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Pr@fﬂe of toxic wastes
arising _from new data

By Tom Charlier " *-
- Stat! Ftepartur -

P L
"

Induslries in Shelby Eoumy
pumped npearly ' 77 million
.puunds of foxic wastes into the
‘air, land, water and sewers dur-
ing 1987, according o Teports
filed with federal officials.

! Plants ranging from chemical

manufacturers to pripters to re-

Ainerieslegally released 14.7 mil-
lian pounds of the wastes into
.the eir and flushed more than 60
millicn pounds into Memphis'
sewers, the reperts show. The
poltutanis included cancercaus-
ing solvents, noxious pases and
heavy metals.

The reparts, filed by 83 couniy-

firms, provide a telling fivst pro-
file_uf_ toxic waste in the ‘area,
They show that substantial
amounts emanste not anly from

such heavily industrial arcas as

Presidents Island, but Irom less
obvious, suburban arcas. such as

.Collierville.

Lacal repulators contend that
toxic emlssions have declined
r.lrnmuti:nll_',' and appear to be
safe,’ while = environmental

groups say the indasiry disclo-*
.suregs reflect a national problem

thatls out of centrob. The federal
offlcinls compiling the informa-
tion, meanwhile, caution that
the reports are not detalled
encupgh to assess their full envir-

onmental and health implica.
lions.

Obtained by The Cammercial
Appeal under the Freedom of 1n-
formatian Act and from some of
the companles, the reports were
amang 70,000 filings covering
16,000 facilities nationwide sub-
mitted to the US. Environmen-
tal Protection Agency last July 1.
They summarize releases of any
of more than 00 chemicals con:
sidered toxic by EPA during the
first reporting year of the Emer-
E.EDEY Planning and Community

ight-to-Know Act of 1986.

Since natlonal statistics based
on the rightto-know
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'Toxic

hove not bepn compiled ver,
cemparisans with olher regions
are skeicky. But Shelby County
compabies relensed an amount
equai o 1wo-thirds of the toxic
air pollutents released in the en.
vire state of Marytand, based on o
private study of that state com-
pleied lost year.,

KEY SOURCES

the Shelby County Teporls,
Federal officials Ore ITaposing
o establish standerds for nine
ciher pellmants, inciuding rwo
— trichloreethylene and ehrg
mium — reported locally., They
sy  those  palivients ™ could
“couse tericus and irceversible
illness* or death. EPA found no
evidence (¢ support the regula-
ticn of twa other widoly repori-
ed Shelby County pollutanes,
methyl chlarolorm ond 1aluepe.

INDUSTRY VIEW

The reparts showed that the
largest saurces of toxic wastes
were the Du Pamt Co. in Wood-
Stock and Refived Metals Corp.
in South Memphis, which dis.
chorged about 33 million and 16
million pouneds, respectively,
mosl of which went inlo sewers.
The I bipgest

Industry represenratives said
1kelr relenses nre both legal and
safe.

Officials at Velsice! said 1heir
firm bas cut back an virtually all
its 1oxle relesses. They said com.
prehensive studies of plaat
workers, who are subjecied 1o

Ereaier  expo-

dischrrgers ae- Sureihon near-
counted  fer Lacal reguiators by residents,
abouwt BB per- shew oo il ef-

cent of all thd
loxic waste
lisied.

The  reparts
tlso show thal:

® Somne local
vir dischorges
ceniainad
chemicals Lhat
are believed to
be highly dan-
gerous, yet are
rarety suhjeet
o %pecilic re-
Bilatory  gon-
trols Velsicnd

deciinedd

cortral.

cantend thar toxic
cinissions have

dramaticelly and
tfipear tao be safe,
while environmental  Teus  firsy
groups say the
fndusiry disclosures  soiv
reflect a national

broblem that is out aof

fects from tha
company's
cmissions.

1 think
where  you'd
probably  sec
the adverse af.

would be on
the plagt site,”
Charles
Frommer, Vel-
sical vice pres-
ident af rego-
lotory, govern-
ment znd pub-

Chemical
Corp. in Nornh Memphis re-
lensed nearly $00.008 pounds of
cirbon tetrachloride, The Car.
rier Corp. in Colllerville dig
charged S5000 pounds of tr-
<hloroethylene, Both chemicals
are suspected of causing cancer.
Other relcases i the county in-
vluded smaller amannig of ehlo
rine. cyanide compounds, con.
cer-cousing  benzene, various
pesticides, arsenic and lepd,

* Ammonia was ihe Llargest
S1tgle air pollutant — acroum-
ing for mare than $.6 millicn
paunds — while sadlum sullgte
wus the princlpal industrial
Sawage waste, with more than 13
millian peunds discharged, Am-
moniL. o corrosive Fus used g
Lte manufacture of ferlilizers

ond a5 & refrigerapt, is copsid-
ered an irritont bt generally
ot 2 significant envirenmenial
tiazard, fedaral officials say. So-
dium sullate i3 a $pM created by
1he _n_eu:ml*':zntlop of arids,

lic affairs.

Dy Pont representolives noted
lhat their company has wen
awards from the World Environ-
menta!  Coupei! and  other
groups far its efloris 1o operaic
<leanly. The plant on File Road
ceblaing B30 millisn-ln pollu-
tioncautrol equipment and has
eliminated somo  iokic  dis
chorges aliggether, they said.

“We really dont fecl Iike
there’s Any harm thar comes
from the emissians at pll, ond
thizis based on compuler model-
ing as well 0§ wmanitoring.” sgld
PLR. 'Plil' Nolan, the plani's
safely nnd fire protection mapn-
ager,

The twojocal officiais oversee
Ing air quality and sower dis
charges — Health Department

llution conirol mancger He-
ya Keith and city public works
direrior Benny Lendermon M —
caid they dan't believe pexic
CMISSiQNS @re cousing any seri-
ais prohlems,

A -

tiohary sources, we're very com-
forable wih whot's going an,”
Ms, Keith said,

MONITORING WASTES '

Lendermon said the city has
an claborate program fo monitar
and coatrel industriol  dis-
charges into its sewers, Abouy o
deeade pgo. he said, those dis-
chorges were a serious problem,
dccasionally killing much af the
bacieria that tregtment plants
bse 1o break dawn wesie,

Todoy, hewever, aboul LS50
companies have £ity permits re-
Eulating the smoums nnd kinds
of waste they're allowed tg dis
chorge. Through & “pretrear
ment” effert, mony fioes dilule
or neutralize compounds thaer
could prove hermful ot the city's
two [reatwent plants, Lepder-
mon soud.

“If any kind of loxic maotarial
comes through thar makes those
bugs (the bacteria) hallway
sick, then the whole thing fails,
Sowe have to be real sensilive to
those subsiances,” he said.

Beyond Lhe efferis an the
plants, eovironmemal officinls
manitor the levels of some 10xj¢
pollutents found in the 1reated
sewage released into the Missis
sippl River, Memphis treatment
plants comply with theoir stale

rmiis; but those regulations,

ike the ones for air, are somo-
wha general. They do set limits
for individunl metals and toial
pesticides but nat for many oth-
er compounds listed on the re.
ports,

SERIOUS PROBIEMS

Jessica Landman, an nitorney
with 1he Natural Resourceg e
fense Conncil, said toxic dis-
charges inio sawers ran [resent
Seriols environmentzl prob.
loms, She noted that recent EPA
studies showed municipal stnn.
dords are ioadequate (or regu.
lating wasies from 4 nemher of
indusiries, including fertilizer
manufaciurers. printing plants
and hazprdous.wnste wreatmen:
facilities,

“Unless we ger these nandards
in place aod enforeed, Lthere are
Serious questions ebout whelher
these pdustries should be ol-
lowed 10 cominue these dis.
charges ™ she said.

Ms. Landman also spid some
discharges are 5o wxic thai they
cause problems in any amounl.

The Jocal campanies’ reports,
for exzmple, show ihat very
small amoumis of chiordane,
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