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DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
FOR
BEVILL CROSS CURRENT
TENNESSEE-TOMBIGBEE WATERWAY
PICKENS COUNTY, ALABAMA

1.0 INTRODUCTION

The site of the proposed project is on the lower end of Aliceville Lake just upstream of
Tom Bevill Lock and Dam on the Tennessee-Tombigee Waterway (TTW) in Pickens
County, Alabama. The Tom Bevill Lock and Dam is located at navigation mile 306.8 in
Pickens County, Alabama approximately 1 mile southwest of the town of Pickensville. It
consists of a non-overflow dike located on the left bank to connect the lock to high
ground; a 110 foot wide by 600 foot long lock chamber with a maximum lift of 27 feet; a
concrete abutment wall connecting the lock to the dam; a dam with a gated spillway in
the river channel; an adjacent 150-foot fixed-crest overflow weir; and a concrete
abutment wall connecting the spillway to an overflow dike on the right bank. The upper
pool is maintained at approximately elevation 136.0 feet National Geodetic Vertical
Datum (NGVD) upstream to river mile 334.7.

11  LOCATION
Tennessee-Tombigbee Waterway, Pickens County, Alabama (reference Figure 1).
1.2 PROPOSED ACTION

The proposed project consists of mechanical removal of the “dog leg” portion and 100
feet of an existing spur dike that is located along the left-descending approach to the lock.
Hydraulic dredging of approximately 600,000 cubic yards of material will occur in two
locations (Figure 2). The first dredging area will include 11.6 acres of an existing island
along the right-descending approach to the lock down to elevation 116 feet National
Geodetic Vertical Datum (NGVD). The island will be mechanically cleared of
vegetation and woody debris and then dredged. Photos 1, 2, and 3 show the island area.
The second dredging area will be in the upper approach to the lock, extending 1,000 feet
above the guide wall. This area will be dredged to elevation 110 feet NGVD.

Deposit of the dredged material will be in two nearby approved upland disposal areas
(Figure 3). No new disposal areas, access roads or undeveloped areas will be required as
a result of this project. After construction, the two dredged areas will be periodically
dredged as needed to maintain the proper depths. The material will be placed in the two
upland dredged material disposal areas.

Nine submerged bendway weirs will be constructed in the upper lock approach
approximately 500 feet apart (Figure 4). These weirs will consist of large riprap placed



underwater. The crown elevation of the weir farthest from the lock will be at elevation
116.0 feet NGVD. The crown of the remaining weirs will be 121.0 feet NGVD.

1.3 PURPOSE AND NEED

A strong crosscurrent exists in and around the area of the upstream lock entrance (See
Figure 3). This crosscurrent pushes vessels toward the spillway as they enter and exit the
lock. For down bound commercial tows, the current pushes the stern of the tow toward
the spillway after the barges are within the influence of the guard wall. Up bound traffic
experiences the same push on the front of the barges as the tows exit the lock. Once the
tow is clear of the guard wall the current tends to align the tow/barges with the
crosscurrent, but the effect is not as pronounced as that on down bound tows. The
proposed project is required to address navigation channel alignment and barge
navigation safety issues associated with cross currents upstream of the navigation lock.
The U. S. Army Engineer Research Development Center (ERDC), Vicksburg, MS
constructed a scale model of the site and studied the problem extensively to determine the
best solution.

1.4  AUTHORITY

The TTW was authorized for construction by Congress in the River and Harbor Act of
1946 (P.L. 525) in accordance with the recommendations contained in House Document
486, 79" Congress. The TTW connects the north-flowing Tennessee River to the south-
flowing Tombigbee River and provides additional means of interchange of commerce
between the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway, Black-Warrior Tombigbee (BWT) and Gulf of
Mexico on the one hand and the Tennessee, Cumberland, Ohio, and Upper Mississippi
System on the other. The waterway extends from navigation mile 217 on the BWT near
Demopolis, Alabama, to sailing line mile 215 on the Tennessee River in the Pickwick
Pool near the common boundary of Mississippi, Tennessee and Alabama. The project is
located in west central and northeastern Mississippi. The overall length (navigation
miles) of the TTW is 233.6 miles and consists of three distinct sections: 1) the River
Section; 2) the Canal Section and 3) the Divide Section.
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Figure 2. Island, Dogleg, Spur Dike and Upper Approach Guide Wall



Figure 3. Disposal Areas
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2.0 ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING WITHOUT THE PROJECT
2.1 GENERAL ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING

The TTW, a federally funded project to promote interstate commerce, navigation,
recreation, fish and wildlife, and area redevelopment, was authorized by Congress in
1946 and construction was completed in 1985. The Waterway provides a direct
connecting navigable waterway between the eastern Gulf Coast and much of mid-
continental United States.

The TTW extends upstream from Demopolis, Alabama via the Tombigbee River through
the basin divide into the Yellow Creek Embayment of Pickwick Lake on the Tennessee
River. This represents a total distance of about 234 navigation miles, which is comprised
of river, canal, and divide sections. The river section (149 miles) extends up the
Tombigbee River from Demopolis to a point just south of Amory, Mississippi. The canal
section extends for the next 46 miles, consisting of a canal parallel to and separated from
the river by a levee which terminates at Jamie Whitten Lock and Dam. The remainder of
the TTW (39 miles) consists of a cut through the divide between the Tennessee and
Tombigbee Basins, connecting Bay Springs Lake with Pickwick Lake on the Tennessee
River.

Ten locks and dams provide the total lift of 341 feet encompassed by the project.
Authorized navigation depths of the TTW are nine feet in the river section and twelve
feet in the canal and divide sections. The bottom width is 300 feet except in the divide
section where it is 280 feet.

Tom Bevill Lock & Dam is the second navigation structure on the Tennessee-Tombigbee
Waterway above Demopolis Lock and Dam. Demopolis Lock & Dam is located on the
Tombigbee River just below the confluence with the Black Warrior River. Initial
construction of the project began in March 1974 and the lower pool was turned into the
lock during October 1978. The upper pool reached normal level (elevation 136 above
msl) on 30 December 1979. The 27.9 mile long reservoir has an area of 8,300 acres at
normal pool. The lower pool is maintained at elevation 109.

All of the land in the area is owned by the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps). The
Tom Bevill Visitor Center, a replica of an Antebellum home, is located just upstream of
the lock on the left descending bank. A small privately owned marina is located on
Corps property about ¥2-mile to the northeast of the site. The Corps operates two boat
ramps, a picnic area, a beach, and a campground 1-2 miles upstream of the site. The area
around the Visitor Center is an open grassy area, but the remaining land to the east and
west is forested.



2.2  SIGNIFICANT RESOURCES DESCRIPTION
221 WATER QUALITY

The Alabama Department of Environmental Management (ADEM) publication Final
Upper Tombigbee River Basin Classified Waters, ADEM Water Division-Water Quality
Program, Chapter 335-6-11, Water Use Classifications for Interstate and Intrastate
Waters, Effective Date: 01/12/2001 classifies this area of the TTW as “Fish and
Wildlife”. Chapter 335-6-10, Water Quality Criteria, of the same publication indicates
that the best usage of these waters is for fishing, propagation of fish, aquatic life, wildlife,
and any other usage except for swimming and water-contact sports or as a source of
water supply for drinking or food-processing purposes. It also indicates that the waters
may be used for incidental water contact and recreation during June through September
under proper sanitary supervision by the controlling health authorities.

2.2.2 FISHERY RESOURCES

Fishery resources in this area include the largemouth bass, white crappie and black
crappie, bluegill and other sunfishes. There are also minnows, gizzard and threadfin
shad, shiners, and suckers. These are some of the fishes found in the bendways that flow
into the project area.

2.2.3 WILDLIFE RESOURCES

The proposed project area is in the Prairie ecosystem which supports high populations of
both game and nongame species. The area is excellent habitat for such species as deer,
squirrels, turkey, rabbit, dove, and quail. In addition, furbearers, small mammals,
reptiles, amphibians, and birds have high population levels in this area.

2.24 WETLANDS

The wetland delineation was conduction on September 28, 2009 by the Corps (See
Appendix B). Access to the track of review could only be accomplished by boat. The
result of the wetland delineation within the boundaries of the 11.6 acres Bevill Cross
Current project site was one wetland area divided by shallow water bottom. The general
area is made up of forested wetland that is dominated by bald cypress (Taxodium
distichum) and water tupelo (Nyssa aquatica) (See Figure 3). Wetland site “A” contains
3.79 acres and site “B” contains 0.32 acre of jurisdictional wetlands.

The wetland delineation method used followed the procedures outlined in Part IV of the
1987 Corps of Engineers Wetland Delineation Manual. Sources of information utilized
in this wetland delineation include US Department of Agriculture Natural Resources
Conservation Service 2002 Soil Survey for Pickens County, Alabama, aerial photographs
from Map Quest and Terra Server, the Munsell Soil Color Chart, and US Geological
Service topographic quad maps.
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2.25 ENDANGERED/THREATENED SPECIES

Threatened and endangered species with potential to exist in the proposed project area are
the red-cockaded woodpecker (Picoides borealis), orange-nacre mucket mussel
(Lampsilis perovalis), Alabama moccasinshell mussel (Medionidus acutissimus),
southern clubshell mussel (Pleurobema decisum), ovate clubshell mussel (Pleurobema
perovatum), heavy pigtoe mussel (Pleurobema taitianum), stirrup shell mussel (Quadrula
stapes), bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus), flat pigtoe (Pleurobema marshallii), and
inflated heelsplitter (Potamilus inflatus).

2.2.6 CULTURAL RESOURCES AND HISTORIC PROPERTIES

As per requirements outlined in Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of
1966 as amended (NHPA), and its implementing regulations at 36CFR800, the Mobile
District must consider the effects of the proposed action on historic properties. Historic
Properties are defined as cultural resources determined to be eligible for inclusion on the
National Register of Historic Places (NRHP).

A literature and background check for previously recorded cultural resource sites and
surveys was made of the project area in August 2009 by staff archaeologist Joseph
Giliberti. Investigations included records at the Mobile District office and the Alabama
state archaeological electronic site files. Records included the previous cultural resources
survey documents, geomorphological studies of the area, state site files, historic soil
maps, and the U.S. General Land Office maps.

The area was found to have been previously surveyed as part of the original Tennessee-
Tombigbee Waterway Cultural Resources Mitigation project. The previous studies
included terrestrial cultural resources survey, marine remote sensing survey of the river
for possible shipwrecks, recordation of historic structures and towns, and a detailed
geomorphological assessment. No cultural resource sites have been identified within the
project Area of Potential Effect (APE). The geomorphological study identified the area
as historically recent alluvium. No cultural resources sites would be expected within the
project APE based on the geomorphological data.

The U.S. Snagboat Montgomery is located near the project area. The Montgomery is a
steam-powered sternwheeler built in 1926. She was the last such vessel to work the
inland waterways in the area. The Montgomery was removed from service in 1982. It
was brought to the project site in 1989 and docked. The U.S. Snagboat Montgomery was
listed as a National Historic Landmark property in 1989. In 2005, the Mobile District
removed the ship from the river and placed it in dry dock for permanent display at the
Tom Bevill Lock and Dam visitor center. The dry-dock location is approximately one-
half mile to the southeast of the project APE. The ship will not be affected directly or
indirectly (visually) by the proposed project.

11



2.2.7 NAVIGATION

The TTW connects the Tennessee River with the Tombigbee River System to provide a
direct waterway suitable for barge traffic from the Tennessee, upper Mississippi, and
Ohio River Valleys, with the coastal port of Mobile, Alabama, along with other areas on
the eastern Gulf Coast.

2.2.8 RECREATION

Approximately 3 million people visit the TTW annually. Aliceville Lake provides access
for fishing, boating, camping, and hunting. Initially 13,000 acres of land was set aside
for development of recreation areas. From these 13,000 acres, seven campgrounds have
been developed. Picnic areas are abundant around the TTW. Since picnicking is popular
year around, several shelters are available for reservation. A nominal fee is charged to
reserve the shelters. If a shelter is not reserved, it may be used on a first come first serve
basis with no fee attached. Many of the picnic areas feature playgrounds, boat ramps,
and waterborne toilets. Many other types of outdoor recreation can be seen while touring
the TTW.

2.29 HAZARDOUS, TOXIC AND RADIOLOGICAL WASTE

In November 2009, the Corps conducted a Phase | Environmental Site Assessment (ESA)
(See Appendix C) at the project site to determine if there is existing or potential
environmental contamination from either present or past releases of hazardous substances
used, stored or disposed of on the property, or on adjacent properties. An interview
concerning recognized environmental conditions and past uses of the project areas were
conducted to identify any known or suspected areas of environmental concern within the
project areas. The following persons were interviewed:

Mr. David A. Brewer, Corps’ Chief, Navigation Branch, TTW and Mr. Barma Glenn of
the Tennessee-Tombigbee Project Office construction inspector: Mr. Brewer and Mr.
Glenn have historical knowledge of the property. They stated that the property has
always been vacant and in its current state.

2.2.10 VEGETATION

The proposed project area is dominated by bald cypress and water tupelo.

3.0 ALTERNATIVES TO THE PROPOSED ACTION

3.1 NO ACTION
With the No Action Alternative, the strong crosscurrent would continue to exist in and
around the area of the upstream lock entrance. The crosscurrent will remain and push

vessels toward the spillway as they enter and exit the lock. This alternative does not
satisfy the purpose and need for this proposed project.
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3.2 GUIDE WALL EXTENSION

The guide wall extension would extend the wall by 300 feet. This alternative is estimated
to be more costly than the current project and does alleviate or correct the crosscurrent
problem. This alternative does not satisfy the purpose and need for this proposed project.

4.0 POTENTIAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS
4.1 BIOLOGICAL AND PHYSICAL IMPACTS

There would be 11.6 acres of the island loss to the dredging. Of this, approximately 7.6
acres of non-wetland terrestrial habitat will be lost and 4.01 acres of jurisdictional
wetlands will be lost (1.71 acres of wetlands and 2.73 acres of waters of the US). Some
of the terrestrial habitat within the two diked disposal areas would be altered due to
deposition of dredged material, but those impacts were considered in the TTW
Supplement to the Environmental Impact Statement (Corps 1982). These impacts would
be confined to the area inside the disposal site. Short-term localized impacts would
include: increased noise during the dredging operation and temporary disruption of
terrestrial habitat within the pipeline corridors that extend from the water to the disposal
area.

4.2 LAND USE

The proposed project does not change land use of the area and is consistent with State,
area wide and local plans and programs for land use in the area. The use of land
subsequent to the proposed project would be in accordance with their present use. No
Federal land managing agency permit is required.

43 CULTURAL RESOURCES AND HISTROIC PROPERTIES

Background research and previous studies found no historic properties within the project
APE. In addition to the background research, a reconnaissance survey was made of the
area by staff archaeologist Joseph Giliberti in September 2009. The entire project area
was inspected by pedestrian survey and photo-documented. River banks were examined
for cultural features or areas of possible buried cultural horizons. Surface areas were
inspected for possible prehistoric or historic sites. Two trenches were excavated across
the highest ground located on the island to be dredged. The trenches were examined in
order to characterize the age and origin of the sediments to confirm or reject the findings
of the geomorphological study.

Survey found the entire island area to be a construct of historically recent alluvium (less
than 100 years in age estimated). The island is currently covered by bottomland
hardwoods, with thin to moderate undergrowth. Much of the area is wetlands as
evidenced by the presence of standing water and wetland plant species. Flooding occurs
regularly based the presence of flood carried material scattered across the land surface.
Examination of the exploratory trenches confirmed the island as consisting of recent

13



alluvium. No areas considered to have potential for historic properties were identified
within the project APE.

The background research and field reconnaissance located no historic properties within
the project APE. The U.S. Snagboat Montgomery, a National Historic Landmark, is
located approximately one-half mile southeast of the project. The Montgomery is
currently dry docked and on permanent display by the Mobile District at the Tom Beuvill
Lock and Dam visitor center. There will be no direct or indirect (visual) affect on this
historic property.

Effects determinations are the responsibility of the lead Federal agency. The Mobile
District has considered the nature of the undertaking and the presence of properties that
may posses the qualities of integrity and meet at least one of the criteria necessary to be
considered eligible for inclusion in the NRHP. Based on the background study and field
reconnaissance, no such historic properties are located within the project APE.
Therefore, the Mobile District has determined no historic properties affected by the
proposed Bevill Cross Current project as per 36CFR800.4(d)(1).

In accordance with the NHPA and implementing regulations at 36CFR800, the Mobile
District must consult the findings of its effects determinations with the State Historic
Preservation Officer (SHPO) and interested Native American Tribes. As such, the
Mobile District provided details of the cultural resources studies to the Alabama SHPO.
In addition, the Mobile District, based on long term relationships with Native American
Tribes of the Southeastern U.S. and the Memorandum of Understanding between the
district and tribes, has identified the Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma, the Mississippi Band
of Choctaw Indians, the Jena Band of Choctaw Indians, and the Chickasaw Nation as
tribes having interest and historic connection to the project area. Based on this
knowledge, the district provided details of the cultural survey to these four tribes. In
addition, the district solicited input concerning potential Traditional Cultural Properties
or areas of interest to the tribes. Finally, the Mobile District invited the tribes to
participate in the review process.

The Alabama SHPO concurred with the Mobile Districts determination of no historic
properties affected by the proposed project via letter dated October 28, 2009. No further
coordination or consultation is required with the SHPO. To date, no tribes have
responded with interest or information concerning the proposed project. Should tribes
respond, the Mobile District will respond appropriately and consider the input as per
36CFR800.

44  FISHERIES

Due to the location of the crosscurrent, there is the possibility that some fish species may
be adversely affected by the proposed project. In a letter from the ADNCR - Wildlife
and Fisheries Division, dated October 27, 2009, stated that the frecklebelly madtom and
crystal darter populations have dwindled, primary because construction and maintenance
of inland waterways have altered and/or destroyed most of the permanent gravel bars that
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these species inhabit. If they are impacted it would be temporary and the Corps would
avoid and/or minimize any impacts to fisheries of the area. Since the project area is
located within the lower reaches of the lake impounded by Bevill Lock and Dam, it is
unlikely that viable gravel bars exist in this depositional reach of the impounded
Tombigbee River.

Other impacts from dredging activities on resident fish populations are expected to be
short-term and temporary in nature. Installation of the rock submerged weirs should
provide beneficial impacts on the resident fish populations based on the benefits of rock
substrate habitat for a number of warmwater fish species and benthic invertebrates.

45  WILDLIFE

During construction, it is expected that wildlife within the immediate vicinity of the work
area would be displaced as a result of increased noise and human activity and the loss of
11.6 acres to TTW wildlife mitigation lands. However, the Water Resources
Development Act (WRDA) of 2000 (Public Law 106-541) authorized the removal of land
from the TTW Wildlife Mitigation Program as necessary for the operation of the project
provided that at least an equal acreage of replacement lands has already been acquired.

Section 301 of WRDA 2000 authorizes the purchase of lands to be used to replace those
removed from the TTW Wildlife Mitigation Program. Appendix D of the Standard
Operating Procedure specifies that the Corps would aim to avoid reducing the reserve of
replacement lands by more than 25%. Removing 11.6 acres by clearing and grubbing
would not reduce the reserve by more than 25%. According to the Corps Columbus
Office, there are currently 371.41 acres that have been removed from the mitigation lands
and 775.52 acres have been added to the reserve of replacement lands. As a result of this
proposed action, the Corps office in Columbus would work to assure that the appropriate
amount of reserve lands are set aside in accordance with established policies to assure
protection of the TTW Wildlife Mitigation land base.

46 ENDANGERED/THREATENED SPECIES

The proposed dredging and disposal action is located within the reported range of several
Federally listed endangered and threatened animal species that are under the protection of
the Endangered Species Act. The species with potential to be impacted by the proposed
project are the red-cockaded woodpecker (Picoides borealis), orange-nacre mucket
mussel (Lampsilis perovalis), Alabama moccasinshell mussel (Medionidus acutissimus),
southern clubshell mussel (Pleurobema decisum), ovate clubshell mussel (Pleurobema
perovatum), heavy pigtoe mussel (Pleurobema taitianum), stirrup shell mussel (Quadrula
stapes), bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus), flat pigtoe (Pleurobema marshallii), and
inflated heelsplitter (Potamilus inflatus).

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) and the Alabama Department of Conservation
and Natural Resources — Wildlife and Freshwater Fisheries Division (ADCNR) both were
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consulted for species information and comments on the proposed project to help in the
preparation of Environmental Assessment (EA).

In a letter dated October 27, 2009, the ADCNR — Wildlife and Freshwater Fisheries
Division indicated that there is the possible presence of the state-protected crystal darter
(Crystallaria asprella) and frecklebelly madtom (Noturus munitus) in the proposed
project area and should be taken into consideration. If state-protected species or mussel
beds are adversely impacted, further consultation with the Division of Wildlife and
Freshwater Fisheries is required. As discussed in Section 4.4, above, it is unlikely that
viable gravel bars exist in the immediate project area that would be affected by the
construction activities.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) has determined the proposed action may
effect but not likely to adversely effect federally listed species and /or their habitat in the
proposed project area. In a letter dated November 3, 2009, the FWS concurred and stated
that they believe that the project will have no effect on the federally listed species in the
proposed project area. The FWS did make a note about the bald eagle being removed
from the federal list of threatened and endangered species and that it was still protected
under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act and the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act
(Eagle Act). If a nest is found, then all recommendations from the National Bald Eagle
Management Guidelines should be applied when implementing the proposed project.

4.7 RECREATION

The proposed project may have a temporary negative impact on local hunting, fishing, or
boating activities, but these activities will benefit long-term because the project will
correct a safety hazard for recreational boaters. Safety requirements would be observed
as required by Coast Guard regulations for the routine dredging program on the TTW.

48 AIRQUALITY

There may be short-term and minimal impacts to air quality in the immediate vicinity of
the proposed project. These impacts would be temporary increases in particulates and
emissions from the dredging equipment. These impacts would subside upon completion
of the work.

4.9 WATER QUALITY
Impacts to water quality that result from the project would be short-term, minor and
reversible. Increased suspended sediments and turbidity would occur during the

execution of the dredging efforts and placement of the riprap weir rock. These conditions
would subside upon completion of the work.
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410 WETLANDS

The wetlands included in the Corps regulatory program are referred to as jurisdictional
wetlands. The wetland functions include retention of flood waters, stabilization of
runoff, reduction of runoff, biomass production, creation of natural firebreaks,
improvement of water quality, provision of habitat for numerous game and non-game
wildlife species, and serving as a buffer between upland and aquatic habitats. While most
of these functions are intangible, wetlands do provide many tangible values, such as flood
protection, hunter/trapper use, and timber production. With the continual decrease in
wetland acreage nationwide, statewide, and in the project area of Bevill Cross Current,
the remaining wetlands take on more value since they are scare resources.

Based on the wetland delineation that was conducted on September 28, 2009 by the
Corps, the existing condition at the project area, a total of 4.01 acres of jurisdictional
wetlands will be lost (1.71 acres of vegetated wetlands and 2.73 acres of waters of the
US). In addition, approximately 7.6 acres of non-wetland terrestrial habitat will be lost as
a result of dredging a portion of this island. To mitigate for the loss of wetlands, the
Corps proposes to use existing owned wetland to areas for mitigation. The Corps plans to
utilize remaining credits for White Slough (located further upstream within the Aliceville
Lake pool) for preservation. White Slough was purchased in 2004 under the Water
Resources Development Act (WRDA) 2000 for wildlife mitigation off the Cut-off of the
TTW and consists of 76 acres of prime bald cypress and tupelo gum habitat. In addition,
the Corps is in the process of acquiring a 326 acre tract (E.S. Miller Tract) near mile
286.5 on Gainesville Lake, Pickens County, Alabama that could be used for preservation.
The Corps office in Columbus would work with Regulatory Division personnel to assure
that the wetlands are mitigated in accordance with established policies.

411 FLOODPLAIN IMPACTS

The proposed project area would be open water sites that are located in the Tombigbee
River. The proposed project activities would not result in adverse impacts to the
floodplain.

4.12 NOISE IMPACTS
There would be no permanent noise impacts associated with the proposed dredging and
disposal actions or placement of the rock for the submerged weirs. Noise impacts would
be temporary, associated with the construction process, and cease upon completion of the
action. As well, the project areas are not subject to noise standards.

413 AESTHETICS

There would be no unacceptable adverse aesthetic impacts associated with the proposed
project activities.
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414 HAZARDOUS, TOXIC AND RADIOLOGICAL WASTE

The proposed project would not result in the generation, transport, treatment, storage or
disposal of hazardous or toxic wastes. The ESA revealed no evidence of recognized
environmental conditions in connection with the Subject Property and, according to EDR,
Inc., no mapped sites were found in EDR’s search of available (“reasonably
ascertainable”) government records either on the target property or within the search
radius around the target property.

415 ECONOMICS
The proposed project would not affect regional economics.

416 PUBLIC SAFETYAND HEALTH
There would be no adverse impacts to public safety and health associated with this
action. The proposed project would by reducing the cross current problems would
provide beneficial effects on navigation safety and the health of those navigating the
TTW.

417 PROTECTION OF CHILDREN

The proposed project would not pose any adverse environmental health or safety risks to
children.

418 ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE

The proposed project would have no disproportionate adverse impacts generated on
minority or low-income populations in the area.

419 CUMULATIVE EFFECTS

There would be no significant adverse cumulative effects posed by the proposed action.

5.0 IRREVERSIBLE OR IRRETRIEVABLE COMMITMENTS

Any irreversible or irretrievable commitments of resources involved in the proposed
action have been considered and are either unanticipated at this time, or have been
considered and determined to present minor impacts.

6.0 COORDINATION

As required by the National Environmental Policy Act, the Corps coordinated this project
with various local, state and Federal agencies. During the early stages of development,
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural
Resources, Alabama Department of Environmental Management (ADEM) and Alabama
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State Historic Preservation Officer were solicited (Appendix A, Coordination Letters) for
their comments and/or concerns regarding this proposed project. Appendix B contains
the public notice while Appendix C contains agency responses to date. Additionally,
water quality certification is being obtained from ADEM and will be located in Appendix
D. Final coordination is ongoing.

Coordination with the general public, as well as a broader group of agencies is being
accomplished by making the Draft EA and 404(b)(1) Evaluation Report available through
means of a joint public notice being placed on the Corps website and mailing to
interested parties and publication of legal notices in newspapers in the vicinity of the
work. The notice was published on December 11, 2009 and informed the interested
parties that a 30-day comment period would begin on the date of publication. The legal
notice described the proposed project and solicited comments on it were published in the
Pickens County Herald, the Tuscaloosa News and the Sumter County Record-Journal.
The legal notices were published on or after December 24, 2009 and also had a 30-day
comment period. Interested parties were further advised that they could obtain a copy of
the draft documents by calling or e-mailing the request to the Corps contact person
identified in the public notice as well as downloading from the Corps, Mobile District
web site: http://www.sam.usace.army.mil/pd/Pd1.htm.
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Figure 2. Project area on aerial (2002) showing location of Tom Bevill Lock and U.S. Snagboat

Montgomery.
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Figure 3. View of Snagboat Montgomery on permanent display in rock-dock at Tom
Bevill Lock Visitor Center, shot from boat launch.
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Figure 4. View of project area looking northwest from boat dock next to U.S. Snagboat
Montgomery.
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Figure 5. View of the island looking west northwest.
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Figure 7. Photo showing cypress and other wetland species on island.
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APPENDIX B
WETLAND DELINEATION
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Wetland Delineation Report
For
The Tom Bevil Cross Current Work

September 28, 2009

Conducted by:

Mr. Joseph Tanko

Birmingham Field Office Project Manager
Mobile District Regulatory Division
US Army Corps of Engineers
218 Summit Parkway #222
Homewood, Alabama 35209
205-290-9096
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Introduction

This report describes the results of a wetland delineation conducted on an 11.6 acre
island located on the lower end of Aliceville Lake just upstream of Tom Bevil Lock and
Dam on the Tennessee-Tombigbee Waterway (TTW) in Pickens County Alabama. The
Tom Bevil Lock and Dam are located at navigation mile 306.8 in Pickens County,
Alabama approximately one mile southwest of the town of Pickensville. Specifically, the
project is located at latitude 33° 21° 96 North and longitude 88° 28” 84” West, Pickens
County, Alabama. The area is comprised of Urbo and Una soils which are classified as
somewhat poorly drained and poorly drained soils respectively

Methodology

The wetland delineation method used followed the procedures outlined in Part IV of
the 1987 Corps of Engineers Wetland Delineation Manual. Sources of information
utilized in this wetland delineation include US Department of Agriculture Natural
Resources Conservation Service 2002 Soil Survey for Pickens County, Alabama, aerial
photographs from Map Quest and Terra Server, the Munsell Soil Color Chart, and US
Geological Survey topographic quad maps.

Summary

One wetland area was found within the project site that is divided by shallow water
bottom. This area(s) is made up of a forested wetland that is dominated by bald cypress
(Taxodium distichum) and water tupelo (Nyssa aquatica). Using a Munsell Soil Color
Chart, the soils of the wetland area indicate a matrix color (moist) of 10 YR 4/2 & 4/3
with a mottling color of 10YR 5/6. The emergent aquatic area (shallow water bottom)
consists of numerous species but is primarily dominated by water lily (Sagittaria
graminea). To determine the area of wetlands on-site, a Trimble GeoXT sub-meter GPS
was used. Information gathered from this GPS unit was incorporated into a map which
shows the approximate location of the wetlands within the project area. Based on the
existing conditions at the project area, a total of 4.01 acres of jurisdictional waters of the
US will be lost (1.71 acres of wetlands and 2.3 acres of waters of the US). In addition,
approximately 7.6 acres of non-wetland terrestrial habitat will be lost as a result of
dredging a portion of this island.
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United States Army Corps of Engineers

S Ay Coeps Mobile District
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Bevill Cross-current
Site, Bevill Lock and Dam
Pickens County, AL

November 10, 2009
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1. Introduction

Suhject s the limitsiiens presented in this section, this Bepont presents the results of o
Phase | Ervironmenial Site Assessment (ESA) of propeny located narth of the Bevill
Lok mned Dam un the west central anea off Alabama near the Mississippi stale line,

The Site is knovan as the Bevill Cross-curremt Site. The river current charssterrsties al
this becation reflect its name. This Sete will be knewn as the Subject Property from here
L

The Subject Propeny is a wooded wninhabited islasd within the river banks of the
Tomblgbee River just porth of Bevill Lock and Dam. The island consisis of
approcdimntely 3 acres of waoded land, 1t does net appenr as if the subject Propeny has
ever Been populated

The seope of this nssessment consisted of n site recannaissanes performed by Mr, Terry
Williams ol the U, 5. Aniy Corps of Engineets Eavironmental and HTRW Section. Thas
site visit was performed on 14-15 Ogtober 2009, Mr, Willians alse conducted o detailed
crvireaimenlal databas: seanch, records review, and imterviews with persons familiar with
the Subject Propery,

1.1. Purpose of ESA

The purposs of an Environmental Site Assessment is o klenlify recognizsed
environmental conditions on o property, os the term is defiped by the Amerbeon Seciety
for Testing ond Moterals s ASTM 1 152705, This Phase | FSA Report wos preparned
in genernl compliance with ASTM E 1327-05, which provides procedural guidance for
satisfying, in pari, ihe Standands and Pructices for All Appropraate Inquiries. However,
1liis Repar B aie napeet of e envienmental due dillgenss asesniinl (6o s provei
awmership and uses of the property consisienl with good commercial or cusiomary
practices,

This Beport may pot addness all the requinements thal may be requited in the users dis
dilipence nssessment of risks associoted with this propeny, including but mot Hinbied wean
eviluation of the relationshap of the purchase price w the fir madet valse considering
site confaminsion, if ony. Disclosures by ihe property seller and any specialioed
krwwledye and experience may wlso be facsors in desermining the exsent of o due
diligence effort.
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1.2, General Site Description

[ Subject Property 15 4 small undahabited (skand that does oot have an addness. 18 has
heen hisioricnlly, remsse, vacant and undeveloped, 1 is wooded and has some ssampy
o, Evidence of wildlife habiiation was observed througho the Subgect Property.

1.3. General Vicinity Description

[l Folloswing are deserplions of lusl and End uss immedisiely slmoen to the Subject
[roperiy:

Thaz entine area surrounding the Subject Propery is the Tombighes Biver.

1.4. Physical Environmental Setting

Thix =ection comtains o descriplion of the physical environmental setting bnsed upon
visuml observaisns, appropriate USGS 7.5 Minwte Tepograplie Maps, and information
prvided in reports genersded by Environmeniol Dain Resources, Ine, (EDR ) of Milford,
Connecticul { Appendix A),

1.4.1, General Topagraphy and Soils

The Subjeet Froperiy s 13 ool above sea level. Thene are vanous types of soul o this
location. EDR Physical Source Summuory [ Appendic A} details the chameteristics of five
different types of leamy ol at the Subject Propeny.

These mnge from sand o silty eloy bo sandy loam and from sell drained o somewlhst
potly irained depending upan the sround the location on the Site. The Subject Property
crmsisis of partially hdric soils

A lvilrie soil 15 2 soil that 15 Biermed under conditions of safumation, locding or pending
lamg envagh during the growing season o develosp anaerobic comditions in the upper part.

1.4.2. Surface Waters and Wetlands
The nearest surface water body is the Temnessee-Tombighee Wateraay which surmands
Siie,

Wistlamds identilied by EDR based on neview of hardeopies of United Stales Fish and
Wildlife Mational Wetland Inveniery (WWT) Magps indicated wetlands in the vicinity of
the Subject Property.

1.4.3. Hydrogeology

The EDE Radios Map did not find hydrogeologic dain within 1,25 miles of the Subject
Prosperty. Howover, the lopographic gradient provided in ihe EDR Radios Map report
indfiented a slope townrds the east which could likely be the direction of groundwater
flow, As stted, ihe Tenn-Tom 'Waterway surrounds the Subject Property,
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ar completeness of such thind party informatian,

Wisual observations related w hasrdous materials or waste on the Subject Property anly
represent conditions af the fime of the site visit,. Mo warranties that the on-site
abservations made during the Phase | Environmental Site Assessment are representalive
af histarical ar future canditions ot the Subiject Praperty,

This Environmental $ite Assessmenl was perfonmed ai the level customary for other
prudent and competent professionals performing such services st the time and place
wilene the services are provaded. Mo other warranty 15 expressed or impled.
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2.5. Publicly Available Maps

The follewing povernmeni-paldished maps of the Subject Properly amd the surmounding
aren were reviewed For informntion relabed io the Subject Properiy’s recognised
eiivironmental comdilions,

2.8. Historical Aerial Photographs

EDR was contracted 1o conducl a search of their aenial photograph collection of the
Bubjen Propeny and the surmounding Propenty, Copies of the serinl phoiopraphs are
ineluded i ihe Appendioes. Informainn obtiimed from the phiogrphs = summanized
in the: fallowing pampraphs

Historical Aerial Photograph dated 1937 (Approximate scale = 1":800): The 1934
aerind photograph depicts the Subject Property a3 an ingide berd point on the Tenmesses
Tombighee Waterway, The Subject Property appears o Hoed prene area ndjucent 10 the
Tombighee River,

Historical Aerial Photograph dated 1948 (Approximate scale = 1":500): The 1549 is
very similag o the 1934,

Historical Aerial Photegraph dated 1952 (Approximate scale = 1790007 | The 1932
shows o change to e Subgect Propeny.

Histerical Aarial Phatograph dated 1960 (Approximata scale = 1":500°); Cn the
1960 aersal photozraph the Subsect Property appears o be partially fhooded.

Histarical Azrial Photograph dated 1972 (Approximata scalo = 1°:500): The 1972
phiotograph shows ilse Subject Property covered with saml

Historical derial Photograph dated 1980 (Approximate scale = 190007 ) The 198
[ﬂ'umgruﬁ wais apparenily tnken after consiroction of the Tennessee: Tombiphee
Waterway, Tho Subgect Property is now susrounded by Bevill Lake.

Historical Aerial Photograph dated 1988 (Approximate scale = varies]: These serinl
phitozraphs shay tee Subpect Propeily & an islad suroamded by tls Waterway.

2.7. Historical Topographic Maps

United States Geological Survey Topographie Map: L5 Geologteal Survey, 7.3
Minute Tepographic Cruadrngbs for Buy Comty, FL and Walion County, FL, were
rewviewed b determing the Subgect Propery’s negiomal iopopraphic chirsiensibcs ilal
may influence potentinl reeognized environmenial conditions that may impact the Subject
Prsperty.
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Hestorical wopogrophse maps af the Subject Propeny and the surrounding Froperiy for the
years 1944 and 1978 were reviewed.  The histarical topographic maps were obinined
from EDR. Copies of the wpagraphic mops are cluded fo the Appendices. Information
htained from the mops is simmarized in the fllowing parmgraphs.

United States Geolegical Survey Historical Topographic Map dated 1544
[Approximate scabe = 17:24000°) The 1974 topopraphic map depicts ihe Subgect
Froperty preor o the comstrction of the Tennessee Tombighee Waterway, The Subject
Property appenrs a flood prane aren adjacent 1o the Tambighee River.

United States Geological Survey Historical Topographic Map dated 1978
{Approximate scale = 1":24000') The 1981 wpographic map depicts the Subject
Troperly as surroundied by the lake ercated by what was then tie Alieeville Lock ol
iam,

2.8. Fire Insurance Maps

Sanbam Fire Insurance an; of the Suhject ]'"rnp:rl'_l.' nnd surmumding Property wene
regquessied Trom EDRE.

[l report certifies that the eomplets holdings of (e Sonkorm Likrary, LLC collection
hove been searched based on the Subject Froperly miormation, and e msurance maps
covering the tarpet property were nod found,

2.89. Environmental Clean-Up Liens and Chain of Title

A search was conducied to determine the availabality of curreni laned tile reconds for
envirommental cleanip liens and ather setivity aml usc lmimtions {AULS), such 2
engineering controls and institutional controls, associated with the Subgect Propery. Ba
envimmmental lien wos identified. No sctivity ond use limitations wene identified for the
Suhject Property.

2.10. Summary Conclusions of Site Records Review

Erformation eblained & part of the reconds review nevealed no reeognieed envinommental
condition has been identified on the Subject Property,

A sl peconpalsance was performned o visnally ofitan information isdicating the

ke la b nl'n:tnpi.'.l:ﬂl. envimmnmental conditions im connection with the Sehjoct
Property. Observaiions made during the slic reeonnaisanee are presented below,

A site reconnaissance was also performed of Propenty surmounding the Suhjpect Property

ured fhee peneral area on foet, Obeervations made dusig e survey are incorporatd imo
area deseriptions provided in preceding paris of this Repor,
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The site reconnaissance and walking survey took place on Oclober 1415, 2009 and was
corrlucied by M. Terry L. Willinma, Photographs taken during the sile reconnnissance
are ineluded in the Appenidiz.
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3. Site Reconnaissance

3.1. Observations of the Property

3.1.1. Property Description

Ihe Subject Properiy is located within the boundary of Bevill Lake along the Temessee-
Tombipbee Waterway, [1 is 0 woaded island that hos been breached by the Wasteraay, It
haas been histoescally uninbabsiod and appears o be populabed by o vanety of sdldlife.

[he Sk is remoie wooded and vaeamt. This siie has been udergenc any vpe of
develapment nngl appears o be i its original wikl stale excepl for some clearing for
seifsy g pairposes.

Mo stmcture are present on the Sabject Property neither does it appear thad there have
ovir been,

Am area of 4,1 ncres has been identified as wetland
Mo debns of any kind was observed on the Subject Froperty.

3.1.2. Observations of Structures on Property
There were no stnsciures ohserved on the Subject Property,
3.1.3. Roads Access

The Swhject Praperiy can only be accessed by water,

314, Hazardous Substances and Petroleum Products Storage Areas
Mo himscloaid saibataiices e abservad on of mear the Sabject Prapemy.

315, Underground Storage Tanks (USTs) and Aboveground Storage
Tanks (ASTs)

There i3 me indication that LIS Ts are present o have ever been locoted onthe Subject

Praporiy,

346, Solid Waste and Waste Disposal Areas

‘There i3 no indication that there ore now or have been waste dispesal arens on the Sehjoo

Pregiery,

34.7. Odors

Mo imisual adors were detected ol any point during the site reconnaissance of fhe Subject
Proqeriy,
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318, Stained Soil, Stained Pavement, and Stressed Vegetation

There was no stined soil, stained pavement ar siressed vegetafion observed during the
site reconnalasance of e Subjeet Property.

315 Pools of Liguid

My poools of ligquid wwere ohserved during the site reconmaissance of the Subject Property
exeepl for ponded waier.

3110, Stormwater and Wastewater

Based on review of sibe maps and the site reconmaizmmee, runell from runlall would

generally fow southeasi toward Bevill Lake
My siewers ar drainage structhures exist in the vicinity of the Subject Property,

3111 Pita Pande, Dilches, | aganne, Caves and Streama

b pits, pond, ditches, lngocms, caves and strenms wene present on the Subject Property.
Harwerwer, a thiere are swampy arcas located on the Subgect Property.

3142 Wells
ter wells are present in the vicinity of the Subject Property,

3.1.13. PCBs and Asbesios
P structures are present on cither of the Subject Propery.

3.2. Observations of Adjoining Property

[l following are deseriptions of knd and land uses immedsately adjacent 1o the Subject
Property.

The Bubsject Property is in a reimote location and (s completely surrounded by the waters
il el Lake.
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4. Information from Interviews

A part of this ESA, individunls were who hod knewbedge of Subject Propemy and who
were Hhought i lsve mlomistbon conceming the pedential lor recogntzed eavironmental
canditions. The: following summarizes information ohtained during the imerviews

4.1. Interviews with Current Owners and Occupants of the
Subject Property

Mr. Diavid A Brewer, Site Marager was inkervicwed in confunciion with the Subject
Properiy,

Mr. Harma Cilenn of the Tennessee-Tombighee Pryject (0iTice construclion mspecior was
interviewed coneeming his historical knowledge of the Subjeet Property,

4.2, Interviews with Parties other than Current Owner and
Occupant

Mo interaews wiih pamies ather than the Sie Manager and the Tennessee- Tombaghes
Project (iTice conatruction inspector werg inlerviewed,

I formntion abtuined from tese discussions ia presened whiers apgropriate thisughou
this Kopor.
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5. Findings

The LI 5. Army Corps of Fngineers hos performed o Phase | ESA m conformance with
the senpe proposed and subject o limilaions deseribed in this Repan, Any exceptions
i, or deletions ram, this pracice sne deserbed otk Limiistbons section of this Report,

5.1. Property Data Gaps

Mo praperty data gaps wene discovered during the prepamtions of the Report for the
Subject Propeny,

5.2, Findings

A Phase | Envirommemol Sile Assessment in conformance with the scope and limitations
of ARTM Pructice F 152705 and E 2247-02 of approximaltely & acres of vacant land
leeated in central western Piekens County, Al

Any exceplions to, or debetions from, this practice are described in Section 1.5 of this
Baporl

Ihis assesamenl s revealed no evidenss of recopnized envimnmental conditions in
connection with the Subject Property and, acconding 1o EDH, Dee., no mapped sies were
found in EDRs search of mvailahle {“reasonnbly nsceriunable™) govemmen| reconds
ither on the targel propery o within the search rdis srowmd the Eeget property,
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Bavill Cross Current
1480 Lock and Dam Road
Carmolloton, L 35447

Inquiry Number: 2609615.25
October 08, 2008

The EDR Radius Map™ Report with GeoCheck®

@Eﬂﬂ‘ Erviranrenal Dsta Fusouaras Inc

P LR
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EDR Histarical Topographic Map Report
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Historical Topegraphic Map
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. Wiew of Site from the River (Facing West)
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" Looking North Through Istand
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APPENDIX E
AGENCIES AND GENERAL PUBLIC RESPONSE
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STATE OF ALABAMA

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES
WILDLIFE AND FRESHWATER FISHERIES DIVISION
64 NORTH UNION STREET, SUITE 567 /
POST OFFICE BOX 301436 Velma ey
MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA 36130-1456
(334) 2423465
FAX (334) 242-3032
www,outdooralabamn.com

BOB RILEY M. N, “CORKY' PUGH
GOVERNOR The mission of the Wildlife and Fresihater Fisheries Division is to DIRECTOR
M. BARNETT LAWLEY manage, profect, conserve, and enhance the wildlife and aguatic resonrces FRED R. HARDERS
COMMISSIONER of Alabama for the sustainable benefit of the people of Alabama. ASST. DIRECTOR
October 27, 2009

Kenneth P. Bradley

Chief, Environment and Resources Branch
U.S. Army Engineer District, Mobile District
Corps of Engineers

P.O. Box 2288

Mobile, Alabama 36628-0001

RE: Tom Bevill Lock and Dam Project
Pickens County, AL

Dear Mr. Bradley:

The Division of Wildlife and Freshwater Fisheries, Depariment of Conservation and Natural
Resources has reviewed your letter dated October 7, 2009 proposing to remove portions of an
existing island and water-bottoms within the Tennessee-Tombighee Waterway to alleviate cross-
current flows above the Tom Bevill Lock and Dam. We offer the following comments below:

« A preliminary review of federally-protected species indicated several federally-
threatened and -endangered freshwater mussels have habitat in the project vicinity, Qur
personnel have indicated the federally-threatened Inflated Heelsplitter Potamilus inflatus
is likely to occur within the impacted area. Activities that increase sedimentation and
water turbidity could have adverse impacts on the Inflated Heelsplitter and other aquatic
species. Please contact the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service regarding potential impacis to
federally-protected species (251-441-5181). Furthermore, the following state-protected
fish species may be adversely impacted by the proposed activities:

Crystal Darter Crystallaria asprella
Frecklebelly Madtom Noturus munitus

Frecklebelly madtom and crystal darter populations have dwindled, primarily because the
construction and maintenance of inland waterways have altered and/or destroyed most of
the permanent gravel bars that these species inhabit. In addition to federally-protected
species listed by the Corps, the possible presence of the crystal darter and the frecklebelly

The Department of Conservation and Natural Resources does not discriminate on the basis of mee, color, religion, nge, pender, national
origin or disebility in its hiring or employment praclices nor in admission to, access 1o, or eperation of iis programs, services, or activities.
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Mr. Bradley
Page2
10/27/2009

madtom should be taken into consideration during the preparation of an Environmental
Assessment and/or other environmental documentation. If a state-protected species or
mussel beds are adversely impacted, further consultation with the Division of Wildlife
and Freshwater Fisheries (334-242-3851) is required.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment. If we can be of further assistance,
please contact this office (334-242-3851).

Sincerely,

A

Matthew D. Marshall
Environmental Coordinator
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STATE OF ALABAMA
ALABAMA HISTORICAL COMMISSION
458 SouTH PERRY STREET i
MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA 361300900

)

FrANK W. WHITE TEL: 334-242-3184
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR October 28, 2009 o Fax: 334-240-3477

Mr. Kenneth Bradley :
Mobile District, COE ;
P. O. Box 2288

Mobile, AL 36628

Re;  AHC 10-0035
Mechanical or Hydraulic Removal of Sediment
Tennessee-Tombigbee Waterway
Pickens County, AL

Dear Mr. Bradley:

Upon review of the above referenced project, we have determined that the: project activities will have no effect
on any known cultural resources listed on or eligible for the National Regist2r of Historic Places. Therefore, we
concur with the proposed project activities.

However, should artifacts or archaeological features be encountered durirg project activities, work shall cease
and our office shall be consulted immediately. Artifacts are objects made, used or modified by humans, These
include but are not limited to arrowheads, broken pieces of pottery or glass, stone implements, metal fasteners
or tools, etc. Archaeological features are stains in the soil that indicate disturbance by human activity. Some
examples are post holes, building foundations, trash pits and even human burials. This stipulation shall be placed
on the construction plans to insure CONLractors are aware of it. i

We appreciate your commitment to helping us preserve Alabama's non-rérewable resources. Should you have
any questions, the point of contact for this matter is Amanda Hill at 334-230-2692. Please have the AHC
tracking number referenced above available and include it with any correspondence.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth Ann Brown
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer

THE STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICZ
\\"J".\'.r\F'f‘ﬂI:r\T:l‘n.!‘lT:‘.
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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
1208-B Main Street
Daphine, Alabama 36526

NOV 0 3 2009

IN REPLY REFER TO:

2010-CPA-0019

District Engineer

Mobile District, Corps of Engireers
P.0. Box 2288

Mobile, AL 36628

ATTN: Ms. Velma Diaz. C ESAMﬁPD-IEI
Dear Sir:

This responds to an October 7, 2009, letter from your office that we received on October 23,
2009, concerning the proposed removal of a portion of the existing islands (15 acres), dredging
of the upper approach, and offsite disposal operations to alleviale cross-current flows above the
Tom Bevill Lock and Dam in the Tennessee-Tombigbee Waterway (TTW). Pickens County,
Alabama. Your correspondence requests information on federally listed species that may be in
the area and feedback on the proposed mitigation.

We believe that the project will have no effect on the [ederally listed species identified in your
letter. Please note that on August 9, 2007, the bald eagle (Haliacetus leucocephalus) was
officially removed from the federal list of threatened and endangered species. However, the bald
eagle is still protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act and the Bald and Golden Eagle
Protection Act (Eagle Act). We recommend that a survey for bald eagle nests be performed on
the islands in question, If a nest is found, then all recommendations from the National Bald
Eagle Management Guidelines should be applied when implementing the proposed project. The
guidelines explain when the protective provisions of the Eagle Act are applicable. and provide
information and recommendations on how to avoid adversely affecting bald eagles, especially -

- during the nesting seasdr. A copy of the docunent, and step-by step auidance ta-help vou
determine if vour project is likely to disturb nesting bald eagles (a pntentlal violation of the Eagle
Act), can be found at the following website;

http:/fwww.fws.gov/southeast/es/baldeagle/index.html,

Habitat on the islands appear to be high quality palustrine forested wetlands, These lands were
previously included as part of the designated TTW Wildlife Mitigation Project, and were to be
protected in perpetuity, The Water Resources Development Act of 2000 does allow for the
removal of mitigation lands if an equal or greater amount of replacement lands has already been
acquired. We request verification that the replacement mitigation lands for thipprejeckare,o ge
RECER)

T www. [ws.gov NUV U4 2“""'5
PHONE: 231-441-5181 |£&E‘EE§%§% perFAX: 251-441-6222
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Ms. Velma Diaz

(L%

same habitat type, and at least of the same quality as those impacted. If they are of lesser quality,
then suitable restoration should be implemented, and additional acreage should be purchased to
offset the temporal loss of wetland functions. We also recommend that the mitigation lands are
located within the same watershed as those impacted.

We look forward to coordinating further with your office on this project and the review of your
Environmental Assessment. For additional discussion, please contact Patric Harper of my staff at
251-441-5857.

Sincerely,

JAHF—

Ar,, William J. Pearson
Field Supervisor
Alabama Ecological Services Field Office
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APPENDIX F
WATER QUALITY CERTIFICATION
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