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MOBILE AREA WATER .. SEWER SYSTEM 

May 30, 2013 

Commander 
U. S. Anny Corps of Engineers 
Mobile District 
Attn: PD-EI (ACT-DEIS) 
Post Office Box 2288 
Mobile, AL 36628 

RE: Draft Environmental Impact Statement 
Update of the Alabama-Coosa-Tallapoosa River Basin Water Control Manual 

To Whom It May Concern: 

On behalf of the Mobile Area Water & Sewer System, I submit the attached comments on 
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) issued in connection with the update of 
the Alabama-Coosa-Tallapoosa (ACT) River Basin Water Control Manual. The draft EIS 
and the draft master manual contain serious procedural, technical, and substantive flaws. 

CEHler 

Enclosure 
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 My name is Charles E. Hyland, Jr.  I am currently the Director of the Board of Water & 

Sewer Commissioners of the City of Mobile, having served in that position since March 2013.  I 

served as Water & Sewer Administrator from 1990-2013, working in a variety of areas of the 

Mobile Area Water & Sewer System.   

 The attached documentation is related to the impact the diversion of waters that feed the 

ACT River Basin could potentially have on the Board of Water & Sewer Commissioners and our 

customers.  This harm includes failure to be able to provide fresh water unencumbered with salt 

or brine from tidal and other influences of Mobile Bay for use in industrial processes and the 

diminishment of a standby source of drinking water for our residential and commercial 

customers.  

This packet contains a short narrative, pictures of the canal used to transport water from 

Bucks to industrial customers, and information related to saltwater intrusion and the industrial 

water supply.   

 



The Mobile Board provides water and waste water service to residential, commercial, and 

industrial customers in the Mobile Area, including Mobile County, Alabama and Baldwin 

County, Alabama.   The Mobile Board’s service area is downstream of the Alabama, Coosa and 

Tallapoosa River Basin (“ACT River Basin”).  To reliably and lawfully operate its facilities, the 

Mobile Board is heavily dependent on reliable water from the ACT River Basin, particularly the 

Alabama River, which terminates into the Mobile River.  In 1967, the Mobile Board constructed 

a water intake 30 miles upstream on the Mobile River (the terminus of the Alabama River) at 

Bucks, Alabama.  The facility includes a protective structure and electrical and diesel powered 

pumps that elevate the water sufficiently to flow to a canal and pumping network, which was 

also constructed in 1967, that transports untreated raw water sixteen miles south to industrial 

customers.  Intake and transport capacity exceeds ninety million gallons per day and is currently 

operating near 20 million gallons per day.  Since 2002, this water intake also serves as standby 

source of water supply for municipal drinking water should a disaster or other emergency limit 

or prohibit the use of the Mobile Board’s primary surface water impoundment located in another 

watershed.   

The location of the water intake site at Bucks, Alabama was chosen for the express 

purpose of obtaining fresh water, unencumbered with salt or brine from tidal and other 

influences of Mobile Bay, for use in industrial processes.  The Alabama River is the source of 

90% of the Board’s industrial water supply.  Reduced flow of water in the Alabama River has 

recently allowed salty, brackish water from Mobile Bay to extend north of the Bucks intake.  

This intrusion is caused by the tidal action of salty Mobile Bay when the flow of fresh water in 

the Mobile River is too low to keep the denser Bay water from extending upriver. The 

encroachment of salt water upstream is directly related to the reducing volume of Mobile River 



flow. The result is that water now pumped from the River at the Bucks intake contains salt levels 

in excess of limits acceptable for some industrial uses.  The extent of unacceptable, elevated salt 

concentration in the Mobile River at the Bucks intake site increases with reducing flow from the 

Alabama River and is adversely affecting the Mobile Board’s operations and those of its 

industrial customers.  In consequence of this, the ACT River Basin is of vital importance to the 

Mobile Board, and any action that diminishes water flows therein will cause increasing harm to 

the Mobile Board and its customers.  

  

 

 
 
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































