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' Corps to treat depot’s
polluted groundwater

By Tom Charller
The Commarclal Appaa!

A federal plan to extract and
ireat contaminated ground.
water at the former Defense De-
pot Memphis could keep danger-
ous chemicals from reaching
thecity'sdrinking-water source,
officials said Thursday.

Toward the end of this year
the Corps of Engineers hopes to
begin ‘treating contaminated
groundwater discovered during
recent federnl studies at the 542-
acre facility in South Memphis,
said David Skridulis, a program
manager with the corps’ Honis-
ville, Ala., division. _

The water-treatment project,
which could lasi severai years,

will peed appraval from the U.S.

Epviroonmental Protection
Agency. It is part of a 51.02 mil-
lich proposal to further monitor
Bng clesn up contamination at
the depot, which now is official-
ly known as Defense Distriby-
tion Region Central.

As The Cammercial Appenl re.
ported Sunday, s government
contractor found that industrial
solvents and toxic metals — ap-
parently from old depot disposal
Sites — bad contaminated a shal-

- low aquifer and spread off base
loward weils serving the Mem-

phis Light, Gas & Water Dijvi-
sion. No contaminanis have
been found ip LG&W wells, how-
ever,

Besides the groundwater pal.
lution, several “hot spots™ of
teinted soil and low levels of sur-
lace-water contamination were
documented in the report by
Law Bnvironmental Inc. of Ken-
nesaw, Ga,

‘The environmental problems
prompled EPA 1o propose that
the depot be added to its list of
high-priority hazardous waste
Sites. : .

Speaking at a briefing for the
press and local and base offi.
cials, Skridulis said the water-
treatmens project should reduce
lie contzmination threat.
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