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Defense Depat Memphis Tennessee
2163. . Airvays Boulevard
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Coanecer

Dear Col. Kennedy:

Previously, pursuant to the Freedom on Information Act, DIMT-OOC
requested all "Files, records, and documents possessed by the
Defenze Depot which relate to air, soil, ard water pellution;
hazardous waste use, storage, and disposal: and any environmental
violations — specifically NFL violations — or problems at the
Defense Depot. In addition, DOMT-QOC requested “polsors signs” be
erected on the Defense Depot and on drainage ditches.

To our surprise, the Defense Depot denied all of our requests.

The lesal justification from the Defense Depot was that "the
documents were in the public domain.” While on the surface this
) seems to be a viable reason, close scrutiny reveals {t's just
Contamination another excuse for keeping the documents — especlally the NPL
' Superfund Violations-and state permits — from the black people
adversely ard disproportionately impactod by the clearly
unethical and unscrupulous operatiors of the Defense Depot!

The environmental justification froam the Deferse Depot's denial
of "poison signs™ was based excluaively on theorfes, opinlons,
and tnadequate research done by Mr. Jeff Kellam, a geologiat who

ted

is clearly incompetent and unqualified to make a final; decisicn

.......

upon whilch mvirurmental and health issues will be based:’
From a legal perspective, the Defense Depot is guilty of racism
and discrimination pursiiant to Title IV of the Clvil Rights Act
iy, of 1964 againgt the black low-income mincrity population:

ggi:t;i?;n m BY cperating a military facility with numerouss
chemical warfare operatiors in the center of a

minority populaticn and low-income popualation

without any notification to the black public.
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By failing to monitor a mimr fy population and
low—income population exposad:lto toxic ehemicais
with a viable health survey ‘__-_ dangers to
humasn health. o e S,

By lacating documents related:to contamination of
air, soil, amd water by the Défense Depot in white
comounities and institutions (such as libraries amd
churches) and steadfastly refuging a NPL depository
in adversely impacted black comwinities and black
institutions.

All of the aforementioned items constitute ard perpetrate a cold,
callous, deliberate, and malicicus Injustice against a black
minority and lovw-income population and deny the adversely
impacted blacks of rheir corgtitutional rights because of race
and national origin.

From an environmental grassroots perspective, tha Defense Depot
flagrantly viclated the law; and it i3 irrevocably bent on
setting its own agenda — not coaplying with Executiwve Order

# 12898 that President Clinton established February 11, 1934,
which clearly states the following:.

Each Federal agency shall erm:.l):‘g ‘that the public, including
nincrity comunities and low-inocme commmities, has
adequate access to publle. ‘lan- At
health or environmental planni 4 ;"Eg:ulat.iorﬁ, ard
enforcement. when required L[rﬂer s

Act, S U.S5.C. section 552 .
Bection 552b, ard the EDGIpeik
Ripht-to-Knosy Act, 42 u. S C_ ]

RAlacks In South Memphia don't haw_-' aﬂequate access to NPL
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violations of the Defense Depot, don't have a llbrary, and den't
have access to vital. 1,:.,°TF‘3'¢1°“ And what ig worst, the most |
vital information j__ 5 sEieven in Memphis, but rather in Nashvi 1&g /i
ElSptay Geprgial Why 1s this? Blacks have manygiissii..
iin ten yards of the Defense Depot. -~z
Blacks also have a plethnra -of.‘schools near the Defense Depot.
Either of these mb!lcﬁmtimtion could and will serve all of
qualifications for a NFL Superfund Depository.
Military officials and civilian officials at the Defense Depct
replied "the documents we requested are in the public domain.”
They're not in the public domain; they're in white domain, where
black people can't get a glimpse of them. Blacks can't have white
racist at the Dafense Depot or the Department of Defense d-a:lding
what Information can be accessed and what information can't be
publicly viewxd. This act is certainly a violation of federal

statues and the executive corder.

Military officials ard civillan officials at the Defense Depot
used aopinions, theories, ard research by Mr. Jeff Kellam Lo deny
DOMT-OC al!l of the afcrementioned records ard documents, plus
the denial of posting "poisons sigs” on contaminated sites, This
is an injustice in itself. Col. Kennedy, as you know, DOMT-O0C
telieves Mr_ Kellam is incompetent due to his failure to consult
William Parks® — a gualified expert — prological information.
To date, neither Mr. Kellam, nor any official at ATSDR has macie
any =ffort Lo conflim his geological competency, his professional
reason For meglecting the Parks' research, the ridiculoues "Plume
Theory,” or his health assessment (rather the lack of a viable
hbeal th assessment) . This is crucial because Mr. Kellam is the
corneratorne of federal govermment's (and probably your oen doubt)
denial of health problems in the black community surrounding the
Defense Depot. As Base Commander, [ know you're jugt an anxicus
for Mr. Kellam's expertise to be validated, as we are.

Because the Department of Defense has used its massive resocurces
againet a poor amd defenseless black commnikby, and because the
civilian aofficers of the Defense Depot are acting surreptitiously
about toxic contamination, we ask you Col. Kennedy to see that
the matter concerning . I-h'* Kellam ig resolved — ome way or the
other! Algo, we ask you Cul Kennedy to comply with the
Preaident's {also the Oompander—in-Chief of the United States
Military) Executive Order # 12898 and put an information
depository in the black ocomminity.
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e Lty and the power. All you hmfer*to‘g‘du

Kmréth Bra-dshau

Doris Bradshaw, Founder and President

C: State Hepresentat1ve Lois DePerry, State Representative Henri
Brocks, State Representative John Deberry, State Representative

Mike I{ernell State Representative Katharine Bowers, Stake
Representative-Elect Barbara Cooper
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