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CHAPTER 2 ‑ CONTRACT MODIFICATIONS

SECTION 1 ‑ GENERAL

2.1.1   Purpose.  This section furnishes information on the types of contract modifications and instructions for processing modifications to construction contracts administered by the District.  These instructions incorporate current policies and procedures of the Mobile District.

2.1.2   Authorities.  The following is only a general division of authority.  No attempt is made herein to delineate Contracting Officer authority on other than construction type contracts.  Upon transfer or demise of a Contracting Officer, a successor is

required.

            a.  Chief of Contracting/Contracting Officer.  Contracting authorities shall be as stated in FAR, DFARS, AFARS, EFARS, ERs, and DR 715-1-4, dated 13 August 1993, from CESAD-CT.  When the established limits are exceeded, you must obtain approval from higher authority, i.e., the Division Commander, through CESAD-CT, unless otherwise stated. 

            b.  Administrative Contracting Officers (ACO).  Administrative Contracting Officers are requested by the District Chief of Contracting, recommended by the Division Chief of Contracting, and appointed by the Division Commander, as evidenced by the Certificate of Appointment (SF 1402).  Authorization to use this authority is designated by the Contracting Officer in each individual contract.    The contract designation gives ACO’s authority to:

             (1)  Execute contract modifications within the scope of work which do not exceed $50,000 or $100,000 (the sum of additions and deletions), as designated per the ACO’s authority in each contract, and are under the following Contract Clauses: Changes, Differing Site Conditions, Variations in Estimated Quantity, Value Engineering and Suspension of Work;

             (2)  Execute contract modifications for time extensions of fixed‑priced contracts for unusually severe weather under the Default Clause; 

             (3)  Execute contract modifications for time extensions under the Default clause, on fixed-price contracts directly related to delay cost increases granted under the Suspension of Work Clause; 

             (4)  Perform any of the contract administration functions in FAR 42.302, subject to the limitations above and as indicated in each contract.  All modifications beyond the authority of the ACO shall be coordinated with and issued by the Contracting Officer.

            c.  Contracting Officer's Representative (COR).  Area/Resident Engineers are normally appointed, by the Contracting Officer, as Authorized Representatives of the Contracting Officer (ARCO/COR).  The appointment authorizes the COR to take actions required of the Contracting Officer, but where such actions must be taken at the site of the construction contract work.  The authority specifically excludes any action that would result in changing the contract price or completion date.  Personnel to be appointed as COR’s must be approved, and their name maintained on file in Contracting Division.  New Area/Resident Engineers, or anyone that the Area/Resident Engineer desires to be available to act in the COR capacity, must send a listing of their qualifications in accordance with regulations to the Chief, Construction Division, Construction or Contract Management Branch, for processing through Contracting Division.  Personnel acting in the absence of the Area/Resident Engineers may also act in the COR capacity, provided they are on the approved list in Contracting Division.  These personnel will sign appropriate documents as follows:

          John J. Smith




John J. Smith

          Authorized Representative
    or
          Acting Area Engineer


              of the Contracting Officer
                                                                                            (Contract Correspondence)                (Government Correspondence)

 

For a summary of the responsibilities and/or authorities of ACO’s or COR’s, see Exhibit 2.1A.  For a list of the ACO’s and COR’s in Construction Division, go to the following website: https://samintra.sam.usace.army.mil/cd/aco_cor/ACO-COR.doc.
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