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By Nikkr Boertman

: Residents wonder it hiving near the depot is a health risk. Alvera Crockett lost her husband, who never smoked, to lung cancer.
il Neighbor Willie Wilson, whose son died of leukemia, said, “There have been lots of cancers around the perimeter of this depot.”

Depot

One area that mght be ex-
posed to dangers 1s the Rozelle
neighborhood just west of
Dunn Field

The report says soil sampling
15 needed there to determine
the presence of any contami-
nants that might have been de-
posited 1n the past by overflow-
ing ditches

“Obviously, contaminants
from the site have gone
through the area — there’s no
disputing that. It’s just a mat-
ter of what the levels are,” smd
epidemiotogist Crellin. Other
drainages where residents
could have been exposed to
contaminants are on the west
and southeast sides of the de-
pot Between 500 and 3,000 res-
idents “could potentially have
contact with wate[" there, the

report says

Currently, thé water 1n
ditches flowmng off the depot 15
not polluted enough to affect
public health, the study says
But there 1s msufficient infor-
mation on centaminant levels
before 1989

ATSDR did find that some
depot workers could have
faced an 1ncreased cancer risk
'i1f they had daily exposure to

tamnted soils mn some parts of
the facility

An examination of cancer
data by state and ATSDR'offi-
cials found no excessive rates
among residents living near
the facility

But the cancer review was
hmited because the only re-
cords avallable were for 1990-
96 and they covered broad cen-
sus tracts mstead of areas ad-
jacent to the depot,

“The rates may have been
tugher 1n the past, but we don't
have the data to look at that,”
Crellin said “Currently, the
rates are not excessive

Many depot neighbors, 1n-
cluding Johnson, say they don't
know if the depot has caused
any health problems mn thewr
homes.

But all along the penmeter of
the facility, stories of cancer
deaths among longtime depot
neighbors are not difficult to
come by

For instance, Alvera Croclk-
ett, 74, who lives just east of
Dunn Field, said her husband
died of lung cancer nearly 20
gears ago des&ue never having

een a smoker Not many
houses away, Willie Wilson, 68,
lost a teenage son to leukerma
n the 1970s

“There have been lots of can-
cers around the perimeter of
this depot,” Wilsen said.

But cancer 1sn’t the only ail-
ment cited by residents as pos-

sibly resulting from depot con-
tamnants

On Rozelle, James Massey,
46, suspects his kidney failure,
resulting 1 a transplant, 1is
Imnked to pollution He said two
men who previously lived next
door also had kidney trouble.

“If 1t’s contaminated over
there (on the depot), I can’t see
how 1t couldn't be over here,
close as we are,” Massey said

Dor1s Bradshaw, president of
the Defense Depot-Memphs,
Tennessee, Concerned Citizens
Committee, said 1t's important
that officials “find out why
there's so much 1illness 1n this
community ™

The citizens group has sought
the additional off-site analyses
But they've arranged for scien-
tists from historically black
Howard Umversity to also par-
ticipate i the testing as a
“check-and-balance to make
sure nothing 1s concealed or
hidden from the commumty ”

Bradshaw said a primary
goal of her group is the estab-
Iishment of a health center 1n
the community to monitor any
medical problems

“We do believe the depot has
contributed to some of this,”
she added

To reach reporter Tom Char-
her, call 529-2572 or E-mail
charlier@gomemphis com

. Depot Merphis But they want to

Depot concerns

In a newly released study, federal
health officials found no apparent
threats to the public from

- comtamination at the old Defense

do some additional testing in
neighbiorhoads where drainage
ditches might have camied
chermicads off site in past decades

Shaded blocks indicate general
arsas of proposed off-site testmg
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