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Ms. Johnnie
Mae Peters

Ms. Johnnie Mae Perers has been a
member of the Depors Restaradon
Advisory Board (RAB) since 1994

She also spends her time as an advisory
committee member of the South
Memphis Planning District
Commiriee, the Mayars Clean Mem phls Task Farce, The Walker Homes
Neighborhood Association and the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP). In her free rime she enjoys
visits from her five children, 13 grandchildren, and four preat-grand-
children. Recenily, she shared her choughts abour restoradon activiries art

the Lepot.

Q: How did you become involved with the RAB?

A: The T.E. Maxson Wastewater Trearment Plant is near my home and
wastewater that leaves the Depor passes through my neighborhood. [ am
alsa concerned about waste from the factories between South Parkoway
and the Mississippi state line that surround the area where | live and
warship. Shelby County Commissioner Di. Cleo Kirk — who isalso a
member of the RAB - asked me to serve on the RAB board because he

knows that [ am concerned abour tmy communiy.

Q: What would you like to see the community doing towards
the deanup efforss at the Depor?

A: The community needs to attend more meetings, tour various facilities
and become more educared abour environmental issues thar affect all of
us. | disiribute newslecters and other informarion w people all of the
dme. | would like to see more ministers involved with environmental
cleanup cfforts. Ministers can reach 2 lot of peaple if they would provide
informarion to their members and neighbaring homes.

Q: In your opinion, how will the community benefit from the
restoration activities at the Depot?

A: People want good paying jobs with good benefits from companies
that will move to the Depot. New jobs will help ease some fears in the
community. Peaple want tn know what rypes of companies will be
coming into the Depor. My first husband worked at the Depot for 32
years, and iny daughter redred in 1997 after 26 years of service at the
Depot.

Q: What concerns you most about the environmental activities
at the site? .
- A: I am concerned about Dunn Field. There is a lot of distrust and

concern in the ecommunity about what is in the mounds at Dunn Ficld,
how and if that site has affected the neighborhood, and whar rests are
heing done ta find out haw Dunn Field has affected the neighborhood. 0

meetlngs

arc schcdulcd
for the 3rd
Thursday of

An underground stopage ntnk at the Depots former filling
station war recently remaved ffom the area where the
Memphis Police have opened a new precinet, The tank
did not meer 1998 environmenial trandards and was
removed as part of the on-going cleznup work. Samples
inken from sail around the tank thawed the ik bad
remained intact. O



UFDATE

The small meral canisters unearthed at
Dunn Field have been identified as a
compenent of a detector kit soldiers uzed
in the ficld ro test for chemical warfare
agents. The canisters do not conmin any
chemical warfare apems; they contain a
chemical, sodium pyrophosphace
peroxide, commonly found in denture
eansers as well as houschold and
laundry detergenis.

Sanipier from the
drzertor kit tha

werr emoved from
Dunn Field

Darothy Richards, the US Army Cerps
of Engineers Project Manager who is
averseeing the Depot cleanup project,
tald the Restaration Advisory Board ac
the June meeting that the US Army's
Center for Health Promation and
Preventive Medicine identified the
canisters as replacement paris for detecror
kits. She demonstrated haw one of the
kirs would he used hy soldiers in a
bardefield siruation ta determine if
chemical warfare agents were present and

it was safe to remove their gas masks,

The canisters, slighdy larger than a
35 mm film caniseer and coneaining four
small glass botdes, were stored ar the
Depor before being shipped o troops in
the field. Chemical agents were not tested
at the Memphis Depot.

Ms. Richards told RAB members that
a represenative of the Corps’ Onlinance
Group viewed the canisters when they
were uncarthed and determined chey did
not contain chemical agents. Chemists
and chemical engineers ar the Corps also
reviewed photographs and rechnical
information an the kits and determined
that the substances contained in the
canisters are not harmful. O

The Memphix Depot Redevelapment
Corparation (DRC) has unveiled plans far the
Encrance Boulevard Project — a $3.7-million road
construction project thar will be the traffic "spine”
for new development on the property.

The baulevard project

enter the property from Airways Boulevard and
run east to west. Obsolete and deterioraning
buildings will be removed to make way for the
new road, which will serve as the central ralfic
circulation and utility distribution spine of the
redeveloped property.

inidates che planned 15-
year capial improvement
program to Deport roads,
utilities and buildings. The
impravemens program will
cost $42.6 million and will
make the facilivies

useful, code-compliant and
markemble. "Onc of the
redevelopment challenges
for this property is that

many of the buildings and

warehouses were designed for il access unly,” said
Gene Burr, Project Manager for the DRC. "This
poses certain limitations on 2ccess to the buildings
by vehicles such as trucks.”

The boulevard project will address this problem
while improving general traffic circulation and
averall property appearance. The new road will

The DRC expects the boulevard project to be
completed within two yezrs. The Economic
Development Administration’s Defense Adjustment
Program will conuribure $1.5 million toward the
cost. The DRC anticipates the balance of dhis cost
to be generated by revenue bunds suld by the city
that will be reimbursed from leasing revenue. O

In the May issue of

You Asked! s
# scveral questions that
were asked by your neighbors who atended the Depats

Communiry Infarmation Session in February. Here are
more of those questions and answers.

{}: What guarantees do we have that the City water
pipes will not burst, allowing contaminated water
to spill out onto the streets?

A: The dy pipes arc made 1o last for more than 100
years of use. According to Jerry Collins of the Memphis
Public Works Department, the city carrics out a com

prehensive maintenanee program desipned ta manitor the
condition of the sewer line. The line Enws downhill

assisred by graviry, The sewage does not go through the
line under pressure, Should a pipe erack, it is more likely

that soil debris will enter the pipe chan it is for sewage

to flow aut New pipe connecting the wells 1o the ciry's
linc will be plasdc, selecred for [E]j project because of

its strength anu resistance 1o breaks or leaks. The

D:I'lut's pump system must meer the city's strier safety

and engincering codes.

Q: There are houses that will be used by MIFA in
the area of the dieldrin. What do you propose to do
to cleanup this area for the residents who will move
into the homes?

A: Pour duplex houses will be uransferred to the
Memphis Inter-Faith Association (MIFA}. The
organization is very eager to have these homes prepared
for renanis as soon as possible, The need for low-cost

housing is urgent, sa the BRAC Cleanup Team (BCT)

approved this area as an early removal site.
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Work cantinues on the remaining Finding
of Suirability to Lease (FOSL) documents. Once
campleted, the Memphis Depnt Redevelapment
Corpuration {IDRC) can begin improving
praperty and leasing buildings to attract
businesses and coeate new jobs.

A FQSL documents the past uses of the
property at the Depot and provides prorections

ON THE ROAD TO REUSE

FOSLs Open Gate to Reuse

area of the Depot for reuse. Ik covers 16 of the 20
World War ll-era buildings (20 Typicals), the
former hazardous materials warehouse, the former
vehicle maintenance building and the land
around the former military family housing units.
Prospects are hot for leasing the 20 Typicals.

FOSL 5 includes these four buildings
and surrmumding property

in the lease to ensure completion of the Depot’s

FOSL 3 includes
Building 251 and
Building 972

Py JFTSFIEY

1 - .
FOSL G indudes the nvo Lrge - —
I;mldmy and surmundhg FOISL 4 lnllil.l!jﬂ l:!u.lld.mg:
restoration program during propesty as well as the pro and property in chis arca.
surmunding the other buildings
redevelopment of the praperty.

Recent FOSL documents 3, 4, 5 and 6
resulted in the creation of several hundred jobs.
With these FOSLs, the Memphis Leadership
Foundation leased Building 972 and the
Mempbhis Police Deparument opened the new
precinet July 1, 1998. Because of these FOSLs,
work will begin soon on the Entrance Boulevard
Project.

The tatest FOSL document 7, which is
currently undergoing review by the BRAC
Cleanup Team (BCT), will epen up a substantial

Next, the Depot will hegin developing Finding
of Suirability to Transfer (FOST) documents as
the base closure process continues. The Depor
will provide a 30-day public comment period on
draft FOST documents. Notices announcing
public comment periods, or announcing the
availabiliry of signed FOSLs for public review,
will be placed in the Tri-Staie Defender, the Silver
Star News and the Depor EnviroNews. The BCT
will alsa update the Restoration Advisory Board
{RAR) an FOSL and FOST documents.

Meet Alma Black Moore.
The Community's
bridge to the Depot

“In the neighborhood - that's where you'll
find me, not behind a desk,” says a cheery
Alma Black Moore, the new full-time
Community Relaiions Specialist for the
Memphis Depor's community autreach
pmgm.m.

Alma Jo Black Moore, who grew up on
Sparks Street near Ball and Perry, has a decp
canceen for what happens o the
neighborhood. She wants to make sure the
community she grew up in has input on the

furure of the Depot.

Almd’s role is ro be a bridge berwren the
Depot and the community.

“I'm here for the people,” said Alma. “i'm
here for my parenis, my daughter, nieces,
nephews, friends, parents’ friends. [ drink the
same water, and breathe the same air,
Providing facual information 1o all in a
timely eencise manner - thac is my top
priority. My maral vatues would les me do
no less.”

When asked about growing up in the
neighborhood, a warm smile spread across
her face. “Friendship, a real sense of
community, everyone played with cveryone,”
said Alma. "We would walk from Haliday
Heights to Elliston, to Nobhill, ta Orkin
Homs, all arvund the Depot. My parents
and many of my friends’ parents are suill here”

Alma, who is also involved with che

On the advice of EPA and Staze of Tennessee
toxicologists and the Diepot’s environmental engineering
consultants, CH2M Hilr: the 10p 12 inches of soil and
vegetation araund the houses will be removed. The
BCT expects the dicldrin to be in this top tayer of sail.
Sampling will be conducted 1o ensure enouph soil was
removed. Clean topsadl will be added, and tinal
landscaping will complete the project. The removed soil
will be sampled and sent to the appropriate disposal
faciliry.

Q: Why arc public questions limited to the end
of the Restoration Advisory Board (RAB)
meetings?

Az The RAB voted in February o review the meeting
proceduses. Questions and comments used to be aken
throughout the meeting. However, questions and

cemments maved beyond meeting topics axtending the
meeting lare inte the evening. At thar point, the RAR
agreed ta hold public comments o the end of the
meeting in an efft to have as much informarion
presented as poasible.

Recent changes to the RAB charier will allow public
comments immediacely after presencations. The RAB
cormunity co-chair will ensure that public questions
and comments relate to the presentanon and remain
brief. The RAB may vote to continue the meeting until
no more community questions are put forward for
public discussion. Representarives af all levels of
gm’:mmcrll: remain ﬂﬁcr I:ht mcﬂﬂng o can I.inu:
onc-on-uie discussions with community members, O

Memphis Black Business Association, said she
has rwo immediate goals. “We've got 1o ke
what the cxperts say and put it in plain
language,” the said. “If people understand
what is being said, they may be more inclined
10 get invulved. Next, we need more
numbers, more involvement a1 the meetings.”

Almas eagerness to get involved in the
community shines through. “If you have any
questions abour what is going an, when the
nexe meeting is, you're having 2 meeting and
would like me to attend or you just have a
suggestion, please call me at 544-0613."

Conye meet Alma at the next Restaratian
Advisory Board mecting on July 16, 6 p.m,,
at the Depac O




The Memphis Depar
2163 Airways Blvd.
Memphis, TN 38114
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If you have any questions or camments about the
Deport’s Environmental Restoration Program, please
feel free to contact any one of the following
representatives (rom the Department of Defense,

Shawn Phillips Jordan English
BRAC Environmental  Tennessee Department
Coordinator of Environment and

2163 Airways Blvd,
Memphis, TN 38114
(901} 544-0611

Conservation (TDEC)
2510 M1t. Moriah,
Suitc E-645
Memphis, TN 38115
{901) 368-7953

i th
Memphis/Shelby County Hca! h
a.r'::nz:i. Pollutien Control Division

814 Jefferson Ave., Memphis, TN

The Poltution Control Divislan is open Monday
to Friday lrom 7:30am. [0 4:30 pm.
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i . ic Library
his/Shelby County Public :
hl':lc-.:?anmdl. 1850 Peabody, Memphis,
. T {901) 725-8477 -
s Branch s open Mangay o Thurs
-;h:[?l.: g p.m., Friday ad Safurday from 9 a.m.
i} E p.m,, and sunday from 1ta 3p.M.

{901) 576-7775

the United States Environmencal Procection Agency
(EFA), the Tennessee Deparument of Environment
and Conservadien (TDEC) and the Restoration
Advisory Board (RAB):

Dann Spariosu Mondell Williams
United States RAB Community
Envirenmental Ca-Chair '
Protection Agency (EPA} 667 Mial lary Rd, Environews is published by the Memphis Depoat to
61 Forsyth St.- Memphis, TN 38106 updata the public an the Environmenta) Restoration
Adanta, GA* 30303 (901) 9461-9?51 Program. If you have camments, questions, or
(901) 562-8552 suggesllons for future erticles, please call

Ms. Alma Black Moore at (901) 544-0613.
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