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Mr. Allen BAll, CEO

Nemphi_ Health Center

360 E._. Crutsp Boulevard

Memphis, Tennessee 38126

Mrs. Doris Bradshaw

Executive DirecLOr

Defense Deport Memphis Tennessee
- Concer_ed Citizens' C_D%mlttee

1454 E. _llory

Memphis, Tennessee 3810_

Dear Mr. Ball & Mrs. 8radshaw:

Thank you for the follow up letter _o our N_rch 28, 1997 meeting.

AS you indicated in your lecher, there are several issues tha_ mus£

be addressed related co possible adverse health effect_ associated

with hazardous waste. The meeting in Memphis helped me to better

understand the circt_s_ances i_ _er_phis assocla_ed with _he Defense

Depot.

The Defense Depo_ Memphis TerLnessee-Concerned citizen's Comities

(D_WT-CCC) and o_her snakeholdsrs who were a_ _he meeting represent

a significant se_ent DE the Memphis community lead_iship. As we

explore possible envi¢oDrnenhal problems, healt_ needs and

resources, E hope the DDMT-CCC will continue to include as many

co--unity leaders as possible•

YOU lis_ed several importan_ items in your long-term recovery plan

and recommended four of which the Agency for Toxic Substances and

Disease Re_is_ry [ATSDR) sheuld take action to include:

i) Revisit the Health Assessment conducted by ATSDR in 1995,

2) Review _he cancer mortality data gathered by the S_ate of

Tennessee in 1996,

3} ! _eview a plan for _ngoing medical s_rv_illa_e of _esidents,

and

4) Work with the DDMT-CCC, the Re_ion IV Health Office. Memphis

Health Center, _he Congress of National Black Churches, local
affiliates and Shelby County�State of Tennessee healhh care

agencies to develop a plan to pursue provision Of _r_mecr__q_rej
services _hat hav_ ar_ environmental health focus In thc
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Page Two i Mr'. Ball and Mrs, Dradshaw

of the four action items you listed, ATSDR efforts will i_itlate

_ems I and 2. We should discuss Ztem 3 to clarify whaL type of

"m_dical surveillance" you wish to have, who ough_ _o establish and

monitor such a _ystsm and whaC outcomes you are expecting if _uch

a system is created. ATSDR _ust impleme_ the health surveillance

and medical mo_itorlng accordi_ co _he Superfund Law. Item 4 also
needs more discussion.

_f engolng health improvements and environmental moni_o_i_ 9 are

expected, _he organlza_ions you listed in your letter, in

partnership with ATSDR, must develop an action plan _o respond _o

th_ problems. Addlclonally, we can work together _o desisn pro-

active s_rategies to prevent disease and promote heal_h rela_ed to
envlrorunental isgues.

r have asked Dr. Warre_ _o concoct you to determine the appropriate

persons from ATSDR. the Memphis leadership and.o_hers that should

he included on a Dlanning team. In conjunction wi_h _he DDMT-CCC,

he will determine a da_e, m_e_ing location and other necessary

arrangements so tha_ we may begin Our work. While I may _ot be

included in the next _evsral meetings, "Dr, Warren will keep _e

fully abre_s_ of OUr progress. _ expect D_. Warren _o l_form me,

if and _h_n, _ should meet wi_h your CO_unitt_e.

Once again, I appreciate the discussions related to your concerns

about the Defense Depot. [ learned a lot from the si_8 visit _o

_he COmrm_nity surrounding the Defense Depot. Additionally, I am

very pleased thac the DDMT-CCC has now partnered with _he Me_nphis

Health Center to-address environmental heal_h issues in the Memphis

area• Clearly, the leadership to address and r_solvs most of the

problems is in the local Memphis c0:_uni_y. We at ATSDR a_e

co_unltted to working wi_h you and I a/n excited about ou_ future

colla_ra_ion. "

Sincerely you__
Bar_. John

Asslstan_ Burton General

Assistant A_inistrator

cc:

U.S. Congressman Harold Ford, Jr.

Representative Lois DeBerz-/

R_pr_entative Kath_ I. Bowers

_e_esenta_ive John DeB_rry, Jr.
_en_or gosco_ Dixon

_ueben C. Warren. D D.$., D_p H.

Mark Bashor. Ph.D.
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