
 
 

 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, MOBILE DISTRICT 
CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

P.O. BOX 2288 
MOBILE, ALABAMA 36628-0001 

 
June 5, 2010 

Regulatory Division 
Coastal Branch 

EMERGENCY PUBLIC NOTICE  
FOR PROPOSED BOOM OPERATION ALONG THE ALABAMA COAST 

MOBILE AND BALDWIN COUNTIES, ALABAMA 
 
 

In accordance with 33 CFR Part 325.2(e) (4), emergency procedures have been initiated for 
authorization of work in wake of a recent explosion on a drilling rig in the Gulf of Mexico 
(Transocean Deepwater Horizon Drilling Incident / Mississippi Canyon 252) and subsequent oil 
spill affecting areas within the regulatory boundaries of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
(USACE), Mobile District, South Atlantic Division. 
 
To:  See Distribution List  
         
From:  Damon M. Young, P.G., Mobile District, Regulatory Division 
 
Subject:  Department of the Army Notification Number SAM-2010-00820-DMY, BP America, Inc., 
Mobile and Baldwin Counties, Alabama 
  
Applicant:  BP America, Inc.  
                    MC 252 – Deepwater Horizon Response 
                    Mobile Alabama Command Center 
         Attention: Mr. Jim Pfeiffer 
                    1087 Downtowner Boulevard 
         Mobile, Alabama 36602 
                
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Proposed Work: The applicant proposes various boom locations along Mobile and Baldwin Counties 
along Coastal Alabama. Proposed locations can be found in the enclosures. The proposed boom operation 
would consist of a combination of hard, ocean, and sorbent type booms. Boom markings will be in 
accordance with United States Coast Guard standards. These standards are as follows: 
 
“Oil containment boom shall display the following lights at night and in periods of reduced visibility. 
(a) A row of yellow lights.  The lights must be:  
 
(1) Flashing 50-70 times per minute 
(2) Visible all around the horizon 
(3) Visible for a minimum of 1 mile on a clear dark night 
(4) Spaced approximately every 500 feet 
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(5) Not more than 10 meters apart where a boom crosses a navigable channel 
 
If a buoy is set it should be foam or plastic and yellow in color.  If piles are used to secure the boom they 
shall be lighted with quick flashing yellow lights and have a two inch band of yellow retro-reflective tape 
around the circumference of the pile.  The piles should be set approximately 500 feet apart or spaced 
sufficiently where the light configuration clearly shows the boom's length and course.” 
 
Anchoring of the boom would be performed by standard shackles, rope and bailing between boom and 
anchored to the floor. The applicant proposes maintenance via routine over-flights to observe boom 
position, boom conditions, and address any issues as soon as possible.  
 
Location:   Various locations within Coastal Alabama including Mobile and Baldwin Counties, Alabama.  
 
All activities required for clean-up of hazardous substances will be subject to the National Oil and 
Hazardous Substances Pollution Contingency Plan (40 CFR Part 300).   
 
Purpose:  To assist with the emergency oil spill response, remediation and recovery efforts.   
 
We respectfully request immediate review and email response no later than 10:00 a.m.,  
Monday, June 7, 2010.  If no major objections are received, we plan to authorize this request  
by Emergency Permit. Should we receive no agency comment, this will be considered as agency 
concurrence/waiver or no objection to the proposed project. 
 
Pursuant to 33 CFR 325.2(e)(4), this Notice is being forwarded for agency review pursuant to the under 
the District Emergency Permit Procedures for the States of Alabama and Mississippi within the 
Boundaries of the Mobile District, South Atlantic Division which were implemented April 30, 2010.   
The Emergency Permit Procedure will evaluate activities under the following authorities: Section 10 of  
the River and Harbors Act of March 3, 1899 (33 USC 403), Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 USC 
1344) and Section 103 of the Marine Protection Research and Sanctuaries Act of 1972 (33 USC 1413). 
 
In an emergency situation the district engineer will make every reasonable effort to receive comments 
from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and National Marine Fisheries Service.  Section 402.5 (a) and (b), 
Emergencies, of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, states that where emergency circumstances mandate 
the need to consult in an expedited manner, consultation may be conducted informally through alternative 
procedures that the Director determines to be consistent with the requirement of sections 7(a)–(d) of the 
Act.  This provision applies to situations involving acts of God, disasters, casualties, national defense or 
security emergencies, etc.  Formal consultation would be initiated as soon as practicable after the 
emergency is under control.   
 
In an emergency situation the district engineer will make every reasonable effort to receive comments 
from the State Historic Preservation Officer and the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, when the 
proposed undertaking can reasonably be expected to affect a potentially eligible or designated historic 
property and will comply with the provisions of 33 CFR 325 Appendix C to the extent that time and the 
emergency situation allows. 
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If you have any questions, please email me at damon.m.young@usace.army.mil or call me at (251) 690-
2658. 
 
Enclosures: 
 
Proposed boom location maps.  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
DISTRIBUTION LIST - ALABAMA 

 
Emergency Permit Notification sent via e-mail to the following: 
       
CESAM-RD:  Nelson Sanchez, Craig Litteken 
CESAM-RD-C:  Munther Sahawneh, Joy Earp, Matt Grunewald, Damon Young 
CESAM-OP:  Wynne Fuller, Duane Poiroux    
CESAM-OP-GW:  Stephen Reid  
CESAM-OP-N:  Steve Hrabovsky, Nathan Lovelace, George Rush 
USCG:  LTJG Lisa G. Hartley 
EPA:  Brittany Croll, Rosemary Hall, Timothy Landers, Clay Miller, Tom Welborn 
USFWS:  Patric Harper, Bill Pearson 
NMFS:  Mark Thompson 
ADEM:  Scott Brown 
ADCNR:  Will Brantley, Carl Ferraro, Jeff Jordan 
BP America, Inc.:  Katherine Hughes, Jim Pfeiffer, Lyle Trumbull, fauthdp@bp.com; 
mc252_email_retention@bp.com; MC252_Env_Unit_Deputy@bp.com; 
MC252_Env_Unit_Lead@bp.com; pfeiffja@bp.com 
PUBLIC:  Posted on Corps website.   
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