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JOINT PUBLIC NOTICE 
U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS  

AND 
ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT 

 
PROPOSED WITHIN-BANKS DISPOSAL AREAS 

AT RIVER MILES 62.1-62.9 AND 63.1-63.9 
MAINTENANCE DREDGING 

 
TOMBIGBEE RIVER 

WASHINGTON AND CLARKE COUNTIES, ALABAMA 
 

A FEDERALLY AUTHORIZED PROJECT 
 
 
Interested persons are hereby notified that the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), Mobile 
District, proposes to create new within-banks disposal areas for the placement of dredged 
material at river miles 62.1-62.9 and 63.1-63.9 on the Tombigbee River portion of the Black 
Warrior and Tombigbee Waterway project. 
 
This public notice is issued in accordance with rules and regulations published in the Federal 
Register on 26 April 1988.  These regulations provide for the review of dredging programs for 
the Federally authorized projects under the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1344) whenever dredged 
or fill materials may enter waters of the United States. 
 
The recipient of this notice is requested specifically to review the proposed action as it may 
impact water quality, relative to the requirements of Section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water Act.  
We also are seeking comments on any other potential impacts. 
 
WATERWAY AND LOCATION:  Tombigbee River portion of the Black Warrior and 
Tombigbee Waterway, Washington and Clarke Counties, Alabama. 
 
DESCRIPTION OF THE ENTIRE AUTHORIZED PROJECT:  The navigation project on 
the Black Warrior and Tombigbee Waterway (BWT) was authorized by various Rivers and 
Harbors Acts, 1884-1960.  The BWT Waterway provides for a channel 9 feet deep and 200 feet 
wide extending from the mouth of the Tombigbee River 45 miles above Mobile to the vicinity of 
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Birmingham.  The operation and maintenance of the BWT has been addressed in prior 
environmental documentation such as the Final Supplement to the Final Environmental Impact 
Statement for the Black Warrior and Tombigbee Rivers, Alabama (Maintenance), April 1987.  
The Tombigbee River portion of the BWT Waterway flows from Demopolis, Alabama to the 
confluence of the Alabama River at which point it turns into the Mobile River.  The proposed 
within-banks disposal sites are located at river mile 62.1-62.9 right descending bank and 63.1-
63.9 left descending bank, which is more than one mile downstream of any previously approved 
within-banks disposal area. 
 
DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED ACTION:  The proposed project consists of placing 
sandy dredged material from River Mile 62.4 into within-banks disposal areas.  The dredged 
material would be from the Black Warrior-Tombigbee (BWT) Waterway, which has been the 
subject of prior environmental documentation.  The proposed disposal areas are approximately 
1,400 feet long, 75 feet wide and located on both the right and left descending bank of the 
Tombigbee River at River Miles 62.1- 62.9 and 63.1- 63.9 respectively.  The proposed within-
banks disposal areas will have approximately 9,000 cubic yards (CY) of dredge material placed 
every 10 years.  The dredged material will be placed through the use of hydraulic pipeline or 
mechanical dredge.  The proposed sites are located more than one mile downstream of 
previously approved within-banks disposal area.  The current location of the crossover bar is too 
great a distance to allow for disposal on the existing within-banks area. 
 
WATER QUALITY CERTIFICATION:  Pursuant to section 401 of the Clean Water Act, 
state water quality certification is required for the proposed activities. A decision on state water 
quality certification will be made by the Alabama Department of Environmental Management 
(ADEM) after completion of the comment period of this public notice.  The existing BWT has 
many within-banks and upland disposal areas that have current Section 401 Water Quality 
Certification issued by ADEM on 31 March 2009. 
 
USE BY OTHERS:  The proposed project may have a temporary negative impact on local 
fishing and boating activities, but these activities will benefit long-term because the project will 
aid in maintaining navigation for commercial and recreational boaters. 
 
NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT (NEPA) CONSIDERATIONS:  The 
proposed within-banks disposal areas are addressed in a Draft Environmental Assessment (EA).  
The EA is available for review at the USACE, Mobile District webpage: 
http://www.sam.usace.army.mil/pd/Pd1.htm.  Upon completion of the coordination period set 
forth in this notice, comments received will be incorporated into the EA and a final 
determination of NEPA documentation requirements made.  If the determination is to finalize the 
EA and prepare a Finding of No Significant Impact, these documents will be placed on the 
USACE, Mobile District webpage for future reference. 
 
 
SECTION 404(b)(1) EVALUATION REPORT:  Water quality impacts associated with the 
placement of dredged material into waters of the United States, as a result of the proposed work, 
have been addressed in a preliminary evaluation report prepared in accordance with guidelines  
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