
sampling and analysts, soil in a totat of
702 locations was sampled, resulting in
1,208 soal samples collected

The laboratory performed 99,264
analyses looking for 300 different
compounds. The groundwater has been
under invesngation for several years and
has been sampled on a regular basis

The seven functional units of the Main
Installation are 1dentified below, along
with the conclusions for each area.

Functional Unit 1- 20 Typical
Warchouses

It 15 safe for current and furure industrial
and commercial workerts to work 1n this
area Because of PAH levels at locanions
near the railroad tracks and roadways,
homes cannot be buulr on these areas

Functional Unit 2-Southeast Golf
Course/Recreational Area

The golf course 15 safe to use as a golf
course. The playground 15 safe to use as
a playground. The baseball field 15 safe
to use as a baseball field. Tt 15 safe for
current and future mduscrial and
commercial workers to work 1n this area
Because of dieldrin levels at the golf
course, homes cannot be built there

Functional Unit 5-Southwest Open
Warehouses

It 1s safe for current and future industral
and commercial workers 1o work mn this
area The sump 1n Bulding 1086 had
elevated levels of chromium and lead
Elevated lead levels were also found in
soils around the old pant shop and
mainenance area in thc Southwcsf
corner of the Main Installation
Cleanup for this sump and the
surrounding area 1s complete

UPGCOMING
RAB
MEETING

Join us at the next Restoratton
Advisory Board (RAB) meeting to
learn about the environmentat
cleanup program and ro rasse issues
of interest or concern to you

The RAB indudes community
members who review proposed
plans and acuons and provide
input on the environmental
cleanup activivies

The next
RAB meeting
is Thursday,

July 20th

The RAB meeting will be
held in the “]” Streer Café at the
Memphus Depot On the agendana
presentation on the nsk assessment
portion of the Main Installanon
Remedial Invesugation report 0

Because of the lead levels around the
old paint shop and maintenance area as
well as PAH levels near the railroad
tracks and roadways, homes cannot be
built 10 these areas

Functional Unit 4 Northern and
Open Areas

Overall, 1t 15 safe for current and future
industreal and commercial workers to
work 1n this area. Higher than
acceptable levels of lead were detected
in a small area of soil north of the old
paint shop and maintenance area near
Building 94% and at one

sampling location at Building 702
(demolished 1n 1997)

Continued on page 3
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CWM Removal Project Update

The Memphis Depor
will continue to conduct
weekly chemucal warfare
materiel (CWM)
breefings for the
community every
Wednesday throughout
the summer. However,
because of the summer
heat, the meenngs will
now be held 1n the
Community Ouereach
Room at the Depot -
2163 Awrways Blvd ,
Building 144 - beginning
at 10am Mr. Clyde
Hunt, the CWM on-site
coordinator, and his assistant
Ms. Elizabech Burks, will provide
up to date information on the
removal project

Removal of chemucal warfare
materiel (CWM) started at Dunn
Field on May 4 The CWM
removal project 1s centered on
three sites at Dunn Feld:

Sie 1 = suspected Chemucal
Agent Idenoficauon
Sets (CAIS) disposal

location;

neutrailzatlon Pt and

Site 24B — suspected 29 German
bomb casings disposal
focation,

In Apal, before startng the
removal project, the workers and
supporting agences took part i
prc—opcrat!onal CXErCises that
wncluded an assessment of work
site safety and emergency
response procedures.

Clyde Hunt and Elizabeth Burks of the US Army Engineening and Support Center provide

information an the CWM remoaval project to
briefing session on Dunn Field

These exercises are requured by
the Department of Army o
ensure that the procedures in the
Site Safety Submussion as well as
all other Army and Occupational
Safery and Health Administration
safety and health regulations are
being followed The exercises
also ensure that the air
montroring and video equipment
is working properly and that all
personne] are prepared for any
==l given energency-scenatio——— ==

During the month of May,

the U S Army Corps of
Engineers and their contractors
excavated a total of 121 cubic
yards of so1l, and discovered no
CWM. At Sie 1 1n May,

the CWM team found 24 empry
bottles and stoppers packed 1n a
box. By the end of May,

the excavated area was

approximately 30" x 8 x 10’

members of the commumity during a weekly

All removal activinies take place
inside the vapor contamment
structure (VCS}, a 3,800 square-
foot, tent-like strucrure designed
to protect the community from
any CWM thar 1s uncovered
and to fileer the air dunng all
removal activities.

For more informaton or to make
an appointment to watch a live
video of the removal activitzes
talung place inside the VCS,

Al VT Hine or M5 Butksat |
(901} 743-7118 You can also

visit the Communuty Information
traller on Mondays, Wednesdays
and Fridays from 10:00 a.m

unul 2:00 p m.

The CWM removal project
continues to move us closer to
our goal of restoration, reuse

and revitalization of the
Memphis Depot. U

OLD PAINT SHOP AND MAINTENANGE AREA CLEANED

Soul was remaoved and disposed of as parr of the completed
cleanup project at the old paint shop and maintenance areas
of the Main Installation

butlding and a cencr

t During May and June, cleanup was completed on Pareels
35 and 28, also known as the old paint shop and
maintenance areas of the Main Installation in the
southwest corner of the Depot

The U'S Army Corps of Engineers and its contractor,
Sverdrup Environmentat Engineers, cleaned up the
structures and surrounding soul to ensure these areas were
safe for current and future mdustrial or commercial
workers. The project included cleaning the mteror of six
buildings, removal and disposal of approximately 1,000
cubic yards of soil from around the buildings, removal of
one underground storage tank, and demoltwon of one

ete slab

The project also included addmonal soil sampling along
Perry Road outside the fence to see 1f the soil should be

removed The results of this additional sampling showed
that the soil along Perry Road was safe and, therefore,

was not removed O

Cleanup Alternatives

Now that the members of the BRAC Cleanup ’
Team (BCT) have finalized the Main Installanion
Remedial Invesugation Report, they have turned

BCT Presents

their attention to cleanup alternatives,

A Proposed Plan for these alternatives will be
prepared by the BCT and presented to the public
for comment, as required by the Comprehensive
Environmental Response, Compensation and
Liability Act {CERCLA) and the Superfund
Amendments and Reauthorization Act (SARA)

The Proposed Plan summarizes the cleanup
alternatives presented in a Feasibility Study and
spectfies the BCT’s preferred alternative

The plan also presents the BCT’s reasoning for
selectng the preferred alternauve based on

spearfic evaluation eriteria

It s important to note that the Proposed Plan 1s
not the final decision document The preferred
alternative can be changed or modified based on
feedback from the public comment period

The BCT encourages the public to comment
on all the cleanup alternatives, as well as the

preferred alternative.

Each cleanup alrernauve 1s evaluated using the
—following criteria.that.are-based.on. CERCLA .- -

requirements and guidelines established by the

Environmental Protection Agency

The Main Installation Remedial Investigation
Report 1s currently available for public review 1n
the four Information Repositories (see back page
for locauons and hours). The Feasibihicy Studies
for soil and groundwater and the Main
Installation Proposed Plan will be available for

Overall Protecuon of Human Health and

the Environment

Compliance with Applicable or Relevant

and Appropriate Requirements

Long-Term Effectiveness and Permanence

Reduction of Toxicity, Mobility,
and Volume Through Treatment

Shott-Term Effectiveness
Implementabilicy

Cost

State Acceprance

Community Acceptance

public review in the four Information

Repositonies by August 1, 2000

Continued on page 3



James Webb has been a valued
member the Memphis Depot
Restoranion Advisory Board (RAB)

since it was first formed

As Manager of the Warer Quality
Assurance Laboratory at Memphis
Light, Gas and Water (MLGW) for
aver 34 years, Mr Webb knows all
about Memphis' drinking water,
Recendy, he finished work on
MLGW’s Water Qualiy Report that
was distributed to every MLGW
customer.

Mr Webb keeps a warchful eye on
the local drmlang warer, which
cames from deep groundwater
aquifers throughout the Memphis
area Mr. Webb and hus team in the
Water Quality Assurance Laboratory
at MLGW analyze samples of water
from these wells, looking for traces

James Webb Keeps Watch On Our Water

of any substances that mught pose a
potential concern “To date, we
have not found any contaminants
from the Depot,” saxd Mr Webb

While Memphis warer 15 safe to
drink and not affected by
substances found m the shallow
aquifer, Mr. Webb wants to ensure
1t stays that way “T would like for
the Depot area communiry to
make sure that the shallow
groundwater 13 cleaned up before
the environmental cleanup

program complewly ends at the
Memphis Depot,” said Mr Webb.

He 15 confident that MLGW can
safely and effectively remove small
amounis of substances that may
enter the dunking water wells, so
customers will continue to recerve

the same high quahity of water chey

RAB member James Webb

have come to expect from MLGW,

A proud father of two grown
children, Mr Wehb looks forward
to retinng somume within the
next year and enjoying time with

his wafe O

Proposed Plan
for The Memphis
Depot Main
Installation

Public Comment- Period
Aug. 1 to Aug. 31, 2000
Public Comment Meeting
Aug. 17, 2000 - 6:00 {).m.
Watch for ads in your local

paper, or call for more
information:

(901)544-0613

N Main Installation Passes Safety Standards for Industrial Use

Contnued from page 1

— -These lacattons are being evaluated

for possible future cleanup,

Homes could be built on all other
areas of this funcrional un,
although current land-use zoning 1s
for light industrial only

Functional Unit 5-Newer
Warchouses

It 15 safe for current and furure
industrial and commercial workers to
work in this area Because of PAH
levels ar locations near the radroad
tracks and roadways, homes cannot
be buslt on this part of the Depot.

Functional Unit 6-Administrative
and Residential Area

It 15 safe for current and fueure -

industrial and commercial workers to
work 1 this area It 1s safe for
people to live 1n the housing area

of this funcuonal unit. Because of
PAH [evels, homes cannot be built
on the parking lots, ralroad tracks
and maintenance shop area of this
functional unic

Functional Unit 7-Groundwater
under the Main Installation
Groundwater samples from the
shallow fluvial aquifer under the
Main Installation found chlorinated
sobvents fike those used for dry

cleaning or degreasing machine
parts  This groundwater 1s not
used for drinking warer and 15 not
affecuing the ciey’s drinking

water SYSI'C m,

The Fate and Transport secuon of
the RI report concluded that any
substances moving off the Depot
property 1n sutface water, seduments
and sou were within acceptable

standards for human healch. 3

What are PAHs?

Polynuclear aromatc hydrocarbons (PAH:s) are
compounds common o most utban areas  They are
formed during the burning of substances such as coal,
oil and gas, diesel fuel, garbage or other waste producrs
PAHs are also present in tobacco smoke and grilled
mear Some PAHs are also used 1n the production of
medicines, plastics and dyes PAHSs can enter the
environment through automobile or airplane exhaust,
asphalt paving, crude o, creosote, and roofing tar

There are several ways that PAHs mughs have entered the
Depot souls  Vehicle exhaust from the major roadways
next to the Depor and exhaust from awrplanes flying low

over the Depot would deposit PAHs onto the Depot In
the paved areas, 1t’s likely that the PAHs came from the
asphalt paving  Another likely source of PAHSs 1n Depot
soils are the railroad tracks between the warchouses.
These tracks include rarlroad tes treated with creosore, 2
source of PAHs, and waste ol may have dripped from
the trams traveling on the tracks It 1s likely that the
PAHs in gravel areas resulted from the use of waste o1l 1o
controf dust and weeds U

For more information on PAHs and health effects,
contact the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease
Registry (ATSDR). Visit ATSDR's website at
wivw.atsdr.cde.govitoxfag.biml
or call toll free ar 1-888-422.8737,

BCGT Presents Cleanup
Alternatives
Contrnued ﬁam page 2

The public comment period for the
Main Installation Proposed Plan 1
scheduled for August 1, 2000 through
August 31, 2000. The BCT will
present the Proposed Plan and preferred
alternanve at a public meeung on
August 17, 2000, beginning at 6 pm ,
which will be held in place of the
regular RAB meeting

The public can provide comments on
the Main Installation Remedual
Investigation Repore, the Feastbility
Studies and the Proposed Plan in the
following ways

* Verbal or written comments ar the
August 17 public meetng;

*  Verbal comments on the
Environmental Information

Line. 544-0618,

*  Wntten comments to
Me Shawn Phillips
Memphis Depor Careraker
Division
2163 Awrways Blvd., Bldg 144
Memplus, TN 38114-5210 1
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The Memphis Depot PRSRT STD
Bldg. 144, Suite 137
2163 Airways Blvd. U.S Postage
Memphis, TN 38114 PAID
Memphis TN
Permit No. 3988

DATED MATERIALS - PLEASE DELIVER THIS IMMEDIATELY

The Information Repositories are at the following locations:

0, 4

ot
© Memphss/Shelby County Health

(- -
The Depot, 2163 Airways Bivd., Bldg, 14

{lutton Control Drvision
T (901) 544-0613 Depastment, Po '
Memp ™ R( o 1 located 1n Buskding 814 Jefferson Ave , Mermphus, ™ Hallvsew Village Neighborhood
The Community Qutreach Ro et 0 GASUTE (901) 5767775

{44 Please cal aheat for an appoim

Nerwork Systems, 2119 Aley Rd.,
that we are avaiiable to heip you

Memphis, TN 38114 (901) 743-0500
The office 15 0pen Monday t Fnday from
gooam to500pm

The Pallution Gontrol Diasion & open Monday
to Frday fom 7 30am o 430pm

HOW TO REACH US....

If you have any questions or comments about the Depot’s environmental cleanup program,
please feel free to contact any one of the following:

Shawn Phillips Turpin Ballard Jim Morrison Kevin Clay

The Memphis Depot United States Tennessee Department RAB Community ckse Nobl

2163 Airways Blvd., Environmental of Environment and Co-Chair Defen iaD“;buzo:Cm er

Bldg 144, Suite 137 Protecuon Agency Conservation 4385 Douglas Dr. (7L7) 770-6223

Memphis, TN 38114 6! Forsyth St., SW 2510 Mt. Moriah, Ofive Branch, MS 38654

(901) 544-0611 J{ﬂ;t(l)zr;t;kg%s?)%wf' ‘;‘féﬁiﬁ?% 38115 (662) 895-4512 EnviroNews is published by the Memphis Depot to

(901) 368-7958 update the pubtic on the environmental cleanup

program, If you have comments, questions, of

@ suggestions for future articles, please call
.- s - »
Visit the Depot’s website at www.ddc.dia.mil/memphis

Ms. Alma Black Moore at (901) 544-0613.

———
- e i e . -
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