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WETLAND & ECOLOGICAL CONSULTANTS, LLC
MEMORANDUM

TO: Ted Hicks, Environmental Specialist I
Georgia Transmission Corporation

FROM: Shanna Cahill — Project Ecologist and
Richard W. Whiteside, Ph.D., C.W.B., C.S.E. — Managing Member,

Wetland & Ecological Consultants

DATE: QOctober 11, 2011

SUBJECT: EHijay Roundtop — Phase I - USACE Carters Lake (P79427) 230kV
Transmission Line — Environmental Survey Results

Wetland & Ecological Consultants (WEC) completed a jurisdictional waters delineation and
threatened and endangered species (T&E) survey for Georgia Transmission Corporation
(GTC) within the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) Carters Lake section of the
proposed 230kV transmission line located in Gilmer County, GA on September 29-30, 2011.
The survey corridor was limited to USACE properties, extending approximately 2 miles of a
proposed new right-of-way (ROW) on either side (100 to 300 feet) of the surveyed and
staked centerline of the proposed transmission line. The USACE property for this portion of
the proposed ROW begins south of Tails Creek Road and terminates south of Carters Lake
and north of Oak Hill Road, and also includes two access roads outside of the proposed
project corridor (Figure 1). The survey of the project area was completed to support Phase I
of the Ellijay Roundtop USACE Carters Lake (P79427) 230KV transmission line.

Methodology

In advance of the field delineation and T&E survey, in-house research was conducted using a
combination of available resources, to include a list of federal and state listed species known
to occur within the project area and vicinity and their preferred habitat using the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and Georgia Department of Natural Resources (GDNR)
websitest (Table 1). Prior to the jurisdictional waters field delineation, the following
resources were evaluated: 1) U.S. Geologic Survey 7.5-minute quadrangle topographic maps;
2) USFWS, National Wetland Inventory (NWI) maps; and 3) maps provided by GTC.

ATl habitats within the survey area were evaluated and visually inspected to determine the
presence/absence of T&E species and their preferred habitat. The jurisdictional waters field
delineation was completed using the Routine On-Site Determination Method as defined in
the USACE 1987 Wetlands Delineation Manual? and regional supplement for the Eastern

1 hitp://www.fws.gov/endangered/ and hiip://www.georgiawildlife.com/node/1370 , respectively.

2 Environmental Laboratory. 1987. Corps of Engineers Wetlands Delineation Manual. U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, Washington D.C. 100 pp. plus appendices.
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Envirvnmental Survey Results

Mountains and Piedmont Region3. This technique uses a multi-parameter approach, which
requires positive evidence of three criteria:

¢ Hydrophytic vegetation
e Hydric soil
e Wetland hydrology

Any areas exhibiting the above three wetland characteristics, as well as ponds, lakes,
streams, and tributary systems, were considered jurisdictional waters regulated by the
USACE. Jurisdictional wetland boundaries were marked in the field with pink flagging. The
jurisdictional boundaries were then surveyed with our mapping grade (ie. sub-meter
accuracy) Trimble® Pathfinder® Pro XH Global Positioning System (GPS). Please note that
Federal and State jurisdictional water boundaries identified in the field are not official until
verified by the USACE (i.e., waters of the U.S.) and the Local Issuing Authority (LIA),

respectively.
Results

Jurisdictional Water Features

During the field delineation, WEC personnel observed one perennial stream (Tails Creek,
JWat 2; Photograph No. 1), four intermittent streams (JWat1, JWat 3, JWat 4 and JWat 6;
Photograph Nos. 2-5) and one open water area {Carters Lake, JWat 5; Photograph No. 6)
within the survey area (Figure 2). Photographs of each of these features are provided.

Other Features

WEC personnel also observed corrugated metal pipe roadway drainage culverts on the
access road located within the northern portion of the project corridor (Photograph No. 7).

Protected Species

An observed upland oak-hickory-pine forest along the northern access road within the
project corridor may provide suitable habitat for the Georgia aster (Symphyotrichum
georgianum). The Georgia aster begins to bloom in early fall and continue into mid fall;
therefore, was in bloom at the time of the survey. No Georgia asters were observed during
the survey. Lower slopes with chestnut oak, red maple, hemlock, and white pine were
observed in the mid-northern portion of the project corridor and may provide suitable
habitat for the small whorled pogonia (Isotria medeoloides), which flower from April to
May. Additionally, two areas with mixed pine, chestnut oak and dominated by
rhododendron were observed south of Tails Creek (JWat 2) and south of Carters Lake (JWat
5) and may provide suitable habitat for the sweet pinesap (Monotropsis odorata) flowers
from February to April therefore would not have been in bloom at the time of the survey.
None of these terrestrial species listed above were observed during the field survey. It is
noted that the survey was conducted in the non-flowering period for the small whorled

8 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 2008. Interim Regional Supplement to the Corps of Engineers Wetland Delineation Manual:
Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region, ed. J.5. Wakeley, R.W. Lichvar, and C.V. Noble. ERDC/EL TR-08-30. Vicksburg

MS: U.S. Army Engineer Research and Development Center. 159 PP- plus appendices.
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pogonia and the sweet pinesap, but there are no records for these species in the quarter quad
(southwest quarter quadrangle of the Webb, GA; U.S. Geological Survey 7.5 minute
quadrangle map); therefore, these species are not known or expected to occur within the

surveyed area.

Tails Creek (JWat 2) has the potential to contain the aquatic T&E species listed in Table 1;
however, it is not anticipated that this project will impact this jurisdictional feature. It is
noted that all the streams except the open water (JWat 5) in Gilmer County downstream
from the Georgia Highway 5 Bridge are classified as secondary trout streams, by the GDNR,
which typically requires a 50 foot riparian stream buffer. An aquatic survey of the habitat
was not conducted as part of this survey, as impacts to these habitat features are expected to

be avoided by an aerial transmission line.

Boundaries of jurisdictional waters of the U.S. have not been verified by the USACE. We
recommend regulatory verification prior to the proposed (P79427) 230kV transmission line
if impacts to these features are possible. WEC can assist GTC in the preparation and
submittal of any required permit applications for impacts to jurisdictional waters if needed

and requested.

If you have any question regarding the information provided in this memorandum, please
contact Bichard Whiteside or Shanna Cahill at (770) 591-9990.
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Pawiograph No. 1: View of Tails Crack faciog aast.
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Plotograpli No. 5: View of intermittent stream (JWat 6) facing cast.

Photographs taken September 20-20, 2011
WEC Project No. 02-091407-01

Photograph No. 41 View of intermitteat stream (JWat ¢} facing
northeast.

Photograph No. 6: View of Carter Lake (JWat 5) facing wast.




GTC — Ellijay Roundtop Phase I — USACE Corps Carter Lake Photographs taken Septernber 29-30, 2011
Environmental Survey Results WEC Project No. 02-091407-01

Photograph No. 7:  View of culvert on northern access road faciag
noreh.
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Survey for sofria medeoloides (Small Whorled Pogonia) along Ellijay Roundtop
Road 230LV Transmission Line project site: Gilmer County, Georgia

Surveys conducted:
July 10-July 11 2013

Conducted and prepared by Matt Richards: Conservation Coordinator
The Atlanta Botanical Garden
1345 Piedmont Avenue NE
Atlanta, GA 36309
gnrichards@gﬂantgbgtmﬁcaigag;;lgg_.g;g
404-591-1579 (ph)
404-591-1727 {fx)

Georgia Transmission Corporation
2100 East Exchange Place

Tucker, GA 30084



(B.2.) Survey for Istroia medeoloides (Small Whorled Pogonia) Along Ellijay Roundtop 230kV
Transmission Line project Site: Gilmer County, Georgia Atlanta Botanical Garden (July 10-11,
2013)



Survey for Isohvia medeoloides (Small Whorled Pagania) alang Eilijay Roundisp
Road 230kV Transmissiva Line project site; Gilmer County, Georgia

Surveys conducted:
July 10-July 11 2013

Conducted aud prepared by Matt Richards; Conservation Coordinator
The Atlanta Botanical Garden
1345 Piedmont Avenue NE
Atlanta, GA 30309

richards@ tabotanicalearden.or
404-591-1579 (ph)
404-591-1727 (fx)

Georgia Transmission Corporation
2100 Fast Exchauge Placs

Tucker. G& 30084



i SURVEY FOR SMALL WHORLED POGONIA
ALONG ELIJAY ROUNDTOP ROAD 230KV
TRANSMISSION LINE PROJECT; GILMER CO, GA

Summarys

Georgia Transmission Corporation identified the need to survey for the federally
threatened, Small Whorled Pogounta ({SWP) fsotria medealnides) along the proposed Ellijay
Roundtop Road 230kV Transmission line. Atlanta Botanical Garden was contracted to complete
the survey as they have a great deal of experience in surveying for SWP in the past, working
directly with USDA Fovest Service conducting surveys, providing nofes on habitat management,
and conducting experimental propagation efforls. As the habitat for SWP occurs throughout this
part of Gilmer County, surveys were to be slow and methodical. SWP's typical habitat is that of
late successional mixed evergreen and deciduous hardwood forests, It is most typically associated
with sloping ecotones along the fringes of jurisdictional wetlands, but also has been observed
higher along ridges in more calcium rich soils. The purpose of this project is to determine the
presence or absence of SWP along the project site and buffers. The large majority of wildland
habitat along the project site and buffer included drier ridges with intermittent swales and a few
small jurisdictional wetlands. Du these surveys. no

Pogonia were found 3 o byl g An

proposed 2z30kV Transmission Line site.

Methods:
Surveys were conducted July 10 and July 11, 2013. The life cycle of this species allows for easy

identification of individual plants should SWP be present. Though this species is never
encountered in large population numbers, experienced botanists can confidently identify SWF
from the time of flowering in late May, through the time of fruit dehiscence in October (Figure 1).
in north Georgia, this species most often blooms in late May and early June. However, non-
flowering stems sometimes continue to emerge when favored by moderate temperatures and
above average rainfall as most of north Georgia has experienced this weather pattern through
early surmmer of the survey season in 2013, Flowers are typically small and need not be present
for identification. Given current and recent weather patterns, this survey was conducted well
within the normal range of leaf/ fruit presence and would have made for
eagy identification if SWP occurred in the project area. Due to the small
size of SWP, frequently low population census numbers, and the
commonly encountered habitat type, we conducted siirveys in east-west
transects at approximated 20’ intervals for the length of the proposed
transmission Hine, Areas containing other habirat indicators for SWP

were more methodically surveyed.




| SURVEY FOR SMALL WHORLED POGONIA
ALONG ELIJAY ROUNDTOP ROAD 230KV
TRANSMISSION LINE PROJECT; GILMER CQ, GA |

Figure ; Large individual of Isotria medeoloides with fivuit. This plant did not ocour
on the proposed Ellfjay Raundtop Road 230KV Transmissian line. Photo taken

6/21/2012.

Habitat Assessment

During the current survey, significant efforts were made to identify particular features
that were commonly seen at known Small Whorled Pogonia sites. These included geological
features, soil type, aspect, percent slope, proximity to streams or creeks, and associated canopy
and herbaceous structures. [sotric medevloides is most often found near the base of a late

successional, mixed deciduous, hardwood and evergreen forested stope with an approximate

estumated canopy age of approximately 35-50 years.

Forest Type:
Isotria medeolcides typically occurs in a late successional, even-aged, mixed deciduous hardwood

and evergreen forest with an approximate estimated canopy age of 35-50 years. The most
common associated canopy species includes, young oak and hickory species with the occasional
beech (Fagus grandifolia), tulip-poplar (Liriedendron tuliptfera), sourwood (Oxydendron
arboreum), and sassafras (Sassafras albidum). Other typical canopy spevies include hemlock
{Tsuga canadensis) and white and Virginia pines (Pinus strobus and P. virginianaj. Young red
maple {Acer rubrum) and sweet birch (Betula lenta) are alsc commonly associated with SWP.
The pines and birch indicate a later successional nature of the sites. The mid-story is often
dominated by the presence of mountain-laurel (Kaknia latifolia), white rosebay rhododendron
{(Rhododendron maximum), American holly (Zlex opaca), pagoda dogwood (Cornus alternifolia),
young silverbell (Halesia tetraptera), buffalo-nut (Pyrularia pubera) and sweetshrub
(Calycanthus floridus). Typical herbaceous species at all SWP sites include poison-ivy
{Toxicodendron radicans), hearts a bustin/, {Euonymous americana), christmas fern,
(Polystichtum acrosticoides} and partridgeberry (Mitchella repens), Virginia creeper,
{Parthenocissus quinquefolia) and nearly always, fan club moss (Lycopodium digitatum) and
Indian cucumber-root (Medebla virginiana). Yellow ladyslipper (Cypripedium parviflorum),
and Showy Orchis (Galearis spectabilis) are also found sporadically in these habitats. fsotiia
medeoloides {3 rarely associated with a dry ridge type ecotone of the type that occurs in the survey

area included in this study,
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Geology:

Though the exact tock types were not determined for this survey site. most of this site had few or
no caleiphilic plant species, with the exception of a few isolated northera maiden hair ferns
(Adiantum pedatien) and most areas had lower species diversity in general. Due to the plant
species present, the soil reaction of all sites appeared to range from pH 5-6.5. The O and upper A
horizons, in ecotones where associates occurred, appeared to be were fypically organic and

probably fairty acid. The lower A aad B horizous usually had a textiwre of silty clay loam.

Hydrelogy:;

Most of the surveyed site was conducted along ridgeline, with the occasional swale and a few
widely scattered jurisdictional wetlands. Therefore, moisture levels were those of a mesic forest
where suitable habitat for SWP might occur in lower swales. There were a few jurisdictional
wetlands that intersected the proposed site and buffers. Moisture leveis near these wetland areas
and swales were more favorable for associated species and the potential for SWP and therefore

these maist areas were surveyed more methodically. However, SWP w. found.

Landform:
SWP often occurrs on slopes with northerly aspects (NE-, N-, or NW-facing) that are adjaceut to

stream floodplains, especially, the ecotonal lower portion of the slope where it meets the stream
floodplain. This would be consistent with soils derived colluvially from upslope as well as those
deposited by significant flood eveats. This lower slope also tends to have a more reliably mesic
moisture regime as opposed to ridge line. Few ecotones were encountered during this survey that

warranted a more detailed survey effort. These ecotones included proper aspect, slope, mesic

conditions, and appropriate suite of associated plants.

Surveys:
Surveys took place on July 10-11 2013, Beginning at the north end of the wildland tracts (See

attached PDF, sheet 19), areas were surveyed for SWP starting at the southernmost point of this
(notthern) tract at proposed structure #98 and heading north. A small swale and associated
wetland falls between proposed structures #98 and #97. On the southwestern side of this swale
(JWAT 1) occurs an area of ifterest with associate species. Careful surveys of this microsite
produced no signs of SWP or other key associates (Medeola, Lycopodium, or Tsuga). Following
the proposed center line north tracts (See attached PDF, sheets 16-18), many areas showed typical
forest structure associated with SWP, however there was a4 general lack of key herbaceous
compouents to all areas, as well as no indication of SWP north, through proposed structure #g1.

On the intersection of Lower Tails Creek Rd. and Banks Rd tracts (see attached PDF, sheet 16)
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just morth of propnsed structure £90 one plant of Appalachian Rose Geatian (Saliatia capitata)
was located near an existing structure along the roadside.

Accessing the mid-section of the propased transmission line (see attached PDF sheets 19-21),
surveys began on the south end of this section near the parking lot or the boat access road (off
Hap Holt Rd., sheet 21) at the southernmost proposed structure (# 104) that is to span Carter’s
Lake to the south. One area of significance was found roughly equidistant from the structure and
parking lot, between proposed structures #104 and #103 (see attached PDF, sheet 21). This area
eccurred on 2 gentle slope with many associated species present. Surveys yielded no populations
of SWP, and again lacked key components to the canopy and herbaceous layers. Additional
similar areas of ntevest wete encountered (though on more steep terrain) between proposed
structires #101-102 and also north of propesed structure #99. This arca had typical canopy in the
appropriate age (35-50 years) and many of the commonly seen associate understory species were
present. However, there was a dense understory of mountain laurel on steep slopes and key
compornents of expected understory species were missing (Medeola, Lycopoidium, etc.). No SWP

were seen in this section despite its marginally suitable habitat,

Beginning at the north end of Oak Hill Rd. tracts (see attached PDF, sheets 22-26), surveys were
compteted along the south section of the wildland transects behind the proposed structures and
buffers south to the intersection of Hwy 382. The areas north of proposed structure #106 tracts
(see attached PDF, sheet 22) showed the most positive potential habitat for SWP populations in
this section, however no populations were found. Areas surveyed southward included several
swales (see attached PDF, sheets 23-25) that alsc had some associated species, but again vielded
no populations of SWP, The proposed structures and buffers that would impact the areas
adjacent to Oak Hill Rd. tracts (see attached PDF, sheets 25-26) do not include a typically natural
forest habitat (largely roadside with existing structures preseat). No populations of SWP were

seen, and suitable habitat or associated species were not present.

Conclusions:

Surveys were conducted along transects spaced every 20 feet across the area that would be
impacted by the proposed transmission line. No SWP plants were observed, and there was
limited habitat present that would support this species. The proposed transmission line will not
impact any existing populations of SWP. The conclusion is based on a number of key
observations made during the surveys.

*  No populations of SWP were observed

wl



[{SURVEY FOR SMALL WHORLED POGONIA
ALONG ELIJAY ROUNDTOP ROAD 230KV
TRANSMISSION LINE PROJECT; GILMER CO, GA|

« ahsence of sufficient habitat along wet-mesic slopes with asscciated species.

« Lack of habitat along typically appropriate gentle slopes and floadplains with northern
aspects.

«  Key canapy structural components wece missing, lacgely being the absence of Canadian
Hewmlock {Tsuga canadensis}.

e  Rey midstory components(Kalmia latifolia, Rhododendron maximum) were absent in

most areas.
¢ Key herbaceous camponents (Medeola virginiana, Hupergia lucidulum) were abseat

from all areas surveyed.
s  Absence of additional orchid diversity typically seen with SWP (Galearis spectablilis,
Liparis lififotia) with SWP,
Attachments

" Map Sheets 16-26
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(B.3.) USFWS letter- September 8, 2011



United States Department of the Interior

Fish and Wildlife Service
108 West Park Drive, Suite D
Athens, Georgia 30606
Phone: (706) 613-9493
Fax:  (706) 613-6059

Coastal Sub Office

4980 Wildlife Drive
Townsend, Georgia 31331
Phone: (912) 832-8739
(912} 832-8744

West Georgia Sub Office

P.C. Box 52560

Ft. Benning, Georgia 3{995-2360
Phone: (706) 544-6428

Fax: (706) 544-6419 : Fax:

September 8, 2011

Mr. Ted Hicks

Environmental Specialist IT
Georgia Transmission Corporation
2100 East Exchange Place
Tucker, Georgia 30084

Re: FWS Log Nuthber NG-11-278-Gilmn
Dear Mr. Hicks:

Thank you for your letter regarding Georgia Transmission Corporation’s proposed Ellijay-
Roundtop 230KV transmission ling in Gilmer County. The line would begin shortly south of
Roundtop, cross Carters Lake moving north to US Hwy 76 east of Tails Creek, then proceed east
to Ellijay, crossing both Mountaintown Creek and the Coosawatice River. We offer the
following comments on the project under provisions of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as

amended {16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).

The goldline darter (Percina aurolineata), which is listed as threatened under the Endangeted
Species Act, occurs in Mountaintown Creek and the Coosawattee River at the US Hwy 76
crossings. As you discussed with Fish and Wildlife Service biologist Robin Goodloe on August

At all stream crossings, we recommend the following measures, in addition to State of Georgia
requirements, to minirhize sediment and contaminant transport from the utility right-of-way

ROW) into stream systems:

e Retain existing shrub and other low-growing vegetation at steam crossings, rather than
clearing to ground level, to maintain bank stability. Where crossings have little vegetation
(and the landowner is willing), plant riparian buffers of native shrubs within a 25-100-

foot buffer on the ROW.



» Ifnew stream crossings are necessary for heavy equipment access, use temporary bridges
or fords, rather than culverted crossings that can degrade stream chanmels and block fish
passage.

e Streambanks should be restored to normal contours, stabilized, and planted to native
shrub vegetation after the temporary crossing is removed.

¢ Mow/maintain the powerline ROW on a minimum three-year schedule, where possible
and prohibit use of herbicides or other chemicals within 200 feet of a stream crossing
(unless applying to cut stumps to limit coppice growth).

e Locate all staging areas and equipment maintenance areas at least 200 feet from stream
banks.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this project. Please contact Robin Goodloe at 706-
613-9493 X221 (rebin_goodloe@fws.gov) if you have questions.

s

Sandra S. Tucker
Field Supervisor




(B.4.) Ellijay- Rountop — Phase I USACE Carters Lake (P79427) 230kV Transmission Line-
Environmental Survey Results Eastern Alternative Corblu Consultants (July 22, 2014)
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ECOLOGY GROUP

MEMORANDUM

TO: Ted Hicks, Environmental Specialist Il
Georgia Transmission Corporation

FROM: Matthew W. Otto, CE, WPIT — Project Ecologist and
Richard W. Whiteside, PhD, CWB, CSE — President
Corblu Ecology Group, LLC

DATE: July 22, 2014

SUBJECT: Ellijay Roundtop Alternative Route — USACE Carter Lake Property
230kV Transmission Line — Environmental Survey Results

Corblu Ecology Group, LLC (Corblu) completed a jurisdictional waters delineation and
threatened and endangered species (T&E) survey for Georgia Transmission Corporation
(GTC) within the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) Carters Lake section of the
alternative route for the proposed 230kV transmission line located in Gilmer County, GA
on June 23-24, 2014. The survey corridor was limited to USACE properties, covering
approximately 1.5 miles of a proposed new right-of-way (ROW) on either side (300 feet)
of the surveyed and staked centerline of the proposed transmission line. The USACE
property for this portion of the proposed alternate route begins west of Ridgeway Road
and terminates south of Carters Lake and north of Oak Hill Road (Figure 1). The survey
of the project area was completed to support the alternative route analysis for the Ellijay
Roundtop USACE Carters Lake 230kV transmission line.

Methodology

In advance of the field delineation and T&E survey, in-house research was conducted
using a combination of available resources, to include a list of federal and state listed
species known to occur within the project area and vicinity, and their preferred habitat
using the U.S. Fish and W|Id||fe Service (USFWS) and Georgia Department of Natural
Resources (GDNR) websites' (Table 1). Prior to the jurisdictional waters field
delineation, the following resources were evaluated: 1) U.S. Geologic Survey 7.5-minute
quadrangle topographic maps; 2) USFWS, National Wetland Inventory (NWI) maps, and
3) maps provided by GTC.

All habitats within the survey area were evaluated and visually inspected to determine
the presence/absence of T&E species and their preferred habitat. The jurisdictional
waters field delineation was completed using the Routine On-Site Determination Method
as defined in the USACE 1987 Wetlands Delineation Manual® and regional supplement

1 http://www.fws.gov/endangered/ and http://www.georgiawildlife.com/node/1370 .
2 Environmental Laboratory. 1987. Corps of Engineers Wetlands Delineation Manual. U.S. Amy Comps of
Engineers,Washington D.C. 100 pp. plus appendices.




GTC - Ellijay Roundtop Alternative Route — USACE Carter Lake Property July 22, 2014
Environmental Survey Project No. 02-012014

for the Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region®’. This technique uses a multi-
parameter approach, which requires positive evidence of three criteria:

e Hydrophytic vegetation
¢ Hydric soil
o  Wetland hydrology

Any areas exhibiting the above three wetland characteristics, as well as ponds, lakes,
streams, and tributary systems, were considered jurisdictional waters regulated by the
USACE. Jurisdictional wetland boundaries were marked in the field with pink flagging.
The jurisdictional boundaries were then surveyed with our mapping grade (i.e. sub-meter
accuracy) Trimble® Pathfinder® Pro XH Global Positioning System (GPS). Please note
that Federal and State jurisdictional water boundaries identified in the field are not official
until verified by the USACE (i.e., waters of the U.S.) and the Local Issuing Authority
(LIA), respectively.

Results

Jurisdictional Water Features

During the field delineation, Corblu personnel observed a single jurisdictional water
feature in the alternative route, an open water area (Carters Lake, JWat1; Photograph
Nos. 1 & 2, Figure 2). -

Protected Species

The primary habitat observed throughout the survey corridor was mixed hardwood pine
forest. This habitat was then further divided into dry ridgetop oak-hickory-pine forest and
moist lower slope oak-maple-hemlock forest sub-habitats. Also, a paved access road for
a USACE campground was located within the dry ridgetop oak-hickory-pine forest,
providing an opening within the forest canopy which would be considered suitable
habitat for the Georgia aster (Symphyotrichum georgianum) along the road edges. The
moist lower slope oak-maple-hemlock forest would be considered suitable habitat for the
following threatened and endangered species: 1) small whorled pogonia (/sotria
medeoloides), 2) sweet pinesap (Monotropsis odorata), and 3) starflower (Trientalis
borealis). There was also suitable summer roost habitat for the northern long-eared bat
(Myotis septentrionalis) and the Indiana bat (Myotis Sodalis) throughout the survey
corridor (i.e., exfoliating bark, cavities, and crevices of living and dead trees).

None of the plant species listed above were observed during the field survey. It should
be noted that the survey was conducted during the flowering period for the small whorled
pogonia and the starflower but in the non-flowering period for the sweet pinesap and
Georgia aster. Also, no survey was conducted to determine the presence/absence of
the above listed bats species. However, there are no records of these plant and animal

3 U.S. Amy Corps of Engineers. 2012. Regional Supplement to the Cormps of Engineers Wetland Delineation Manual:
Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region Version 2.0, ed. J. F. Berkowitz, J. S. Wakeley, R. W. Lichvar, C. V. Noble.
ERDC/EL TR-12-9. Vicksburg, MS: U.S. Amy Engineer Research and Development Center.
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species in the projects quarter quad (southwest quarter quadrangle of the Webb, GA,
U.S. Geological Survey 7.5 minute quadrangle map). Additionally, a letter requesting
any additional protected species information within the vicinity of the project area was
submitted to the GDNR’s Natural Heritage Program (NHP). The NHP response letter,
dated March 26, 2012, included no known occurrences of any terrestrial threatened and
endangered species (Appendix A); therefore, these above listed species are not known
or expected to occur within the surveyed area.

Boundaries of jurisdictional waters of the U.S. have not been verified by the USACE.
We recommend regulatory verification prior to the construction of the proposed 230kV
transmission line if impacts to these features are possible. Corblu can assist GTC in the
preparation and submittal of any required permit applications for impacts to jurisdictional
waters if needed and requested.

If you have any question regarding the information provided in this memorandum, please
contact Richard Whiteside or Matthew Otto at (770) 591-9990.
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GTC - Ellijay Roundtop Alternative Route — USACE Carter Lake Property Photographs taken June 23, 2014
Environmental Survey Results Project No. 02-012014

Photograph No. 1: View of JWat1 (C

Photograph No. 2: View of JWat1 (Carters Lake), facing southwest.
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GEORGIA

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

WILDLIFE RESOURCES DIVISION

MARK WILLIAMS DAN FORSTER
COMMISSIONER DIRECTOR
March 26, 2012

Matthew Otto

Project Ecologist

Wetland & Ecological Consultants, LLC
3225 South Cherokee Lane

Bldg 800

Woodstock, GA 30188

Subject: Known occurrences of natural communities, plants and animals of highest priority
conservation status on or near Proposed Ellijay-Roundtop Road New 230 Transmission Line,
Gilmer County, Georgia

Dear Mr. Otto:

This is in response to your request of February 17, 2012. According to our records, within a
three-mile radius of the project corridor there are the following Natural Heritage Database
occurrences:

East End - Ellijay (-84.48790, 34.68449; NAD27):

GA Cambarus coosawattae (Coosawattee Crayfish) approx. 2.0 mi. SE of site in the Cartecay
River

GA Cambarus coosawattae (Coosawattee Crayfish) [HISTORIC?] approx. 1.0 mi. SW of'site
the Coosawattee River

GA Cambarus speciosus (Beautiful Crayfish) approx. 2.0 mi. SE of site in the Cartecay River

GA Cryptobranchus alleganiensis alleganiensis (Eastern Hellbender) approx. 1.5 mi. E of site

US Cyprinella caerulea (Blue Shiner) [HISTORIC] 0.3 mi. W on site in the Coosawattee
River

US Cyprinella caerulea (Blue Shiner) [HISTORIC] approx. 1.5 mi. W of site the
Coosawattee River

GA Macrhybopsis sp. I (Coosa Chub) approx. 2.5 mi. N of site in the Ellijay River

GA Macrhybopsis sp. 1 (Coosa Chub) approx. 2.0 mi. SE of site in the Cartecay River

US Percina aurolineata (Goldline Darter) on site in the Coosawattee River the Coosawattee
River

US Percina aurolineata (Goldline Darter) 0.3 mi. W of site the Coosawattee River

US Percina aurolineata (Goldline Darter) 0.4 mi. E of site in the Cartecay River

US Percina aurolineata (Goldline Darter) approx. 0.5 mi. NE of site in the Ellijay River

US Percina aurolineata (Goldline Darter) approx. 1.0 mi. NE of site in the Ellijay River

US Percina aurolineata (Goldline Darter) approx. 1.0 mi. S of site the Coosawattee River

US Percina aurolineata (Goldline Darter) approx. 1.5 mi. W of site the Coosawattee River

NONGAME CONSERVATION SECTION
2065 U.5. HIGFIWAY 278 S.E. | SOCIAL CIRCLE, GEORGIA 30025-4743
770.18.6411 | PAX 706.857.3033 | WWW.GEORGIAWILDLIFE.COM



US  Percina aurolineata (Goldline Darter) approx. 2.0 mi. SE of site in the Cartecay River
US  Percina aurolineata (Goldline Darter) approx. 2.5 mi. N of site in the Ellijay River
US Percina aurolineata (Goldline Darter) approx. 2.5 mi. SW of site the Coosawattee River
Cartecay River [High Priority Stream] 0.4 mi. E of site
Coosawattee River [High Priority Stream] on site
Ellijay River [High Priority Stream] approx. 0.5 mi. NE of site
Rich Mountain WMA [GA DNR] approx. 2.0 mi. E of site

North End (-84.54959, 34.70965; NAD27):

GA Cambarus speciosus (Beautiful Crayfish) approx. 3.0 mi. N of site in Mountaintown
Creck

GA. Etheostoma brevirostrum (Holiday Darter) approx. 0.5 mi. NW of site in Mountaintown
Creek

GA Etheostoma brevirostrum (Holiday Darter) approx. 1.5 mi. NW of site in Mountaintown
Creek

GA Etheostoma brevirostrum (Holiday Darter) on site in Mountaintown Creek

US Percina aurolineata (Goldline Darter) approx. 0.5 mi. NW of site in Mountaintown Creek

US  Percina aurolineata (Goldline Darter) approx. 0.5 mi. SE of site in Mountaintown Creek

US  Percina aurolineata (Goldline Darter) approx. 1.0 mi. SE of site in Mountaintown Creek

US Percina aurolineata (Goldline Darter) approx. 1.5 mi. NW of site in Mountaintown Creek

US  Percina aurolineata (Goldline Darter) approx. 3.0 mi. N of site in Mountaintown Creek

Mountaintown Creek [High Priority Stream] on site

NW End (-84.60924, 34.68719; NAD27):

US Percina aurolineata (Goldline Darter) approx. 2.0 mi. SE of site in the Coosawattee River
Chattahoochee National Forest [U.S. Forest Service] approx. 1.5 mi. NW of site
Coosawattee River [High Priority Stream] approx. 3.0 mi. SE of site
Coosawattee WMA [GA DNR] on site

SW End (-84.56549, 34.59216; NAD27):
Coosawattee WMA [GA DNR] approx. 2.0 mi. W of site

* Entries above proceeded by “US” indicates species with federal status (Protected, Candidate or
Partial Status). Species that are federally protected in Georgia are also state protected; “GA”
indicates Georgia protected species.

Recommendations:

We have records of two federally listed species, Cyprinella caerulea (Blue Shiner) [HISTORIC]
and Percina aurolineata (Goldline Darter) and one state-listed species, Etheostoma brevirostrum
(Holiday Darter) within the project corridor. The Endangered Species Act states that taking or
harming of a federally listed species is prohibited. We recommend all requestors with projects
located near federally protected species consult with the United States Fish and Wildlife Service.
For southeast Georgia, please contact Strant Colwell (912-265-9336, ext.30 or
Strant_Colwell@fws.gov). In southwest Georgia, please contact John Doresky (706-544-6999

IR 13924



or John Doresky@fws.gov). In north Georgia, please contact Robin Goodloe (706-613-9493,
ext.221 or Robin Goodloe@fws.gov).

In order to protect aquatic habitats and water quality, we recommend that all machinery be kept
out of creeks during construction. Streams should not be culverted/forded to allow equipment
access during construction or for future ROW maintenance. Further, we strongly advocate
retaining at least a 25-foot vegetative buffer between each stream bank and the closest power
pole, and allow this buffer to regenerate to shrub-scrub growth after the line is installed (if the
landowner is willing). We realize that some trees may have to be removed, but recommend that
shrubs and ground vegetation be left in place. Wider buffers may be needed for projects where
land slopes sharply toward the stream being crossed. We also recommend that stringent erosion
control practices be used during construction activities and that vegetation is re-established on
disturbed arcas as quickly as possible. Silt fences and other erosion control devices should be
inspected and maintained until soil is stabilized by vegetation. Please use natural vegetation and
grading techniques (e.g. vegetated swales, turn-offs, vegetated buffer strips) that will ensure that
the project area does not serve as a conduit for storm water or pollutants into the water during or
after construction. These measures will help protect water quality in the vicinity of the project as
well as in downstream areas.

Keep in mind that this project crosses two high priority streams. As part of an effort to develop a
comprehensive wildlife conservation strategy for the state of Georgia, the Wildlife Resources
division developed and mapped a list of streams that are important to the protection or
restoration of rare aquatic species and aquatic communities. High priority waters and their
surrounding watersheds are important for aquatic biodiversity conservation, but do not receive
any additional legal protections. We now have GIS ESRI shapefiles of GA high priority waters
available on our website (http://www.georgiawildlife.com/node/1377). Please contact this office
if you would like additional information on high priority waters.

Disclaimer:

Please keep in mind the limitations of our database. The data collected by the Nongame
Conservation Section comes from a variety of sources, including museum and herbarium
records, literature, and reports from individuals and organizations, as well as field surveys by our
staff biologists. In most cases the information is not the result of a recent on-site survey by our
staff. Many areas of Georgia have never been surveyed thoroughly. Therefore, the Nongame
Conservation Section can only occasionally provide definitive information on the presence or
absence of rare species on a given site. Our files are updated constantly as new information is
received. Thus, information provided by our program represents the existing data in our
files at the time of the request and should not be considered a final statement on the species
or area under consideration.

If you know of populations of highest priority species that are not in our database, please fill out
the appropriate data collection form and send it to our office. Forms can be obtained through our
web site (http://www.georgiawildlife.com/node/1376) or by contacting our office. IfI can be of
further assistance, please let me know.

IR 13924



Sincerely,

Katrina Morris
Environmental Review Coordinator

Data Available on the Nongame Conservation Section Website

*  Georgia protected plant and animal profiles are available on our website. These accounts cover basics like
descriptions and life history, as well as threats, management recommendations and conservation status.

Visit http://www.georgiawildlife.com/node/2721.

* Rare speciés and natural community information can be viewed by Quarter Quad, County and HUC8
Watershed. To access this information, please visit our GA Rare Species and Natural Community

Information page at: http://www.georgiawildlife.com/conservation/species-of-concern?cat=conservation.

® Downloadable files of rare species and natural community data by quarter quad and county are also

available. They can be downloaded from: htip://www.georgiawildlife.com/node/1370.
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(B.5.) Biological Evaluation (Bat Surveys) Ellijay —Roundtop T/L and Roundtop SS, Elijay Gilmer
County, Georgia, Terracon Consultants, (August 15,2014)
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August 15, 2014

Georgia Transmission Company
2100 East Exchange Place
Tucker, GA 30084-5336

Attn:  Ms. Dana Heil — Environmental Regulatory Compliance Coordinator
P: [770]270-7983
F: [770] 270-7529
E: dana.heil@gatrans.com

Re: Biological Evaluation
Ellijay — Roundtop T/L and Roundtop SS
Ellijay, Gilmer County, Georgia
Terracon Project No. 49147077

Dear Ms. Heil:

Terracon Consultants, Inc. (Terracon) is pleased to submit this biological evaluation (BE) report
detailing the results of field studies for federally endangered and proposed endangered bat
species at the above referenced site. This work was performed in general accordance with the
scope of services outlined in Terracon Proposal No. P49140034 dated March 12, 2014. This
report has been prepared for the exclusive reliance of Georgia Transmission Company (GTC)
and the Rural Utilities Service (RUS). Use or reliance by any other party is prohibited without
the written authorization of the GTC and Terracon.

We appreciate the opportunity to provide services to GTC and RUS. If you have any questions
concerning this report, or if we can assist you in any other matter, please call our office at 770-
623-0755.

Very truly yours,
Terracon Consultants, Inc.

Emily Kosmalski Jim W, Baxter, MFR
NEPA Group Manager Senior Ecologist

Terracon Consultants, Inc. 2855 Premiere Parkway Duluth, Georgia 30097
P [770] 623-0755 F [770] 623-9628 lerracon.com

Geotechnical = Environmental ] Construction Materials a Facilities
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1.0 Introduction

GTC is proposing to construct a new 17 mile electric transmission project in the vicinity of
Ellijay, Gilmer County, Georgia. The lead federal authority for the project is the United States
Department of Agriculture (USDA) Rural Utilities Service (RUS) who is required to complete an
environmental analysis of the project. As a condition of the National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA), an Environmental Assessment (EA) is being prepared to address the potential for
significant environmental impacts as a resuit of the proposed action. Compliance may require
consultation with the United States Fish and Wildlife (USFWS) in accordance with Section 7 of
the Endangered Species Act (ESA). As a condition of Section 7 of the ESA, potential impacts to
federally listed species must be addressed. This BE addresses applicable listed species and
provides a preliminary effect conclusion to be submitted to the USFWS.

The purpose of our services is to determine whether the proposed construction of the
transmission line and substation may affect the Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), gray bat (Myotis
griscescens), and/or Northem long-eared bat {Myotis septentrionalis). Services were conducted
utilizing the January 2014 Range Wide Indiana Bat Summer Survey Guidelines (2014
Guidelines) as detailed by USFWS. The report will be submitted to the USFWS Athens
Ecoiogical Services Field Office for concurrence based on the results of a detailed habitat
survey, acoustic surveying, and mist-netting activities performed at the site from mid April 2014
to early June 2014.

1.1 General Site Description

The site consists of an approximate 17-mile corridor that is proposed for the construction of a
transmission line and substation. Approximately 14 miles of the corridor is road side with
generally a 30-foot right of way on country roads that expands to as much as 100 feet on
densely wooded minor roads. Approximately 3.25 miles of the corridor is undeveioped wooded
land (cross-country) and open land with a 100-foot wide proposed cleared easement that
expands to 125 feet wide near a proposed crossing at Carters Lake. The corridor begins on the
west end of downtown Ellijay at an existing substation and extends generally in a westerly
direction following Tails Creek Road. At the intersection of Lower Tails Creek Road the corridor
turns south extending past Banks Road until entering the undeveloped (cross country) portion of
the site. This area extends for approximately 3.25 miles, crossing Carters Lake before entering
another road side portion along Oak Hill Drive. Additional roadside portions include Bames
Mountain Road and Knight Road to the south before intersecting Roundtop Road and heading
south to a proposed substation location just north of the existing Carters Dam Nelson 230 KV
transmission line easement. The corridor terminates at the proposed Roundtop substation. A
site topographic map (Exhibit 1/1A) and site aerial location map (Exhibit 2/2A) have been
attached to this report illustrating the approximate location of the site.

In order for a successful connection from the downtown Ellijay substation to the existing Carters
Dam Nelson transmission easement to the south, the project must cross through an undisturbed
3
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wooded area and across Carters Lake. The location of the lake crossing has been placed in a
relatively narrow area of the water body with larger portions of the lake located to the west. The
road side portion of the proposed easement generally only proposes a 30-foot right of way for
most of the corridor and a majority of this area is open landscaped land along with adjacent
commercial and residential development. Minimal impacts to the environment are expected for
this area of the project. Proposed construction and conservation measures will be discussed
following a habitat and species evaluation of the site.

An alternative crossing of the lake was also studied at the request of the United States Army
Corps of Engineers (USACE). The location of this crossing is illustrated and Exhibits 1/1A and
2/2A.

2.0 Protected Species Review

Two federally protected bat species and one federally proposed endangered bat species have
been identified as potentially occurring in the vicinity of the project site. The species of concemn
are the federally endangered Indiana bat and gray bat, and proposed endangered Northern
long-eared bat. A brief description of each species is as follows:

Indiana Bat
The Indiana bat is a small dark gray to brownish black bat that is normally less than two inches

in length. This Myotis species has a pinkish nose, small hind feet with few short hairs that do
not extend beyond the toes, and a calcar (the spur extending from the ankle) that has a slight
keel. Its hair is less glossy in appearance than that of little brown bats. Limestone caves with
stable temperatures in the high 30s to mid40s Farenheit (F) are preferred as hibernacula.
Roosting and foraging takes place in hardwood and mixed hardwood-pine forests during the
summer months, primarily in riparian and floodplain areas as well as adjacent coves and hillside
forests. Trees with exfoliating bark and snags (dead trees) with loose, peeling chunks of bark
and/or crevices and holes are utilized for roosting.

Gray Bat
The gray bat is the largest Myotis species found in the eastern United States generally

averaging three to four inches in length. Fur is appropriately a gray color and usually wooly.
Two specific characteristics of this bat are that it is the only Myotis with the wing membrane
attached to the ankle (instead of at the base of the toe), and the only bat in its range with dorsal
hair that is uniform in color from base to tip. Cave hibemation requires very specific
temperatures normally from the low 40s to low 50s F. Summer caves must be warmer and
close to rivers or lakes for feeding areas.

Northern long-eared bat

The northern long-eared bat is small to medium sized (generally around three inches in length),
but has a much larger wingspan than other bats in eastern United States. This species is a light
brownish color with wooly fur and is most often distinguished from other Myotis by its long ears.

4
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As with Indiana and gray bats, the northern long-eared bat requires caves with stable
temperatures for hibernation, although temperature range can vary more than the other two
species. Summer roosting and foraging is similar to the Indiana bat; however, this species also
more commonly utilizes ridgelines and hilly areas as well as riparian areas. Trees with
exfoliating bark and snags (dead trees) with loose, peeling chunks of bark and/or crevices and
holes are utilized for roosting.

A habitat survey has been conducted for all three species described above; however, a greater
focus has been placed on the Indiana and northern long-eared bat due to specific foraging and
roosting habitat characteristics being defined for these species. The gray bat forages in similar
habitat, however, roosting takes place in caves and underground karst areas and no
hibemacula was identified on or in the vicinity of the project site.

3.0 Habitat Survey

Terracon’s habitat survey was performed by Mr. Jim Baxter (Terracon Senior Ecologist). Mr.
Baxter is experienced in eastern Piedmont habitat types and has performed numerous tree
surveys/timber cruises throughout the southeast identifying all tree-types in hardwood and
mixed hardwood-pine forests. The survey was conducted from April 10 until May 1, 2014 with
the summer forest canopy returning toward the end of the survey.

3.1 Methods

The habitat survey was performed in accordance with the 2614 Guidelines. Interim guidance for
the northern long-eared bat is available; however, the Indiana bat guidelines were utilized for
this species as well due to habitat characteristics in this particular range being very similar. The
guidelines define suitable summer habitat as a wide variety of forestediwooded habitats where
roosting and foraging may take place. Non-forested habitat such as wetland areas, wood lines,
fence lines, and edges of agricultural fields may also qualify as travel corridors. Preferred tree
species characteristics include exfoliating bark, crevices, cracks, etc. with a diameter breast
height (dbh) of five inches or greater (three inches or greater for the northern long-eared bat).
Wooded areas may be somewhat dense; however, open corridors that provide access to
feeding in riparian and floodplain areas are necessary for travel purposes.

For the purposes of this habitat survey, the site was first split into two sections, the roadside
portion of the corridor and the undeveloped cross-country portion of the corridor. These two
categories were further split into the following (see Exhibits 22/22A) with the following sections
illustrated and separated by red brackets):
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Roadside Corridor Sections:

= Tails Creek Road
Lower Tails Creek Road/Banks Road
QOak Hill Drive
Barnes Mountain Road/Knight Road
Roundtop Road

Cross Country Corridor Sections:
m Banks Road CC

Carters Lake North

Carters Lake South

Barnes Mountain Road CC

Roundtop Road SS

All roadside sections were observed by walking generally along the proposed easement and
detailing habitat characteristics thoroughly. Specific characteristics for observation included tree
species type and size, bark characteristics, forest canopy and mid-story density, riparian and/or
floodplain areas, flight corridors, and potential roost trees in open areas. Potential mist-netting
sampling sites were identified based on the above listed features and total amount of suitabie
habitat identified. A survey data sheet was completed for potential sampling areas (see
attached survey data sheets).

The cross-country sections were observed by walking the proposed easement and identifying
similar characteristics as mentioned above. Data points were collected approximately every 500
feet to identify overall forest characteristics of the area, and potential mist-netting sites were
recorded based on identifying the characteristics listed above in the roadside section. A survey
data sheet was completed for each potential mist-netting site as well as each data point
collected. All data points were collected within the 100-foot right of way proposed easement on
the cross country section. Data sheets for sampling sites within the cross-country section are
provided at the end of this document. Additional data sheets for overall forest characteristics
and some areas of non-suitable habitat were completed and are available upon request.

The attached Exhibits 3 through 21 display the survey corridor on aerial imagery. It should be
noted that access was not granted to areas shaded red on the exhibits, and a field inspection of
those properties has not been conducted. A majority of these areas are within wooded areas of
the cross country portion of the site and are being considered suitable habitat to be added to the
entire linear footage of suitable habitat on the site.

3.2 Roadside Corridor
Tails Creek Road

The Tails Creek Road portion of the site includes an approximate eight mile stretch of roadside
corridor extending west from downtown Ellijay to Lower Tails Creek Road where the corridor

6
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shifts south. Numerous land cover types were observed along this portion of the site which is
the longest portion of the roadside sections. Stands of mature hardwood and hardwood-pine
forest were identified in extended areas along the road as well as many small fragmented
forested areas that were identified as non-suitable. Steep hillsides within the corridor were also
identified displaying young pine stands and thick hardwood trees less than five inches in
diameter that have recently grown in a disturbed area. Other non-suitable habitat identified in
this section includes stretches of open pastureland, commercial and residential development,
and cleared land. The corridor crosses two major creek channels in Mountain Town Creek and
Tails Creek, and also runs parallel to a smaller perennial stream at the east end of the section.
A few other low areas were identfied but were not observed as riparian in nature. Overall
suitable habitat for the Tails Creek Road section is considered minimal.

Lower Tails Creek Read/Banks Road

This section of the roadside corridor extends south approximately 0.8 miles along Lower Tails
Creek Road and a small portion of Banks Road before entering the undeveloped cross country
portion of the site. The corridor along the north end of the section is within a residential area
and then enters a roadside mixed hardwood-pine forest until turning southeast at the cross
country section. A majority of the proposed easement is outside or just within the forested area
of this section with few favorable habitat characteristics observed. A few small trees with
exfoliating bark or crevices were observed, but no larger frees (greater than 10 inches dbh)
displays potential prime roosting characteristics were observed. Qverall suitable habitat for the
Lower Tails Creek Road section is considered minimal to almost none.

Qak Hill Drive

This section of the roadside cormridor is a gravel and dirt road that is primarily utilized by a
logging company in regards to harvesting activities associated with a Virginia pine stand. The
section begins at a former camping area just south of Carters Lake and extends south for
approximately two miles where it intersects Highway 382 and enters the Bames Mountain Road
CC section. The north end of the Oak Hill Drive section was observed generally foliowing a dirt
road within the forest until reaching a USACE gate. Forest characteristics in this area were
observed as a mature hardwood forest with some trail roads and cpen areas that may act as
flight corridors. No riparian areas were observed with exception to Carters Lake further to the
south; however, a low hardwood cove area was observed just below a trail road near the north
end of the section.

The south end of the Oak Hill Drive section (south of the USACE gate) also extends generally
through a forested area adjacent to a gravel road; however, the forest was observed as an
extremely dense Virginia pine (Pinus virginiana) stand. Terracon observed the entire corridor in
this area very thoroughly to confirm habitat characteristics. Canopy closure was observed as
extremely thick with a very thick mid-story as well due to the lower trunk branches occurring on
the Virginia pine species. The shaded conditions have also resuited in limited hardwood growth
in the area with very few species greater than five inches dbh observed. No dead pine trees or
any hardwood trees displaying favorable roosting bark characteristics were observed throughout
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this stretch, and no riparian areas or flight corridors leading to areas of suitable habitat were
observed. Furthermore, a timber company owns this area and frequent disturbance occurs from
logging activities. Overall suitable habitat for the Oak Hill Drive section is considered very

minimal.

Barnes Mountain Road/Knight Road
This section of the roadside corridor begins just south of the Barnes Mountain Road/Highway

382 intersection where the corridor emerges from a small cross country tract known as Bames
Mountain Road CC. The roadside corridor follows Barnes Mountain Road from approximately
0.6 miles of primarily residential and open land. A few small sections of forest are located in the
area, but these patches are fragmented and no more than 100 linear feet in length. The corridor
shifts further to the south at the Knight Road intersection and continues for approximately one
mile until reaching Roundtop Road. No mature forested areas were observed along Knight
Road which is largely residential with a young planted pine plantation encompassing the
remainder of the corridor along this road. No potential roosting trees or matemity colony trees
were observed within the sparsely vegetated or residential areas aiong Bames Mountain Road
and Knight Road. One wooded section along each road was identified as suitable habitat in the
form of hardwood forest extending approximately 400 feet at each location; however, the
corridor only enters the forest in limited locations and suitable sampling locations were not
observed. Overall suitable habitat for the Bames Mountain Road/Knight Road section is

considered minimal.

Roundtop Road
The southernmost portion of the roadside comidor is the Roundtop Road section which extends

south from Knight Road for approximately 0.8 miles until the corridor terminates at a proposed
substation location just north of the Carters Dam power easement. Portions of the Roundtop
Road section were observed as similar to Barnes Mountain Road in being residential, and two
forested areas were observed that were determined to consist of low guality suitable habitat.
No riparian corridors or flyways were observed in these areas which consisted of thick
hardwood forest, and more desirable sampling locations are provided in other portions of the
corridor. Overall suitable habitat for the Roundtop Road section is considered very minimal to

almost none.

3.3 Cross Country Corridor

Banks Road CC
This section begins the cross country portion of the corridor where the proposed easement

shifts southeast off of Banks Road into an undeveloped forested area. A dirt road is located
near the corridor for portions of this segment; however, the entire section can be considered
undeveloped. An open field area was observed on the east side of the corridor with large
potential roosting trees on the west side within the forest, and a riparian area with a creek
channel further to the south. A data point was collected approximately every 500 feet to detail
overall forest characteristics (see attached survey sheets). Overall forest characteristics can be
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summarized as a mature mixed-hardwood pine forest with moderate canopy coverage and a
somewhat open understory throughout. The end of this section is at a steep ridgeline
approximately 0.7 mile from the easement leaving Banks Road. Overall suitable habitat for the
Banks Road CC section is considered moderate.

Carters Lake North

The end of the Banks Road CC section marks a location where access was not granted for
approximately 0.4 miles of the cross country stretch. The Carters Lake North section begins
near survey marker #101 and extends approximately 0.5 miles south until reaching the lake.
The area was surveyed up to 200 feet from the high water mark of the lake as this portion of the
corridor has been designated as a protected vegetative buffer zone. The area displays the
steepest topography of the entire corridor with one riparian zone located in the area. Data
points were collected approximately every 500 feet to detail overall forest characteristics which
not surprisingly are extremely similar to the Banks Road CC section. Boat Ramp Road is
crossed near the south end of this section with two open grassy areas before the corridor nears
a ridge top above Carters Lake. The corridor descends down a steep hill ioward the lake at that
point. Overall suitable habitat for the Carters Lake North section is considered moderate.

Carters Lake South

The corridor crosses Carters Lake and remerges into a similar mixed hardwood-pine forest on
the south side of the lake. This area was observed as very steep with some large hardwood
trees and extending approximately 2,000 feet before entering the Oak Hill Drive roadside
section. No open areas that could act as flight comridors were observed in the area; however,
the understory was observed as moderately open in one area with a few larger cak species
displaying exfoliating bark. In the same manner as the Carters Lake North section, the area
within 200 linear feet of the high water mark of the lake has been designated with a protected
vegetative buffer. Overall suitable habitat for the Carters Lake South section is considered
moderate.

Barnes Mountain Road CC

This section of the cross country portion of the corridor includes a small tract of land just south
of the Oak Hill Drive/Highway 382 intersection. The corridor follows this patch of wooded land
before entering the Barnes Mountain Road CC. Only one data point was recorded in this
section due to the smaller length; however, the area displays a mature mixed hardwood-pine
forest. The only large shagbark hickory with exfoliating bark was observed near the data point
as well as numerous large white oaks with exfoliating bark and some large snags. The canopy
is well closed in this forested area and the understory is very open with little vegetative
competition. Overall suitable habitat for the Barnes Mountain Road CC section is considered
moderate.

Roundtop Road SS
The final forested area of the site consists of an approximate three acre tract where a substation
is proposed at the south end terminating point of the site. A majority of the area was observed
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as thick hardwood forest with an open/cleared area near the east end of the tract at Roundtop
Road. A high number of chestnut oaks (Quercus prinus) were observed throughout the area, a
characteristic not common throughout other forested areas of the site. Prime suitable habitat
characteristics such as roosting trees, riparian areas, and flight corridors were not observed.
The area is borderline defined as a roadside section with Roundtop Road and an existing power
easement adjacent to the east and south. Overall suitable habitat for the Roundtop Road SS
section is considered minimal. The location is designated as RRSS on Exhibit 21.

3.4 Summary

Of the five sections of both the roadside and cross country portions of the site, approximately
6.0 miles (9.6 kilometers) of suitable habitat was observed. A majority of the suitable habitat is
located along the cross country portion of the corridor as expected with limited patches of

desirable forested land on the roadside corridor. A habitat summary table is provided below.

Habitat Survey Results Table Summary

Roadside Corridor Sections | Suitable Habitat Non-Suitable Habitat
Tails Creek Road Minimal wooded land in|Open land along with
areas, good riparian corridor | substantial commercial and

residential development

Lower Tails Creek/Banks Road | Very minimal Primarily non-suitable outside
of forested area

Oak Hill Drive Very minimal Thick Virginia pine dominates

Barnes Mtn./Knight Road Minimal a few small sections | Primarily open field and some
of wooded land residential development

Roundtop Road Very minimal to almost none | Open land and residential

Cross Country Sections

Banks Road CC Moderate with established | Some open areas as well as

mixed hardwood pine and a
few potential roost trees

dirt road corridors

Carters Lake North

Moderate with very steep

A few very thick forest

topography patches that are not suitable
Carters Lake South Moderate with very steep |A few very thick forest
topography patches that are not suitable

Barnes Mountain Road CC

Roost trees identified with an
established old growth forest

N/A — a majority of this section

is suitable; however, no
riparian areas or flight
corridors

Roundtop Road SS

Minimal

Thick hardwood that is young
aged adjacent to a developed
area
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Based on the 2014 Guidelines a total of 40 net nights (10 sampling sites) were completed to
address 9.6 kilometers of suitable habitat. A meeting with USFWS took place following the
habitat survey and the agency approved the amount of suitable habitat designated as well as
the implementation of 10 mist net sampling sites. As a regional condition, acoustic surveys
were requested to be conducted in conjunction with the netting sites. Based on this information,
a sampling plan was drafted by Mr. Drew Carson of Power Engineers, Inc. (POWER) and
approved by USFWS.

4.0 Mist Netting and Acoustic Sampling Activities

Mist netting and acoustic surveying activities were conducted at the site by Mr. Drew Carson of
POWER during May and June 2014. As stated in Section 3.0, a total of ten sampling sites were
selected based on the resuits on Terracon's habitat survey utilizing the methods outlined in the
2014 Guidelines. The location of each sampling site is approximated on Exhibit 2. The
locations are also plotted on Exhibits 3-21 (locations not on all maps) with the latitude and
longitude. A few of the survey locations were shifted slightly outside of the proposed easement
corridor in order to place nets in a more desirable area to catch bat species. These locations
were updated throughout the survey with the information provided and approved by the
USFWS. A Draft Bat Mist Net Survey report was provided to Terracon on July 8, 2014 with an
updated final version (based on USFWS comments) provided on August 15, 2014. The
following paragraphs briefly summarize the methods and results of the survey. Further details
of the study can be found in the attached report. Results from the aiternative route requested
by the USACE are also further discussed in the attached report.

Mr. Carson’s mist netting sampling method consisted of placing two nets at each location for
two nights resulting in four net nights per location and 40 overall net nights as required.
Acoustic Anabat SD2 detectors were utilized each night at least 200 feet from the netting
locations. Collected calls were downloaded and processed utilizing EchoClass 2.0 and BCID
East acoustic sofiware analysis.

The mist net survey resulited in the capture of 28 bats with at least one bat caught at each
sampling location (with exception to TCR-1 where no bats were captured). The dominant
species captured was the red bat (Lasiurus borealis) with a fotal number of 19 individuals.
Additional species captured include the big brown bat (Eptesicus fuscus), tri-colored bat
(Perimyotis subflavus), and evening bat (Nycticeius humeralis). No Indiana, gray, or Northem-
long eared bats were captured.

Acoustic survey results generally identified calls from mist net captured species as well as a few
other non-endangered species such as the hoary bat (Lasiurus cinereus) and silver-haired bat
(Lasionycteris noctivagans). A few gray bat calls were identified as well. The BCID software
identified one potential Indiana bat call at the TCR-6 location; however, the call was not
identified by the EchoClass 2.0 software.
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Final results of the study concluded that while suitable habitat is located on a portion of the site,
future activities are not likely to adversely affect the Indiana bat or Northern long-eared bat. A
more detailed analysis of the information (including an overall study of percentage composition
of bat species identified in the acoustic analysis and qualitative analysis of identified Myotis
calls) can be found in the attached document at the end of this report.

5.0 Project Effects of Protected Species

Potential effects to the evaluated species are generally limited to potential impact to existing
suitable habitat, which would include:

s Tree clearing for the easement which would distusb the existing vegetative community
= Removal of wildlife habitat as a result of clearing activities
= Minor fragmentation of wildlife habitat

The most notable effect would be tree clearing of the 100-foot right of way along the cross-
country portion of the site. This wooded land would be converted from generally a mixed
hardwood-pine forest to an open scrub shrub area. Specific impacts to the bats species of
interest have been further evaluated based on results of the detailed habitat survey in
conjunction with mist netting and acoustic surveys performed at the site, and are discussed

below.

Indiana Bat
As stated in Section 3.0, the habitat survey identified approximately 6 miles of suitable roosting

habitat with a majority of the habitat located on the cross country portion of the project. No
individuals were captured during mist netting activities. One potential Indiana bat call was
identified; however, only one of the software tools picked up the cali while the other showed no
degree of confidence that the call was actually that of an Indiana bat. The overall acoustic
analysis performed by POWER identified a low likelihood of the species being present in the
area. The project area location is within a larger mixed hardwood-pine forest surrounding
Carter's Lake, and proposed tree clearing activities will not fragment the habitat as a whole or
cause jeapordization of the species. The resulting open easement corridor may even act as a
potential flyway for Indiana bats that may pass through the area. The proposed project may
affect, but is not likely to adversely affect the Indiana bat.

Gray Bat
No gray bats were captured during mist netting activities on the site; however, the acoustic

survey did present evidence of gray bat calls in the area. Carters Lake is located in the site area
and gray bats are known for sometimes flying over open water during the night hours. This
species roosts in caves and karst systems and does not roost in forested areas as some other
bats do. No caves or karst systems were observed on or in the vicinity of the site. Any potential
gray bats in the area would only be active at night, and construction activities in the vicinity of
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the lake will occur during the daytime hours. The proposed project will have no effect on the
gray bat.

Northemn long-eared bat .

This species utilizes summer roosting habitat in a similar manner to the indiana bat with suitabie
habitat on the site consisting of the same 6 mile stretch identified for the Indiana bat. No
individuals were captured during mist netting activities and no calls were identified during the
acoustic survey. The overall acoustic analysis performed by POWER identified a low likelihood
of the species being present in the area. The project area location is within a larger mixed
hardwood-pine forest sumounding Carter's Lake, and proposed tree clearing activities will not
fragment the habitat as a whole or cause jeapordization of the species. The resulting open
cofridor may even act as a potential flyway for Northern long-eared bats that may pass through
the area. The proposed project may affect, but is not likely to adversely affect the Northern
long-eared bat.

6.0 Construction and Conservation Measures

Construction of the proposed easement involves land clearing activities, specifically vegetative
clearing to provide an open corridor for power lines. Installation of the poles is a land disturbing
activity that is normally achieved by digging a hole with an auger and embedding each pole
structure in the ground. Numerous existing trails and access roads are located in the vicinity of
the proposed easement; however, additional temporary construction roads and permanent
access roads that are not located within the proposed easement may be necessary for
construction and maintenance purposes. These access roads will be minimized to the greatest
extent possible to prevent additional land disturbance.

GTC will be submitting a Notice of intent for coverage under a National Pollution Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES) general permit for construction sites. Standard best management
practices will be installed during the construction phase including sedimentation and erosion
control measures such as silt fencing, check dams, grass seeding, etc. All areas of land
disturbance will be stabilized with the appropriate vegetation. No land disturbance is proposed
within the stream channels along the easement, and no disturbance will be proposed within a
majority of the 50’ vegetative stream buffer zones. In areas where stream buffer encroachment
is unavoidable and minimal land disturbance is proposed, a stream buffer variance has been
acquired from the Georgia Environmental Protection Division (GEPD). An approximate 200-foot
tree save easement will be utilized on each side of the Carters Lake crossing and one of the
stream channel crossings.

Schedule

GTC proposes to commence construction activities in early to mid-2015 starting on the roadside
portion of the proposed easement. Suitable habitat identified on the roadside portion of the
project was observed as limited and of low quality in most areas where it exists. The Indiana
bat and Northern long-eared bat generally roost in suitable trees during the summer months. In
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areas of suitable habitat, tree removal will occur between the dates of October 15 and March 31
to prevent potential impact during the roosting season. GTC proposes to conduct tree clearing
activities within the suitable habitat portion of the cross country sections of the project site
during the “winter season” between October 15 and March 31. Areas determined as non-
suitable habitat as well as the limited suitable habitat areas identified on the roadside portion of
the project will not be subject to clearing restrictions. No clearing restrictions will be placed on
the proposed substation portion of the project as minimal suitable habitat was identified in the
area. Exhibits 12-16 of the attached habitat survey maps illustrate the cross county portion of
the easement proposed for winter clearing.

7.0 Summary of Findings

The following table summarizes expected project effects on each species based on the
information provided in this report.

Preliminary Effects Finding of Proposed Action on Evaluated Species

Common name Federal Status Effect Determination

(Scientific name)

Indiana bat Endangered May affect, is not likely fto
(Myotis sodalis) adversely affect

Gray bat Endangered No effect

(Myolis griscescens)

Northern long-eared bat Proposed Endangered May affect, is not likely to
{Myotis septentrionalis) adversely affect

8.0 Standard of Care

Terracon’s services were performed in a manner consistent with generally accepted practices of
the profession undertaken in similar studies in the same geographical area during the same
time period. Terracon makes no warranties, express or implied, regarding the findings,
conclusions or recommendations. Please note that Terracon does not warrant the work of
laboratories, regulatory agencies or other third party resources supplying information used in the
preparation of the report. These services were performed in accordance with the scope of work
agreed to with our client. Findings, conclusions, and recommendations resuiting from these
services are based upon information derived from the on-site activities and other services
performed under this scope of work; such information is subject to change over time.
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