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MEETING MINUTES
Restoration Advisory Beard
August 15, 1996
Defense Distributicn Depot Memphis, Commander's Conference Room

The August Restoration Adviscory Board Meeting was held on August
15, 1996 at the Defense Depot Memphis, Tennessee {(DDMT) in the
Commander's Conference Room. The attendance list is attached.

Welcome

Ms. Christine Kartman opened the meeting by welcoming the RAB
members and members <of the community and giving them an overview
of the agenda for the meeting.

Old Business

Please make sure the information about the Depot is getting out
to the community groups with whom you are involved. If you need
help with this please let us know so we can assist you in
providing informaticon to those who need it. Jordan English
offered to be of any assistance regarding the state's involvement
at the Depot. You can contact him or have those persons with
questions contact him at 901-368-7953. Mr. Bond expressed in
interest in having Mr. English speak at a meeting for the North
Bridgeport Drive Block Club in the future. The Depot
representacives are also available for meetings. Please let us
know if you would be interested in having us make a presentation
for your group.

Members ALLendance

We have sent attendance letfers to James Goines and Willie Mae
Willett asking them teo send representatives if they are unable to
attend the meetings. If they do not respond they will be remowved
from the beard.

In your handouts there is an addendum to a report that ATSDR did,
the Public Health Assessment. The conclusions are the same as
previously reported. The amount of contaminant in the ditches is
not at a level considered to be significant. Many substances
found in the ditches were not from the Depot. There has always
been dumping outside the Depot’'s fence. This is a city concern
not a Depot issue. Mr. English stated that these concentrations
of contaminates could be found anywhere in cthe city. At these
levels it is not a health concern at all. Wwhat or who is causing
the contamination outside of the fence is unknown at this time.

Mr. English: Please report any dumping to the city health
department or the peolice.
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DERTF

Next month the Defense Environmental Response Task Force (DERTF)
meeting will be held at the Wilson World Hotel on Cherry on
Wednesday, September 18th. It is open to the public so you are
welcome to attend. They will be at the RAB meeting on Thuresday
night September 1%™. This RAB meeting will be held at the
Community Club. You will enter through Gate 1 and the gquard will
direct you to the club.

Jordan English, Dann Spariosu, and Chris Kartman will be making a
presentation on Thursday afternoon to the DERTF meeting, The
BRAC Cleanup Team {BCT} made a list of the issues we want to
address. Some of those include contamination, chemical warfare
materials, RAB funding, the relationship between the MDRA and
BTC. Jordan will be discussing his funding from DOD. The
Defense Funding Bill for next year includes scme changes to the
Superfund Law, which would allow the DOD to transfer contaminated
properties with an agreement they would clean it up later. The
BCT want to make it clear that the Depot does not intend on doing
that here. We think we can get the cleanup done befare
transferred. Ms. Buchanan with MDRA has also made it clear rthac
they are not interested in the property until it is clean. Our
priorities are protecting human health and the environment this
caomes before the priority of transferring land.

The Dunn Field area is not of interest to the MDRA, however, it
is still our priority to clean it up because it poses the biggest
threat to the environment. Mg, Gray suggested that an emphasis
be put on the fact that the Depot is in the middle of the city,
surrounded by residential areas unlike most bases. This may be
good justification for the need for more money, sampling,
testing, support, etc. The Depot is on an accelerated cleanup
schedule of two years. We are only one year from closure. Fast
is fine, but quality is still the first priority.

Mr. Webb asked about the treatment of the shallow water. Will
there be contingency money if anything further should come up
after transfer?

Ms. Kartman: The Army would still responsible for this even
after transfer under BRAC laws.

The RAB members are able te speak during the public comment
period of the DERTF meeting. You may make comments at this time
or you may ask questions of the DERTF at the RAB meeting. We
need everyone to attend this RAB meeting to show strong support
for RAB funding.

Chris would like James Webb to check into the possibility of

doing some tap water sampling. Jordan English suggested that a
presentation be made on how the water is blended and distributed
in the system. Mr. Webb will make a presentation on the subject
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on blending of water and water guality at the September RAB
meebing.

1f anyone has any further suggestions or comments regarding the
DERTF meeting please let us know in the next few days.

New Business
Defense National Stockpiles

In the last couple of meetings we have had questions about the
dust on the mounds in Dunn Field. Elizabeth Young said she had
seen front-end loaders in the area every morning and evening.

The people working there belong to the Defense Logistics Agency,
but not the Depot. They are from the Defense Naticnal Stockpilie
Center. We met with these people and we also had the mounds
analyzed. We had ne notification that they were doing this.

They must now come up with an environmental plan before they are
allowed to move any mere of that material. The uncovered pilaes
that are chunks and red/orange and gray in color are bauxite. It
is the covered piles that are like flour this is fluospar. It
also contains lead. chromium, barium and cadmium. We are keeping
this dampened to keep the dust down.

Chemical Warfare Materials

Doug Warnock , Non-Stockpile Chemical Materiel Program (NSCMP)

Chemical warfare materiel is the thing that will hold us up in
the cleanup of Dunn Field. My office is responsible Far the
storage, transportation and treatment of any chemical warfare
materiel that is excavated. Congress directed DOD to organize a
program so that all chemical warfare disposal activities rest
with a single organization s¢ the Project Manager for Non-
Stockpile Chemical Warfare Materiel was established. A report
was submitted by the Army to Congress in November of 1993 which
identified locations, types and guantities of all Non-Stockpile
Chemical Warfare Materiel. It explained potential disposal
methods and provided estimates of destruction costs and
schedules. The report idencified 82 locations with a total of
215 burial sites. Of the B2 locations 3 are Defense Logistics
Agency facilities, one being the Depot. This program is
estimated to take forty years to cleanup all of this sites and we
are atL the beginning of this program.

Stockpile Chemical Warfare Material are munitions such as bombs,
projectiles, or rockets that are filled with chemical agents.
These munitions are currently being stored or stockpiled at eight
locations across the country. They are being stockpiled,
historically because at one time the DOD thought they were going
to need to use chemical warfare materiel. Currently the military
has decided that there is no need to use chemical weapons so
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there is a program in Place to destroy all chemical wesapons in
the U.S. This is part of the chemical weapcons Creaty.

Non-Stockpile Chemical Warfare Materiel is broken down into five
categories: binary chemical weapons, miscellaneous chemical
warfare materiel, recovered chemical weapons, former production
facilities and buried chemical warfare materiel. A binary
chemical weapon is a lethal chemical agent that is formed when
two non-lethal agents are mixed together. They are generally
manufactured, transported and scored separately. When a soldier
in the field fire the projectile or drop the bomb then the two
agents are mixed together. Miscellaneous chemical warfare
materiel are unfilled munitions, testing egquipment, empty
containers, anything used or designed to support the chemical
waxfare materiel program. Recovered chemical weapons are items
that were recovered during excavation. They were buried and are
then brought to the surface. They are generally at [ormerly used
Defense sites or active installations. Former production
facilities this are buildings or facilities used for the
producticon of chemical warfare materiel. They could have been
used for actual production or the filling of chemical warfare
agents. This involves four locations across the country.
Finally, buried chemical warfare materiel was buried as a means
of proper disposal at the time up into the late 1%50's. There
are no high explosive material involved with these agents. The
Depot is concerned with only the buried chemical warfare
makterials.

The objective for burial sites is to establish an on-site
disposal capability to support recovery operations at burial
sites. The approach is to develop transportable systems thar
will be contractor operated Lo dispose of recovered chemical
warfare materiel in a safe and environmentally acceptable manner,
In the near term we will prepare plans for interim storage and
Lransport to installations for storage until disposal capability
i6 established. We don't want to excavate the materiel until che
technology for removal is on-site for treatment. Permitting is
required by the state and the EPA for this on-site treatment.
This can be a time consuming process.

As for as the use at the Depot, the rapid response system would
be use on the chemical ID kits and the munitions management
device would be used for the German mustard gas bombs from 1946 .
We want both of these units here at the same time to do all the
removal at one time. There are currently three sites on the list
for the rapid response system. The Depot would be the fourth.

We estimate that would be 2000 or 2001 before it would be in
Memphis. This would ceoincide with the first use of the munitions
device if the Depot was first on the list. This will hold up the
source removal for the groundwater plume because thers cannot be
any sampling done at Dunn Field as long as there are chemical
warfare agents buried there. Once the agents are neutralized
they are then c¢onsidered hazardous waste and not harmful to human
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health, it will be transferred to a permitted treatment storage
facility.

Groundwater Update
Julian Savage, The Corp of Engineers, Huntsville

Until the chemical warfare agents are removed the source of the
groundwater contamination cannot be located. Until then the
plume will be contained. ™Mr. Savage stated that currently they
are looking for the best well placement. We will then go into
the design phase and we anticipate constructien in Spring of
199%7. The wells have been move from off-site to Depet property
s0 there is no restriction of access. We will pump and discharge
untgil contamination is removed. This will cencain the
contamination to DDMT property. All the current menitoring
wells will continue to be tested. It is possibkle that the source
is not from the Depot at all it could be from the railread tracks
which are not on the Depot. '

More wells are going to be put in the Bridgeport area tec find the
farthest edge of the plume in this direction. The current wells
are showing unacceptable levels of contaminates in the water.

Public Comment Period-

Ms. Kartman will be leaving the Depot in September. Denise

Cooper will still be here. They are currently working on finding
a replacement,

The next RAB meeting will be held on September 19, 1996 at 6:00
p.m. at the Community Club on the Depot.
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Christine Kartman
John Garrison
Eugene Brayon
Dann Spariosu
Elizabeth Young
Jordan English
Dave Bond

Cleno Kirk
Veronica Smitch
Teri Gray
James Webhh

Julian Savage
Doug Warnock
Sue Estes

Denise Cooper
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Restaration Advisory Board Members

Defense Depot Memphis
Citizen Representative
Citizen Representative
EPAa
Citizen Representative
TDEC
Citizen Representative
Citizen Representative
Citizen Representarive
Citizen Representative
Memphis Light, Gas and Water

Others in Attendance

U.5. Army Corps of Engineers
NSCMP

ME3, 6K L.L.C.
DoMT
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