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J.S. Army Corps

ENVIRONMENTAL FACT SHEET
Defense Depot Memphm, Tennessee

)f Engineers
=Iuotsville Ceffter

THE SITE

The Defense Depot Memphis,

Tennessee (DDMT), covers 642

_cres of tend in Memphis, Shelby

'County,Tenn. Throughout its fi_/-

"_veyeam of operation, the site was

Jsed as a warehousing and supply

iistdbution point for military services

tnd some civilian agencies. Origi-

7ailyin 1942, the depot was operated

)y ihe U.S. Army Carps of Engtneer_

_sa storage and maintenance site

or the Army's engineer, chemical.

Indquartermestercorps. Later

luring World War II, the depot served

,s a prisoner of war camp and a

upply point for the signal and

,rdnance corps. From 1963 through

997, the depot functioned as a

'istdbutioncenter for the Defense

ogisticsAgency by shipping and

=.ceiving textile products, food

roducte, electronic equipmen_

_edicalsupplles. andhazardous

hemicalsupplie_ TheOefense

ogisttes Agency closed the depot

;eptemher 30, r 997 as part of the

lase Closure and Rcaligement

_rocess. The depot is edwin a carB-

!aker status, awaiting economic

_edevetepment and environm entel

.:leanup actions.

ENVIRONMENTAL RESTORATION

While the DDM'F site contains groundwater and soil that is con-

taminated with pesticides, solvents, fuels, and other hazardous °

compounds, health assessments have indicated that the Memphis
community has not been exposed to these substances at levels that

could cause health problems. A detailed evaluation of risks posed

by the facility will be completed before proposing clean-up require-
ments.

In order to assure the public's safety and make the depot site

useful for economic mdevelopmenL the Defense Logistics Agency
and the Corps of Engineers are working on an environmental resto-

ration of the depot itself and impacts of actions at the depot.
The Corps of Engineers conducted a two-year"remedial investi-

gation" to determine the nature and extenlofenvironmental hazards

atthedepot. The study showed that contaminants came primarily

from the depot's past disposal operations and from accidental spills.
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"hat study was completed at

he end of 1990.

Specifically, thestudy
howed that:

• A layerof waterthat is not

,sod, lying about 75 feet

,eneath the ground surface of

_e depot, was contaminated
tith potentia#y hazardous

ompounds and metals. No

repot-related contamination is
,resent in water used for distd-

,ution to the public.
* The contamination is

nmadly beneath Ounn Field
'h a much sma#ar amount

md under the main instal/a-

* The contaminants in the

_ter beneath the depot have

pread beyond the property's
ouedadea.

• Surface soils and surface

_ater on the depot are con-
'aminated in a half-dozen

reas.

The 1990 study also deter-

tined that more investigation

_as required to properly re-

store the depot's environment.

So, in 1994 the Corps of Engi-

Jeers continued !ts investiga-
ion.

CURRENT AND PLANNED

_CTIONS

Regularly scheduled ground-

_ater sampling is taking place

Jnder the oversight olstate and

ederalenvironmental regula-

:ors. This will establish g round-
Nater trends for the entire

nstallation. Sampling was

:lone in June and September

1997. it wilL continue through

1998. TheCorps has installed

monitoring wells to determine
the nature and extent of the

ground water contamination
beneath the western end of

Dunn Field.

In the meantime, the Corps
has awarded a contract for a

groundwater extraction system
at Dunn Field in an intedm effort

to stop contamination from

spreading and to removethe
contaminants from the water

beneath the field. The system is

scheduled to be operational in
the fall of 1998.

Soil sampling took place for

the purpose.of transferring and
leasing depot property for

economic redevelopment and
to assure that no hazardous

conditions will continue to exist

on property used'by DDMT.

Sampling was done to deter-
mine the Levels of contamination

at siles across the depot and

the preliminary results have
been discussed with the Ten-

nessee Department of Environ-
mental Conservation and the

Environmental Protection

Agency. Several sites are now
leasable.

Contracts for remedial

investigvatio n s/field studies at
Ounn Field and the main instal-

lation were awarded to CH2M

Hill in 1998. These investiga-
tions and field studies will

prepare a baseline nsk assess-

meet and ultimately, a record of
decision. These aclions wiU

include public review and com-

ment periods.
Field work for these actions

is scheduled for fall 1998 and

winter 1999.

SUMMARY'
The Defense Logistics

Agency and the Corps of

Engineers take seriously their

obligation to cleanup the con,
taminants left'behind at DDMT

from past practices. Several

"actions are underway to further
examine the contamination and

to reduce the amount ofcen-

tamination until a overall

cleanup strategy is approved.

Federal law requires that
this final strategy be presented

to the public as a "proposed

plan" and that public concerns

be addressed before defining

the specific clean-up req uire-
ments in a "record of decision/'

The agencies are also working

together sothat land can safely
be made available for eco-

nomic redevelopment.
Environmental health scien-

tists from the national Agency
for Toxic Substance and Dis-

ease Registry have studied the
environmental circumstances at

DDMT and have concluded that

people living near the depot

have not been exposed to
contamination at levels that

could cause health problems.
This conclusion will be re-

evaluated as part of the risk

assessment process required

dudng the site investigation.
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