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Huntsville Center has a large group of envirnnmuntal, chemical,

and mechanical engineers dedicated to environmental restomtion and

pollution abatement technology the world over. These highly trained

personnel contribute to environmental policy development atthe

highest levels ofDepat tment of De£ense pOD), and support several

programs designed to restore the environment at active Defense

sites and at sites formerly owned by DOD.

Defense Environmental RestorationProgram
Defense Environmental Restoration Program (DERP) is a con-

gressionally directed program (Public Law 99-190 and 99-199). The
program has several goals:

- Identify, investigate and clean up contamination from hazardous

substances and wastes;'

- Correct other environmental damage (including the detection

and disposal of unexploded ordnance) that creates an imminent and

substantial danger to the public health or welfare, or to the environ-
ment;

-Demolish and remove unsafe building structures.

Formerly Used Defense Sites
As part o f DER.P, Huntsville Center maintains the inventory data

base of all sites formerly used by the Department of Defense. Cur-

rently, more than 7,00D sites are on the list.

The inventory phase of DERP includes identification

and investigation of the site and determination of eligi-

bility for environmental restoration under DERP.

IIuntsville Center is responsible for ordnance engi-

neering on both formerly used Defense sites and on

active Defense sites. As the Corps of Engineers' Man-

datory Center efExper0se for Ordnance and Engineer-

ing, Huntsville Center works to reduce risks to the

general public on fonnerly used Defense sites.

About 950 sites may have ordnance contamination.

These include former target ranges, artillery impact

areas, ammo storage areas and ann'no manufacturing

plants. The Center's design engineers work closely with the

military's explosive ordnance disposal---or EOD_units to address

hazardous ordnance problems at these sites.
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Active Defense Sites

Also under DERP, Huntsville Center manages environmental

mgmeenng programs for the Defeuse Logistics Agency (DLA)

md the Army Materiel Command (AMC).

DLA. Since 1985, the Center has been workingclosely with

3LA as the Corps of Engineers' singlepoint ofenntaet for "

groundwater quality, contamination assessment, environmental

audits and remedial design for hazardous waste remediation

efforts at Defense depots, fuel supply points and stockpile
centers.

AMC. In 1981, AMC requested Huntsville Center to support

its environmental studies program. The Center provides contract

:nanagement and technical support for environmental studies that

1say be assigned to the Center. These include:

• PreparingResoazceConservationandRecoveryAct

71CRA) Part B perrnits;

• Designinghazardouswaztefacilityclosures;

• Preparing groundwater quality assessments and reme-

tial actions at installations where confirmed contmnination
,xists;

• Hazardous Waste Minimization studies;

• Solid waste management units;

• Lagoon closw.es;

• Open burning/open detonation area permitting,.

• ExplosivewasteincineratorandDEACfitrnaceRCRA
,ermit;

• Hazardous and toxic waste drums.

gnvironmental Policy Development
in another environmental program, Huntsvillg, X2e nte-F'_ll)sihe -

)ffice of the Deputy Under Secretary..obO_ense for Environ-

lental Security. (.l_q3_-SD (t_p_ viron men tel policy.

his partnership-in-t984, whet__ght I Iunts-

ille Center's support with a study of waste reduction at DOD
"acilities/

Support to the Under Secretary includes:

• Maintenance and operation of the DERP Management

hformation _ystem,"

• PreparationoftheDERPAnnualRefiorttoCongress;

• Development andrefinement of the Defense Priority
4odel;

• Various delivery orders for technicalpolicy support.
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