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REUSE,

Sampl!ng
0II Miilil
Installation

Now that the groundwater system on
Dunn Field is operanng, and chemical
warfare materiel field samphng is
completed, the Depot's environmental
team is now concentraung on the next
phase of the ongoing cleanup program.

Monitoring welts have been installed
on the Main Imtallatlon - and at several
off-site locations - so that the
environmental team can determine the

geology of the areaas well the extent
and nature of the impacted ground-

to evaluate alternatives for cleanup

Geologicalfeaturetobeinvesti tod
Part of the team's attention will center

on a geological feature Jn the northwest
corner of the Main Installarlon where

there appears to be a natural
underground trench.

Earher sampling determined that
compounds are present m the Fluvial

aqmfer, a layer of groundwater beneath
the Depot. The environmental team

must pay special attention to the
geological feature to determine if it will

allow impacted groundwater to enter
Memphis' drinking water aquifer, called
the Memphis Sand aquifer.

0ffsite sampling
Groundwater is also being sampled at

several off-site locations in the Depot
community Work began in late
September near the intersections of
Person and Rozelle, the fencehne of

Dunn School, Sparks and Mallory,
Sparks and Ball, Manchester and
Kingrwew and Ketchum and Ball.

The purpose of the off-site
groundwater sampling is to provide
more mformanon to the environmental

team regarding the geology of the area
and to determine if impacted
groundwater is moving off the Main
Installation. =1

UPCOMING
RAB

MEETINGS
Restoration Advisory Board

(RAB) meetings are open to all

community members. You are
invited to attend and learn about

the environmental cleanup

program and to raise issues of

interest or concern with

members of the Board.

The next RAB meeting is
scheduled for.

Jan. 21, 1999
Meetings are held in the

Conference Room, Building 144

at the Depot, 2163 Airways

Blvd., Memphis, TN. Park at

Gate 1 and enter through the

side doors.

Interview with

Wilier,Mrs.Willid mt
Mrs Wdlett Is the

principal of Dunn

Elementary School
located near

Dunn Field and

the Memphis

Depot She is an alumnus of

Leadership Memphis, a board member

of the Memphis Urban League, and is a

cluster leader appointed by Memphis

City Schools Superintendent Gerry

House to facility the work of 15 other

prmopals in school reform. Mrs.

Wdlett is a 32-year veteran and an

award-winning educator, and has been

principal of Dunn Hementary since

1972.

Q: How did you come to be

involved on the RAB?

A: When the opportunity arose to

learn about the cleanup operation,

I became interested in learning what

the process would be. Later, I

learned of the subsequent closing of

the Memphis Depot. We had an

excellent relationship with

employees of the Depot who had

adopted Dunn Elementary School

c_ntlnued inside
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and came regularly to tutor and offer their services to
the school. I was concerned with what their ultimate

employment status would be at the Depot.

Q: In your opinion , what concerns the

community most about the e_vironmental issues

at the fac'dity?

A: I believe the health issues, both current and future,

concern the community. The distrust that is obvious

among communixty persons is of concern to me. There
needs to be more _ommunlcauon on the level that

community persons can understand. This is improving,

however, and I am most pleased with Mrs. Alma Black

Moore's role in providing opportunities for community

persons to learn and question the status of the

procedures at the Depot. Another concern is the close

proxamity of the school to Dunn Field and the questions

relative to issues surrounding it. We don't really have

enough knowledge to say we have completely safe

drinking water, for example.

Q: What methods of communicatlng with the

commtu_ty do you believe work

A: I believe that we have in place a good community

relations person. I believe the newsletter is sufficient. I

also believe that more persons should attend RAB

meetings to get first-hand inform_atlon. I have compiled

all minutes and handouts at the school and they are

- - available-to-community-persons. It has.been-suggested ---

that churches get Involved because that is always an

important vefude for getting information out.

Collectively, all of these are effective ways of

communicating with the community.

Q..Howdo you thinkthe RABis operating?.Is
there anything you would like to change?

A: The RAB is operating effectively. I have always been

impressed with the community persons' commitment to

the efforts. Other representatives are knowledgeable and

appear to be lust as committed. We have by-laws that we

have ratified. We have opportunities for input and
sharing. I do believe we are domg fine []

Asphalt roadconstruction
begins on DunnField

In response m mncerns from Depot ne_bo_ about dust,

the gravel road on Dunn Field ts being replaced by an asphalt
road.

Local mmonry contractor S&W Paving is constructing the
new road from Duon Avenue onto Dunn Field. Work IS

expected to be completed by the end of the year

Truck activity on Dunn Field has increased m recent

months because of the ongoing removal of the fluorspar and
bauxite piles. The Depot initiated this prolect on behalf of the

i conmaunny to minimize the dust problems at Dunn Field

Rawnl ol Stoatpnm
The removal of the remaining

fluorspar and bauxite stockpiles will

continue with the sale of the material to

private buyers. The removal of this

material is slated to be completed by the

summer of 1999.

8olil gu mm /
 dml

The Depot has expanded the soil gas

sampling program as a result of the

success of a new quick, safe and

cost-effectwe sampling technology called
Gore Sorbers TM.

The original program involved 300

Gore Sorbers TM, which resemble a long,

thin shoelace with a tiny filter pack at

the tip, that were placed in the ground

on Dtmn F£dd. The filter packs in the

Gore Sothers TM detect any vapor In the

soil that is being released by compounds
in the soil.

Additional Gore Sorbers TM have now

been placed In the ground at the
-northeast corner of Dunn Field and_as --

the southeast perimeter of the fence.

Once the Gore Sorbers TM are

removed, a laboratory will analyze the

filter packs for evidence of soil vapors

This analysis will help the Depot

environmental team pinpoint where

more in-depth sampling should be done

to locate the source of the vapors

Because Gore Sorbers TM use natural

air flow and can be placed in the ground

with minimum sod thsturbance, any

compounds that may be present won't

be disturbed until the cleanup team can

determine exactly what is there and how
it can best be addressed.

Upeeming Aelivitles
•The Depot's environmental team is

beginning the remethal investigation

of areas of concern on the Main

Installation.

• With the chemical warfare matend

field sampling completed, work is now

proceeding on a sire safety submission.

The submission - which details what

is present and what safety precautions

will be taken during deanup activities

- must be approved by The Pentagon

before any cleanup work can beg_n.

These efforts are all part of the

Depot's commitment to restore, reuse

-and revitalize thisq'adlity.-If you have

further questions, please call Alma

Black Moore, Community Relations

Specialist, at (901) 544-0613. D

The Bethel

Community

Neighborhood
Watch

Association held

their first

anniversary

celebration on October 17 at Charlean

Elementary School.

Representatives from the Memphis

Pohce Department's Southeast Precinct,

located at the Memphis Depot, and the

City of Memphis Code Enforcement

Division shared helpful lnformauon with

Bethel Community members.

Alma Black Moore, Community

Relanons Specialist at the Depot, was also

mvned to attend, and talked about

various community outreach and deanup

activities at the Depot.

The Bethel Communiry Neighborhood
Watch Association is dedicated to

working together "m love, peace, trust

and respect to bnng um_" For more

informaunn, contact Bethel Community

President Bobble Lyles at

(901) 544-4203. D



MIFA's RSVP teams up with Depot
The Metropohtan Inter-Enth

A._soclatlon's (MIFA) Reured Semor and

Volunteer Program (RSVP) has

estabhshed a new volunteer parmersfup

with the Memphis Depot

MIFA conducted an orJentauon lun-

cheon m October for volunteers who will

assist the Depot's Commumty Rehtlons

Spectahst, Alma Black Moore, with com-

munity outreach programs at the Depot.

"I am thnlled to have the opportomty

to work with so many skalled semor

adults, and I sincerely appreoate the time

that they are wdhng to give to the Depot

community," said Ms. Moore "It's

especially slgmficant because most of the

vokmreers hve near the Depot and are

interested in the cleanup and restoration

of the Depot."

Etta Johnson, Director of RSVI_, is

responsible for placing more than 600

senior adults in volunteer positions

CommunityInformationSession
The Depot hosted anot_r Commumty

Informauon Session at CortyJumor l-hgh Schoo! - "

on Saturday, September 19, 1998. The D epods _ .

.fEnvtrmmaentat. team was joined by- - _ , Mc_I_V'_

"-representanves of a number of fedekal, state arid _rw_n st_

local government agencies - along with our

envt.ronmental contractors, community groups

and _tenants now located at the Memphis Depot - J¢,n,f_r
tO discuss the environmental restoration and reuse r,_la_a_ad

"- -.programs _th the community -- s

Members of the Memphis Depot Restoration Ad_sory Board cut the Umvemty of

nbbon dunng a ceremony to mark the start up of the Groundwater - Memph_
Pumpm System at Dunn Field The system Is now operational and
lmpacce_ groundwater is being pumped from beneath Dunn Fidd to Groundwater

• IpslatR¢,
a City of Memphis water treatment facility where It vnll be processed

plrt_hdthrothe waste_eater treatraem

throughout the city. Acuve m the

Memphis area for more than 23 years,

the RSVP program Is wtal to non-profit

and government agencies throughout the

oty

RSVP volunteers - four of whom are

reured hbranans - will help Ms Moore

with many projects, most *mportandy

updating and maustammg the Depot's

Informauon Reposltories throughout the

c*ty, including the Reading Room at the

Depot The Repositories provide the

public an opportunity to vmw all pubhc

documents related to the Depot's cleanup

projects

Volunteers wdl also help distrdiute fact

sheets to Depot neighbors to update

them on ongoing cleanup acuwues and
assemble educanonal marenals that the

enwronmental team can use during their

visits to schools and community groups

In the noghbothood. El

NewBCTmemberjoins
MemphisDepotProject

The newest member of the Memphis Depot

BRAC Cleanup Team ts William Turpm Balla_d, "*-

a Remechal Project Manager (RPM) with the

Enwronmental Protection Agency (EPA). _

Mr. BMlard was the senior RPM for Wright-
Patterson Air Force Base in Ohio and was based

at the EPA'S Chicago office before being transferred to the Adanra,

Georgia office to manage the Memphis Depot project.

Turpm has worked for the EPA since he joined the Region 5
Groundwater Protection Branch m 1987 He has been a Superftmd

RPM since 1989 and has managed federal facihty sites as well as

private sites.

Prior to joining the EPA, Turpin worked for Tenneco Oil Exploration

and Producuon in Lafayette, Louisiana as a geological engineer.

He earned a Masters Degree m geology from Indiana University.

As a member of the BCT, Turpm also sits on the Restoranon

Adwsory Board (RAB). Q

W'dson Waiters, Dorothy RJ&arth and

IGm Speer of the Army Crops of Eagmeers

l_a_en Bell oftbe Depol Redevelopment Corporat*on

Carter Gray of the

Memphts/Shelb
County Heal_ Alma Black Moore, Commumty Relanons Speoahst at

Depot tment, and the Mempbss Depot, takes questions from students
RAB Member dunngavlsl_ toanareaschool Ms Moore, aioag'mth

Benlamm Moore, Christina Conyers and Joe Maloney

of the:Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease

Regi_tt y and Kamna Harem of the Emaronmental

Protection Agen_ spoke to students at A]cy,
Hamthon, Donn and Noms Elementary Schools and

Cot ty M_ddle S_heol about repanng for careers m
science, mathematl_ _t,3_community i_lallOnS

Greater Memphis Environmental Justice Work Group

CommunityMeeting
Members of the Depot enwronmental team

joined with other community and government

partners to participate in the second meeting of the

Greater Memphis Environmental Jusnce Work

Group on Saturday, October 17, 1998 The

working group was designed to rewew, discuss and
distribuse information on the enwronment and

human health, which may adversely impact the

quality ofhfe of residents hying near and around

the Memphis Depot and other areas of
environmental concern in the Memphis area.

The day-long workshop was coordinated by The

Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry

(ATSDR) and co-chaired by ATSDR Office of

Urban Affairs Assocaate Administrator, Dr. Rueben

Warren and Defense Depot Memphis, Tennessee

Concerned Ciuzen Committee (DDMT-CCC)

President, Dons Bradshaw

Shawn Phllhps, Depot Base Reahgnment and

Closure (BRAC) Environmental Coordinator and

Jordan Enghsh, Tennessee Department of the

Environment and Conservauon Remedial Project

Manager, reported together on the Depot's cleanup

and decislon-maktog process. This regulator).

)rocess ts used to consider and Implement effective

cleanup acuviues while protecting human health
and the environment.

Other sub-geoups presented their review and

assessment of community health concerns, access

to commumty health care, environmental health

educatmn actlwttes, and other enwronmental

concerns that may pose an overall commumty
health risk.

Many follow-up tasks were ldenufied and

&scussed. Partlopants of the work group agreed

to meet agato in six months to report on their

subgroup findings and contmue to recommend

acnons for issues of concern

For further information on the Greater Memphis

Enwronmental Justice Work Group, please contact

Alma Black Moore, Depot Community Relations

Speoalist, at (901) 544-0613, Dr Rueben Warren

at (404) 639-5060, or Doris Bradshaw at

(901) 942-0329. [21
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The Information Repositories are at the following locations:

Memphis�Shelby County puhl: ,.
Cherokee Branch _- uc Library,,

• , ._00 Sharoe
Memphis, TIC, (901) 743_ _6 Ave'

The DepOt, 2163 Airways Blv&,
_{als TN (90l) 544-0613

Mempht, _slocatedm Bmldmg
park a_

to 40g P m please
to helpyou

Memplms/Shdby County Health

Department, Pollution Contro! D_on
814JeffersonAve.,Memphis,IiN

(901) 576-7775

Tile PolluhonControl Otvtslon to openMonda_

to Fndayfrom7 30 a m to 4 30 p m

Memphis/Shdby County Public Library,
Main Branch, 1850 peaboay,

Memphis, TN (901) 725-8877

The MareBranch*s open Mondayto Thursdayfron
9 a m to 9 p m, FridayandSaturdayfrom 9 a m
to 6 p m, andSundayfrom 1 to 5 p m

HOW TO REACH US....
If you have any questions or comments about the Depot's Environmental Restoranon Program,

please feel free to contact any one of the following representatives from the Department of Defense,

the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the Tennessee Department of

Enwronment and Conservation (TDEC) and the Restoranon Advisory Board (RAB):

Shawn Phillips
BRAC Environmental
Coordinator

2163 Airways Blvd.

Memphis, TN 38114
(901) 544-0611

Turpin Ballard
United States
Environmental

Protection Agency (EPA)

61 Forsyth St.
Atlanta, GA 30303

(404) 562-8553

Jordan English
Tennessee Department
of Emaronment and

Conservation (TDEC)
2510 Mt. Moriah,
State E-645

Memphis, TN 38115
(901) 368-7953

Mondell Wdliams :,
RAB Community

Co-Chair _ /[ EnviroNews Is publishedby the Memphis Depot 1o [

667 Mallory Rd. update the public on the Environmental Restoration I

Memphis, TN 38106 Program. If you have comments, questions, or [
(901) 946-9751 suggestions for future articles, please call

Ms. A ma B ack Moore at (901) 544-0613. I
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