Contract Number: W91278-04-D-0034  Task Order 0003

Contract Name: C-130 Maintenance Facility

Contractor: EEII Ltda.

On May 8, 2006. Mr. Epifanio Velazquez started the day by getting prepared to continue the 4 days old “cutting” operation. The “cutting” operation was to manually cut with the grinder equipped with the right type of disc several openings on the side of the metal hangar, thus,   the newly constructed C-130 shops would connect to the existing C-130 hangar. Mr. Velazquez new he had to use quite a bit of protective gear to do such operation. Today, the toolbox meeting had addressed the grinder, and Mr. Velazquez had been reminded all the precautions required. At about 1400 that day, after lunch break, he re-started his operation when the incident occurred. The disc from the grinder had come loose, the nut was still in the grinder, but the rest of the disc had broken loose from the grinder and hit the metal wall and ricocheted back to Mr. Velazquez’s chest. He was wearing his protective gear and although hit and knocked down on the floor, was not hurt. He was really scared and was taken into the CATAM Base for a check up but returned within the hour back to work. Mr. Velazquez was really thankful with his company and the Government that he had been given the opportunity to be trained and wear all the applicable protective gear for such task.
