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Standard, Z358.1 states that “emergency eyewash and shower equipment shall be located on the same level as the hazard, have un-obstructed access, and require not more than 10 seconds to reach”.











The 3 November 03 Safety Manual is now in effect for most new contracts and government operations.  A significant change in the new safety manual concerns emergency eyewash facilities.  Always a topic of concern, clear specifications are now provided for such units. Understand that an acceptable eyewash facility (self-contained unit) would contain a minimum of 6 gallons of fluid (0.4 gpm X 15 minutes).  Anything smaller is considered a personal eyewash unit (see (4) below). 


06.B.02.b.  When the eyes or body of any person may be exposed to harmful substances, suitable facilities for quick drenching or flushing of the yes and body shall be provided within the work area for immediate emergency use. >REFERENCE ANSI Z358.1. 


	(1) Emergency eyewash equipment must be provided where there is the potential for an employee’s eyes to be exposed to corrosives, strong irritants, or toxic chemicals. >See Appendix Q for definitions. 


	(2) The emergency eyewash equipment must irrigate and flush both eyes simultaneously while the operator holds the eyes open.


	(3) The emergency eyewash equipment must deliver at least 0.4 gallons (gal)(1.5 liters (L)) of water per minute for 15 minutes or more.


	(4) Personal eyewash units are portable, supplementary units that support plumbed units or self-contained units, or both, by delivering immediate flushing for less than 15 minutes.  Personal eyewash equipment may be used to supplement emergency washing facilities; however, they must not be used as a substitute.


	(5) All plumbed emergency eyewash facilities and hand-held drench hoses must be activated weekly and inspected annually to ensure that they function correctly and that the quality and quantity of water is satisfactory for emergency washing purposes.


****Eyewash flushing fluids must be maintained in sanitary conditions.  For more good information, access the following link:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.labsafety.com/refinfo/ezfacts/ezf129.htm" ��http://www.labsafety.com/refinfo/ezfacts/ezf129.htm�   
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