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June6, 1995

Mr Frank Novitzki

Defense Digtsibution Depot

EnvironMental Protecbon _I_d Safety

DDLiT-DE

2 16:_ AirWays Bird

Memphis TN 38114-5210

Re Considerations for possfl)t_ release of chemical warfare constituents

during activitiesconducted in Du:m Field

Dear Mr. Novitzki:

AS Co-Chair of the P.estoratio_:Advisory Committee I want to thank both you

_nd Ms gartinan for being Io__colning _t:1 the above mentioned issue

when we spoke on May 26 The Depot is in a difficultpositiorlfrom a

Community relations standp,'_intregardless of what itdoes Therefore I Will

make the following recommendahons to the Depot regarding what I think is

the correct and moral thing r_)do in light what isknowh and what is not

known about the e::istenceoi chemical warfare components in DttPm Field

What is known iB that chemical weapons have been brought into the facility

in thnes past. (See enclosed :Lrticle).If this was done once itis reasonable to

assume itcould have been done more th_n once You also know the identity

of some of tileite:ns buried in tileDunn Field However I don't believe

anyone would stake the lives or health of themselves or otheFs on the belief

that the listiscomplete a_d exclusive

What is not known: iswhe_he_ or not any chemical weapons or parts thereof,

made their way into the Dunn Field burial pits Addibonally, there are likely

tho_._Bnd._of pou::ds of :nate:ialin the Dunr_ Ftsld pits whose identify Will

not be known L:nbl they are unearthed. The Memphis Depot isan o_d facility

that has handled millions of :,ounds o[ :_ateriuland produced a lotoi waste

material in the p:ocess
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The concern Jsas follows: That (luring the proce_ of drillingnew monitoring

wells a_d to a lesser e:_ent, during the excav&tJon activiUes in Dunn Field,

there is a po_ibitity t11atChemiCal weapons materials could be unearthed or

punctured and a release could occur

As a guidte_ principle the Depot should plan for the worst and hope for the

best, to do anything less ismorally unacceptr ble

The Depot r_tustfully disclose the possibilityof a release of chemical

weapons I::a_:ial to the community closest to the site.This should include

h:forming :es:dentr of options _uch as leaving for the day whea work is

commenced, staying in doors e_c.YOU lflustalways remember that the

residents su:rounding the Dunn Field didn't have a choice in the decision as

to what "_:s dumped in the D_z:n Field site They should have complete

control as to the level of risk O:ey e_ose themselves to during the course of

the Depot's L,ul:llField work

The Rozelle area adjacent to the Dunn Field giteneeds _peeial planning

considerations This srn_llsector: of street is a dead end street to the west of

Dunn Field There are 16 homes, a small business and a church on this street.

This tiny co:nmanity :s unique in itsisolation It isphysiCally impossible to

walk out oi the commui:ity on two sides A very busy railroad crossing cuts

diagonally acro_ the neighbo_ hood When a train is passing no one can enter

or leave tilecommunity by ally means other than wading through a 6 foot

drainage culvert under the rail_o:d bed This communJtleS isola_on must be

planned for in case of the need _ evacuate due to a release. This should

include at _ minimum, notificationto the railroad, firede}-_rtment and local

emergency personnel of the commei:cement of work There are several

elderly people who live on R_azell_

In summary the Depot's community relations plan sllould:

i Fully disclose the possibilityof a release of toxic materials, however

slight,to the surrounding home o_els by mad or ]:and delivered tr their

door_

In regards to the work itself:
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I All work. both drillingand future excavation sDould be tented. There are

very large portable tents available that can be used to shroud the work and

better contain a release iiitoccurs.

2 The number of ::ew monits:thg wells should be kept to a minimum or

eliminated ifat allfeasible.

3 Remote sensingshould be set up surrounding the site This would detect

any tnat_rJalthat ismovthg off site as a cloud or vapor,

4 The use of neat'by sirens should be secured and utilized in case of an

emergency,

5. If the Depot's research indicates that the risk of contacting chemical

weapons materials in Dunn Field ismore certain then the option of not

removthg the materials should be considered. A pump and treat system

could be imt:ated as planz:ed and expanded so as to keep the plume from

ever leaving the site I realize the problem With this plan of actio_:as a s_,l_

treatment, for Dunn Field There weuld be _ possibility theirchemical

weapons materials could be ul the plume itselfand work itsway into the

pump and ureat system and thus be released tete the environment. This plan

may only put off the inevitable which is the removal of the :naterial,

whabe.ver itis,from DUlIilField.This brings me back to my primary point

which is to plan for the community% safety

I would like to close by poulting out the primary difference in the

emergency planning assumptions in the Dun:: Field situation versus that of a

plant which stores and uses large quantities of extremely ha2ardous

_ub&tsnces From the co:_Imunity's standpoint ti:ey Callfuld out vahat

chemicals are used in a plant and demand that they use substitutes, or

smaller quantities or stop using the material all tegether They can do this

through the politicaland legal process Tlie company is not directly

accoui:t.ableto a nearby community From a company's standpoint they

know what chemicals they 11se,they have emergency procedures Jn place for

internal problems and caHy catastrophic :ns_zrance in the event they destioy

a segment of the community The companies are accountable to their

shareholder_ first,that iswhy tilecompany makes whatever itmakes



114 4
page 4 DDMT

June 6, 1995

In tlleI)ur_nField case, no one but the individual who physically dumped the

material knows what went into that field So, from the communities

standpoint lnformahon is virtually impossible to get,and thus a choice as to

the risk level they desire to put themselves in isimpossible The Depot

stands in th_ shoes o[ a compaz:y rou are accountable to the ¢ommumty

directly thus your asgu:f_ptions rGgarding tlaeCO_:li:b11!jt_'ShOUld hinge O1_
Salety at the utmost level

If you have any questions please callme 901 452-6997

Sth¢erely,

RAB Co IChail-
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