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Incident                         


A welder was carrying out maintenance on a quarry excavator bucket. He was using an angle grinder to prepare surfaces for welding when the disk disintegrated.                                     





Circumstances


The hand-held angle grinder was fitted with a 230 mm diameter cutting-off wheel and when it disintegrated, fragments penetrated the victim’s chest and abdomen. He was rushed to hospital by rescue helicopter but died the same day. 





Investigation


This is continuing but initial inspections show that the grinding machine and cutting disk were not compatible - and the grinder was not fitted with a guard.


	





The 3 November 03 Safety Manual is now in effect for the majority of new contracts and government operations.  While a lot of information in this version is updated and/or new, some sections remained largely the same.  One of these sections in the new safety manual that affects both government and contractor operations details safety procedures and requirements for GRINDING AND ABRASIVE MACHINERY, Section 13.B.  We want to highlight this section, due to a recent ACCIDENT/INCIDENT ALERT that was brought to our attention.  Grinder use is common in our government and contract operations and the following alert is being sent to you for training purposes.  This information can be used for toolbox and/or other safety meetings and should be widely distributed to all concerned personnel, both government and contract, as applicable.  Please insure that all your grinding equipment is inspected and complies with these requirements.                 �


    POST AND SHARE WITH OTHERS.                   


                                                                   Recommendations


   Grinding machines and abrasive wheels should always be used in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions.


    in particular:


    • Always ensure the maximum speed (the no load rpm) marked on the abrasive wheel is greater than the rated speed of the grinder.


 • Do not use grinding wheels that are larger than the maximum recommended size, or worn down wheels from other grinders.


     Angle grinder and disintegrated disk


    • Never use grinding wheel power tools without the wheel guard attached to the tool and positioned for maximum safety.


    • Store and handle abrasive wheels with care and inspect them for chips or cracks before installing. Do not use any wheel that may


       be damaged
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