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Testing continues at Defense Depot

By TIM SEWELL.
Siaff Friter

Fizliwork iy ander war for an
eoviremmental sludy ab the
Defenee Depat Memphis

The Remedlal Llnvesigation
and Feasdbility Siudy, knoan as
RU/FS, should confirm the
preEsence or absenee of hazsmious
sbetnner contammation ol the
Hiare sit: on Alrwayy Jum
north of Inbesstate 240,

"This atudy wlUl lboX al

~ all pasl recoeds, all
arrad. We really don't think
eyl flnd anyihing. We've
wayz been crreful with tha
sintarzes we know loday Lo be
hazpidous,™ said Col. Jomes
Jobnstan, commanpder of the
Delense Depot,

Aecording be Jahnston, Lhe
sludy tx pari of e nalfonwide ef-
o by the Defense Depariment
o Investigate any sites thal ence
served A Moroge oreas for
harardgot materzals Eventual

rly, dver 000 ellen will ba tesied . -

far contaminatioa.
“All the facilities were
prorilized by the Envisonmental

Proleclion  Agency,” Johnzton

smid. 'Although we dldn't have
tn,weuku:ll.nbcpmatulel.npuf
the sl We're comiartable with
the tasiing, end we wanked to gel
It ewer wilh,'"

Jarrsten explained that atwoal
L0 of the 400,000 types of
materisls kardled ot the Defense
Crtpod are considered to be hazar-
dous, These materizls Include
herbicides, pesticides, solvents
and cleaning evmpounds,

“We don't have anything here
(hat you don't have af hame. The
anly difference is thet we stote »
ot of 11, Johnislen gaid.

As an expmple, Jolnxton ciled
the chemical acetgne. Found in
mast nall polish removers,
acetme s stared 2t the Defernse
Depot In N-gallon drums,

While the environmenial study
officially staried In October, the
octual digmng of 1 texl wells
prouwnd ke perimeter of the
Defense Depoy begon in
Febnary,

work Lo be token care of firt.

Then we had 1o hold 8T becawoe

of allthe rin," explained Gearge
(Contlnued on Pege 11

““There wasa lot of penlimimry, :

Tett wells ure belng dig of the Oelense Depad
18 delet giliw If theve |5 hoynfors st tance con-
* wmlzatien gt e alie,

. e A At s o Y e

 will coplinue for several months

and thel the remits of 1 sudy

Ilﬂbtmldeunih'lﬂemljml

year. .
‘I'.he:nnrmm:uu.‘lsmdyl.ltn-

" ing conrineied by members of the

V.5, Army Carps of Engineers,
The Menpilds Deferae Depol

Mores supplies and disbritates

themo 10 ol mllitary services in

Defense Depol ——Caninasd tran rage 1y —
* Dunm, patilic altelrs oificer at the ;

The
dtored goods inclode food,
clothiag, electronic itams,
petraleyry producls end roo-
Erurtion materisls, alang with
{mdustrial, medica! and generul
dupplies.

Opened in (M2, the tacility
emplayy prer 3,700 people and La
the second-lergest millllary ae-
Livity i the Memphiy area.
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