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=-/ TSDR Pub,,c Health Assessments i

A TSDR developed this fact sh_t to provide Information about its Pubhc Health Assessments-- a term

• ti_atcan be confusing. A Public Health "A'ssessment I#'noi the same thing as a m_l/cal examior e:=[_
: . communityheaffhstudy, Itcansometlmeslaadtothose hlngs, aswe asoherpublchea hacivitles

ATSDR hopes this tact sheet is helpful.to you In understanding what a Public H_aith Assessmen i_
Y_ may have questlons the _acf s_pet d_sn`_t answ_r _r need m_re _nf_rmati_n _b_ut A TS_R a_d _ts

activities, A _c°ntactpers°n is listed at the end, of the tact sheet.,,", _i:_, _" i!_'_i'.,

What is ATSDR? ....
. " +r

• ATSDR [s the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry. _ fepera ubIic healthIp .

,._ agency• ATSDR Is part of the Public Health Ser,)ice inthe LI.8. Depprtmppt of Health and "• , HumanServices, ,_TSDRisnola eguaoryag_ncy I_e heUS Env on_ena
Protection Agency Crealed by Super[und Lsgislatien in 1g80, ATSDR's rnL_sionis to

. prevent or mitigate adverss human ;aoalth effects and diminished _luality of lifo
resulting from exposure to hazardous subs ances n ha _nv/rhnment. Through ils
programs m inclub[ngsuweigance, regisldes, health studies, environme'nlal health

educal[on and applied substancezspecific [esearch and by we kJngWith_bhe ode a,
sta e, apd [oc_l government agencies, ATSDR acts to protect publicheallh_

What is a Public Health AssesSment?

An ATSDR Public Health Assessment reviews available ifilormaedn al_o ut hazardous substances at "a.site:! _

and evaluales '_vpet her expnaure to them might cause any harm to people. ATSDR conduc s a Pub c HoE h

Ass_ssment f_r every site _n _r pmp_sed fqr _ho Nati6na_ Pri_tities List (ihb NPL` a_s(_ known as th_ _ _: _-

Spperfund list) . " -j_ ;:

Pubhc Heagh Assessments consider -- " :.::. _,"

..... [] environmental data, such as mforrnatlon available on the contaminants and how p_bple cbutd
come in contact with 1hem " ." " ." : ', =_'

[:3 heaith data, including available information on co_munlly wide rales of illness disease" and"!

d_alh compared wbh national and state rales " i- "_ :

: [] cdmmunffy concerns, such as rei:_rts from the public about how Ihe s_e affects tl]ei_ he_altii;
or quality of life .;: .:

,..

, E] '_vhethe_working or living nearby mighl aff_l peopLs'_ hea h'_ .':: ,_:'_

[2 olhar dangers Io ppedle, such as unsale budd_ngs, a!_andoned mine shalts Qr_lher physica!i,_ !:

Torr_kethosedetermlr_atlons, ATSDalcel_althre_pnmary_umedoflbfermedon-- : . ,_,- , _,

[] what Ihe levels or"coneanlratlOrtS of hazardous substanc_ are • ,_,.

; " . E] ',_edther people mighl be eXbosed to COnlaminageb and.ho_(through "exp_sura palhwa_ys_:!:_Ti . "
-' - • such as breathing air, ddnkmg or contacting water conlacting or eating sol 0 eang obd _'_ : _ "

, E] what harm the substances mlghl cause to people or led contamman s "t oxcdy' ,_ ,



How Are Pubiic Health Assessments Used?

ATSCR's.Public Heallh Assassmenls Identity lealtli studies or_other public health actions -- such as community
envbo_ental health nd'uCalion -- the mi_]ht be neecleci, Th_ advise f_,dera state and local agencies or
actions• o.prevent or reduce people's expo_sureto hazardous _ubslances. . "

How Is the Community ......Involved m:a Pubhc Health Assessment.

The cemmun_y,plays a Key role in a Public Health Asse.ssment aria any ac_lvny'lhal may fellow. ThroughoUt the
Public Health Assessmen" "ATSDR talks with people'l_ng or _'orking n_r the siie -- action groups. Local
leaders _dd I_'_,Jth orofessionals, arnon_]otner commun!ly members -- aboul what the_ k_ow about Ihe s_te ana
the r slle_'relaleo neath concerns. Commumly health cancerns are addressee In every Public Health Assessmen_
lot evePJ Silo

Two-way communication belween the eublic and ATSDR'iS vita _o every Public Health Asse_,sment. FO ha
teaser "ATSE_Rhas man, ways le give and receive infotrnatio_ and involve the,communny in _s acgvlties
SUCh a_ --

J

£3 Public Avagab[lity Sessions where communitit members can meet indr_dual,y wilh ATSDR
staff

0 -PublicMeetlngssocommuhllymemgerscane_ressid_ina.largerforum

[] ' Community Assistanc_ Panels.'or CAPs. whIC_lwork to [nto_l ATSDR a_eul commumly
concerns and health mformauen ant n lurr Io inform th'e cornr_unlty abo_ ATSOR activities
an0 tne s[mus of the Pubitc Heallh Assessment.

[_ Olher communioation channels, sucn as :ontacl _th local communEy groups, polilioa
=eaoers and health pmf e_.sior;als as well as articles ih _,al ne'_'s_pers and s cites or
television and radro stations

[] E_eforethe Pub[_cHealth Assessment is ltnished it is zvailablein the commur _ydurmgthe
Public Comment Period The Pub e Cemrnen :Period ets the comrnun ,y'lell ATSDR how
well th_ Pub[ c Health Assessment a_o r_,_ses melr concerns. To vfev de inlonn_hen b_ck to
_ne commun y. AT$OR esDonds o Dub k; commenls in the final Pubhe Health *_sessmenl

Fact sheets are aYai/ab/e on Public Health Advisories. Plea/th Consu/tatiolTs_ Community Assistance

Pane/s and other A TSDR activities. If you want to know more about A TSCR or if you have haalth
concerns or information to share ehouf ways people might have been or might n°w be _xposed to-
hazardous'substances "p/ease con izc he person sad be ow ....

• • r

For mbre information, call or write:
j.

Lydia Ogden Askew _;_=
Comrnu'n_ty btvolvernent I-'lalson
ATSDR-Divisien of Health_Asses.srnentand Censulta 0

1600 Cleon Road,'NE (E32)
Atrant_ Georgia'30333 , :
404/330-9543 I;_4 hours) :

Re_led Paper
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