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ATTEN

TO 
TION OF: 

CE SAM-RD-A September 17, 2018 

JOINT PUBLIC NOTICE SAM-2018-00298-JCC 

U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
AND 

STATE OF ALABAMA 
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT 

WETLAND FILL AND STREAM IMPACT IN CONJUCTION WITH STORMWATER 
INFRASTURCURE UPGRADE AT THE 

MOBILE REGIONAL AIRPORT 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: This District has received an application for a 
Department of the Army permit pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 
USC 1344). This public notice is being distributed to all known interested persons to 
assist in developing facts on which a decision by the Corps can be based. Please 
communicate this information to interested parties. 

APPLICANT: Mobile Airport Authority 
Attention: Ismael Bonilla 
8400 Airport Boulevard 
Mobile, Alabama 36608 

AGENT: Volkert, Inc. 
Attention: Ms. Paige Felts 
1680 West Second Street 
Suite B 
Gulf Shores, Alabama 36542 

LOCATION OF WORK: Tanner Williams Road, immediately north of Runway 18, 
Mobile Regional Airport; in Section 13, Township 04 South, Range 03 West; at Latitude 
30.693952° North and Longitude -88.238214° West; in Mobile, Mobile County, 
Alabama. 

WATERWAY: Unnamed Tributary to Pierce Creek 

PROPOSED WORK: The applicant proposes to install a concrete paved flume approximately 
1,500 feet long and approximately 30 feet wide. The proposed concrete flume would begin at 
the downstream end of an existing box culvert located near the intersection of the airport 
perimeter road and Tanner Williams Road and terminate near the property line shared by the 
airport and the United States Coast Guard. A second, smaller concrete flume is proposed to 
be installed at the head of the north/south drainageway, within the project area. This flume 
would be approximately 47 feet long and approximately 27 feet wide. The proposed work 
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would impact approximately 4.1 acres of medium quality, previously impacted, forested and 
partially mown wetland area, and approximately 477 linear feet of ephemeral stream. 

All work is proposed in accordance with the attached plans and drawings. 

Alternatives I Avoidance and Minimization: Relative to avoidance and minimization of 
wetland impacts, the applicant has minimized potential impacts within the design requirements 
of the proposed stormwater infrastructure project. Design considerations were dictated by a 
confined conveyance route and considerations for ongoing maintenance of the existing Tanner 
Williams Road. 

Existing conditions cause water to collect from a curb and gutter system along Tanner 
Williams Road and the surrounding area to the north. This water is discharged into the project 
area and the existing slope across the area is approximately 0.05%. This existing nominal 
slope allows water to pond in the project area, making it difficult to mow vegetation and control 
growth. The ponded water also attracts wildlife and birds that potentially increase risk of bird 
strikes to aircraft. During significant storm events, water also backs up in the existing 
stormwater system and overtops curbing along Tanner Williams Road. Multiple inlets along 
Tanner Williams Road are undercut and in danger of being damaged. The existing slopes 
along the roadway are also eroding and are nearing the point of undermining Tanner Williams 
Road. Additionally, water that overtops the roadway onto Airport Property and has caused 
portions of the security fence to be undercut, creating a security issue for the Mobile Regional 
Airport. 

The applicant has considered and outlined two on-site alternatives: 

Alternative 1, the "No-action" Alternative, would allow water to remain ponded within the 
proposed project area and this would continue to promote erosion along Tanner Williams 
Road. The No-action Alternative does not address a concern of the area currently attracting 
birds, thus providing an increased potential for aircraft bird strikes; and it does not address the 
issue of current undermining along fencing and Tanner Williams Road. 

Alternative 2, is the currently proposed design and preferred alternative. This alternative is 
outlined above in the "Proposed Work" section of this notice. 

Compensatory Mitigation: The applicant proposes mitigation for unavoidable impacts to 
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wetland area and ephemeral stream area through the purchase of an appropriate number of 
wetland mitigation credits from an approved wetland mitigation bank and, an appropriate 
number of stream mitigation credits from an approved stream mitigation bank. 

Water Quality: The applicant has applied for a certification from the State of Alabama 
in accordance with Section 404(a)(1) of the Clean Water Act. Upon completion of the 
required advertising by the State, a determination relative to water quality certification 
will be made by the Alabama Department of Environmental Management. 

Public Review: This public notice is being distributed to all known interested persons in 
order to assist in developing facts on which a decision by the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers (Corps) can be based. For accuracy and completeness of the record, all 
data in support of or in opposition to the proposed work should be submitted in writing 
setting forth sufficient detail to furnish a clear understanding of the reasons for support 
or opposition. The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation of 
the probable impact, including cumulative impacts, of the proposed activity on the 
public interest. That decision will reflect the national concern for both protection and 
utilization of important resources. The benefit which reasonably may be expected to 
accrue from the proposal must be balanced against its reasonably foreseeable 
detriments. All factors which may be relevant to the proposal will be considered, 
including the cumulative effects thereof; among those are conservation, economics, 
aesthetics, general environmental concerns, wetlands, cultural values, fish and wildlife 
values, flood hazards, flood plain values, land use, navigation, shoreline erosion and 
accretion, recreation, water supply and conservation, water quality, energy needs, 
safety, food production, and in general, the needs and welfare of the people. 

The Corps is soliciting comments from the public; federal, state, and local agencies and 
officials; Indian Tribes; and other interested parties in order to consider and evaluate 
the impacts of this proposed activity. Any comments received will be considered by the 
Corps to determine whether to issue, modify, condition or deny a permit for this 
proposal. To make this decision, comments are used to assess impacts on endangered 
species, historic properties, water quality, general environmental effects, and the other 
public interest factors listed above. Comments are used in the preparation of an 
Environmental Assessment and/or an Environmental Impact Statement pursuant to the 
National Environmental Policy Act. Comments are also used to determine the need for 
a public hearing and to determine the overall public interest of the proposed activity. 

Any person may request, in writing, within the comment period specified in this notice, 
that a public hearing be held to consider this application. Requests for public hearings 
shall state with particularity, the reasons for holding a public hearing. 
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Evaluation of the probable impacts involving deposits of dredged or fill material into 
waters of the United States will include the application of guidelines established by the 
Administrator of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 

Historic Properties: In accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act and Appendix C of 33 CFR 325, the undertaking defined in this notice 
is being considered for the potential to affect cultural and historic properties within the 
permit area. As Lead Federal Agency, the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) 
consulted the National Register of Historic Places for properties listed in or eligible for 
the National Register which are known to exist and would be affected by the proposed 
work. In a letter dated June 13, 2018, The Alabama Historical Commission, as State 
Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO), concurred that the proposed work would not 
impact any historic site of national, state or local significance. This review constitutes 
the full extent of cultural resources investigations unless comment to this notice is 
received documenting that significant sites or properties exist which may be affected by 
this work, or that adequately documents that a potential exists for the location of 
significant sites or properties within the permit area. Copies of this notice are being 
sent to the U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service, Division of 
Archeological Services. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. Mobile District has not yet 
made a final determination of potential effects that the project would have on cultural or 
historic resources. 

Endangered Species: As Lead Federal Agency, the FAA consulted with the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service ((USFWS) regarding the potential for occurrence of listed 
threatened and endangered species in the project area. In an endorsement received 
on April 06, 2018, The USFWS responded that no federally listed species/habitat are 
known to occur in the project area. 

Correspondence concerning this Public Notice should refer to Public Notice Number 
SAM-2018-00298-JCC and should be directed to the District Engineer, U.S. Army 
Engineer District, Mobile, Post Office Box 2288, Mobile, Alabama 36628-0001, 
Attention: Regulatory Division, with a copy to the Alabama Department of 
Environmental Management, Mobile Branch, Coastal Section, 3664 Dauphin Street, 
Suite B, Mobile, Alabama 36608. Comments should be received no later than 30 
days from the date of this Public Notice. 

If you have any questions concerning this publication, you may contact this office, Mr. 
Glen A. Cunningham, at telephone number 251-694-4077, or by e-mail at 
glen.a.cunningham@usace.army.mil. Please refer to the above Public Notice number 
in any correspondence. 
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For additional information about our Regulatory Program, you can visit our web site at 
http://www.sam.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory.aspx, and please take a moment 
to complete our customer satisfaction survey while you're there. Your responses are 
appreciated and will allow us to improve our services. 

MOBILE DISTRICT 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

Enclosures 
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