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MEMPHIS, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15, 1953

Depot, landfill added
to waste cleanup list

By Tom Charlier
Tho Commercia! Appaal

The former Defense Depot -

Memphis-and 8 nearly dd-year-
old landfill-in West Memphis
have been added 1o the national
pricrity list of hazardous waste
sites awaiting cleanup’under the
{ederal Superfund program, offi-
cinls announced Wednesday.

The depot, which has been
renamed Defense Distribution
Region Central, was added ta the
list after studies detected a wide
range of groundwater contami-
nenis that could threaten the
gource of Memphis's drinking
water. The South Bth Street
Landfill in- West Memphis was
-cited because. pils there are
laced with toxic metels and can-
cer<ausing petrochemicals —
contaminants .that .could 'be

spread by floadwaters of the Mis:.

sisgippi-River, .

The formal additien of the two
local sites and 31 others across
the natien brings to 1,208 the

" number of waste dumps o the
list end represents enother bu-
reaucratic step in 1he cleanup
process. However, the actual re-
moaval of containment of wastes
atthe sites won't begin for sever-
gl months. .

The Environmental Protec-
tion Agency's Superfund pro-
grom has drawn intense criu-
cism in recent months becausc
of the cosis and delays associav-

ced with clecanups. Of the sites on

the priority list, [ewer than 100

nave been cleaned up, one of
them belng the Galiaway Pits
dump in nearby Fayeue County.
Tenn.

At the defense depot, where a
variety of ioxic wastes were
-buried during the 19503 and '60s,
technicians plan to conduoct
Further testing to determine
now far groundwater contami-
nants have migrated off 1he fa-
cility. Officials say the poliu.
tanls appear 1o be flowing io-
ward a well {ield operated by the
Memphis Light, Gas & Water Di-
vision.

Tioe landfill in West Memphis
received wastes from an oil-re-
cycling operation as well a3 nu-
merogus other Industiries and
households. Just last month,

EPA added the city of Memphis,.

the Tennessee Valtey Authority.
Memphis State University and

-scores of other businesses and
agencies on the tistof "potential-
ly responsible parties” that may
have to hielp fund the cieanup of
the site. . )

Mo cost figures arc avajlable
far either clesnup, although
more thah 5506000 has been
spent on legal and investigative
work &t the West Memphis
dump.

Meanwhile, twa ather Mem-
phis-area waste sites, the North
Hellywood Dump and the Ar-
lington Packaging and Blendin
facility, are nearly ready f{or {i-
nal cleanup work 10 begin.

The Associated Press caniritr
uted to Lhis story.
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