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Identification of Test Kit Canisters at Dunn 'Field

Background

The contractor installing the Groundwater Pump and Treat System at Dunn Field,

OHM Inc., unearthed several small metal canisters, slightly larger than a 35 mm film

canister, during the installation of the pipeline system. They were dark green in color

and each contained four small glass bottles with a blael_ stopper. The only marking on

each canister was a discard date of 1955. They were uncovered on the north end of

Durra Field. The caaisters were photographed for the purpose ofidantificotinn. A

representative of the Huntsville Corp of Engineers' Ordinance Group 'Aew_d the

canisters and concluded that they were not chemical aerators.

Purpose

The BCT initiated an action item during the March BCT meeting to identify the

cani_ers using the photographs. The Mobile District Project Manager (P/vl) was
asked to contact the Anniston Army Depot, and the Htmtsvil/e PM would COntact

USACHPPM and Brooke Army Medical Center.

Status

[ had the photographs scanned electronically and sent them via e-mail to Brooke

AMC and USACHPPM on 29 April 1998. The steffofthe Brooke AMC responded

on 12 May 1998 that they were not able to identify the canisters. I received a

respmase from USACHPPM on 13 May 1998 that the canisters were ide_atified by

Technical Escort Unit (TELl) to be a component of a detector kit for chemical agent.

TEU provided two memorandum, and _.99PY era Technical Manual from the

Chemical Corps_Edgewood Proving Ground, Maryland (1951).



TheTech Manual contained descriptions of an El6 Kit and an M9AI Kit. The

purpose of these kits was to enable the average trained noncommissioned oPficer to

make satisfactory determination relative to presence ofcheminul agent. Under a battle

field situationthe kitwould tell soldiers whether it was safeto,_._ovo their gasmasks.

The kit itself doe¢ net contain chemical agents and does not contain anything that is

coasiden_d harmful. Chemical agents were not tested at the DeR_se Depot Memphis.
DDMT was designated as a key depot for supply of the kits.

Memo_ndums

The first memoraadmn, dated 20 March 1956, Subject: "Kit, Chemical Agem
Detector, M9A2", was forwarded to Memphis General Depot, New Cumberland

GeneralDepot and UtahGeneralDepot from Headquarters,Chemical CorpsMaterial

Command, Baltimore, Maryland. The memo stated that replacement components for

the detector lats had been ordered and would be shipped by the manufatXurer directly
toeach Depot. The memo alsostatesthatthecomponents'_Allbe stockedas

replaccmmt parts at the Memphis Gmeral Depot."

The second memorandum, dated 23 June 1965, Subject: "Obsuletion of Detsctor Kits,

Che_tieal Agent, M9A2 & MI8; and Refill Kit, Chemical Agent Detector, C18", was
forwarded to Clmtrman, Army Material Commend Technical Committee from

Headquarters, US Army Material Command, Washington, D. C., Chemical-Biological
Subcommittee. This mcmo discussed that the M9 kit w_s being replaced by the
M9A2, a newer version of the kit.

Continuing Review

The Army Museum at Fort McClellan, near Anniston, AL has MI8 and M9A2 kits on

display, l plan to make a trip to Anaiston in the near future to view them Ihavealso

asked a Chemical Engineer in CEHNC to review the information on the chemicals

contained in the canisters and was told they do not pose a threat of any kind. I have

contacted chemists at the Missouri River Division CoTs of Engineers and asked them
to verify that the chemicals contained in the kit canisters are non-hazardous. I am

awaiting their response.

Dorothy Richards

Pr6jeot Manager
June I6, 1998
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El6 Kit

M9A1 kit

Figure 1. E16 kit as compared to M9A1 kit.

EPG T-32
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Figure 2.
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AddiLions to MgAI kit embodied in El6 kit.

EPG T-32

A. Green reagent: bottle, _reen cam containing green

vials and white vials, and tablets contained in vials.

B. Test for G and OK.

C. Special safety precautions _or G.

..... , J
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