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JOINT PUBLIC NOTICE 
U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

AND 
GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES, ENVIRONMENTAL 

PROTECTION DIVISION 
 

PROPOSED STORMWATER  
INFRASTRUCTURE UPGRADES  

CHATTAHOOCHEE RIVER DRAINAGE  
DEKALB COUNTY, GEORGIA 

 
A FEDERALLY AUTHORIZED PROJECT 

 
 
Interested persons are hereby notified that the United States Army Corps of Engineers 
(USACE), Mobile District and DeKalb County, Georgia, propose to upgrade stormwater 
infrastructure to provide additional stormwater capacity at road crossings and catch basin 
inlets at four locations in the Chattahoochee River Basin portion of DeKalb County. The 
USACE is the responsible Federal agency and DeKalb County is the non-Federal sponsor for 
this project.  The old structures are failing and are inadequately sized to handle the storm 
flows experienced in these areas. The four culvert/drainage sites include Vistavia Circle, 
Drew Valley Basin, Valley Brook Estates and Dering Circle.  This project is proposed to be 
funded with American Reinvestment and Recovery Act (ARRA). 
 
This public notice is issued in accordance with rules and regulations published in the Federal 
Register on 26 April 1988.  These regulations provide for the review of dredging programs for 
Federally authorized projects under the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1344) whenever dredged 
or fill materials may enter waters of the United States. 
 
The recipient of this notice is requested specifically to review the proposed action as it may 
impact on water quality, relative to the requirements of Section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water 
Act.  We also ask your comment on any other potential impact. 
 
WATERWAY AND LOCATION:  Tributaries of Peachtree and Nancy Creeks, 
Chattahoochee River Basin (Figure 1). 
 



CESAM-PD-EI  27 April 2010 
PUBLIC NOTICE NO. FP10-DK01-6 
 

 2

PROJECT AUTHORIZATION:   The proposed action is being conducted under the 
authority of Section 219 of the Water Resources and Development Act (WRDA) of 1992, as 
amended, in subsection “c (2) Atlanta, Georgia. – A combined sewer overflow treatment 
facility for the City of Atlanta, Georgia.”  In 1996, this authority was “modified to include 
watershed restoration and development in the regional Atlanta watershed, including Big 
Creek and Rock Creek” and to provide “(e) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS FOR 
CONSTRUCTION ASSISTANCE. – There are authorized to be appropriated for providing 
construction assistance under this section – (5) $25,000,000 for the project described in 
subsection(c) (2).” 
 
DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED ACTION:  There are four culvert/drainage sites 
within DeKalb County that are proposed for upgrade.  All four of these sites are within 
residential subdivisions that were constructed prior to the 1970’s.  The construction footprints 
at each of the drainage/culvert sites include an area 50 feet on either side of the culvert being 
replaced, unless otherwise noted in the site descriptions below, to accommodate streambank 
shaping/stabilization work to provide a transition zone between the streams and the new 
structures.  Listed on the following pages, in order of priority, are brief descriptions of the 
project locations and the proposed work to be accomplished.   
 
a. Vistavia Circle.  Vistavia Circle has experienced flooding during intense rain events. The 
flood waters start along McConnell Drive, continue downstream to Vistavia Circle until they 
eventually flow into a tributary of the South Fork Peachtree Creek just north of Mason Mill 
Road.  There a several reasons for this flooding, starting with source at the commercial 
development in the Toco Hills Shopping Center located in the upper portion of the watershed. 
The Toco Hills Shopping Center provides little or no storm water detention despite its 
considerable amount of impervious surface.  The Vistavia Circle culvert, located just 
downstream from McConnell Drive, further compounds the problem.  Vistavia Circle has an 
undersized existing 54” corrugated metal pipe (CMP) cross drain which was lined with 
concrete to stabilize the roadway and temporarily increase the flow capacity until a 
comprehensive study was preformed.  After careful analysis the Corps determined the best 
solution to the Vistavia Circle problem is enlarging the culvert and widening the stream 
channel in the immediate vicinity.  The proposed plan calls for upgrading the cross drain with 
a double barrel reinforced concrete box culvert and to perform approximately 150 feet of bank 
shaping/rock stabilization downstream of the enlarged culvert using approximately 334 cubic 
yards of stone fill material.  The project also provides for approximately 50 feet of bank 
shaping/rock stabilization upstream or downstream of the enlarged culvert with an adequate 
amount of stone material to accomplish the work if needed.  The desired results will provide 
upgraded flow capacity at the cross drain.  Figure 2 shows the location of the Vistavia Circle 
site. 
 
b. Drew Valley Basin.  The proposed project calls for stormwater upgrades at three 
consecutive parallel street crossings in the Drew Valley Basin Subdivision.  Drew Valley 
Basin has three CMP cross drains of varying sizes that have reached their anticipated life 
expectancy and need cross drain flow capacity upgrades.  The Drew Valley Basin 
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improvements would require the replacement of 84 feet of culvert underneath Bynum Road, 
the replacement of approximately 90 feet of culvert underneath Ewing Drive. Approximately 
75 feet of culvert needs to be replaced underneath Poplar Springs Drive as well.  The project 
also provides for approximately 50 feet of bank shaping/rock stabilization upstream or 
downstream of the enlarged culvert with an adequate amount of stone material to accomplish 
the work if needed.  When completed the upgrades will provide increased flow capacity at 
each of the three cross drains.  Figure 3 shows the location of the Drew Valley Basin site. 
 
c. Valley Brook Estates.  Valley Brook Estates has four undersized CMP cross drains of 
varying sizes and a few conveyance system runs that have reached their anticipated life 
expectancy.  These need to be replaced and the flow capacities need to be upgraded.  The 
proposed project requires approximately 220 feet of culvert replacement at Dove Way.  While 
only about 70 feet of the culvert is underneath the roadway at Dove Way, the other 150 feet of 
the proposed upgrade culvert drains into the historically modified drainageway.  The project 
will need to replace approximately 240 feet of culvert at Anthony Drive.  Of the 240 feet of 
culvert only about 100 feet is actually underneath Anthony Drive and the remaining 140 feet 
is located downslope where it drains into the historically modified drainageway.  Similarly the 
project will replace about 48 feet of culvert underneath Francine Drive, and approximately 45 
feet of culvert beneath Brook Drive.  The project will also require a downstream riprap stone 
protection apron approximately 35 feet long, consisting of approximately 160 cubic yards of 
rock fill.  The project also provides for approximately 50 feet of bank shaping/rock 
stabilization upstream or downstream of the enlarged culvert with an adequate amount of 
stone material to accomplish the work if needed.  The desired results will provide upgraded 
flow capacity at each of the four cross drains and the adjoining system.  Figure 4 shows the 
location of the Valley Brook Estates site. 
 
d. Dering Circle.  Drainage problems occur along Dering Circle North and Capehart Circle.  
There are also drainage problems with the adjacent storm drainage collection system.  The 
current system attempts to convey stormwater flows from ten (10) separate drainage basins.  
Yet the central drainage collection system along Dering Circle North and Capehart Circle 
consists of only five (5) curb inlet catch basins from the intersection of Buford Highway and 
Dering Circle to the intersection of Capehart Circle and Woodacres Drive.  The road has a 
7.73% slope which causes all the stormwater to sheetflow for more than 1,000 linear feet 
along the existing curb before discharging into the collection system.  The stormwater 
ultimately discharges into Peachtree Creek.  Improvements to Dering Circle necessitates the 
replacement and/or upgrade of a series of undersized CMP cross drains.  The proposed project 
would also involve replacing approximately 460 feet of culvert on the south side of Dering 
Circle and Capehart Circle, connecting that to approximately 75 feet of culvert underneath 
Capehart Circle, with a downstream riprap stone protection.  The riprap stone protection will 
be approximately 25 feet long, consisting of approximately 60 cubic yards of rock fill.   
Further down that drainageway where it crosses back to the south, the project would replace 
approximately 50 feet of culvert underneath Capehart Circle, with a downstream riprap stone 
protection apron approximately 25 feet long, consisting of approximately 60 cubic yards of 
rock fill.  The project also provides for approximately 50 feet of bank shaping/rock 
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stabilization upstream or downstream of the enlarged culvert with an adequate amount of 
stone material to accomplish the work, if needed.  The desired results will provide an increase 
in storm water flow capacity throughout the neighborhood.  Figure 5 shows the location of the 
Dering Circle site. 
 
WATER QUALITY CERTIFICATION:  The Georgia Department of National Resources, 
Environmental Protection Division, intends to certify this project at the end of 15 days in 
accordance with the provisions of Section 401 of the Clean Water Act, which is required for 
environmental compliance of this Federal project to conduct activity in, on, or adjacent to the 
waters of the State of Georgia.  Copies of the Public Notice and supporting documents 
relative to this Federal project will be available for review and copying at the office of the 
Georgia Department of Natural Resources, Environmental Protection Division, Water 
Protection Branch, 4220 International Parkway, Suite 101, Atlanta, Georgia  30354, during 
regular office hours.  A copier machine is available for public use at a charge of 25 cents per 
page.  Any person who desires to comment, object, or request a public hearing relative to 
State Water Quality Certification must do so within 15 days of the State’s receipt of the 
Federal project’s Public Notice and supporting documents in writing and state the reasons or 
basis of objections or request for a hearing.  The Public Notice and supporting documents can 
be reviewed in the Mobile District U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Planning and 
Environmental Division, 109 Saint Joseph Street, Mobile, Alabama  36602, as well as on the 
USACE, Mobile District webpage mentioned below in this Public Notice. 
 
State-owned Property and Resources:  The Federal and/or non-Federal project sponsors may 
also require assent from the State of Georgia, which may be in the form of a license, 
easement, lease, permit or other appropriate instrument. 
 
USE BY OTHERS:  The proposed project may have a temporary negative impact on local 
fishing or boating activities, but these activities will benefit long-term because the project will 
correct a safety hazard for commercial and recreational boaters.   
 
NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT (NEPA) CONSIDERATIONS:  The 
proposed drainage/culvert replacement project was addressed in a Draft Environmental 
Assessment (EA).  This Draft EA indicates an environmental impact statement for the 
drainage/culvert replacement is not needed.  The EA is available for review at the USACE, 
Mobile District webpage:  http://www.sam.usace.army.mil/pd/Pd1.htm.  Upon completion of 
the coordination period set forth in this notice, comments received will be incorporated into 
the EA and a final determination of NEPA documentation requirements made.  If the 
determination is to finalize the EA and prepare a Finding of No Significant Impact, these 
documents will be placed on the USACE, Mobile District webpage for future reference.  
 
SECTION 404(b)(1) EVALUATION REPORT:  Water quality impacts associated with the 
placement of fill material into waters of the United States, as a result of the proposed work, 
have been addressed in a preliminary evaluation report prepared in accordance with 
guidelines promulgated by the Environmental Protection Agency under Section 404(b)(1) of 

http://www.sam.usace.army.mil/pd/Pd1.htm


CESAM-PD-EI  27 April 2010 
PUBLIC NOTICE NO. FP10-DK01-6 
 

 5

the Clean Water Act.  The preliminary determination of this evaluation is that the proposed 
discharge of fill material complies with the guidelines.  The preliminary evaluation report is 
available for review at the USACE, Mobile District Office and on the above-referenced 
webpage, and will be finalized upon completion of the coordination of this notice. 
 
HISTORIC PROPERTY CONSIDERATIONS:  As per requirements outlined in Section 
106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 as amended (NHPA), and its 
implementing regulations at 36 CFR 800, the Mobile District must consider the effects of the 
proposed action on historic properties.  Historic properties are defined as cultural resources 
determined to be eligible for inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP).  A 
literature and background check for previously recorded cultural resource sites and surveys 
was made of the project Area of Potential Effect (APE).  In addition to the background 
research, a reconnaissance survey was made of the area by a USACE staff archaeologist.  No 
cultural resource sites or areas considered to have potential for historic properties were 
identified within the project APE.  Therefore, the Mobile District has determined no historic 
properties affected by the proposed Chattahoochee River Basin drainage/culvert replacement 
project in DeKalb County as per 36 CFR 800.4(d)(1).   
 
Results of the survey and effects determination have been sent to the Georgia State Historic 
Preservation Officer (SHPO) and Native American Indian Tribes.  The results of this 
coordination will be described in the final NEPA documentation for this project.   
 
ENDANGERED/THREATENED SPECIES:   Review of the proposed activities and the 
U.S. Department of Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service List of Endangered and Threatened 
Wildlife and Plants, indicates that the following species potentially are located and have 
habitat in the DeKalb County, Georgia area:  
 

Species 
Federal 
Status 

State 
Status 

Habitat 

Bird    
Bald eagle 
 
Haliaeetus leucocephalus 

T E 
Inland waterways and estuarine areas in 
Georgia.   

Fish    
Bluestripe shiner| 
 
Cyprinella callitaenia  

No 
Federal 
Status 

T Brownwater streams 

Plant    
Bay star-vine  
 
Schisandra glabra  

No 
Federal 
Status 

T 
Twining on subcanopy and understory 
trees/shrubs in rich alluvial woods  

Black-spored quillwort 
 

E E 
Shallow pools on granite outcrops, 
where water collects after a rain. Pools 
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Isoetes melanospora  are less than 1 foot deep and rock 
rimmed.  

Flatrock onion  
 
Allium speculae  

No 
Federal 
Status 

T 
Seepy edges of vegetation mats on 
outcrops of granitic rock  

Granite rock stonecrop 
 
Sedum pusillum  

No 
Federal 
Status 

T 
Granite outcrops among mosses in 
partial shade under red cedar trees  

Indian olive 
 
Nestronia umbellula  

No 
Federal 
Status 

T 
Dry open upland forests of mixed 
hardwood and pine  

Piedmont barren strawberry 
 
Waldsteinia lobata  

No 
Federal 
Status 

T 
Rocky acedic woods along streams with 
mountain laurel; rarely in drier upland 
oak-hickory-pine woods  

Pool Sprite, Snorkelwort 
 
Amphianthus pusillus 

T T 

Shallow pools on granite outcrops, 
where water collects after a rain. Pools 
are less than 1 foot deep and rock 
rimmed 

 
This public notice is being coordinated with the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service and 
preliminary consultation on the listed species above determined that the proposed action 
would not adversely affect federally protected species or critical habitat.  
 
EVALUATION:  The decision whether to proceed with the proposed action will be based on 
evaluation of the probable impact, including cumulative impacts of the proposed activity on 
the public interest.  That decision will reflect the national concern for both protection and 
utilization of important resources.  The benefits which may be reasonably expected to accrue 
from the proposal must be balanced against its reasonably foreseeable detriments.  All factors 
which may be relevant to the proposal will be considered, including the cumulative effects 
thereof; among those are conservation, economics, aesthetics, general environmental 
concerns, wetlands, historic properties, fish and wildlife values, flood hazards, flood plain 
values, land use, navigation, shore erosion and accretion, recreation, water supply and 
conservation, water quality, energy needs, safety, food and fiber production, mineral needs, 
considerations of property ownership, and in general, the needs and welfare of the people. 
 
Inasmuch as the proposed work would involve the discharge of materials into waters of the 
United States, designation of the proposed disposal site associated with this Federal project is 
being made through application of guidelines promulgated by the Administrator of the 
Environmental Protection Agency in conjunction with the Secretary of the Army.  If these 
guidelines alone prohibit the designation of the proposed disposal site, any potential 
impairment of the maintenance of navigation, including any economic impact on navigation 
and anchorage which would result from the failure to use the disposal site, will also be 
considered. 
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Figure 1.  Vicinity Map 
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Figure 2.  Vistavia Circle Site 
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Figure 3. Drew Valley Basin Site 
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Figure 4.  Valley Brook Estates Site 
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Figure 5.  Dering Circle Site 


