40 CFR Sec. 230.11 Factual Determinations (Cumulative & Secondary Effects)
(g) Determination of cumulative effects on the aquatic ecosystem.

     (1) Cumulative impacts are the changes in an aquatic ecosystem that are attributable to the collective effect of a number of individual discharges of dredged or fill material. Although the impact of a particular discharge may constitute a minor change, in itself, the

cumulative effect of numerous such piecemeal changes can result in a major impairment

of the water resources and interfere with the productivity and water quality of existing

aquatic ecosystems.

     (2) Cumulative effects attributable to the discharge of dredged or fill material in watersof the United States should be predicted to the extent reasonable and practical. The

permitting authority shall collect information and solicit information from other sources

about the cumulative impacts on the aquatic ecosystem. This information shall be

documented and considered during the decision-making process concerning the

evaluation of individual permit applications, the issuance of a General permit, and

monitoring and enforcement of existing permits.

(h) Determination of secondary effects on the aquatic ecosystem.

     (1) Secondary effects are effects on an aquatic ecosystem that are associated with a

discharge of dredged or fill materials, but do not result from the actual placement of the

dredged or fill material. Information about secondary effects on aquatic ecosystems shall

be considered prior to the time final section 404 action is taken by permitting authorities.

     (2) Some examples of secondary effects on an aquatic ecosystem are fluctuating water

levels in an impoundment and downstream associated with the operation of a dam, septic

tank leaching and surface runoff from residential or commercial developments on fill,

and leachate and runoff from a sanitary landfill located in waters of the U.S. Activities to

be conducted on fast land created by the discharge of dredged or fill material in waters of

the United States may have secondary impacts within those waters which should be

considered in evaluating the impact of creating those fast lands.

