
| 43 0 File: 541.460.000n
C.G.

THE MEMPHIS DEPOTTENNESSEE

ADMINISTRATIVE RECORD

COVER SHEET

AR File Number. /u3



MEMPHIS AND SHELBY COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTME_N_ _ 3814 Jefferson Avenue
Memphis, TN 38105

I

File:

C.G. /?0.2oo

January 18, I996

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
8n:eda Ward 576-7505

ENVIRONMENTAL TESTING OF RAy DEATON LAKE

The Memphis Defense Depot has cond - ,

ucted off-s_te lesung of wamr, soils, subsoils and

sedlmems, to dete.rmm¢ background concenua ons of various toxic h '
' " c emmais m the community. This

study is part of the clean up process required due Io contamJnadon at the Depol's Dunn Field
Sul;erfund Site.

• Based on these results, the Heaffh Department has recommended to the Memphis

Park Commission thal addltTona/testang be conducted for Ray Dea/on Lake at Audubon Park. Undi the

new Iests resuJt_ _tre evaluated, the l-lea] th Depanmenl has also recommended thai the e×Jsting City
• , , , , ,

ordtrlance prO_lbllltlg i_$h_)gOr other recrca ona] BCIIVIII¢S that would Involve co//laet with the ]age

water or $_di_le/1 is be Strictly en fo_ed at thi_ location.

$pecificaily, the Hea/th Department [earned that the level of dioxin in lwo "waler and two

sediment Sample are above the level set by the U.S. Enviroamema]

evMuadon guidance for dioxin. Protection Agency's latest risk

The/_/ea/th Departmen s recomrneedin -

g addl Ional sampling and testing of water and sedimentfor several reaSOll$ _

Contarninant levels for dioxin in water and sediment a

parts per trillion and parts per billion respecdvely, re measured at minuscule levels.

The initial laboratory results for dioxin levels were estimates.

Dioxin is a "heavy" ]1

po uta_t that does not dissolve in water Initial tes6ng was of l/Zl_//ered

_aler and so likely contained sediment that eomdbuted to e_evated readings in the water
sanlpled
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In addition 1o vcd (ying the levels of thcsc contaminants and in o_cr to better assess [he health

risks [o our community and make rcconLraendatlons accordthgly, the Heahh D_parlm_nt is intcres1od in

dctcrrKmthg the source of the contamination. The Departraen I wiU. therc fore. sample the water

production well thal supplies the lake. It is u_]ikely that the well is the contaminant source, but it is fclt

that confirmation of this information is ncode3/at the carlicsl opponunity. Results are cxpectcd in about

four weeks aftcr _cs_ng
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