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Enclosure;

cc: Jordan English, TDEC, w/EncI.

Shawn l_hlilips, DDIVIT, w/Encl.

Mr. Glenn L Kaderq REM

BRAC Environmental Coordinator

Defense D]stfibutlon Center Memphis
2163 Airways Bird.

Mcmpl,fs, TN 38I IZi - 5210

Re: Comments on the Draft WorkPian to Conduct Site Characterization of An

Enghleering Evaluation/Cost Analysis at Operable Unit 1, Defense Distribution
Depot Memphis, Tennessee.

Dear Mr. Keden;

The Unhed States Envlronmenta] Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) has completed its review on the

Draft Work Plan to Conduct Site Cha_aetefizatlon of An Engincerlng Evaluatlon/Cost Analysis at

Operabin Unit ], Defense Distribution Depot Memphis, Tennessee¸ This review only includes

comnJe_ts on the Risk Assessment seclion. Please refer to the fetter dated Janua_ 8, 1998
to obtain a complatc set o f commt_nt5 on Ihe 5nbjcct document.

Any questlons phiasc feel free Io conlact me at 404-562-85 [ 3 ....

fJ

BRAC Project Manager
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General Comment:

I. Although an EE/CA calls for a "streamlined risk assessment", the details of the risk

assessment presented in this work plan were very skelchy.

not_ mustard and lewisite _')_. disposed in this area and the document indicates some "

concern for UXO. Ol'eourse, the first activity would I_e to certify the area safe enough

vis-a-vis UXO tq proceed with planned activities A_suming this can be dohe, any other

rJXO hazard should be dealt with using the methods presedbed in the proposed munitions
range rule, 32 CFR 178.

There were no plans presented to assess dsk from mustard, lewisite or other ehendcal

agents that may be present. The Army Environmental Center (Aberdeen, MI)) has

developed provisional toxicity values for chemical warfare agents The National Academy

of Salenc¢ Committee on Toxicology is presently reviewing these values• CIearly, these

values are provisional until accepted by the NAg and EPA; however, they shodid be used

for assessing risk of chemical warfare agents for the purposes of this EE/CA_

One 0aveat about mustard - when disposed of in soil, mustard forms globule that devalep

aN oxidized "skin." This "skin" is resistant Io chemical degradation and keeps the internal

globular mustard fresh and active. Digging on site should be done extremely carefully and
with the advlee of_ chemical warfare expert. , . . ..

Additional documentation should be submilted that detalis the rlsk assessment to be

performed to support the EE/CA. . . ._ . ,
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