





DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

MOBILE DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS
P. 0 BOX 2288
MOBILE, ALABAMA 36628

REPLY TO

atTEN Tton oF: SAMEN-PD 5 July 1973

ANNOUNCEMENT OF PUBLIC MEETING ON A SURVEY OF THE SHORES OF
MOBILE COUNTY, ALABAMA (INCLUDING DAUPHIN ISLAND) FOR THE PURPOSE OF
BEACH EROSION CONTROL AND HURRICANE PROTECTION

MEETING TO BE HELD AT 7:00 P.M., C.D.T.
ON 31 JuLy 1973

IN COUNTY COMMISSION MEETING ROOM
THIRD FLOOR, MOBILE COUNTY COURTHOUSE
MOBILE, ALABAMA

The Coxps of Engineers iLs studying the salt-water shorelines of Mobile
County, including the western shore of Mobile Bay, the northern shore
of Mississippi Sound, and all of the shorelines of Dauphin lslanc and
Petit Bols Island, to determlne what steps, if any, can be justifiaply
taken to provide beach erosion control and hurricane protection. The
study was requested by the U. S. Congress in a resolution adopred by
the Senate Public Works Committece on 27 QOctober 1970,

In order that the study may be responsive to the desires and nceds of
everyone affected, a public meeting will be held as indicated anave.
(Enter the Courthouse through the Royal Street entrance and Lake the
elevator to the third floor.) We invite you to attend the meeliny and
to participate in the exchange of information conceruing the study, the
water resource and related problems inveolved, and possible solutions.
We are also interested in knowing about ecological and environmental
conditions and problems in the study area. A map of the study area 1s
attached.

Generally, the problems we are aware of include:

(a) Extenslve shoreline recession and bluff ervsion along most
of the western shoreline of Mobile Bay;

(b)Y Severe eroston of rhe Gull beach on the eastern end of
Dauphin Island; and

(¢) Continued erosion of Lhe easlern tip of Petit Bois Island
causing excessive widening of Pelil Bois Pass.

l.ocal interests desire alleviation of these conditions.
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PUBLIC MEETING HELD AT MOBILE, ALABAMA

31 July 1973
on

BEACH ERCSTION and HURRICANE PROTECTION

for
MOBILE COUNTY, ALABAMA

( Including Dauphin Island )

COL. DRAKE E. WILSON: Good evening, ladies and gentlemen.
- I am Colonel Drake Wilson and I am the newly
appointed District Engineer for the Mobile
District for the Corps of Engineers. I have been
v here for thirty days, now. I am delighted to be in
Mobile and I am delighted to see this number of
people turn ocut for this meeting this evening.

What we plan to do tonight is to follow a
resolution entered by Senator John Sparkman, which
directed the Corps of Engineers to prepare a survey
report on the shores of Mobile County, including
Dauphin Island. This report will determine the
advisability of providing Beach Erosion Control

and Hurricane Protection for the salt water shore-
lines of the County.

I would like to ask you, if you have not already
done so to make sure to register before you leave
this evening, so we have on one of our cards your
name and address and so forth. We want this for
purposes of the record. We also want it for the
purposes of putting you on our mailing list, for
further communications that we will be sending
out, from time to time, as the study progresses.







Now, since this is a beach erosion and

hurricane protection project, they are a little
different from the normal Corp of Engineers
projects on flood controls or navigation. There
are some particular features of the law,
particularly as they pertain to the local
participation that are different and that I
would like to bring out at this point. When

we talk about the cost, we are talking about
both the Federal cost and the local cost. The
construction cost is apporticned between Federal
and local interests, on the basis of land
ownership and use at the time of construction.
The maximum levels of Federal aid, for construction
cost is as follows:

a. Federally owned shores - I00 percent. That
is, of course, we have a Federal installation, we
bear all of the costs.

b. Publically owned, Non-Federal parks and
- conservaticn areas - 70 percent.
C. Publically owned shores, other than parks

and conservatiocn areas - 50 percent.

d. Privately owned shores where protection

will result in public benefits - 50 percent, reduced
by the ratio of private bhenefits to total benefits.
I think that's a little complicated.

e. Privately owned shores without public
benefits - 0.

Now, that last portion that I just read to you
pertains to beach erosion control., That which is
established as hurricane protection comes under







long as they don't cut across our property to
get to the besaches. As long as they come in
from the water we could not keep them from off
our beaches, so in that case all cof the beaches
involved would be beaches that are available

to the publiz.

COL. WILSON: This is an interpretation that we anticipate

actually ,in orojects of this type, before and
what I think actually reads is from the high water
mark seaward is public property. How you get to
that beach is something else again. And, along
Dauphin Island there is a large area where access
would be difficult, because you would have to go
through private property and if you are a property
owner there through the trespass law you could
prevent that access. You could not legally, as we
understand it, prevent somebody from walking down

-~ along the beach provided he were below the high
water mark.

- There have bh=zen sclutions in the past and I am not
saying this is the direction we would be going,
where we would stake out the high water mark at
the time of the onset of construction and that
would mark the limit of private property. Then, a
beach replenishment program, for example, would
go seaward of that, that would all then be public
beach. This solution, when it has been worked out
in the past, ncrmally also includes with it access
by the public to that public beach at intervals of
approximately a mile and a half to two miles.

Now, I am not trying to propose a solution at this
point. I am just trying to answer your question
with an example.

Okay. After we complete the meeting tonight and
the study I am referring to, we will come and call
for, in all probability, another public meeting













a result of the salt water intrusion into the

Bay. We know that Petit Bois Island is a Nationa.
Wildlife Refuyge and is one of the Gulf Islanus
National Sceashores. It has certainly in the publaic
interest that Federal 1unds be used to protect these
public lands by stabilizing the eastern end of Petit
Bois Island.

So, it is the Department of Conscrvations belicf
that the Corp of Engineers, who have the experts
to determine the most feasible methods of beach
stabilization of the Mobile County shore line and
on the stabilization ot the eastern end ot Petit
Bois Island.Thank you.

COL. WILSON: Unless we missed somebody here that was the
last Federal or State Agency that we have. | would
call your attention to this point that if you chose
you can simply give us a written statement ana we
will enter it into the record and we will study 1i:
and you don't need to read it. You have that prisilege
of reading it if you chose. Going simply by ranaom
order -- do we have any representatives of the County
Commissioners that would like to make a statement.

PERSON FOR THE AUDIENCE: We are here but we don‘'t need to
make a statement.

COL. WILSON: Thank you. Next I will call on Mr. Bernard
I. Crabtree from Route 3, Box 596, Theodore, Alabama,
Mr. Crabtree.

BERNARD I. CRABTREE: Col. Wilson, ladies and gentlemen, we
submitted a statement on our particular problem. Now,
our program is localized, we realize that, but we
want to present it to give everybody an idea how much
trouble the people are having in trying to protect
their own property. We talked earlier about the high
water mark well, we haven't got a high water mark.
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areas on the bay where there is a property

owner who has sufficient financial capabilities

of building a bulkhead but that bulkhead is

not going to do him any goocd unless his neighkbor
on the left and right construct one also, tecause
if the people on the left and right, if their

land is ercded well, your bulkhead is not going

to do anything because eventually it is going to
erode around your bulkhead. So, we live on
Laurinstider Road and we welcome this investigation
or this study into the problem, but we would sure
like to see 1t accomplished a heck of a lot sooner
than two years.

COL. WILSON: Thank you very much for those comments.

The next one that I come to here is Miss Minnie
Lee Heath, 4I6 Wisconsin Avenue, Mobile, Alabama.
Miss Heath.

MINNIE LEE HEATH: I have a home in the area immediately

below Fowl River, as it empties into the bay. I am
the sixth house down, and my deed reads one quarter
of a mile, so that gives you an idea. But, we have
absolutely lost all of our beaches, every one of
them on that shore line. We are extremely glad

that somebody is making a study and, like Mr. Crahtree,
we sure hope that a solution will be found that will
be helpful to us in less than two years. I have
personally measured and I have lost thirty five

feet of land, that use to have grass and trees on
it.

COL. WILSON: Mr. Vernon M. Chestang, of Chestang Beach,

VERNON M.

Am I pronouncing that right.

CHESTANG : That was one of my neighbors and she
said about as much as I can say., we are losing
rapidly. I don't want it to be like the Tennessee -
Tombigbee. I guess that's about as much as T can
say about it. Thank you.

I3







you all might say, wow that's great. But, each
one of these people in this room own part of
that 1sland and 1t 1s set aside for you through
the efforts of these enviromental freaks

who took a little concern and decided we needed
to save some place for future generationsa.

Now, I have been a student at ISU for nlne years,
I am a Ph.D Candidate right now, so I like to
think I know 5 little bit of what I am talking
about. I do, in this particular written statement
I have given to you, I have a reference that

cites some of the information as being zclentific
facts. The thing I am concerned about 1s something
that I am sure that none of you all are. That's
Petit Bols Island. It seems like everybody is
worried about their property value. Well, in the
first place I doubt seriously 1f man really
belongs in the coastal zone. It seems that we
can't live in peaceful co-existence with 1t. We
have to change 1t. It seems to be human way, 1if
things aren't the way he likes, well, let's change
them.

The thing that I would like to propose for Petit
Bois Island, I don't know about your solutions
around here in Mobile County but it's a situation
you see over and over and over again. You rob
Peter to pay Paul. One of your sand supplies 1is
east of Mobile Point. You can bet Mobile Ship
Channel has had some effect on the sedliment

supply to Moblle County. It's 1mpossible for 1t
not to be. You can bet that some of the sedlment
supply came down the Mobile River.Well, you dredge
Mcbile River, you deepen it, the sediment supply
goes off shore and you loose some of your sediment
supply to the Moblle County. That's fine, it does
you no good but I am Just trying to show you
something. The thing we call Progress tends

to be & snake that turns around and bltes us. We
all have this problem. You have to realize that
living in the coastal zone you have no control
over 1t, We all the time ask what has happened to our







So. 1t doesn't fill up the ship channel so that
you don't get your benanas and they don't send
the wheat tc Russla. Got to have that ship
channel, but if the ship channel was not there
Petit Bols would be allowed to continue to move
westward, the eastern end that was eroded would
roll up to the western end and the islend would
Just migrate toward Loulsiena. Of course, I
wouldn't like to see it wind up in Louisiana,
elther. But, you wouldn't lose it.

One other thing-- and I am from Louisiana, by

the way. One other thing. Maybe I shouldn't have
sald I was from LSU, that's a bad thing. I forgot
about Alabama. One other thing someone mentloned,
a Professor from the University of Alabama, who
has a good remark to make about using grasses to
stabllize beaches. The dumb British--the British
have used a plant called Spartina townsendid.

They have stopped lots of erosion just by planting
grasses.

In Grand Isle, Loulslana, Grand Isle was eroding on
the eastern end. The Corps put a rock Jetty. It cut
off the sand supply to the western end, so they built
& multi-million dollar rock Jetty on the western end,
now the center of the island 1s starting to erode.
Lord knows what they are golng to do now. These things
are multi-mililion dollar Jetties. If they would

take one tenth of that money, it seems ridiculous,
plents could have done just as much as to prevent

the erosion as a multi-million dollar Jetty, of course,
there may have been some politics involved, especially
in Loulslana.

People are enviromentally conscious now days. How
many tlmes has the older generation told the younger
generation you cannot continue to rob Peter to pay
Paul. If you want further electricity, if you want
to drive your car, without paying the price of forty
two point nine cents per gallon of g48 you are
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thinking about Sand Island and Pelican Island.
Pelican Island has already disappeared. As you
know I would hope that the Government would bring
that back. Sand Island keeps moving along, as

has been sezid, from east to west. It certainly
does deserve stabilization. As far as the beach
erosion is concerned that would help Dauphin
Island that way but it would alsc be a tremendous
detriment in hurricanes.

I think most of you read McDonnell's article,
Sunday, which quoted Peyton Norville years ago
wanting to put these islands down in the Bay

and Dr.Galillard has since then advanced

the idea of marsh 1slands along the bay.

All of thess2 things would certainly be a good
idea, if we can get this growing. There is plenty
of marsh grass around, if it just could be moved.
I am sure there are a lot of people who would be
glad to have canals put in to give up the marsh
grass. I do think, that while ycu have this many
interested people here, Colonel it would be a good
idea to ask them, by show of hands whether or not
they would be willing to have grasses grow in front
of their places on the beach. It would be good to
find out whether they wanted that or not.

JIM CHESTANG: There has been a lot of talk of offshore
islands but where we are living pilings won't hold
in front, much less marsh grasses. I think the Corp
of Engineers studied these things.

COL. WILSON: Next, we have Mr., U.S. Evans. Has Mr. Evans
departed. Next we have Mr, Albert J. Tully, from
Mobile, Alabama, from the Isle Dauphine Country Club.

ALBERT J. TULLY: Colonel Wilson, ladies and gentlemen,
I represent the Isle Dauphine Country Club and have
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LAWRENCE JOHNSON: Colonel Wilson, I just would like
to bring up two points and then we will have more
later on, to just show people here tonight what
happened to the seafood in this erosion, Now,
cne mistake that we have made in opening the cut-off
down here at Cedar Point. It is filling our Heron
Bay up and due to that, we don't have the fish. The
sportsman cannot fish there. The commercial fisherman
cannot fish thzare because there is not as many fish
and shrimp there and also oysters.

Now, you will have some of them say well, that's a
channel. True, that's a channel, it will be short-cut
to Mokile Bay, but nowadays we have faster boats.

Most of these sport fishermen have boats as fast,

also as the commercial fishermen, theilr boats are fast,
so a little more time to get around won't hurt us
anyway. Because what this causes in Heron Bay is
pollution out of Mobile Bay. We all know that Mobile
Bay has a lot of pollution. One third of it is
polluted to commercial fishing, and that hurts us.

I suggest on that, to the Corpsbefore they deo anything
we need this in a hurry. But, I suggest that we put
some kind of flood gates in there and not just fill

it up and say well, that's going to take care of it.
That's what we done this time. We opened it up and
said that's going to take care of it. Let's have
something, if we are going to build it where we can
move it too, if it's doing harm before 1it's too late.

Also, on Petit Bois Pass would be the same thing.

To us, it's toc wide and a certain time of the year
in the summertime it puts in too much salt water and
it kills our oysters in Portersville Bay, which has
already been stated by the Marine Resources. Let's
don't go out there and throw rocks or ships or junk
and put it out there, if we are going to put anything,
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of trying tc save their waterfront and try to
get some of this here Federal help.

COL. WILSON: Well, we will certainly look into that
aspect too, Mr. Cox. Thank you very much. Mrs.
Jack W. Sawyer from Bay Front Road.

MRS. JACK W. SAWYER: While I am speaking I would like for
you to look at these pictures that were made of
our property , during one of the storms that we
had during March, you know, when the weather bureau
said we were having winds up to eighteen to twenty
two miles an hour. If that was caused by winds
eighteen to twenty two miles per hour I would hate
for us to have winds of one hundred miles an hour.

We have many problems, north of Dog River on Mobile
Bay with both beach erosion and build up. By that,
I mean that sometimes we have a beach and sometimes
we don't because of the wave action. One week your
bulkhead, the base of it, will be up out of the sand
and the other end will be buried. The following
week the end of it was buried the week before will
be up out of the ground and the other end will be
buried, however, our main problem is logs. We feel
that the spoil islands created by dredging the ship
channel create our log problems. Also, with sixty
five percent of the river system of this State of
Alabama entering into Mobile Bay we have a tremenduous
siltation problem, with the western side becoming
more and morz shallow. With our side of the bay
becoming morsz shallow we are plagued with ships
pumping their bllges , of course, this is against
the law and they don't do it, but it comes from
somewhere so it has to come from there and no water
to digperse this oil mixture -- by the way we don't
get any help from the Coast Guard on this. Last
year, you remember when they had the accident out
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it must belong to them because they are the one

that got the money for the 0il leases. We didn't

get any of it and we are not going to get any

help from them when they have an 0il spill. But,

if that land belongs to them and if that Bay belongs

to them well, those logs belong to them and I say
"come and get them off my land", (Picture, Exhibit 17)

JULIUS MARX: In reference to the logs, I wonder if you
would state whether you could use these logs, by
burying them and help prevent some of this erosion.

COL. WILSON: We will take a look at that. Next Mr. George
C. Chachere, of New Orleans.

GEORGE C. CHACHERE: I am George C. Chachere and I am from
Mobile, originally. I am just here representing myself
and my family., I have in my hand a deed that my
family has owned land in Mobile Bay since I9I0, T
happen to come over here from New Orleans today and
just before I came to the meeting , I measured off
the property. We have lost over one hundred twenty
feet of land. All I have to say is that if we have
and we are tax paying citizens of the United States
of America, the richest country in the world and we
can spend funds every month and every year to restore
foreign countries., I say let's don't take two years
to study what we can do for the Mobile Connty shores.

Thank you.
COL, WILSON: Thank you. Now, Mr. William Polewchak.
MR, WILLIAM POLEWCHAK: Colonel Wilson, ladies and gentlemen,

my name is Bill Polewchak, I am manager of Engineering
for the Shell 0il Company, Land Investments Department
in Houston, Texas.

We got involved in this project when we became owners

of about twenty three hundred acres of Dauphin Island
about two year ago. About six weeks ago the State of
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PROFESSOR

bit of what's going on.

So I come to you tonight as a representative from
the Shell Cil Company on a technical venture, so
to speak. We thought you would like tc know what
we learned in just six weeks, about your problem
that you have lived with all your life, and we
want to become part of it. So, T would like now

to introduce Professor Robert Dean, just to give
you a few of the technical things that we found
out that I know are of interest to you and Colonel
Wilson.

ROBERT DEAN: As Mr. Polewchak mentioned, we
have only been associated with this problem, at
least I have for approximately four weeks. So,

a lot of the data which we are working with and
some which we don't have we are unable, of course,
to report o1 tonight. But, because the meeting
here is concerned with beach erosion I would like
to comment First of all on the direction and the
magnitude of the predominate littoral drift. Some
of the things 1 am going to say have been said
before here tonight and for that T apologize but
I think that perhaps it may be worthwhile from the
standpoint of continuity. As has been mentioned,

the winds in that part of the northern Gulf of
Mexico are predominately from the east and therefore
cause waves propagating from east to west. These
waves constitute the principle agent for sand
transport along the shore line.

In breaking, these waves place sand in suspension
and also cause a very weak current directed in the
direction of wave propagation, Although these
currents by themselves would not be sufficiently
strong to cause sand transport, the fact that the
sand has been placed in suspension by the turbulence
of the breaking waves makes the system very effective
in transporting the sand. Sand transported in this







Secondly, we might cite the experlence, with
the Jettlies &t Perdido Pass, although I do
understand that the Mobile District is still
working with littoral drift in thls area., From
other, earlier work it looks like the littoral
drift 1s generally of that magnitude.

Secondly, I would llke to turn attention to the
sand transport processes I1n the vicinity of

an Inlet, such as the entrance Mobile Bay.
There are several ways 1n which this sand, that
we talked about belng transported from east to
west, can be tranasported or carried across the
entrance. But, basically because we do have

the presence of the 1Inlet, we do have a new
force that has to be contended with., O0f course,
This force is the tidal current. So now, In
addition to the waves the currents play a very
principle role. Of course, 1f the tidal currents
were not present then the inlet would close.

In the case of the entrance to Moblle Bay, we

don't have a chart up here that has all of the

contours on 1t, but it's pretty evident that the
primary mode of sand by-passing, that is the

transport of the littoral drift, 1s by a mechanism
that 1s called bar by-passing. There 1s gqulte a

large bar that extends out from Fort Morgan over

to the eastern end of Dauphln Island. This bar is

qulte shoal, In its' natural state, in fact, it

has to be shoal in order to let the waves to essentlially
work on the sand, to transport 1t across the inlet.

If some new agent 1s brought into the place, such as
the channel 13 deepened, of course, thls does act

as a transport for the sand. This brings in the

third phase that I would lilke to mention and that 1s
man's effect on the system. By deepening the channel
---entrance channel to Moblle, then, of course, the
natural sand transport processes, from the east to

the west, are lmpeded and this is very much llke taking

29







within the surf zone. So I think, that we

have in our eveluation of cost and benefits

and evalue the sand within the surf zone. We
nugt take into account that this is 2 highly --
thlis sand has already gone through a very
highly selective process. And, the reason that
i1t is within the surf zone is that it has
certaln characterlstics which are simply coarser
than you find elsewhere.

We have also looked at some of the problem

areas of Dauphin Island., I think the primary
problem areas are on the eastern end where some

of the grolns that are around Fort Gaines have
been planted. This simply, T think, adds up to

a sand deficiency. Near the golf course there has
been erosion 1n some areas and my response to that
1s that it probably 1s a response to the erosion
of Pelican Island. And some of the sand -- some

of the beach that was normally protected by
Pelican Island has now moved to the east and there
is some accretion there.

If T could, I would like to look shead and try

to think about the eventual effect and I should

say here that erosion in Florida, I think, is

much worse than 1t is in Mobile County. So, I think
you are starting at a good polnt in your concern
about the beach erosion., I think that by implementineg
actlion at this stage there are good prospects that

the eroslon will not get worse, in fact, 1t can be
forestalled, to & good degree at least.

I would 1like to comment I think a little bit with
regard to sclutions. There have been comments made
with regard to non-structual solutlons. I agree
that groins do not add to the esthetics of the
beach and from that polnt of view 1it's a lot better







SMITH D. PICKETT: Thank you Colonel. I am Smith

D. Plckett, Jr. I am representing the Dauphin

Island Property Owners Association, twenty six
hundred lot owners with a potentlal population
on Dauphlin Island of seven thousand people.

The Property Owners Associatlon, of course,

18 concerned with what's happening and does
concur with what Mr. Albert Tully briefly

spoke about. I would like to make a part of the
record the adoption of his statement about the
Property Owners Assoclation,

We urge the Corps to start the study and to protect
the property values on the island which includes

the millitary installation and public properties and
private propertles. As an afterthought, T am

Chief Appralser for First Federal. We have mortgages
on about half of these propertlies that are washing
away. Pleage do something.

COL. WILSON: Thenk you. Next Mr. Ray B. Hartwell, Jr.,

MR.

RAY

from Moblle, Alabama.

B. HARTWELL, JR: ILadles and gentlemen, I speak as
an individual. I represent no group of people. But,
however, as I sat here thls evening I noticed that
my problems are very similar to a lot of other
individuals who live along the western shore of the
bay. I think I heard a remark here tonight that
more or lescs that perhaps man was not meant to live
with the sea or by the water, because of some
reason we can't get along wlith it. I heard another
fellow joklngly remark perhaps we could all move

to high land, higher ground. I thilnk there 1s
probably merit Iin what he says, however, the fact
that remains that we live on the bay. It 1s our home
and we want, as much as posslble, to protect what
we have. I live on the bay, north of Dog River.
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. I think it's a pitiful situation, almost on

the entire western shore of Mobile., Mobile,

the City that sits at the head of the bay,

the beautiful water and everything. There is

not a decent public facility or place that I
know of on this entire western shore. I think
our County Commission and I think our City
Commission are remisg in this. We have gyot

a park down there that the jetties sticks out

in the bay. I can't even recall the name of

the park ~- McNally Park. This jetty, of
course, I think has caused the bay to Eill in
back behiné the Jjetty. If, we got out sea walls
in there we would have protection. What do you
have. I can remember a little more than four
years ago when I would walk out in the bay and

I could soft shell, Actually I could catch soft
shells. There were grasses growing in the bay.
There was a hard sand bottom, Now, you walk out
and it appears sandy but there is about four
inches of just pure muddy muck that you sink into
if you try to walk along the bay. Is this caused
from channel dredging, this progress that creates
all of our jobs? I don't know, but sure makes
what you think is ideal living very convenlent
and disheartening many times. Thank you.

COL. WILSON: I have a card here for another Mr. Chachere,
almost the same address as the one previously. Is
he still here. Mr. and Mrs. Henry C. Williams, from
Mobile,

MR, HENRY C, WILLIAMS: I pass.

COL. WILSON: Mr. and Mrs. €. E, Rankin from Theodore,
Alabama, Capt. John J. Tvedt, from Bay Front Road,
Mobile. Mr. and Mrs., C.D Haig, Jr., Theodore, Alabama.













ten feet out in Mcobile Bay. The rest of the

land owners, if they checked their deeds

except in one location, on Hollingers Island

where the drift of the silt from Dog River

has filled up and added to, a man has been given
property. But normally and generally, on the
western bank people have lost. And, if they

have a survey they will find that they own

guiet a bit of property in Mobile Bay, by

putting the spoil up on that western bank they are
going to give us back the property we lost, Make
it a usable item for the taxpayer so that he can
further pay taxes on it. If he is given extra
land let him purchase it and make it a revenue
producing piece of land for the benefit of the
County, the State, and the United States Government.

I thank you.

COL. WILSON: Thank you. Next, Mr. E.J. McCormick, from
Theodore, Alabama.

MR. E.J., McCORMICK: I have nothing to say, either. It's all
been said very well. Mr, Haig, is a neighbor of mine
and he expressed it very thoroughly, I think.

COL., WILSON: Noel Read Stowe, from the University of South
' Alabama.

NOEL REARD STOWE: My neme is Read Stowe. I am an archaeologilst
at the University of South Alabama.

My main interest probably differs from most of you
here. I am interested in the heritage of Southern
Alabama. I am interested in the archaeological sites
along the west shore of Mobile Bay, the sites on
Little Dauphin Island, and sites on Dauphin Island,
and the sites on the Mississippi Sound. During the

39







MRS. TAYLOR: T am Mrs. Maxine Taylor. The situation in
our area is really pitiful. Everybody has tried
very hard to secure what they have but they have
lost in vain and the logs, we have them by the
truck loads. And concerning the bulkhead, Mr.
Norton and Mr, O'Connor -- Mack Connor at least
has sent us literature concerning as to how to
prepare sand and det away with this sugar clay,
or something like they call it that dissolves,
and put in new material. Different ones did
try that, but now the bulkhead is gone, SO what
good will that do? That won't do any good at all.

Now, so far as the children are concerned, anything
in the world you want to know about they have it
down there in our area. They have put automobiles
over the cliff. They have put all types of old

trash over the cliff and they have also brick bats,
stoves, anything you can think of, logs, but really
and truly I am mostly interested in some way O
another we could have a decent beach for our smaller
generation, because it's pitiful with the way their
little fest have to sink down in that mud and pull
them back out to try to go out and have a little fun.

Well, I thank all of you.

COL, WILSON: Mr. Richard C. Bradley, from Cottage Hill
Road, Mobile -—- Douglas Johnstone from the Alabama
Conservancy —— Mr. Ray D. Rushlow.

RAY D. RUSHLOW: T pass.
COL. WILSON: Mr. and Mrs. Charles M. Griffin.

MR. CHARLES GRIFFIK: Colonel, the only thing I would like
to add is what would the feasibility be of possibly
using this log situation as a self paying project.
Has it been exploited as to what we could use the
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Mobile County are guiet concerned about the
erosion of Mobile Bay. I have been concerned
for years. My family settled in Mobile in
I843, I am here, almost, by right of conguest.

Now, I have placed my name as a candidate for
Public Works Commissioner for the City of Mobile
and that is a Commissioner responsible for this
type of work. I do not intend to make this a
political situation nor take advantage of the
situation, because I have already stated in
several speeches before now that it is my
intention to open up the Bay Front Road again
to the citizens of Mobile. And, in the process
of opening it up, to seek the advice of the

U.S. Enginears and those people responsible

who have the know how to reclaim that part of
our beach, in Mobile, by establishing a sea
wall or what-ever is the device of the engineers.
This is one of the planks of my platform. I
thought I would take advantage of it. Thank you.

COL. WILSON: Those are very fitting closing remarks.
I assure you I didn't put that card last on purpose.
It just came out that way.

At this point I would like to call on anyone else
who would like to make a statement, anyone that
we haven't covered yet.

MR. Polroux: I have got a place at Alabama Port. I have
got one hundred-sixty-three feet of frontage and
the summer before Camille come I fixed it where I
didn't Jgose no land and it cost me two hundred
dollars. But a lot of you all wouldn't do what I
done. I fixed my land on a forty-five, the land







‘ at a great cost, however, there are a few
things that are important to those who build
bulkheads. For instance, looking at the map
here, the prevallilng southeast winds in the
summertime hit the shore and they work up
in a northerly direction. And, if you are
going to build a bulkhead put a rock crib
on each end and break up that movement that
is undercutting your banks. And then in the
wintertime, with the north winds,the movement
is in the reverse direction but it's not near
as great because of the low tide. There are
times when you can walk out a couple of hundred
feet without hardly wetting your shoes. But,
as I said we built up our beach and my neighbors
may not like it but I have built these rock
cribs and Camille come along and all but destroyed
them but we still have got plenty rock there to
break up the movement of the current. I Jjust
wanted to get that one point over. Thank you.

COL, WILSON: Do we have any further statements,

GEORGE CROZIER: My name 1s George Crozier, I am the
Associate Director of the Mississippi-Alabama
Sea Grant Program and the Chief Scientist at
the Dauphin Island Sea Lab.

I speak, rerresenting in a sense the property
owners, fromr point of view and also someone
with a reascnable background in the field. I
have listened to the most of the comments and
am aware of many of these problems. The Dauphin
Island Sealab which is a facility of the Marine
and Enviromental Sciences Consortium, has lost
about forty feet of beach in one year, on the
east end of Dauphin Island between the groins.
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and again tested on the model belonging to
the Corpsof Engineers in terms of configuration
to best program the current flow. And, it may
very well be an off shore protective device
can be utilized to modify sedimentation on
shore. We have also proposed the use of
artifical grasses as an intermediate stage,
while trying to establish natural grasses. We
have in the past suggested the establishment
of artifical"” kelp lands ", which is a large macroalgae,
of the west coast off of Dauphin Island. This is
an energy absorbing unit. Again, this is very
speculative. It has never been tried on our=-
the energy level of our coastline and it may
not be only hurricane protection but perhaps
some sediment transported in this particular
project. I am not a sedimentary geologist or

. an engineer, These are rather, off the top of
our heads suggestions from past experience
playing with the mparine enviroment.

Part of cur problem, I think, is that we are
going to have to establish a viable program

of management in the coastal zone. There are
several bills before the Legislature of this

State now, with regard to coastal zone management.
Some of these are gccd. Some are bad. They all
need your analysis., If you are concerned with

the problem of erosion in Mobile Bay or in the
two Counties in Alabama, then, you all need to
become aware 5f the bills that are in the
Legislature, with regard to coastal zone management
including -- I can't help plugging a little bit
the entire dune buggy and recreational vehicle
bill, which is from our Mobile Delegation. We
have precious few sand dunes in Alabama and these
are daily being destroyed by the activity of
recreational vehicles.
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Alabama is almost unique 1in it's law
concerning land appreciation, in that
appreciated land belongs to the State of
Alabama, not to the adjoining property
owners. Therefore, if this tax is paid I
suggest that Congressman Edwards, since he
1s interested in this and also Senator
Sparkman, that they get together with the
proper State Officials and see to it that
this appreciated land be made available
to the progerty owners.

COL. WILSON: Thank you. Would you please come

JOSEPH W.

forward to the microphone.

JACOB, JR: I want you folks to learn
something and I have got to tell you the
importance of this marsh grass. We all know

how reprcduction occurs. A man and woman gets
together, there is a baby. We all know about
that but, I bet you that ninety percent of the
people sitting out there don't know where the
seafood comes from. It's marsh grasses. That
grass decorposes in the water, bacteria break

it up. You have small animals that live on the
bacteria and some of the decompositicon material
and some large animals feed off of them and more
feed off of them. All of a sudden you have
shrimp and you have fish. You take away those
marsh grasses and you don't have them. That's why
I am against so much dredging and filling.

Now, you have heard some people -- I am a Phd,
candidate and you have heard a fellow who 1is

with the Sea Grant Program, you heard Dr. Swingle,
who is with the State, they tell you - marsh grasses,
it will help, of course, they don't lcck that

good but they serve two functions. They keep your
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COL., WILSON: We will add you on the roster of
people here and we will send you all of our
further notices.

A PERSON FROM THE AUDIENCE: Colonel Wilson, I would
like to say that the marsh grasses may be
good for the fish but it will ruin your
beach, you will have snakes.

COL. WILSON: Do you have anymore statements for
the record -- ladies and gentlemen. In
concluding this meeting this evening, I
would like to ask those of you who may not
have ,to fill out our card and register so
that we can send you notices of further
~ meetings. I would also like to say that
people from the Mobile District will be
coming o0 see several of you, who have an
interest or some knowledge of the problem,
in our continuing study to try to find the
best solution. I thank you very much for
your patience and your attendance.Thank
you very much.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE

F. 0. Box 638, Grove Hill, Alasbama 36451

July 31, 1973

Colonel Drake Wilson
District Army Engineer
F, 0. Box 2288
Mobile, Alabama 36628

Year Colonel Erake:

The Soil Concervation Service recognizes shoreline erocinn ac a rerioun
problem. Our lncal office in Mobile County has received numerour requerts
through the Mobile County Soil and Water Conservatinn Dirtrict for arsic-
tance to land users along Mobile Bay and Dauphin Irland,

The Soil Conservation Service hopes that your study will reveal effective
ways to reduce or eliminate shoreline erosion. Through our Plant Materials
rrogram we are selecting and studying plants that might be ured te control
erosion along the beaches, We will be pleased to provide you the jnformation
that we gather.

Sincerely yours,

Wi Lcedin,
W. H. " Tucker
Area Conservationist
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SIERRA CLUB, DELTA CHAPTER
1325 Iberville Street

Ocesam Sprirgs, hississippi 39564

July 3i, 1973

Col. Drake Wilsom, District Eagimeer
Army Corpa of Eagimeera, lioblle District
P,0. Box 2288

Mobile, Alsbama 36628

In Re: Ammouacement of Public iestiag om a Survey of the
Shoree of Mobile Coumty, Alabama (I~cludiwg Dauphim
I=land) for the Purpose of Beach Erosiom (Comtrel
epd Hurriceme Protectlom; ATTENTION OFP: SARET-PD

*

Dear Col. Draks,

I am here tomight represaatimg the Delta Chapter of the
liaticasl Sierra Club. The Delta Chapter 1s made up ol Sierra
Club members im the states of Loulsiana ard Mimssissippl, As
you may kmow, the Chapter was iastrumemtal ia the crsatiomn
of the Gulf Islamds Natiomal Seashore, Adlthough this hesarlag
maialy deals with Moblle Couaty, Petit Boie Islasd (a member
1glsnd of the Gulf Islands Natiomal Seashore) is withim the
mcope of tomightt's =ubject.

-The lomgest war waged ox this plaa.t ha: bece betwaen the
se2 asd the comtimemts. The shorelime is the battle rourd for
this comflict., MNam, 1w his atterpts to snow his domieaace, has
chosen this mresa for s place to live. Belicre the sra ol imdus-
trimlizatiomr, the war raged om while mar amd nis - fteclis were
castad aside., Hia Impact wes imsigaificemt 14 comparisom to
winter storms aad hurrlcames. Now that mar has weapors im the
form of dredges, grolms, Jettics a<d bulldozers, he 1s mo lomger
impicrnifticamt im his impact on the shore savirommemt. He may
temporarily win a battle, but with time, the relestless awslls
+fron storms mamy miles amay aad occassional hurricames alter his
impact so that it is mo lomger favorable to i:ls sxistemce oxn the
shore. To comsider the shore eaviromment as a2 p rmraemt laazd-
s form subject to ilmtemsive developmenmt aid exploitatioa cam
omly lesad to more amd more mecessary but, paradoxically, ua-f
succesaful amd costly prograxs 1z beach stablllizetion.
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STATE OF ALABAMA
DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES

- P. 0. Box 188 - Dauwphin lsiand, Alabama 36523

. WALLACE July 23, 1973 DIVISION OF MARINE RESOURCES
VEqua WiLLIAM F AMNDERSOM, DMRECTOR
DE D. KELLEY
MISSIOMER
Y B, BLEDSOE

T COMMISSIOMER

Statement Presented at a Public Hearing for the Purpese of Beach
Erosion Control and Hurricane Protection in Mobile County, Mobile, Alabama
July 3t, 1973.

Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen,

I am Hugh A. Swingle, Assistant Chlef Marine Biologist, Marine Resources
Division, Alabama Dapartment of Conservation and Natural Resources. I have
lived and worked on Dauphin Island for approximately &6 years.

Beach stabilization is both a complex and expensive problem. The west-
ward transport of sand from the barrier islands and subsequent erosion of
the shoreline is a natural phenomenon, as is the erosion of shorelines of
the bays and sounds. Man is able to slow or accelerate this process by
man~made structures and beach nourishment. Simple observations clearly de-
monstrates that bay shorelines with established marsh grasses are more stable
by far than unvegetated areas. Very little of the shorelines of Porters-
vills and Grand Bays have an erosion problem except in the Coden and Sans
Soucl Beach area where there 1s no marsh vegetatlon. Establishing marsh
grasses along the shorelines of the bay would greatly reduce the rate of
erosion, however, few waterfront property owners seem to want these pgrasses
blocking their access to the water. Bulkheads, which are at least a tem-
porary solution,are perhaps more attractive from the property owners point

» of view.

Approximately 6.5 million cubic yards of spoil material is removed
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Bois is a National Wildlife Refuge and is one of the Gulf Islands National
Seashores administered by the U. S. Parks Service. It is certainly in the
public interest that federal funds be used to protect these public lands
by stabilizing the eastern and of Petit Bois Island.

In concluding, I believe that a thorough study should be made by the
U. §. Corps of Engineers, who have the expertise, to determine the most
feasible methods of beach stabilization of Dauphin Island and the western
shore of Mobile Bay and the stabilization of {the eastern end of Petit Bois

Island.

Thank you.







United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
BUREAU OF SPORT FiISHERIES AND WILDLIFE

17 EXECUTIVE PARK DRIVE, N. E.
ATLANTA, GEORGHA 30329

July 19, 1973

District Engineer

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
P.0, Box 2288

Mobile, Alabama 36628

Dear Sir:

We appreciate receiving your notice of public meeirlug to be geld wu
July 31, 1973, in the Mobile County Courthouse at Moblle, Alabaus,

on a survey of the shores of Mobile Counly (including Dauphin Island)
for the purpose of beach erosion control and hurricane protection.
Your study is being corducted at the request of the U,S, Congress in o
resolution adopted by the Senate Public Works Committee on Cetober 27,

1970.

Thils Bureeu will not be represented at the meeting. However, we will
review project plans 1n accordance with the Fish and Wildlife Coordinalion
Act (48 Stat. 401, as amended; 16 U,S.C. 661 et seq.), and if necessary
provide recommendations for the protection, miligation, or enhancement of
fish and wildlife resources. These studies will be made in cooperation
with appropriate State conservation agencies. It is requested that you
provide information on project plenning as 1t progresses SO we may carry
cut investigations and report in eccordance with your schedule.

Sincerely yours,

Deputy Regionul Director

.
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the concept that future disposition of this spoil to the west of the ship
channel, in the area between Dauphin and Pelican Islands, may replenish the

southeastern beaches of Dauphin Island.

We are also interested in determining what effect the outbound

current from Mobile Bay, diverted by the west Gulf current, is having on the
southern shore of Dauphin Island and the impact, if any, that could be created
by the construction of a jetty of substantial length extending from the south-
eastern end of Dauphin Island toward Sand Island. The present riprap groins

on the southern side of the Island have apparently failed to preserve the beach
and are rapidly becoming islands completely detached from the beach. By a jetty
of "substantial length" we mean at least 2,500 feet initially with the most

ultimate, practical length to be determined by model testing.

What we have proposed in this statement are merely some of our thoughts.
We would be happy to discuss them further with you when you desire. And, as in
the past, the Mobile Area Chamber of Commerce offers the Corps of Engineers its
assistance in solving these persistent problems. The solutions we believe today
lie in further adaptation (if necessary) and testing on the Mobile Bay model.
We urge you to pursue this as rapidly as possible while we still have some

beaches to save.

CIM - 7/31/73





















































































































