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Public Health
Assessment

WHar Is ATSDR?

ATSDK ls the Agency for Toxlc Substancaa and
Dlsease Reglstry, a federal pubhc hr:-aH:h agenc 1.
ATSDR is part of the Public Heah:h Gervigs in the
U.S. Department of Hs’éﬁ't:h and Himan Services.
ATSDR is not & regulatory aganc_y like the U.5.
Envirpnmental. Fmtf.;cmon Agency,. Created by
Superfund Iegmlaﬁmn in 1280, ATSDR's mission is
P N
Lo prevent’ axposure and adverse human heatth
effects and dlmlnlslwd quality of lifs assoclated
with exposursto hazardous substances from
waste sﬂ:ss unplanned releases, and other
sour::ss of pollution present In the environment.
Thmugh its programs—including survelllance,
r’eglstr'rss health studies, environmental health
sducatmn and applied substance-specific
Tsaear‘ch—a nd bry working with other federal,
51:3*05 and local government agencies, ATSDR
Bets 'I:-o protect public health.
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E;VHAT 15 A PuBuz HEAITH ASSESSMENT?
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An*ATEDE Fublic Health Assessment reviews /
avaulable information about haza rdous_,/ o

ﬁub-sta nces at a site and evaluates whathsr__ e

exposaure tothem might cause any’ harm o
people, ATBDR conducts a Public Health ..
Assessment for every site on or propesed for the T
Natnonal F’nor:ties List (the NPL, alsp knownag ..
the Superfund list). A Fublic Health Assessment

{1 A
is not the saMe Lhing as a medical exam or a
community health'study. it can sometimes lead
ta those things, as well'as to other public health
activities. L
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Fublic Health Assessments cansider-—

=g what the levels (or “concentrations™ of
i hazardﬂuﬁ substancss are
J ) v T

O whether people mlght be sxposied 1o
contamination and how' (through ExposUre
pathways” such as breathmg air, drinking or
contacting water, contacting ar ear.mg sail,
or eating food) A

-

~ - s I
O what harm the substanc.aﬁ Might- cause to y

people {or the c;ontamma nt5 ,tﬂoxn-:ayy"}

P

O whsther workmg/c:-r living nearby mlg - -

-
affect peopla 5 hsalth o //

/ /‘/ /" /ﬂ'

D other dangsrs to peaple 5uch as unsafe
/bulldfngs abandoned mme shaf £5, or/other

physical hazirds - e R ,;-

Fa o
'I'o mal-:e those determmatmnﬁ A‘I’E‘;DK locks at
three prtmary 50urc.5;;=: of| |nf9/rmat|on—~

/ o
anwranmsnt?fdafa such as information
! about the cuntamfnants and how people
A could corna in contact with them
/ f’ :
O hﬁ.sn'thdata mcludmg available information

on commu\\mtwlds rates of iingss, dissase,
and deathkcomparsd with. nataonal and

- state rates— . ——. "
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s cammunnymnaenjg ‘such as reports from

the public about how the site affects their

heatth af;qualrty of life
/ !
/ [
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How Are PueLic HEALTH ASSESSMENTS
Usep?

ATSDRs Public Health Assessments identify
health studies or other public heatth actions—
such as community environmental health
education—that might be needed. They advise
federal, state, and local agencies on actions to
prevent ar reduce people’s expasure t.o hazardous
substances.

How ls THE ComMUunTY INvoLyveD IN A PuBLic
HEALTH ASSESSMENTE

The community plays a key role in a Fublic Haalth
Assesstnent and any activity that may follow.
Throughout the Public Health Assessment,
ATODR talks with people living or working near the
site—action groups. local leaders, and health
professionals, among other community
members—about what they know about the site
and their site-related heatth concerns.
Community health concerns are addressed in
every Public Health Assessment for every site.

Two-way communication between the public and
ATSDR is vital to every Public Health
Agsessment. For that reason, ATSDR has many
ways to give and receive information and involve
the community in its activities,

such as—

Public Avallabllity Sesslons where
community members can meet individually
with ATODE staff.

Public Meegtings so cammunity members
GAN express ideas in a larger forum.

Community Assistance Fanels, or CAPs,
which work to inform ATSDR about
community concerns and health
information and. in turn, to inform the
community about ATSDR activities and the
status of the Public Health Assessment.

Other commiunication channels, such as
contact with local community groups.
political leaders, and health professionals,
as well as articies in local newspapers and
stories on television and radio,

Before the Public Heatth Assessment is
finished, it is available in the community
during the Public Comment Feripd. The Public
Comment Feriod lets the community tell
ATSDE how well the Public Health
Assessment addresses their concerns,
ATSDR responds to the public's comments
in the final Public Health Assassment.

Fact sheets are available on Fublic Health Advisories, Health
Consuftations, Community Assistance Fanesls, and other ATSDR
activitigs. If you want to know more about ATSDR, or if you have
heatth concerns or information to share about ways pecple might
have been or might now be expesed te hazardows substances,
please contact the ATSOR Community involvemernt Team,

visit the ATSDR web site, or call the ATSDR toll-free information
fine.

Communlty Invelvement. Team

ATSDE - Division of Health Assessment and Consultation
1600 Clifton Road, NE {ES5}

Atlanta, Georgia 30333

ATSDR web site at http//atsdrl.atsdrede.gov.B080f
ATSDR information line (B00) 447-1544
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