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INTImMEW Wrt'n

Ms.J0hnnie
MaePeters
- _ MIDIBWFI

Ms. Jobnnie Mac Pelers has been a

member af the Depot's Restorailon
Advisor/Board (R._B) since 1994.

She also spends her time as an advisory,
committee member of the South

Memphis Planning Distil=
Commiltee, the Mayor's Clean Memphis T_sk Force, The Walker Homes
Neighborhood A_sociatlon mid the National Associailoa for the
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP). In her free time she enjoys

visits from her five children, 13 grandchildren, and four great -grand-
children. Recend); she shared her though_ abom restoration activities _.[
the Depot.

Q:. Haw did you became in-_alwd with the R.MI?

A: The "EE. Mar_on Was[e_-at er Treamaent Plant is near my home and
wastewater that leaves the Depot p_es through my aeighbothood. I am

also concerned about waste from the factories between South I_kway
and the Mi_ippi state line that surround the areawhere I live and
worship. Shelby Count)' Commi_ioner D_ Cleo Kirk -wbn ixaim a
member of the RAB - asked me to ser,'_ on the RAB bo_d because he

kalows that I _au concerned about my communitlc

Q: What wnuld you like m see the oammtmity doing towards

the deanup effam at the Depod'

A: The community needs to attend more meetings, tour vaxious facilities
_d become more educated _bout environmental issues that affec_ all of

m. I distribute ne_sletters and other information to pcopl: all of the
dine. I would like to see more ministers involved with enrlromnent.M

dean.p effom. Minister_ c_n reach _ lol of people if they ,,.'ouidprovide
information :o their members and neighboring homes.

Q: In your opinion, how will the community benefit from die

rtstoradoa activitie_ at the Depot?

Pc People want good paying jobs with good behests From companies
that will move to the Depot¸ New iobs will help ease some fears in the
communlt_ People want ra kn_w what types of eompenies will be

coming into the Depot. My first husband worked at the Depot for 32
years, and my daughter retired in 1997 after 26 _ars of service at the

Depot.

Qt _ concerns you mo_t about the environraemal activities
at the site._

• A: I am concerned about Dunn E:ld. There is _ hit ofdi_trmt mad

concern in the cotnrnunlry about what is in the mounds a: Dunn i_cld,
how and if thai sile has affected the neighborhood, and what tests are

being done m _nd o.t how _mn Iqdd has affected the neighbothood.D

at 6:00
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The small met_ canisters unearthed at

Dunn Field have been identified as a

component of a detector kit soldiers used

in the field to test for chemical "._raneare

agenm. The _nlsmrs do not contain any

_emlcalwaffareagents; they contain a

chemical, sodium pyrophospEate

peroxide, commonly found in denture

d=amers as v_ll as household and

laundry de_¢.genu.

Dorothy Rich_rds, the US Army Corps

of Engineers Proiect M_ager who is

overseeing the Depot cleanup pm)ect_

told the Restomtthn Adsqsory BO_d at

the June meedng Ihar the US Armyli
Center for Health Promotion and

Prtwendve Medicine identified the

_nislers as replacement parts for detector
kits. 5he demonstrated how one of the

kits would he used bv soldiers in a
hatd_eld situation to determine if

chemical warfare agents were present and

it g'as szlrem remove theft gas masks.

The canisters, slighdy larger than a

35 mm film mnls_r and containing four

small gla_s Imtdes, were stored at the

Depot before being shipped ro troops in

the field. Chemical agents were not tcs_d

at the Memphis Depot.

Ms. Richards told RA_ members that

a r_pr_en_ative of the Corps' OMinance

Group viewed the canisters wbeo they

were unearthed and determined they did

not contain chemical agents. Chemists

and chemical engineers at the Coq_s also

reviewed photographs and technica]
information on the kits and determined

that the substances containeci in the

canisters are not harmfoli

The Memphis Depot Redevelopment

Corporation (DRC) has unveiled plans for the

Entrance Boule'raid Project -a $3.7-mililo n road

construction project that will be the traffic "spine"

for n_v development on the proper ty.

The beulecard project

initiates the planned 15-

year capital imprm'mem

program to Depot roads,

udild_ and buiMings. The

improvement program will
cost $42.6 million and will

make the futilities

u_efnl. code<omplisnt and
marketable, "One of the

redevelopment challenges

for d_ property is that

many of the buildings and

warehouses were designed fur roll

Gene Burr, Pmj_t Manager for the DRG, "This

poses c_rmJn limitatiom on acc_ to the buddings

by vehicles such as trucks."

The boulevard project wi]l address this problem

while improving general traffic circulation and

o_rall property appearance. The new road will

theFuture
enter the property from AJrv."a._Boulevard and

run east to west. Obsolete aad deterintating

buildings _vdl be rem_'ed to make way for the
new road, which wil_serve us the cented traffic

circ_dat din and utility distribution spine of the

redevdoped property.

The DRC expoc_s the boukw'ard project to be

compieted wlddn two )_. The Economic

Devekipment Administrationls Defeme Ad_tment

Program will contribute $1.5 miliiu n toward the

co_t, The DRC _mticipates the balance of dlis _l

to be generated by revenue bm_ds sold by the city

that will be reimbursed from le0sing revenue.

YouAsked!EavitoNews,w_ amwered
s_e_ quesdora th.a_

_ere asked by yourneighbor* who auended the Detmt's
Community InfarmatinnSession in FebruaryHere are
mutt of those quenloas and answers.

Q_ What gv_rant_ do we _ve that the City _attr
pilp_Swill not harsh _ng mntaJ'nlaated ,_ater
to spill attt onto the _trett_P

A: Tbe de/pipe* are made m _ far more than 100
yearsof use.Accordingto Jerry Cnllim of the Memphis
Public Works Department, the city carriesout a corn
prehemive wathtenanee program desi ned to monitor the
condition of the sever line. The line flgr,_ downhill

_isred hy gravity. The ,e'_gs de,_ _ot go through the
line under pre_ure_ Should a pipe crack, it is more likely

that _oildebris _iil enter the pipe than it is for se'_age

line will Ix phsdc, sdected for _ pmim became of
to flow nut New pipa mnnectia the wells m the mtyli

its strength and redst_-a_xto breaks or leaks.The
De ts pump system retest meet the citys stficr safety

I an_[me_tglneeriog aides.

Q: There are homes that will be used by MIFA in
the area o f the dleldrin. What do _,_u propose to do
to deaaup this anm for the residents who will mo'._
into the homes?

A: Four duplex ho_ will be tr_tsfe_rd to the
Memphis Inter-F_ith A_odatlun (MIF_). The
organi_.afinnis very eagerm have these homes prepared
for te_anu as moo as _, ihie. The need for low-¢_st
homing is urgent, so r_neBRAC Cleanup "l_am(BCT)
approved this arm as an early removal site•



ONTHEROADTOREUSE
FOSLs Open 6ate to Reuse

Work continues on the remaining Findthg

of Suitability to Lease (FOSL) documents. Once

completed, tile Memphis Depot Rede_,elopmcnt

Corpo_apon (DRC) can begin impmvthg

property and I_ing building.s to attract

Boslness_ and c_eate new jobs.

A FOSL do,:umems the pa.tt uses of the

area of the Depot for feud. It covers 16 of the 20

Wodd Wal ll-era building_ (20 Typicals), the

forraer hazardous materials warehouse, the former

vehicle maintenance building and the faad

axound the former military family housing units.

Prospects are hot for leasing the 20 T?gicals.

property at the Depot and provides protections

in the lease to ensure completion of" the Depotk FOSL3 h_dudca
Ba/ldlng 251 and

Btfildmg _72

restoration program doting

rede,_dopment oftbe properr_

Recent FOSL do_lmentx 3, 4, 5 and 6

resulted in the c_tinn of s_'cral hundred jobs.

With these FOSLs, the Memphis Leadership

Foundation lexsed Building 972 and the

Memphis Police Deparh'ncnt opened the new

precinct July I. 1998. Ikcause ofthe_e FOSLs,

work wiil begin soon on the EntraJ_¢eBoulevard

Project.

The latest FOSL document 7, which is

currently undergoing review by the BRAC

Cleanup Team (BCT), wig open up a substantial

Next. the Depot will begin developing Finding

of Suitabiliry to Transfer (FOST') documents as

the base dosure proee_ continues. The Depot

wig provide a ilo-day public comment period oil

draf_ POST documents. Nodces announcing

public comment periods, or announcing tile

availabiliry of signed FOSLs for public review,

will be placed in the Tfi-Smtc Defender, the Silver

Star News and the Depot EnvisoNev.'g Tbo BC'I"

will also update the P.'_o_tion ad,lso_y Bo_
(PAR) on FOSL and FOST documents, fq

On the adore of EPAand State of Tennessee

toracologis_sand the De ot'senv_ronnlental engineering
¢onsultaat_ CH2M Hil_, the t_g 12 lathes af ufil and
vegetatioa around tbe houses will be removed.Tbe
BCT expects the dieldrin to be in this top hy¢_ of s_il.
Sampling _g b¢ c_niluc_ed _oeltsure enoughssoil wa_
removed. Clean topsoil will be added, and final
landscaping will _or_plste tha project. The removedsoll
will be sampled and sen_ to the appmptiate disposal
faciil_

Q: Why arc ptthlic questions limited to the end
of the Restontlon Advisory Boned (RAIl)

meetiags._
A: The gAB vo_edin pehtuay to review the meeting
prt:4x'dur¢_.Querhans and cornrgents used to be taken
throughout the meeting. However, qu_tio_ and

comments m_'ed beyond meeting topics _xendiog the
meeting hie imo the evening.At that point, the RAB
greed to hold public _omments m the end of the
meeting in an effort _o haveas much information
premated as possible.
Recen_changes m the RA8 charter wig allow pnblic
comments inmlediatdy after presentatinr_. The IL_
commt_nilyco_thalr vail ensure that public questions
and mmments relateto the pr_cntation and remain
bri¢_The RAB may vo_eto continue the m_ting until
no mo_e oomtnttaity questions are po_ farwardfor
public discussion. Repaeseatafi_esafall le,'ch of
gw..emm_n t remain agtcr the meeting to continue

onc_rt-one dlscu_slons with ¢oramurtlty member. _]

CMnni 's
bridge to the Depot

"In the neighborhood - that's where )'oalll
find me, not behind a desk," says a theeut
Alma Black Moore, the new full-tlme
Community Relations Specialist fur the
Memphis Depot's community outreach

program.

Alma Jo Black Moore, who grew up on
Sparks Street near Ball and Perry,,has a deep
concern for what happens to the
ndghbothood She wants to make sure the
community the grew up in has input on the
future of the Depot.

Alma'srole is _obe a bridge b¢_n the
Depot and the communiry

"fra here for the people," said Alma. _i'rn
here for my parents, my danghre_ nieces,
nephew"s,friends, p_nts' ftien&. I drink the
same wares. _a_dbreathe the same al_

Providing factual information to all haa
_iraely concise manner - that is my tug
pdorir_ My moral _'atues would let me do
nD Ii_, n

When asked about growing up in th_
neighborhood, a warm smile spread across
bet face. _Frieathhip, a real sense of
_ommuni_ everyone played with evetyone,"
said Alma. "We would walk from Holiday

Heights to Ellis_on, to N_hhill, to Orkin
Homes. all a,ound the Depot. My parents
and many of my friends' parents are still h_re?"

Alma, who is also imolved with the

Memphis Black 13usin_,sA_sociatien, said she
has two immediate goals. "We've g/orto take
what the c_parts say and goE it ill plain
fanguab_," _be said. _If poople understand
what is being said, they may be more indthed
_o get involved. Next_ we need more
tlunlbe_, more illvolvcment at th_ nleethags. _

Alma's eagern_ to get involved in the
community shines throngh. _[f you have any
questions abou_ what is golog on. when the
next meeting is, _u're having a me_tlng _d
world like me to attend or you just have a
suggestion, pham- call ale at 544-0fi 13._

Conl_ m_'_l Alma gt the rlext P._esto tatio n

Advisory Board meeting _n July 16.6 p.m..
ar the Depot. _1
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The Information Repositories are at the follo,'.,ing locations:

HOW TO REACH US ....
If you have any questions or cnmmen_s about the

Depot's Environmental Restoration Program, pleo-_e

feel free to contact may one of die [bllowing

reprl_,entadves from the Department of Defense,

the United States Eavimamental Protecdon A_enc/

(El'A), the "fem,es._e Depamnem of Environment

a,d Conservation (TDECI and th_ Re*tomtio.

Advisory Board (gAB):

Shawn Phillips
BgAC Envimnmentui
Cooxdinat or

2163 Airways Bl_d.

Memphis, TN 38114

(901) 544-0611

Jordan English
Ten ne_see Department
of Environment and

Conservation [TDEC)
2510 Mt. Moriah,

Suite E-645

Memphis, TN 38115
(901) 368-7953

Dann Sparlo_u
United States
Envimmnental

Pmuctinn Agent 3, (EPA}
61 Forsyth St.
Atlanta, GA'30303

(9011562-8552

Mondell Williams

gAB Community

C_,- Chalr [ EnvlrormwsIs published by hie Memphis Depot to T
667 Ma]lory" Rd.

Memphis, TN 38106 / updatz the publb on the Emlmnmental Rest_st_an/(901) 946-9751 Pr0gram. If you have comments, quesll0nn, or ,

@[ suggaclJon' f°r luture er_c4es' Please call JMs. Alma Black Moore at (901) 544-0613.
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