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An Independent External Peer Review (IEPR) was conducted for the subject project in 
accordance with Section 2034 of the Water Resources Development Act of2007, EC 1165-
2-209, and the Office of Management and Budget's Final Information Quality Bulletin for 
Peer Review (2004). 

The goal of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) Civil Works program is to always 
provide the most scientifically sound and sustainable water resource solutions for the nation. 
The USACE review processes are essential to ensuring project safety and quality of the 
products USACE provides to the American people. Battelle Memorial Institute (Battelle), a 
non-profit science and technology organization with experience in establishing and 
administering peer review panels for USACE, was engaged to conduct the IEPR of the 
Walton County Florida Hurricane and Storm Damage Reduction General Investigations Study 
Report. 

The Battelle IEPR panel reviewed the Draft Final Report and the Draft Environmental 
Analysis (EA), as well as supporting documentation. The Final IEPR Battelle Report was 
issued in August 2012. 

Overall, 18 comments were identified and documented. Of the 18 comments, 9 were 
identified as having high significance, 8 had medium significance, and I had low 
significance. The following discussions present the USACE Final Response to the 18 
comments. 

'High': Describes a fundamental problem with the project that could affect the 
recommendation or justification of the project. 
'Medium': Affects the completeness or understanding of the reports/project 
'Low': Affects the technical quality of the reports but will not affect the 
recommendation of the project." 
























