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AN i e A «g nding . tha;lt "1;"3% sethuut Elo
nﬁ;ﬁ: wu, S o N o 1scover whatihad beep buried: |
o i E‘a;St{ ¥ . During the eXcavation, workers
r@m aS ‘r"- s Tt . donned’, protectwe Suits: ‘with,
Tl L 4 ¥ . L ERE respirafors’ in} case ‘thé‘buried;
. ¥ : ,k o~ ',— ? tentlal thalls in €leaning up - matenals were hazardous. - ‘-'*-
S Concern - from: the' l5ys of .the.Cold War, The | vials ,were. packed in”
& h__‘_ & ¢ Whg n#.the “énvironment wasn't contame - similar in< size*'to
N i exactly 5the foremost of con- film: canistefs, Kaden ssaid:
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L We're, a]ltpaym for the sins
¢ of) ithe,pasty-said Glenn Kaden,
fenmmnmental ‘coordinator for"
. the Base Realzgnment and Clo- .
. ‘strel p rogram !at the old De-
fense gpot.. ¥ .7
«!The depat dlseovery came
durm ﬂnstallanon of a
. BTOU water eollect:on and-
ltreatment.isystem ‘designed K
!*d&als With*contaminants, feund#
injas shallow aquifer’ YA network b
.of wellsihas - been}'?installed 10",
pull back ia ‘plume of"
trichlorgethylene, 58 CANCer-
-.cqusmg =80 vent,t that has ;
seeped off i the hase yThe system °;
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Scratch the. debeneath;arl
old mthtary basé’and there’s: g
telling' what kind of odd ordan-
geroussouvenir will'turn up, ~
Officials at . Shelby - Couut]r's f
two: rlongnme-mstallatmnsx
the’ Nayal Su port_“Activify
Memphig'in' Mlﬁtngtun -and* the
old Defense Distribution Depot-
Memphis;-- have been seryed ;
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ere“elﬂgderS of . that"m Ce&ﬂ; #sn Lwill” retam :cliémicals that
Ty 3 ' aven t left depot ropert‘y
At M.lllmgton, an a:rport'én A tphed ‘Wells” wllr ‘pump the *

traetorjadmng,,earth -moying:
work |inya remote . areavbff a
ruuwayqlnadvertently ..came
‘acrass scores of 40-yegrold
,cyhnc[e_r§ containing, ethyl&ne
oxrde,,,a' cancer-causing- ~§ub-
“ stanceawrdely used .in_st
3108 ;medtcal .equipment -:pest-
control :and chemical- mafitifac:
" turing! "The ‘material will::be
. sent ~offifor - disposal, at.*a: Li-
eensed hazarduus-waste :fee:ll- '

tainted ;water; ‘which will be
_ dlscharged' lnto the* Memphis
~“sanitary sewer system for
Areatment:at the T.E. Maxson
1“ South Treatment Plant.
torKadenrisdid-ithe' vials were
fuund where-as contractor was
1nsta11mg aﬁwell in:a corner of
< Dunn Field,’a part of the depot
Lg.Where officials have™ docu-
- - mented the disposal of wide va- -
Py ‘riéty of- ‘wastes. betWeen 1954
§ B e T r-and 197050 %
At the Defense Depot mean;’ i Béfore: dnllmg the contrac- *
time, > thousands’ of , tiny;>vials * 'tor tested the;soil to determine
Ycontaining”a substance’ thit of! v i it had been ‘d:sturbed and,
ficials ealled Junidentifiable biif
;nenhazardeus -were discovered |
‘at the Site" where a. welllwas |
being, 'drilled ‘The Vsubstance! I
believed to be'an expiredntedi:
cal pmduct 'such’ as® eye-Jpint?
nent, ‘Was sent to'a locatiand-é
fill for - disposal., " -
', Both' basesaremthe 'midst of |
protracted efforts"to’ deaI'WJth
' hazardous ‘waste ‘contamination | 1
_resulting from, decedes-e]d dis?’
posal am:ljI nperaUng pracuees-
Although they?” resented: 00"
risks ‘to’ the''publi ¢ the ret:etq:E
'dlSCOVBHES underscore:l .the~
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~ture-and bacteria.

. They- containéd so little liquid -
that- laboratury enelysts ’
couldn'tidentify the substance’

he said; but the tests that cnultf
. be cunduetedxshowed 1t wasnt

. .hazardous.’
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“We dont ,know what 1t 1s i

"We:know ‘what it's ‘nigt—- it's;

-not: hazardous;” Kaden'gaid.
""AS, part. ‘of the’ larger
roundwatericleanup;effort.at
ehdepot crews' will rexcavate
areasy,where -recoldstindicate’
chel:l:u.cal Warfare agents.might’
exist. They include-residues of-
German mustard-: bombsw:that'
.were:destroyed - and-iwhere:
chem_lcal ‘agent-identifications
< sets:were buried. . o A
At the’ Mlllmgton facility, 135
cylinders of ethylene oxi e gas
have been recovered.-Markings
on the containers indicate they
were: filled in 1957 and 1958,
according: to a-report issued by
the- base. The; report. said the
contractor had, been ddvised of

. potential hazards hefore the

work began. ;.
The metal cyhnders Were. re-
moved by a Navy contractor,

-and! taken «£0: a fenced .and

lecked storage site - permltted
%/ .the, Tennessee Dej artment
Environnight enti5 onserva-
tion:Some ofithe: cylmdersfare
in- ponr..condmon andfthe gas:|
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{Ahey,] I:Tf:fﬁ:l Wil ‘he‘u'ansferred [H

sou.nd:contmners'hefure belngm y
shlpped -off:Eite fordisposal.}~ =.-..1
Accordingito'the base report;
the et.hylene Joxide presentetl
Mo dangerto the public- hecause"
it *dissipateég¥ rapidly ;and- »15—
' destroyed’ by{ sunhghé mcus-

. J
‘Base’ ofﬁc:als :could’ ﬁnd no

' reeords~doeumenung the. dis™

posal of the:cylmders’;or indi-- J
“cating ‘whi the ethylene oxtde
.was buned rather than recy:.

cled”
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