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UPCOMING
RAB

MEETINGS

Restoration Advisory Board
(RAB) meetings are open to
all community members.
You are invited to attend and
learn about the environ-
mental cleanup program and
to ratse issues of 1nterest or
concern with members of

the Board.

Dunn Field Update

] ke
AL

The
next meetings
will be held
July 15/99
August 19/99

Meetings will be held at

- ; e W) " : 6 p.m. in the “J” Street Cafe
Ms Valenie Clinkenbeard, an enginecr from the US Army Engineering and Suppert Center m Huntswille, Ala at the Dcpot, 2163 Airways

observes contractors sampling sod at Dunn Field

Blvd., Memphis, TN. Enter

) ' through Gate 2, proceed
Thc Dunn Freld Chemical Warfare Chﬁmlca} Wal‘fare Ma[;e['lel (CWM) through guard entrance and

Materiel Engincering Evaluation/Cost | Removal Action Work Plan follow the signs. Q1

Analysis (EE/CA) report, prepared by Several years of scientific research and

the U.S. Army Engineering and investigation to pinpont the location One of the first steps in the plan

Support Center (Huntsville}, recom- and extent of CWM disposal locations will be the installatien of an

mends the excavation and removal of | a¢ Dunn Field indicates that if any enclosure over the disposal focations

chemical warfare mateniel at three mustard remains 1t has not moved away | on Dunn Freld This sealed and

chsposal locations on Dunn Freld: from the onigmal location 1nto lined structure has an air-filtraton

» the disposal location for Chemucal groundwater or the surrounding soil system to monitor and filter the air
Agent ldennficacion Sets, If any mustard remains in the original from within the enclosure and

disposal locations, 1t will resemble between 1ts multi-layered walls,
hardened “globs” and be found within
the sotl or on the bomb castngs. The
Corps used this information to prepare
a detasled CWM Removal Action Work

* the disposal location used to dispose | Plan and Site Safety Submussion
of the dramed bomb casings. Continued nside

* the chloninated Lime slurry pit used
to neurralize mustard agent that was
drained from 29 captured German
bomb casings; and

Expert chemical agent specialists
from the Edgewaod Chemcal
Biological Center (ECBC) 1n

Maryland wilt monitor air samples
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The Memphis Depot Caretaker
Division draws from a long list of
talented and experienced organizations
to successfully complete closure and
environmental cleanup projects.

At the top of the list is the Defense
Logistics Agency {DLA) located in Fort
Belvoir, VA DLA works with the U.S.
Congress to obtain funds for and
provide policy directions to its facilites
around the world such as the Defense
Distribution Center (DDC), Defense
Distribunion Depot, Susquehanna, PA
(DDSP), and the Memphis Depot
Careraker Divisson  Funds make their
way to the Memphis Depor from DLA
through the DDC to DDSE.

The Memphis Depot receives funding
and management direction from the
DDSPE and federal employees ar the
Memphis Depot are considered a
division of the DDSP. The DDC and
[DDSP have accumulated valuable
experience with closure and
environmental cleanup activiues at other
supply depots in Pennsylvarua, Utab
and California.

The U.S. Army also has several
organizations that assist the Memphis
Depot with closure and environmentat
deanup acuvities. The Corps of
Engineers in Huntsville and Mobile, AL,
obtain and manage contracts with
professional engineering and
environmental cleanup compantes to
perform field invesngations, produce
cleanup design documents and conduct

Working Together at the Memphis Depot

Expersiment Station uses groundwater
sampling data to produce groundwater
models that were used to develop the

groundwater pumping system at Dunn
Freld

Other U S. Army organizations on the
Memphis Depot’s long list of
experienced players that will participate
in the chemical warfare materie] (CWM)}
removal project include the Program
Manager for Chemical Demilitarization/
Project Manager for Non-Stockpile
Chermical Materiel, Technical Escort
Unit and Edgewood Chemucal Brological
Center. Local organtzations working
with the Memphis Depot on the CWM
project include the Emergency
Management Agency, Memphis Police
Department, Memphus Fure Department,
Memphus/Shetby County Health
Department and Regional Medical

Center

From the environmental regularor list,
the Memphus Depot draws from the
talents and expeniences of the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA),
Region IV, in Adanta, GA, and the
Tennessee Department of Environment
and Conservation {TDEC}, Memphus
Field Office. Representatives from EPA,
TDEC and the Memphis Depot make
up the Base Realignment and Closure
(BRAC) Cleanup Team, which oversees
environmental cleanup activities at the

Memphis Depot facdiey.

All the organtzations on the Memphis
Depot’s fong st work together to ensure

Punn Field Update

cleanup activities at the Memphus Depo.
The Corps of Engineers Waterways

the effective and efficient closure and
environmental cleanup of the facihey. O

_

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS CONCERNING DUNN FIELD

Q. Why is the CWM in Dunn Feld?

A. Our hsstorical records indicated that from
1942 unul 1953 the Army’s Chemical

Quartermaster Corps recetved, stored and shipped

materials such as flame-throwers, chenmicals used
on clothing to protect soldsers from chemucal
agents such as mustard, and Chermical Agent
Idenufication Sets used to train soldsers at boot
camp about chemucal warfare agents such as
mustard. Burnial of these matenals when their
shelf-life expired, or when they became outdated

was the appropniate disposal method at that ume.

Dunn Field was also used to dispose of

approximately 29 caprured German bomb casings
containing the chemucal agent mustard. In 1946,
railroad cars traveling from Mobule, Alabama to
Pine Bluff Arsenal in Arkansas were discovered to
contan leaking mustard bomb casings while
traveling through Tennessee. Since the Memphus
Deport was the closest government facility, they
were switched to the Memphis Depot, where the
Chemical Quartermaster Corps assisted specralists
from Edgewood Arsenal, Maryland to safely
disarm and empty the bomb casings and o
decontaminate the mustard agent. These casings
were then buried

le )I][.lllllL'd trom cover

from field personnel within the enclosure as well as from
air monitors around the outstde of the enclosure The
chemucal agent specalists wall also be responsible for the
sampling and analysis of material removed from the
disposal locanions during the cleanup process.

The U.S. Army Project Manager for Non-Stockpile
Chemical Matentel and the Technical Escort Unut from
Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryland will also be present
to respond 1f needed They will also be responsible for the
storage and transportation of any recovered chemical
warfare materiel

Site Safety Submission

As part of the CWM Removal Acuon Work Plan, the
Corps prepared a Site Safety Submuission. This document
detals the steps needed to ensure the safety of surrounding
neghbors, the Memphis community and the CWM

removal team at Dunn Field duning the cleanup process.

The Site Safety Submussion sets out n detail the
personal protective equipment and safety training required
by all workers involved with the cleanup project. This
submusston also ncludes the mdividual work and safety
plans of all contractors working on the CWM project.

A medical support plan details the special traimng thar
has been provided to the Local Emergency Response
- Management team, including hospitals, doctors, fire and
police departments, and ambulance services.

The Site Safety Submussion for the Chemucal Warfare
Matenel Removal Action Work Plan will be submitted to
the Department of Army, the Department of Defense
Explosive Safety Board and the Deparunenc of Health and
Human Services for final review and approval chus fall.

We expect the CWM removal work to begin early next
year when the speaialized equipment and staff required
te complete the project are available 0

Q. Is mustard gas exposure to the community

a possibility?

A The Army Corps of Engineers, the Edgewood
Chemucal Biological Center and the removal
contractors have many years of experience
protecting surrounding communities while safely
cleaning up mustard and other chemical agents.
Removal plans call for construction of a special
structure designed to contain any release of
mustard duning excavatonr  Monitoring of ar
wside and ourside of the structure as well as along
the fence line of Dunn Field will ensure
contractors respond quickly to cover any em
that begins to leak mustard 1nto the ar,
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S0i) Removal and Building Cleanup:
0ld Paint Shop and Maintenance Area

The Depot hosted 2 public
comment meetng on May
20, 1999, 1o provide citizens
an opportunity to comment
about the recommended
cleanup activities at the old
paint shop and maintenance
area of the Depot. Thus area 1s
located mn the southwest
cornet of the Man
Installation, at Perry and Ball
roads. The buildings 1n this
area were used for matenal
storage, sandblasting
activities, pasnt spraying and
pamnt storage, lubrication of
equipment, and use of
cleansng solvents.

Greg Underberg, project manager and
hydrogeologist with CH2M Hill, presented an
overview of the current environmental condinions
of the soil and buildings at this area of the Depot
property, the critenia used 1o evaluate each cleanup
alternauve and the recommended removal action,

Mrs Peggy Brooks reviews a fact sheet with Bob Jones of
the Public Qutreach and Information Office, Project

—|—Manager.for Non-Stockpite Chernical Matenel . . _ -

Q. What should I do to aveid exposure?

A The work area within the fence at Dunn Freld
will be very well marked. Please stay out of the
work area The Army Corps of Engineers, their
contractors and the other government agencies
mvolved in the cleanup project will rake all the
proper safety precautions to ensure rthar the
communuty is safe.

Q. How will the comtmaunity know if you have a
serous release of a toxic substance? How fast
will we know?

A. The Local Emergency Response Management
team, 1n conjunction with the Memphus Police

May Public Comment Meeting

The tecommended action includes:
* Cleaning butldings and equipment;

* Removing the former maintenance, storage and

woodshop building,

21 address individual questions.

Mrs Johnnie Mae Peters asks
questions of Seaff Sgr Brian §
Field, US Army Technical
Escore Unit,

Mr Kevin Clay comments on
CWM presentations at the June
CWM EE/CA public meeting

* Removing building
sump sediment and
debrs,

* Removing concrete,
Sabsurface soil and the hydraubic flud tank at
the former grease rack, and Removing up to 12
inches of soil where EPA land use criterta are
exceeded
This information 15 contained 1n the

Engineering Evaluation/ Cost Analysis (EE/CA),

Old Paint Shop and Maintenance Areas, Parcels 35

and 28, and can be found at each of the

, Information Repositories histed on the back of this

! newsletter.

\ The public comment period for this EE/CA

R began on May 17, Due to a citzen’s request, the
§ comment period was extended for an addiional
30 calendar days and will end on July 15, 1999,
The cleanup activities for this section of the
property are scheduled 1o begin 1n the fall

Department, will noufy the community
immediately should a serious release of a toxic
substance occur. Sirens, door-to-door notices and
other emergency noufication precautions are in
place to ensare the safety of the community.

Q. How will the community be included in

the cleanup?

A We include the community 1n the cleanup
project by providing information and listening to
the concerns, questions and suggesuons of the
commumty. The Depot provides information to
the community and listens to community 1ssues
1n 2 vanety of ways. We conduct monthly

.| citizens an opportunity comment about the
] recommended chemical warfare marenel (CWM)

.| environmental 1ssue for our neighbors. In order to

June Public GComment Meeting
(WM Removal at Dunn Field

A second EE/CA public comment meeting was
held on Thursday, June 17, 1999, to provide

cleanup acuvities at Dunn Field The removal of
CWM from Dunn Feld s a very sensinve

discuss cleanup issues and bisten 0 communiy
concerns, the Depot environmental staff, CWM

support organizations, and representatives from the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the

‘Tennessee Deparcment of Environment and

public meeting, hetween 4:00 and 6:00 pm , 10

The public comment period, which began on

June 10, has
been extended
for an addstional
4 30 calendar days
d due to a citizen’s
N request and wilt
Y | end on August 9,
g 1999

+ These meetings
3 were one of

i several methods
for the com-
munity to provide input dusing the 30-calendar-
day public comment periods for each EE/CA

Other methods include voicemail comments on
our Information Line, (901) 544-0618, or
comment 1 writing to the BRAC Environmental
Coordinator (address provided on back page).

The Depot will provide 2 summary of responses
to public comments on each EE/CA within 30
days of the close of each public comment peried.
These summaries will be available to the
communty through the Information Repositorses
located at the Memphis Depor, Cherokee Branch
Library, Man Branch Library and the
Memphus/Shelby County Health Departmene Tl

Restoranen Advisory Board (RAB) meetings that
are open to the public and provide valuable
formation about the cleanup projects and allows
opportumnities to voice concerns and suggestons.
We also produce a bi-monthly newsletter,
EnviroNews, contaming clcanup project
mformation that 1s mailed to more than 4,500
homes and busmesses We also distribute fact
sheets to our neighbors 1n the Depot communty.
If you would like to add your name to the
matling list, please contact Alma Black Moore,
Community Relations Speciabst at

{901) 544-0613
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The Memphis Depot
Bldg. 144, Suite 137 PRSRT STD
2163 Airways Blvd. U.S. Postage
Memphis, TN 38114 PAID
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Permit No. 3988

DATED MATERIALS - PLEASE DELIVER THIS IMMEDIATELY

FOR YOUR INFORMATION.....
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E 3 from 1 15 0pen Mondy
= 635y )
? -and 5a
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814 Jefferson Ave., Memphus, TN
(901) 576-7775

The Polition Conitrol Bivision 1S open Monday
1o Enday from 730 am 10 430pm

Memphus/ Shelby County Public Library,
‘Main Branch, 1850 Peabody,
Memphus, TN (901} 725-8877

Thursday from
ranch 1s open Monday 10

1;\: rh: a;[(]l% pm, Enday and Saturday from gam
to6pm,and Sunday from1pm toSpm

HOW TO REACH US....

If you have any questions or comments about the Depot’s environmental restoration program,

please feel free to contact any one of the following representatives from the Memphis Depot, the

United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the Tennessee Department of Environment
and Conservation (TDEC) and the Restoration Advisory Board (RAB):

Shawn Phillips Turpin Ballard Jordan English Mondell Williams

The Memphis Depot  United States Tennessee Department RAB Community

2163 Airways Blvd.,, Environmental of Environment and Co-Chair -

Bldg. 144, Suite 137 Protection Agency Conservation 667 Mallory Rd. EnviroNews s published by the Memphis Depot to

Memphis, TN 38114 61 Forsyth St., SW 2510 Mt. Moriah, Memphis, TN 38106 update the public on the environmental restoration

{901) 544-6611 Atlanta, GA 30303 Suite E-645 (901) 946-9751 program. if you have comments, questions, or

(404) 562-8553 Memphis, TN 38115 suggestions for future articles, please call

{901) 368-7953 Ms. Alma Black Moore at (901) 544-0613.
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