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DunnFieldU3date

Ms Valer_eCllnkenbeard, an engineerfrom the U S Army EngineeringandSupportCenter m Hunts_lle Ala
observescontractors samphngsod atDunn F_eld

The Dunn Field Chemical Warfare

Materiel Engineering Evaluanon/Cost

Analysis (EE/CA) report, prepared by

the U.S. Army Engineering and

Support Center (Huntsville), recom-

mends the excavation and removal of

chemical warfare matenel at three

thsposal locat*ons on Dunn Field'

• the disposal location for Chemical

Agent Idennfication Sets,

• the chlorinated hme slurry pit used

to neutralize mustard agent that wzs

drained from 29 captured German

bomb casings; and

• the thsposal locanon used to dispose

of the drained bomb casmgs.

ChemicalWarfareMateriel(CWM)
RemovalActionWorkPlan

Several years of scientific research and

investigation to pinpoint the location

and extent of CWM disposal locations

at Dunn Field indicates that if any

mustard remains it has not moved away

from the original locatxon into

groundwater or the surrounding soil

If any mustard remains in the original

thsposal locations, it will resemble

hardened "globs" and be found within

the soll or on the bomb casings. The

Corps used this mformanon to prepare

a detailed CWM Removal Action Work

Plan and Site Safety Submission

UPCOMING
RAB

MEETINGS
Restoration Advisory Board

(RAB) meetings are open to

all community members.
You are invited to attend and

learn about the environ-

mental cleanup program and
to raise issues of interest or

concern w_tl" _of

the Board.

Meetings will be held at

6 p.m. in the "J" Street Care

at the Depot, 2163 Airways

Blvd., Memphis, TN. Enter

through Gate 2, proceed

through guard entrance and

follow the signs. Q

One of the first steps in the plan

will be the mstallanon of an

enclosure over the disposal locations

on Dunn Field This sealed and

lined structure has an air-filtration

system to momtor and filter the air

from within the enclosure and

between us multi-layered walls.

Expert chemical agent specialists

from the Edgewood Chemtcal

Biological Center (ECBC) in

Maryland will monitor air samples

Continued tl_51de
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Working Together at the Memphis Depot
The Memphis Depot Caretaker

Division draws from a long list of

talented and experienced organizations

to successfully complete closure and

environmental cleanup projects.

At the top of the hst is the Defense

Logistics Agency (DLA) located in Fort

Belvolr, VA DLA works with the U.S.

Congress to obtain funds for and

provide policy directions to its facthries
around the world such as the Defense

Distribution Center (DDC), Defense

Distribution Depot, Susquehanna, PA

(DDSP), and the Memphis Depot
Caretaker Diwslon Funds make their

way to the Memphis Depot from DLA

through the DDC to DDSP.

The Memphis Depot receives funding

and management direction from the

DDSP, and federal employees at the

Memphis Depot are considered a

division of the DDSP. The DDC and

DDSP have accumulated valuable

experience with closure and

environmental cleanup activities at other

Experiment Station uses groundwater

sampling data to produce groundwater

models that were used to develop the

groundwater pumping system at Dunn
Field

Other U S. Army orgamzatsons on the

Memphis Depot's long list of

experienced players that will participate

in the chemical warfare materiel (CWM)

removal project include the Program

Manager for Chemical Demdltarizaraon/

Project Manager for Non-Stockpde
Chemical Materiel, Technical Escort

Unit and Edgewood Chemical Biological

Center. Local organizations working

with the Memphis Depot on the CWM

project indude the Emergency

Management Agency, Memphis Police

Department, Memphis Fire Department,

Memphts/Shelby County Health

Department and Regional Medical
Center

From the environmental regulator list,

the Memphis Depot draws from the

talents and experiences of the

supply depots in Pennsylvania, Uta_h ..... _Epv_ironmen_t _ Py_cc_ion Agency__(EPA),
and California.

The U.S. Army also has several

orgamzanons that assist the Memphis

Depot with closure and environmental

cleanup acnvities. The Corps of

Engineers in Huntsville and Mobde, AL,

obtain and manage contracts wtrh

professional engineering and

environmental cleanup companies to

perform field invesugarions, pr.oduce

cleanup design documents and conduct

cleanup activities at the Memphis Depot.

The Corps of Engineers Waterways

Region IV,, in Atlanta, GA, and the

Tennessee Department of Environment

and Conservation (TDEC), Memphis

Field Office. Representatives from EPA,

TDEC and the Memphis Depot make

up the Base Reahgnmenr and Closure

(BRAC) Cleanup Team, which oversees

environmental cleanup activities at the

Memphis Depot facdity.

All the urgaotzarions on the Memphis

Depot's long list work together to ensure

the effective and efficient closure and

environmental cleanup of the faedl_ [2]

from field personnel within the enclosure as well as from
air monitors around the outside of the enclosure The

chemical agent specialists will also be responsible for the

sampling and analysis of material removed from the

disposal locations during the cleanup process.

The U.S. Army Project Manager for Non-Stockpile
Chemical Materiel and the Technical Escort Unit from

Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryland will also be present

to respond if needed They will also be responsible for the

storage and transportation of any recovered chemical

warfare marerml

SiteSafetySubmission
As part of the CWM Removal Action Work Plan, the

Corps prepared a Site Safety Submission. This document

detads the steps needed to ensure the safety of surrounding

neighbors, the Memphis community and the CWM

removal team at Dunn Field during the cleanup process.

The Site Safety Submission sets out in detail the

personal protective equipment and safety training required

by all workers involved with the cleanup project. This

submlsmon also includes the individual work and safety

plans of all contractors working on the CWM project.

A medical support plan detads the special training that

has been provided to the Local Emergency Response

-Management team, including hospitals, doctors, fire and

police departments, and ambulance services.

The Sate Safety Submission for the Chemical Warfare
Materiel Removal Action Work Plan will he submitted to

the Department of Army, the Department of Defense

Explosive Safety Board and the Department of Health and

Human Services for final review and approval this fall.

We expect the CWM removal work to begin early next

year when the specialized equipment and staff required

to complete the project are available (21

0UESTIONS AND ANSWERS
Q. Why is the CWM in Dunn Field?

A. Our historical records indicated that from

1942 unrd 1953 the Army's Chemical

Quartermaster Corps received, stored and shipped
materials such as flame-throwers, chemicals used

on clothing to protect soldiers from chemical

agents such as mustard, and Chemical Agent
Identification Sets used to train soldiers at boot

camp about chemical warfare agents such as
mustard. Burial of these materials when their

shelf-hfe expired, or when they became outdated

was the appropriate thsposal method at that time.
Dunn Field was also used to dispose of

CONCERNINGDUNN FIELD

approximately 29 captured German bomb casings

containing the chemical agent mustard. In 1946,

railroad cars traveling from Mobile, Alabama to
Pine BluffArsenal in Arkansas were discovered to

contain leaking mustard bomb casings while

traveling through Tennessee. Since the Memphis

Depot was the closest government facthty, they

were switched to the Memphis Depot, where the

Chemical Quartermaster Corps assisted specialists

from Edgewood Arsenal, Maryland to safely

disarm and empty the bomb casings and to

decontaminate the mustard agent. These casings
were then buned

Q. is mustard gas exposure to the community

a possibdity?

A The Army Corps of Engineers, the Edgewood

Chemical Blologmal Center and the removal

contractors have many years of experience

protecting surrounding commumties while safely

cleaning up mustard and other chemical agents.

Removal plans call for construction of a special

structure des*gned to con_n any release of

mustard during excavanon Momtonng of air

inside and outside of the structure as well as along
the fence line of Dunn Field will ensure

contractors respond qu*cldy to cover any item

that begins to leak mustard into the air.
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SoilRemovalandBuildingClea,up:
Oldhint ShopandMaintenanceArea

The Depot hosted a public

comment meeting on May

20, 1999, to provide ClOZens

an opportunity to comment
about the recommended

deanup activities at the old

paint shop and maintenance

area of the Depot. This area Is
located Ill the southlcvest

corner of the Main

Installation, at Perry and Ball

roads, The buddmgs in this

area were used for material

storage, sandblasting

activmes, paint spraying and

paint storage, lubrication of _
eqmpment, and use of

cleaning solvents.

Greg Undethergo project manager and

hydrogeologlst with CH2M Hill, presented an
overview of the current environmental condlnons

of the soft and buddings at this area of the Depot

property, the criteria used to evaluate each cleanup
alternative and the recommended removal action.

The recowanended action indudes:

• Cleaning buddmgs and eqtupment;

• Removing the former maintenance, storage and

woo&hop budding,

Mrs Johnme Mac Peters asks
quemons of StaffSgt BrianS
Fldd, U S ArmyTechmcal
Escort Unto

Mr KevmClay comments on
CWM presentauons at theJune
CWM EE/CA pubhc meeting

• Removing budchng

sump sediment and
debris,

June hMc

CWMRemovalat DunnField
A second EE/CA public comment meeting was

he d on Thursday, June 17, 1999, to provide

cmzens an opportumty comment about the

recommended chemical warfare materiel (CWM)

cleanup acnvines at Dunn Field The removal of

CWM from Dunn Field is a very sensiuve

environmental issue for our neighbors. In order to

discuss cleanup issues and listen to community

concerns, the Depot environmental staff, CWM

project managers and contractors, community

support organizations, and representatives from the

Environmental Protectmn Agency (EPA) and the

Tennessee Department of Environment and

Conservation (TDEC) were available prior to the

public meenng, between 4:00 and 6:00 p m, to

address mdMdual quesuons.

The public comment period, which began on

June 10, has
been extended

for an adthnonal

30 calendar days
due to a cmzen's

request and will

end on August 9,
1999

These meetings

were one of

several methodsMrs PeggyBrooksrewewsa fact sheetwith BobJonesof

the PublicOutreach and Informanon Orifice,Project * Removing concrete, for the corn-
_ _Manager.far Non-Stockp_leChemicalMa end ........... _ e , . _ / / _ a _ . - _ _ .

i sunsurrace SOil aFi(l me nyoraunc nuid tank at munlty to provioe input (luring me 30-catenaar-

! _ the former grease rack, and Removing up to 12 day pubhc comment periods for each EE/CA
i I inches of soil where EPA land use criteria are .......

tamer memocs mcmae volcemati comments on

/ _ exceeded our Informauon Line (901) 544-0618, or
] _ _ This lnformanon is contained m the .......

comlltent in wrlnn to tile DI',/XK# _IlVlronmental
/ _" / Engineering Evaluation/Cost Analys,s (EE/CA), g

,/k_'_'S_F,x_ ! i ..... Coordinator (address provided on back page).
A_ _"_ ""-_ _ Ola Paint _nop aria Maintenance Areas, Parcels 35

_'_ _-_ 1 and 28, and can be found at each of the The Depot wdl provide a summary of responses
_: _,'_,_ "-_ ¢/_I_'\ InformanonRepostores stedonthebackofths to public comments on each EE/CA w,thm 30

--_ -- _' 'r_ / _ _ newsletter, days of the close of each public comment per od.
_/__ / _ \ ....... T hesesummanesw beava abetothe

_ -. _ *a i ,' _ • lne DUDnCcomment nerloq rot this EE/CA
_?._'_4_> "1 ( _i _i _ . * .. • _ _ , . commumty through the Information Repositories

%_2_h,_" t . =tA[ejm _oeganonivlayl7. LJuetoacltlzensrequest, tlae t • . --_
_-_ - _ -- - . - locatea at me Mempms Depot, Cherokee Branch

_:e# comment penoa was extended for an additional .. .. . ... .
" _ _ t t t t n t Llorary_ iVlaln branch LIDlary ana me

30 calenaar aays aria wnl ena on July 15, 1999 ....... ,. ........
Menl ll_I_]_lelD 'k_oun ]_iealtn Lie artment G,I

" --_ - The cleanup activities for this section of the p y ty p

property are scheduled to begin in the fall

Q. What should I do to avoid exposure?

A The work area within the fence at Dunn Field

will be very well marked. Please stay out of the

work area The Army Corps of Engineers, their

contractors and the other government agencies

involved m the cleanup project will take all the

proper safety precauuons to ensure that the

community ISsafe.

Q. How will the community know if you have a

serious release of a toxic substance? How fast

will we know?

A. The Local Emergency Response Management

team, in conluncuon with the Memphis Police

Department, will nonfy the community

immediately should a serious release of a toxin

substance occur. Sirens, door-to-door nonces and

other emergency noufication precautions are in

place to ensure the safety of the conununlty.

Q. How will the community be lnduded in

the deanup?

A We include the community in the cleanup

prolect by providing mformanon and listening to

the concerns, questions and suggestions of the

community. The Depot provides information to

the commun W and ltstens to community _ssues

in a variety of ways. We conduct monthly

Restoration Advisory Board (RAB) meetings that

are open to the public and provide valuable

information about the cleanup prolects and allows

opportunities to voice concerns and suggestions.

We also produce a bi-monthly newsletter,

EnviroNews, containing cleanup prolect

information that is mailed to more than 4,500

homes and businesses We also dlstrthute fact

sheets to our neighbors in the Depot commumty.

lfyou would like to add your name to the

mailing list, please contact Alma Black Moore,

Commun W Relanons Specialist at

(901) 544-0613
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The Information Repositories are at the following locations:

Metaph_s/Shelby Cotmry Public L/b

Cherokee Branch, 3300 Shame A°erare'

Me_ph,,, TN (9Ol)z_3-_6_5 "'

Memphis/Shdby County Health

Department, Pollution Control D_ion
814 ]effersott Ave., Mempms,

(901) 576-7775

ThepollutionControlDlVls_onisopenMoliday
to Flidayfrom 7 30 a m to430pm

to6pm

Memphis/Shelby County Public Library,
Mare Branch, 1850 Peabody,

Memphis, TN (901) 725-8877

The MainBraoch s open Molidayto ThurSdayfrom
9 a m to 9 p m, Fridayand Saturday tom 9 a m

to 6p m,and Sulidaytrom I pm toSpm

HOWTO ilEACllUS....
If you have any quesuons or comments about the Depot's environmental restoration program,

please feel free to contact any one of the following representatives from the Memphis Depot, the

United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the Tennessee Department of Environment

and Conservation (TDEC) and the Restoration Advisory Board (RAB):

Shawn Phillips
The Memplus Depot

2163 Airways Blvd.,

Bldg. 144, Suite 137

Memphis, TN 38114
(901) 544-0611

Turpin Ballard
United States

Environmental

Protection Agency

61 Forsyth St., SW
Adanta, GA 30303

(404) 562-8553

Jordan English
Tennessee Department
of Environment and

Conservation

2510 Mt. Moriah,

Suite E-645

Memphis, TN 38115
(901) 368-7953

Mondell Williams
RAB Community

Co-Chalr @ [

667 Mallory Rd. EnviroNews is pubhshed by the Memphis Depot to

Memphis, TN 38106 update the public on the environmental restoration
(901) 946-9751 program. If you have comments, questions, or

suggestions for future arhcles, please call

Ms.AlmaBlackMooreat (901)544-0613.
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