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WELDING CABLE AND CONNECTORS 

The 15 September 2008 Safety Manual (yellow book) is now in effect for most new contracts and 
government operations. Please note the requirements for welding cables and connectors as stated 
below. 
 
10.E.03 Welding cables and connectors. 
 
a. Cables shall be completely insulated, flexible, capable of handling the maximum current 
requirements of the work in progress, and in good repair. Cables in need of repair shall not 
be used. 
 
b. Welding cables shall be inspected for wear or damage before each use. Cables with damaged 
insulation or connectors shall be replaced or repaired to achieve the same mechanical strength, 
insulating quality, electrical conductivity, and water tightness of the original cable. Cables 
containing splices or repaired insulation within a minimum distance of 10 ft (3 m) from the end of 
the cable to which the electrode holder is connected shall not be used. 
 
c. Where it becomes necessary to connect or splice lengths of cable together, insulated 
connectors of a capacity at least equivalent to that of the cable shall be used. When connections 
are affected by cable lugs, they shall be securely fastened together to give good electrical contact 
and the exposed metal parts of the lugs shall be completely insulated. The joining of lengths of 
cable shall be accomplished by methods specifically intended for that purpose and connection 
methods shall provide insulation adequate for the service conditions. 
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