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MEFT1NG MIN_ l _.S

ReStoration Advisory Board
September 21, 1995

Defense Distribution Depot Memphis. Commander's Conference Room

The September Restoration Advisory Board Meeting was hald on September 2 I, 1995, at the
Defense DeDot Memphis, Tennessee (DDMT) in the Commander's Conference Room The
attendance list Is attached.

Ms. Clwladne Kinsman opened the meeting by welcoming the RAB members and members of the

commumty and giving them an overview of the agenda for the meeting.

Ms. Kar_man introduced Col. Kennedy who gave a bfte f BRAC overview discussing the work to
be completed over the next two years as part of the closure and reuse process

Old Business

Attendance Policy--

Attendance letters need to be sent to Barbara Johnson. Cleo Kirk, and Barlima Sonnenburg These
individuals have missed at [east three consecutive meetings. Ms. Sonnenburg will be retiring at the
end of her office term. After the election we could selecl another City Council member to replace
Ms. gonrtenburg. Cthdy Buchanan is gothg to be the new Local Redevelopment Authority (LRA)
Director. She could help bridge the gap between the RAB and the LRA since she plans on
art ending most o f the RAB meetings The RAB agread the cttrrent at tends.nee pohny is adequate.
We should continue sending letters as needed.

Sh_te Health Department Health Study-

LanT Smith called Bonnie Bashor after the August RAB meeting and sent her another copy of the
letter from the RAB. Ms. Bashor stated she had not recalved this letter. She did send a reply
Miler. She is looking at the census blocks around the area of the Depot and will be comparing the
avadahle cancer information to the city and county data. She stated that some of the death

certificates do not state cancer _s a cause of death. Mr. Gray felt going about the study in tins
mattner is less than satisfactory because of the large size of the census tracts and the numerous

other axsumptions that must he made. The evaluation should also be made against other similar

census tracls and not the cilv of Memphis as a whole. Mr. English feels this approach is backward
in that there must be an established pathway identified first.

New Business

ATSDR Public Health Assessment--

Mr, Jeff Kellam from ATSDR presented information on the ATSDR Public Health Assessment.
All RAB members should have received a copy of the assessment and had time to review the

informatien it contained ATSDR was created as pari of Superfund higislation specifically to
address public health assessments at NPL sites. This means evaluating the possibility of the public
exposure to a chemical that may have been released at the site ATSDR looks for completed
pathways whether they be surface soil, mr, surface or ground water. Is there a enough of a giver_
chermcal to cause a problem?
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The I)urm Field drainage ditches a_e an area of concern for ATSDR. The information we have so
fEr. tells us _ost itenJ.s were bta_cd ten to fifteen foa_t below ground surface. I)unn ditches ¢oatain

rainwater runoff which had nol been in contact with the COIltailunant$. ']_erc fore, we do not feel

the rainwater nmoff is being contata]nated. However, there have nat been any samples taken of
these ditches, but this will be covered in die sampling done in October.

The in formation provided by MLGW stated that die Rozelle Street was hooked up to city water
mound 1953. The Depot did not dispose of much other than the mustard agent until 1955 The

people in the area would not have been exposed to ground water contamination while they were
drinking die ground water hi this area. The Centers for Disease Control and die Army Chemical
Materials Agency have both been contacted regarding the mustard agents. When the agent is
neutralized it is buried in a lime slurry of bleach. The byproducts are things like bleach and

sdifunc Acid. These things are not in the water at a level that would be a problem. Mustard agent
itself doesn't dissolve in water do to its chemical composition. If any of it remained it would
probebIy remain buried under the Duna Field area. We don't see aay contamination that could
have caused any health problems from Dunn Field.

Sthl contamination (_n the facilby is a worker issue. People who have worked for the Depot may
have been exposed to it however, afler talkiag with the Depot about occupational health records
there does not seem to be Bay detinLlc patterns or problems.

Air contamination cancems are primarily from the mustm-d agents in the past. The Army and CDC
provided information on the musWrd gas test kits. These two agencies will be involved in this
cleanup effort to assure safety.

Tiffs ATSDR document is currently in draft form and will not be made final unti] the additional
envLroarnental sampling data is in and can be incorporated into a final docume_.

Re-evaluation of f_rare information will be done as needed.

Questions--

There is a list lind a map of disposal sites on the facility. The concern is wa_ evcrydithg that was
buried was recorded properly, The study will tell us if we have all the proper information on
contamin_nLs. If something is found even after the BRAC process is complete that is connected to
die Depot the DLA will remmn responsible for its cleanup.

Mr Truitt was responsible for the initiation of the first environmental study done at the I_po r_ He
maintained the lists mad maps of these areas in hi_ capacay a._ the Director of Installation Services
and Environmental Prote.cdon for die Depol from the 1950's to 1992 The Depot did not sto_

chermcal agents only test kits for the Army Chem cal Carps. These kits contmned atropine in verysmall riles,

Mr. Trdax stated MLGW constantly moellors drinking water wells throughout the year. To date
there have bCel_ i_o contanlthants foutld in qumltiries that wou d be haimhiL

Mr. Goines asked if there was any amount of coacentration Lo be leaked through the soil what win
disalpale that? Could some of diis sluff be washed away?
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Ms. Kartrnan: Some contaminants will dissipate, dilute, or migrate in the soil, ground water and
surface water pathways, but you must consider individual contam_ants, and the levels you have to
try to figure out what may have OCcUrred in any given situation.

In earlier years the concentration of contamination could have been higher than it is now, however
this does not necessarily mean it would have been mon_ harmful. The borings that have been done
so far do not indicate sigmficant or serious problems.

Mr. Goines sthd there is a water test site at the Allen Well Field about a mile from the Depot. How
does the water tested at this site compare to the other nine test site_ ?

MX. Tmax: There are no significant differences from one test site to another. The drffemnce$ that
do occur are due to the nature of the water at a given location.

Mr. Goines: Are there any additives that are added at Allen Well Field that are not added at other
wells?

Mr. Truax: Chlorine, fluoride and phosphate are added at all wells.

Ms. Kartman: We wLll ti_ and get a copy of the last mmual report of MLGW so we can compare
the test done at the different wells.

If there are any cormorants or questions please contact ATSDR. Conlmen_s on this draft document
ar_ due in by October 6th

Soft samples and sediment smnphis will start on October I0th. CH2M Hill is the contractor and
they will probably he using a subcontxaetor. They will be using porlahhi augers to take the

sanlples. We will have letters sent to property owners, flyers given out in the eommumty, and

display ads in the newspapers. We are notifying schools, parks etc. and getting rights of enta3,.
We are taking samples off site for comparison to Fund what is "normal" for this area.

Public Comment Period--

Topics for the next meming might include a presentation by Tiki Whltfield on the demographic
study done by EPA We are trying to make arrangements to get Ms. WhiLliald here to do this
presentation.

The next RAB meeting will be held on October 19, 1995 at 6:00pro in the Commander's
Conference Room at the Depot.

The meming w_.s adjourned at 8:00 p.m.
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