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DEFENSE DE£_3T MSMPflIS TENNESSEE - CDNCERENED CITIZENS C(_M TTEE

I_54 EAST MALLORY __ MEMPHIS. TN 3R106 (901) 9_2-0329

_'" October 22, igg6

Honorable Lois DeB_rry

P_29 Verdun

Memphis, TN 38114

Dear Repr_e_tat£_ Del_rry:

Cancer

In gr_tir_s, the staff and mes_e_ of _OC wLsh
_!th and pro6_ity. We aleo _ld like _ _ you

_o_r_ our _tLr_ and for 3_mJr su_rt of our efforts to help
be poor block resident8 of 8outh I_n_ls fr_a the _ntamir_tion

_he Defeme I_pot• There are no words we can t_e to let you

,r h_w much you mean to _, to _ _=_Dple of South Memphis, and
:'-'r•,. to the people of T@mr(z_e_. _ don t kno_ _hat T_nne_see without

your _vlee to t_ poor mr_ do_n_.

also, U_f£-OC_ _ould like to tlka_k _ on behalf of Y_r offorts

to obtain docents from the M_ Depot. which have t_en

_ed to us __ even pursuant to the Freedom of Information _ct!

vl y, _ have to t_ble you agaxn about ob_ining dc,:=um_n_
t_l and _levant to _nlty h_aitJa. TO keep thing_ of£icial,

have to requ_t dcca_ent_ fro_ the Dofer_e Depot in _riting;
Contamination Even trough we don't thir_k they _ill honor our requ_t_

The pu_/_se of this letter is to Inform _ of the horrible

situatlo_ at the Defer_e D_pot and to _olicit your polltic_l

support for black people in South t_ls.

_i_ _s _J kr_, the Defense Depot has operated in South Memphis

" sir_ I%2. A federal facility, the Def_r_e Depot has never had

to occm_ly wit_ environmental or health re_ulatiom of the City of

Memphis, the County of Shelby, or the State of Tennessee. In

ot_.t_r_l_, the Defense D_l_t Old--rated like _ plantation of the

Old South, not having to ans_r to _ abo_t _ny+2aing. No_,
after beoc_it_g a NPL _F_fur_ Site, th_ Def_r_e Depot still

_ts to act in _ secrecy of the past. This must be stop_d.

poht_cal t Defense Depot Can n_t be above the la_ certainly not above
CorrHption he Freedom of lllfor_tlon Act _J]acted by the O. S. Co;_•
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D£_E_CC, a b]a_k envi_x_t_l _p dedJ_ to seekJ_

envir_tal justi_ for bIsck P_le In SC_ r4==_his, I_s

ap_led to tb_ _e£er_e Depot for Ir_fo_tloo r_Ir_ toxic

o0ntamJrmtJon at the facility _e_cral t_ In tie Past. T_me Bnd
tJ_ again, [3_-_ b_ be_ de_ied.

N_, afte_ disco_jng infoz_tJon at the library that ind|eates

the Def_n_ Depot h_ er_d in t_tlng, 8torlng, receivLng, ard

l_qufact_ir_ C_ical _f_e Wea1_ at the facility in Sooth

Menials wlthout the kr_ledge of black people, DDMT-C_ is again

r_in_ unde_ the Fr_ of_Info_tlon Act vital doc_t_

tha_ may ha_ a bearing on the epidemic of c_, h_rt attacks,

_nd _t_rok_ rav_ir_ the black c_ity. To be I_f_tly c|e_r,

[_-C_ w_t_ to kn_ i£ poisor_ at t_ Defe_ D_pot have

_Jr_ to do w_th bla_k p_ople in _th _n_i_ getti_ _Ick
and dyJ_.

_ly do _e w_t y_r _upport? _ _w_r i_ Bible __ _ think tha

proble_ with the Defecate Depot ha_ rac_a! _rton_! In fact,
t_ I)_Eer_ D_pot is Uru_Don_iv e to e_vJron_t_I aF_

health i_sue_ o£ the black c_nEty. T_ I_Ee_e Depot r_fu_

to ack_1_c_ge any _POF_biIity Eor h_Ith I_ble_, even

though Jt sp_ poJsor_ into dr_ir_ ditch_ and leak_ _oi_on_

into the _quJf_r_. _ Water _upply of _t c_ly SOuth Memphis b_t

e_tlre Sh_Iby C_ty h_ be_n Jeopardized the E_f
And " by _ Depot

th_s prob1_ zs _t going _w_y. In ti_ the cltJ_ {both
bI_k and _h_te w _v_ to suff_.

T}_foz_ we _t DL_-(]_ need y_r _Ip. We _lJ_e that you _pe

not a _lentist, _r a Fi_. D. C_1ogist wlt_h a_ _F_is in

toxico]o_y and a _F_tr_tion j_ _th Scler_._. It _n't tak_

a big_time de_ to wake a dl_fer_. All _t take_ is c_

_nse and _c_nd Judge_t to u_de_t_ that b1_cks are beip_
polscr_.

If b]_cks unite _ a [_p]e, i£ b|_ck l_o]itIci_r_ _h_ they _re

_e_hind tbe.b1_ck c_nJty, if black d_to_ and ru_ sp_ a
ho_ in dne black c_nJty, if black pcofe_io_1_ utilize

m Jitt]e of t_ir t_]_t io the black (x_ty, if blgck
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r_ligl_ leaders take the lead in the enviro_tal struggle

like they did in the civil right_ strU_le, we can solve all of

0_r probl_. Black People have the intelligent and the skills

to er_ure al] blacks live in sa/e and healthy enviror_ts
_it_t the risk of toxic _nt_mi_tion.

All DG_T-CCC _ant_ is black justice. You don't kno_ how gooO it

makes the By.rage black citizen feel to see block politiciar_ at

c_munity m_etJ_ adding health i_es. I_ you, State

llepr_entatJve DeBerry, att_ _ meeti_, black people

_r_l with pride _nd White of Ei_als of the Defer_e Depot crJr_e.
• State Representative Henri Brooks Ir_t_octed Def_r_e Depot

of E[c]als to make information available to [X]_T-C(3C, the black

people in the Depot Redevelo1_=j]t _ting's re_l:ec £ for her

soared and their hopes rc_e. K_ need your presence and open

po11_ica] support to _ure _ get the fai_£ _l possible fr_

_hite officials at the [;efe_e Depot who o_]Id care less about

the health of black people.

Ms. D_y, please help DEt_T-CCC help black people!

R_I_ctEul ]y,

K_th Brads_

Doris Br_ct_haw

Founder and Co_ch_irFer_on

Defense Depot iv__mphis Te_ _ CJt$_' _itte

c,c. Grover Hapkirts, Thurgcx_ MBI_hall School of Law;
Do_ _ist, Go_r_r of Teox_ssee.

encl_u_
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