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ATSDA deve!npad this fact sheet to pravide fnformata‘on abau!‘ :ts Pub.':c Haalth Assassmenrs — aterm
that can be confusfng A Public Health Assessmant Is nof the sama thing as a medical exam ora. "ﬂ';
.+ .- communily health study, It can samata‘mas .fead to mose !h.fngs, as well as other pub!fc hsa.f!h acf!vﬂn'as
i ~+  ATSDR hopes this fact sheet is helpful.to you In undersrandmg wha! a Public Haalth Assessmenr is
' You may have questions the fact shast’ doesn ‘t answer or need more !nformanon abour ATSDR and' its

activities. A ccmtacr person is listed at the and of tha tact shear. e
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What is ATSDR? O

ATSDR is the Afency for Toxic Substances and Disease ﬁeglstry afederal public health =~ . _." "/,
. agency. ATSDA Is pad of thé Public Health Senflce inthe U.8. DEpartment of Healthang =~ #° o N
~._, - Human Services. ATSDR is.nol a regulatory agéncy like the U.S. Envlrnnmenlai
. Protaction Agency. Created by Superfund legislation in 1580, ATSDR's mission is to
. prevent or mitigate adverse human health effects and diminished quallt:,r of life _
resulting from exposure to hazardous substances in the envirunment Through |1s
“programs — including surveillance, ragistries, health studies, enwronmentaﬂ haatth
- educalion, and applied substance-specific research — and by working; with other tederal, y v
state, and local govemment agenr.:les ATSDR acts to protect public. heallh N

What is a Public Helalt.h Aééeé"s"ment"

An ATS DH Public Heaith Assessment reviews available information about hazardous substances al & sne o
and evaluates whether exposure to them might cause any hann to'people. ATSDR conducls a Public Heallh
Asséssment for every site on ar proposed for lha National Pnomtes Llst (the NPL. also known as the g

Superfund list).. L :

Pub!nc Health Assessments consider —

3] what the levels {or "concanlratlons } of hazardous substances ara :
e @ whether people mighl be expused to oomamrnailon and. how {through * exposure palhways-- -,

o+

s - '_ . slich as hreaihmg air, drinking or ccnlacting water conia{:tmg or eating soil, or ealing food)
] ..o what- harm lhe subslanr:es mlghl cause io people (cr the’ contamman:s "loxvclty’] R
oo whether worl-cmg ot living nearh}- mighl aﬁecl ‘people's. heanh" - T .
£ Elharrgangers to pecple, such as unsafe bunldmgs abandoned ming shaﬁs or clhar physnca ,:'
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To make those determinatians, ATSDR looks at thres primary soufces of information—~ - G
) enwmnmenfar data, such as mfonnatlon avanable on the cuntamlnanls and huw pecple cculd
come in contact with them _‘: . . A Oty

[ Keaith data, including available informaticn on c:cnlmmunilyr WIdE! rates of d[ness dlsease and
N death compared with natlonal and slale rales LT *. :

[

cammumry concerns, such as repons from the public’ abnul how the srte aﬁects their heallh
* or quality of life ) , _ EIRTER
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N Hew Are. Public Heallh Assessments Used‘? o L
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ATSDP. s Public Health Assessmenls idennfy heallh studres er ether publre heatth actions — such as community - _
environmental health education — that might be needed They,tr advise tederal state and local sgenc:es on - |
actrons te prevent or reduce people’s exposure te hazardeus subslsnees .
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“Hew Is the Communlty Involved |n a Pubhe Health Assessment'? ;l
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- 'The eommunrty plays a key rele ina Fublrc Heakh Assessment snd an},r ECII‘I.'IW thst msytellew Througheut the
Public Health Assessment, ATSDR tstl-r.s with peoplé.livi ng or werkmg fAgdr the site — action groups, local .
leaders, ‘arid health professionals, among other cormmunity members —-"abioul what they know about the site and .

their site: related health concerns. Cemmunlly health’ cencerns sre addressed in every Pubtlic Health Assessment
for every slte oo . o - -
. a - - - - -1 . -.: .. .
'Twe-wey communicatian beIWeen the publlc and ATSDFt is wtal 1o every F'ubhe Health Assessment Fer that
‘reason, ATSDH has many wsys lo gwe and recewe mtermstton and tnvutve thercommunny in rts actrwtres

“suchas— .- S R "< - T
:h- v - '_ s PN '-'_-. . v, .I‘I'!_:_ .ot . s ) i LR _' _-_L:
- i Fublte Avsltshtllty Sessiens where cemmumty members esn meet mdmdually wnh A‘T‘SDH .
- stsﬁ : . . a I -
. [’.] -Publlc Meetlngs so eemmunlty members can express |deas in a. Iarger forum. . - .
! B o Eemmunity Assistante Panels, or CAF’s whteh werkte inform ATSDH sheut communily

concerns and health information and; in turn, to mferm the eemmumty about ATSDH aCIWllIES
+ ~ -and tha status of the Public Health, Assessment -

. Other communication chsnnels sueh as, centael wrth Ieeat communrty groups pellllesl
‘leaders, and health professionals, as. WEII as art|eles in Iecsl newspapers and slaties on -
..telewsmn and radio stations. : :

‘A Before the Pub[lc Health Assessment is ﬁnlshed rt ig svsllsble in the cernmunlt:,r dunng the -
- Public Comment Period, The Public. Cemment Pericd lats the eornmunrtylell ATSDR how

., . welthe Public Health Assessmant addresses thelr concerns.. To provide information back 1o -
. the oemmunrty ATSDFI responds te pub!u: cemments in the trnat Publle Heslth Assessment
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Fact sheets are svart’abte en Pubﬂe Heatth Adwsarfes Heat‘th Censut’tettens, Commumty Assrstance

Panels,. end othér ATSDR scttwn'es H you want to know mere sbeutATSDR or if you have hesl'th

eeneerns or Informalion to share eber.rl' ways peepte mrght hsVe been or mryht new be exposed re
o hszardous substanees pt’ease eenl‘scr the person t'rstsd betew : N L
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.Fer mere mfermstron call or wnte:,e, oA
L . . : . 'j:.'_' _I'Lydla ngen Askew **I‘ : a E o
Gt o o & Community tnvelvement Lrarson - L R

1

T - - <ATSDR-Division-of Hestth*Assessment snd Gensultatron :
B © 7% 1600 Clifton Road, NE (E32)." w7 1R A
o Allanta, Georgia;30333 *i v 7 L : '
N e 404.’33&9543 (24 hours)__
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