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Eugene Brayon has been a member of the Restoration Advisory Board
{RAB) for mere than a year. He has lived in the Depot neighborhood
for mare than 31 years. He divides his ime between his community
and church activities and enjoying the company of his active young
grandson. [n o recent interview he shared his thaughis on the
restoration activites at the Depot.

3: How did you come to be involved an the RAB!

A: [ was approached by my neighbors and fdlow members of the Rozelle
Community Club zfier our original representative stepped down from the
RAB. We all belicved our neighborhood should continue ta be
represented on the Board to discuss the Depor’s enviranmenral activitics,
and since § had been a chemistry and physics teacher as well as a school
administrator, T believed 1 conld assess and evaluare some of the work that
was being done for athers in my communicy. It is a duty and privilege to
serve on this imporiant community advisory group.

€} In your opinion, what concerns the community most abour the
enviropmental issues at the sice?

A: Wr worry abaut the number of penple whe have developed cancer in
our communiry and if there is any possible link to the marterials siored at
the Depot. Some penple think there is, no marter whar the environmental
testing shows. There has been such a distrust of government over the years
that until an independent company performs the same tests, some members
of the communiry will not believe the restoration wark is being done well.

Q: What methods of communicaring with the community de you belisve
work effectively? What other methods shauld we axplors?

A: I have asked my neighbors if they are receiving and reading the Depoc
newslerter and update notices—they tell me chey are. | think it is a good
way for the Depot 1o sty in conwct with the community and report on the
environmengl deanup.

Another good way to pravide information is through the mdio stations.
Many people get their communicy news over the rdio. The Depot should
ensure that community updates are delivered to the radio swtions for
ﬂ.]l'l]'l.g.

Lastly, che community zrund the Depot is tightly ennnected by their
churches. The Depot should correspand with the leaders of the various
congregations and affer te be available to updare the parishicners. The

congregatian will decide on the opporwniry thar is apprupriate 1w each
church. -

Q: How do you think the RAB is operating? Is there anything you would
like to change?

A: Recent presentations made ar RAB meetings have been very infarmacive
and well-suited ta the communiry interest. However, | believe there could
be an apprapriate role for the RAB in monitworing the decisivns of the
BRAC Cleanup Team. When ever possible the RAB members should be 2
major participant in the BRAC decision making process—there is progress
made each monsh that 1 would like to hear reported at each RAB meeting.
T would also like o know the resulis of the communicy's recent telephone

health survey. Perhaps there will be an opporwnity fur the coordinators of
that survey to speak abour the results at a future RAB meeting, 0
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TDEC: PART OF OUR TEAM

The Tennessee Department of
Environment and Conservation
(TDEC), Division of Superfund (DSF)
office is located at TDEC’s Memphis
Environmental Assistance Center,
2510 Mt. Moriah, Suite E-645 in the
Perimeter Park office complex.

The State of Tennessee has heen invelved with
the Defense Depet Memphis, Tennessee
(DDIMT) since 1984 beginning with the
division of Solid Waste Management within the
former Tennessee Department of Health and
Enviranment. DDMT was declared a

Tennessee Superfund site on May 23, 1985,
Although DDMT was removed from the

continued inside




Depot Redevelopment Corporation

DEVELOPING A VITAL BUSINESS AREA

In February, Executive Director Jim Cavington
and Project Manager Gene Burr of the Depoc
Redevelopment Corparation (DRC) updared the
Restoration Advisory Board (RAB) on rhe

accamplishments and the future acrivides of the
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expecting o add another 50-100 producrion line
jobs in the near future. The Palice Deparzment
intends o occupy the site within wo months,
operaiing a full preciner with approximacely 100

officers on siaff,
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DRC. Their plans to bring new jobs and business

sxpansion 1o the communiry are beginning to

rake form.

The Depox Redevelopment Corporation (DRC)
is a joint creation of the City of Memphis and
Shelby County. Redevelopment of the Depor
property is undertaken on behalf of the two local

EOVEINMENS,

The fundamental goal of all DRC acrivities is w
bring new businesses and jabs into the
cammunicy. Thmughout the past year, there has
been s:gmﬁc;mr interest in the Depot propery by
many organizations. The DRC staff has been
warking steadily to balance the incerests of the
local neighborhoods with chat of the new

industries who are prospective tenants.

Public Agencies

The DRC has invelved lucal public agencies in
the redevelopment. One of the most significant
additions to the site is the new southeast precinet
of the Memphis Police Department, operating ar
the Airways Boulevard entrance w the Depor.
Ineerest in the site has alsa been expressed by the
Memphis Park Commission and Stare Technical
Instituce.

New Jobs

The DRC anticipates hetween 3,000-3,500 jobs
will be generated at the site within the first five
years, A rotal of 4,500 future employment
pasitions arc cepected for the site.

McAuley's Potpourri, the first company 1o
sublease, moved onro the site with 300 jobs and is

Existing Buildings

The challenpe of \
edeveloping the Depot
property is to effectively
reuse the buildings char
remain on site. Some
structures were builr
specifically for rail access in
1942 and now pose certain
limitations for access hy
truck rraffic. Some
buildings are now obsalete and are deteriorating
due to the namure of their canstruction, Qther
seructures, buile after the 1950s, are mare
markeble for today’s industrial standards and
offer a great patential for new business 1o this
communicy,

The first major construction project on the
Depot properry will be the establishment of an
entrance off Airways Boulevard through the
middle of the installation. This will result in the
elimination of some warchouses for hetter truck
access and closer parking for emplayces of new
businesses. This construction project is sxpected
to be complered within two years and will
dramarically improve the appearance of the
faciliry:

Landscaping

As an industriat complex, the Depor does not

provide the most pleasant view for the residential

neighborhoods that have developed un the north,
west and south sides of the facility since 1942,

2

The DRC proposes to treat the edges of the
complex with substandial landscaping for an
immediare visual improvement. Some landscaping
will be completed in the first two years, while
other improvements will be made over the course
of the next five years..

In response 10 neighbors’ cancerns about heavy
truck traffic, the DRC Boand has required this
type of traffic be restricted from entering or
leaving the facility by either Perry Road and Ball,
where most of the residences face the property.
Access will be provided from Airways Boulevard
and Dunn Avenue.

Facilities for the Homeless Service

Agdencies

The Depor has accepted proposals from lucal
homeless service agencies for the use of the houses
on site. Four duplex vnits at the east end of the
Depor will be transferred directly 1o the Memphis
Inter-Faiih Association (MIFA} far use by the
agency. Another building will be leased 1o the
Memphis Leadership Foundation so that it can
expand its paller factory operation and hire
homeless adulis for jobs to which rthey may nat
otherwise have access.

Dunn Field

The environmental cleanup of Dunn Field will
be a more lengthy process than the main
installation. The 'ark Commission is intcrested in

a small area of Dunn Field without environmeneal
impacis. The DRC has requested that, as pan

of the public benefix cransfer for community park
space, the remainder of Dunn Field be retained
by the Army until it is cemedizted. When i¢ is
cleaned 1o accepuable standards, the Areny will

make ic available through a comperirive puhlic
sale.

Next Phase

Marketing acdvities will continue throughour
the site improvement activities. In the next phase
of markering, the DRC will be i contact with
companics char desire business property on
industrial-zoned property with casy access to the
airport and Interstate 240,

The original projection for leasing was 1o fill one
building with new tenants during the first year.
The DRC is pleased to be ahead of their estimates
for 1998, with McAuley’s Porpourri already
occupying twa buildings. O
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Tennessee List of Inactive Hazardous Subseance
Sites (the Superfund lisr) on November 10,
1996 (because of the RCRA Parr B Permit
exclusion rule), TDEC/DSE contdnues o
acrively pardcipare in the environmental
deanup and reuse project underway st DDMT.

- The Division of Superfund reviewed rwo
previous phases of the Remedial Investigadon
ar DDMT, in 1990 and 1993, The chird phase
of the Remedial Investigation is currently
underway. TDEC provides oversight 1o the
DDMT cleanup project through a Federal
Facilities Agreement (FFA) amaong the Defense

TDEC: PART OF OUR TEAM

Logistics Agency, EP’A and TDEC, which was

implemented on March 6, 1995.

* Jordan English serves as the TDEC
representative on the BRAC Cleanup Team
(BCT). Mr. English is also a member of the
Restaruiion Advisory Board (RAB).

» Terry Templeton assists che BCT by serving as
the Srare’s Praject Manager for the Deport
project.

Mr. English and Mr. Templeton ensure the
Depot complies with relevane laws and
pracedures by praviding srate repularnry
oversight. Their responsibilides include review
and comment on all types of investigadon and
deanup related documenss, They alse visit the
Depot o observe field activities, to ke

photographs and to collect duplicate samples o
verify procedures and labotarory
determinanians. Both Mr. Templeren and Mr.
English parricipate in BCT meerings. TDEC
also provides oversight and assistance for
non-Superfund issues and activities such as
ashestos, lead-based paing, and petroleum, vil
and lubricant contamination and cleanup.
TDEC also provides assistance with BRAC
issues such as Depot reuse and parcel
categorization. TDEC is commirted to the
proper cleanup of DDMT ro ensure the
community and the environment will be
protected and the facility can progress towards
productive and expeditious reuse. 1
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The Depot’s Environmental Restoration Program is being coordinated thraugh the Base
Realignment and Closure (BRAC) process. Guiding the program is the BRAC Cleanup Team (BCT)
that is comprised of representatives fram the Department of Defense, the United Stares Enviranmenial
Protection Agency, and the Tennessee Deparcment of Environment and Conservaton (TDEC).

If you have any questions or camments about the Depot's Environmental Restoration Program,
please feel free w conracr any one of the follawing BCT members:

Ramon Torres Jordan English Shawn Phillips

United States Environmental Tennessee Department of BRAC Environmental Environews 5 published by the Memphis Depot
Protection Agency (EPA) Environment and Conservation  Coordinator (Acting) to update the public on the Environmental

61 Forsyth Sc. (TDEC) 2163 Airways Rlvd. Restoration Program. If you have comments,
Adanta, GA 30303 2510 Mt. Moriah, Suitc E-645  Memphis, TN 38114 questions, or suggestions for future articles,




3iv 5

FINAL PAGE

ADMINISTRATIVE RECORD

FINAL PAGE




310 b

FINAL PAGE

ADMINISTRATIVE RECORD

FINAL PAGE




